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Introduction 

 

 

 Everybody likes being proven right, whether over a question regarding a fine point of law or a 

favorite athlete's statistics; and most everybody loves “proving correct” his or her understanding of a word's 

meaning, spelling or origin by looking it up in a dictionary. Alas, when it comes to the meaning of a word, 

a dictionary gives only the appearance of settling the matter, and that only because many dictionary users 

misunderstand what a dictionary is designed to do and how it was designed to do it. 

 

 Most people, including many in academia who take for granted that they know what a dictionary 

is for, mistakenly believe that a dictionary dictates what a word is or is not permitted to mean, and that a 

dictionary writer who professes to be anything less than an authoritative judge of meaning and style is 

shirking his or her lexicographical duties. There even remain some misguided folk who believe those in the 

word-defining business have a responsibility to prevent the “corruption” of the language – as though 

alleged problematic speakers consult dictionaries for proper usage in the first place. Though perhaps the 

desire is simply to have an authoritative text which can be appealed to show linguistic rubes the error of 

their ways. 

 

 Frequently, those who consult a dictionary ascribe to it an authority greater than it can claim 

because they are unaware how subjective (and sometimes even mistaken) a given definition can be 

(Weekley 9). Their utter faith in the dictionary, often any dictionary, can have the same uncritical certainty 

as a toddler feels about a parent. Though such trust might never be purposefully betrayed, it is nevertheless 

an attitude both naïve and precarious. Knowing something of the history and purpose of dictionary writing 

may, to some extent, remedy this excessive trust and place the role of lexicographer into proper context. 

Additionally, as a self-proclaimed lexicographer, I believe it is important to grapple with how much 

“authority” a dictionary can have (particularly one written by an amateur). 
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Historical Background 

 

 

A Brief History of Early Lexicography 

 

 English dictionary-making began not due to a desire to compile the language, fix the meaning of 

words, or even fix the spelling of words. There was, furthermore, no presumption that the speakers of a 

language needed an authority to tell them how to speak it correctly. The expectation that a dictionary 

should authoritatively establish right and wrong usage is a convention which evolved over time – though 

the modern descriptive movement (which argues that dictionaries exist to describe how words have been 

used) returns lexicography to its historical foundations more than the average prescriptivist might admit 

(prescriptivists argue that dictionaries exist to provide instruction or advice about how words should be 

used). 

 The very first defining texts were word-to-word glossaries created to help the educated class 

understand Latin – the international language of the Old English and Middle English periods. The earliest 

of these texts were glosses translating especially hard Latin terms into more familiar Latin. The Leiden and 

Erfurt Glosses, which contain native English equivalents for difficult Latin terms, are some of the earliest 

examples of written English in existence (Whitehall 3). Such works contained equivalences or synonyms, 

not the meanings or descriptions associated with modern dictionary entries. 

 Around 1400, Latin-English glossarium began to appear. The Promptorium Parvulorum sive 

Clericorum, printed by the fabulously named Wynkyn de Worde in 1499, was a redaction of the first 

glossarium, the Medulla Grammatica, which had been written (but never printed) around 1400. 

Significantly, this version of the Medulla placed the English term first and its Latin equivalent second 

(Whitehall 3-4). What inspired the existence of such texts, therefore, was commercial interest in an 

academic product: namely, English-speaking academics needed a resource which explained Latin words 

and phrases and which provided the Latin equivalents for familiar English phrasings. 

 

 It might be guessed that when Latin broke down as the prime International language, that then 

focus would naturally shift to the native tongue – but this was not to be. The rapid development of 

international trade during and after the Renaissance led to a fast-rising demand for foreign-language 

dictionaries in French, Italian, and Spanish (Whitehall 4). Again, social needs defined why and in what 

form defining texts were written. Foreign-language dictionaries are, of course, by their very nature both 

descriptivist (describing how words have been used) and prescriptivist (advising how words should be 

used). It is impossible to provide a useful resource of this sort unless it both explains how people speak and 

instructs the reader in the most culturally and linguistically appropriate way to be understood. 

 

 Due to the respect afforded Latin during the late 16th century, scholars preferring Latin and Greek 

terms and grammar over English terms and grammar invented many difficult “inkhorn” terms from Greek 

and Latin roots. Those unfamiliar with either of these languages needed help understanding such 

newfangled neologisms, and so the “Dictionary of Hard Words” rose in prominence during the 17 th century 

(Whitehall 4-5). 

 

 In 1604, the schoolmaster Robert Cawdrey wrote the first text designed expressly for listing and 

defining English words for English-speaking people: A Table Alphabeticall (“conteyning and teaching the 

true writing, and understanding of hard usuall English wordes, borrowed from the Hebrew, Greeke, Latine, 

or French. &c.”). Its stated goal suggests a dual purpose of informing and instructing: to teach true writing 

is to provide linguistic guidance, but to convey understanding (which is necessary before any advice can be 

useful) is the aspiration of a descriptivist. 
 
 Other lexicographers extended the tradition of explaining “hard words” for the benefit of the 

literate public; examples included Thomas Blount’s Glossographia (1656) and Nathan Bailey’s Universal 

Etymological English Dictionary (1721). In 1730, Bailey (and others) produced the Dictionarium 
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Britannicum, with about 48,000 entries, which became the basis for Samuel Johnson's famed two-volume 

Dictionary, published in 1755 (Pyles 6). There were, however, no attempts yet made to make a 

comprehensive list of English word meanings, and there wouldn't be until national jealousy of certain 

French and Italian endeavors (Bate 240-1) prompted the humble polymath mentioned above to attempt the 

feat. The result of his efforts would make the name Johnson synonymous with the word dictionary for the 

next hundred years. 
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Samuel Johnson 

 If it is fair to judge a man by the preface to his dictionary, then Johnson was a great deal more 

insightful than even his devotees recognize. Ironically, their mistake is to applaud his insight while ignoring 

his humility: they make him far more authoritative than he ever claimed to be. 

 As mentioned in the introduction, everybody loves having an authority to appeal to in order to 

settle their disputes; Johnson, however, recognized that when it comes to defining words, it's difficult to pin 

down an exact meaning and impossible to restrict a word solely to that meaning. France and Italy of the 

1700's had already formed academies to rule on matters grammatical and linguistic, yet both of their 

languages continued to evolve. How presumptuous would it then be for any man to claim he could freeze 

the evolution of English? Johnson himself warned, with eloquence and foresight, against those who might 

love his work excessively: 

Those who have been persuaded to think well of my design, will require that it should fix our 

language, and put a stop to ... alterations ... With this consequence I will confess that I flattered 

myself for a while; but now begin to fear that I have indulged expectation which neither reason 

nor experience can justify. … [T]he lexicographer [may] be derided, who being able to produce no 

example of a nation that has preserved their words and phrases from mutability, shall imagine that 

his dictionary can embalm his language.  (Johnson “Preface”) 

In other words, the fact that preservers of a language might wish their tongue would remain unchanged 

from their era – never acquiring new or foreign words, never losing the meanings of old – does not mean 

it's possible (or desirable) to prevent all linguistic innovation. Later in his preface, Johnson explicitly makes 

the point that living languages must change: 

 

The language most likely to continue long without alteration, would be that of a nation raised ... 

but a little above barbarity, secluded from strangers, and totally employed in procuring the 

conveniences of life … Those who have much leisure to think, will always be enlarging the stock 

of ideas, and every increase of knowledge, whether real or fancied, will produce new words, or 

combinations of words. … as any custom is disused, the words that expressed it must perish with 

it; as any opinion grows popular, it will innovate speech in the same proportion as it alters 

practice.  (Johnson “Preface”) 

 

This did not mean, of course, he was willing to wash his hands of all attempts to slow the corruption of 

English or to ignore gross confusion of its vocabulary: “It remains that we retard what we cannot repel, that 

we palliate what we cannot cure. Life may be lengthened by care, though death cannot be ultimately 

defeated” (Johnson “Preface”). 

 

 And, of course, English is far from simple, logical, or otherwise ideally structured. Everyone from 

the most sophisticated writer to the most elementary speaker of English very sensibly may wish that it was 

simpler in structure and more systematic in spelling – especially in Johnson’s time, when English spelling 

had not yet been entirely standardized. When Johnson began his lexicographical work, he'd naturally had 

some aspirations of ordering what was messy and regularizing what seemed without form. Indeed, he found 

English on the whole “copious without order, and energetick without rules.” Everywhere he turned, it 

seemed, “there was perplexity to be disentangled, and confusion to be regulated” (Johnson “Preface”). 

 

 To fulfill the noble aspiration of reforming English spelling, he employed a simple yet flexible 

method: he took into account derivation (“entire is chosen rather than intire, because it passed to us not 

from the Latin integer, but from the French entier”), custom (“I write, in compliance with a numberless 

majority, convey and inveigh, deceit and receipt, fancy and phantom”), and practicality (“Some 

combinations of letters having the same power are used indifferently without any discoverable reason of 

choice, as in choak, choke; soap, sope; … which I have sometimes inserted twice, that those who search for 

them under either form, may not search in vain.”). 

 

 Yet even employing this very sensible method, Johnson's respect for the work which he conducted 

inspired in him humility for the immense and intricate nature of the task before him. He was, perhaps, his 

most exacting critic: “the orthography [spelling] which I recommend is still controvertible, the etymology 
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which I adopt is uncertain, and perhaps frequently erroneous; the explanations are sometimes too much 

contracted, and sometimes too much diffused” (Johnson “Preface”). 

 

 Nevertheless, Johnson's Dictionary was to become the definitive defining text for a hundred years 

after its publication. He revised Bailey's crude etymologies (an etymology is the history of a word's origin 

and usage), made a systematic use of illustrative quotations, fixed the spelling of many disputed words, and 

displayed the English vocabulary much more fully than had ever before been attempted. The text was so 

revered that it continued in common use through 1900, and, in 1880, Parliament threw out a proposed bill 

because a word in it was not in Johnson's Dictionary (Whitehall 5-6). 

 

 The respect which Johnson's Dictionary has long been afforded is, I believe, due to his idealistic 

goals, pragmatic methods, diligent patience, and experience-based reservations regarding compiling and 

writing his work. 

 

 First, why did he attempt an English dictionary? As mentioned above, at the time France and Italy 

had created academies to record, define, and limit their languages. English did not yet have a 

comprehensive lexicographical work of its own, so he proposed that he might provide such a resource. 

According to his preface, he initially also hoped to achieve certain personal and social goals through careful 

selection of illustrative quotations. He desired that each quotation “be useful to some other end than the 

illustration of a word” (Johnson “Preface”). His work would not only define terms, but put them into 

cultural context and foster appreciation for fine expressions. Imagine if, when looking up a term in a 

dictionary, the reader could learn scientific principles, historical facts, chemical processes, and poetical 

descriptions. Not only would Johnson have enhanced the ability of the public to educate themselves 

(according to his own highly refined taste), but he'd also have the pleasure of reading the best English 

writing across any number of disciplines in the process. What joy would be his! And what could be more 

useful, both for personal and for social development! 

 

 Alas, Johnson “soon discovered that the bulk of [his] volumes would fright away the student, and 

was forced to depart from [his] scheme of including all that was pleasing or useful in English literature, and 

reduce [his] transcripts very often to clusters of words, in which scarcely any meaning is retained” (Johnson 

“Preface”). His wildest aspirations were thus tamed by reality: a hard copy book including not only a 

comprehensive understanding of English terminology, but also a choice selection of the finest English 

writing would overwhelm any reader, let alone any individual writer. Physically carrying it would have 

been a burden, never mind the financial burden of purchasing such a detailed tome. Additionally, there 

were time constraints to consider (taking responsibility for so ponderous a project would have taken 

lifetimes) and, unfortunately, sometimes the smoothest writing is not the most illustrative of meaning. If 

example sentences were to increase understanding, they had to be restricted to those usages which all but 

defined the word itself through their context (“It is not sufficient that a word is found, unless it be so 

combined as that its meaning is apparently determined by the tract and tenour of the sentence.” – Johnson, 

“Preface”). When it became obvious he needed to place matter above style, he began taking examples 

“from writers who were never mentioned as masters of elegance or models of stile; but words must be 

sought where they are used; and in what pages, eminent for purity, can terms of manufacture or agriculture 

be found” (Johnson “Preface”)? In other words, pragmatic reverence for the purpose of his dictionary 

compelled him to reconsider his choice of quotations – just one step of several enabling him to create a 

volume both useful and affordable for the common Englishman. 

 

 As described in his “Preface,” collecting the words to be compiled was sobering drudgery. He 

consulted the dictionaries already in existence for material, but found them wholly deficient. To fill in the 

gaps they left, he read key texts of English literature and considered the living speech of his experience, but 

recognized that this meant depending on chance and his own idiosyncratic interests and activities. Despite 

the fact that his methods could be more intuitive than systematic, he did find his word search to be “either 

skilful or lucky; for I have much augmented the vocabulary” (Johnson “Preface”). 

 

 Due to the daunting number of English words to be defined, he eventually created several 

restrictions for himself: words based upon proper names – such as Arian, Calvinist, and Benedictine – were 

omitted. Words with regular and commonly understood word endings (such as the -ish in greenish) “were 
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less diligently sought, and sometimes have been omitted” (Johnson “Preface”). Although he consulted 

specialized resources to obtain scientific, technical, and artistic terminology, he regretted that “many terms 

of art and manufacture are omitted” because, he says, “I could not visit the caverns to learn the miner's 

language, nor take a voyage to perfect my skill in the dialect of navigation,” and so on (Johnson “Preface”). 

He was also wary of admitting words found only in dictionaries, though if he wasn't sure whether or not 

they could be found in any other written text, he included them just in case they may be in some writing he 

simply had not read. Because he considered the period between the works of Sir Philip Sidney (of the late 

1500s) and the Restoration of Charles II (in 1660) to be the most elevated form of English, those events 

bookended the time period from which he selected his words, word meanings, and example sentences. He 

imposed this restriction on himself “lest my zeal for antiquity might drive me into times too remote, and 

croud my book with words now no longer understood” (Johnson “Preface”).  

 

 Yet his practicality was tempered by his personality: Johnson included obsolete words when they 

were found in the writings of notable authors, or when he deemed them of such force or beauty that he 

believed they deserved revival. Also, if he couldn't find a proper citation for a word, he might still include it 

if he considered the word useful. 

 

 The only time he appears overtly prescriptive (to use the modern term) in his word choice is when 

he disparages the intrusion of foreign words. “The words which our authours have introduced by their 

knowledge of foreign languages, or ignorance of their own ... I have registred as they occurred, though 

commonly only to … warn others against the folly of naturalizing useless foreigners to the injury of the 

natives” (Johnson “Preface”). Later, he explains further that foreign words should only be introduced into 

English speech and writing when there is no pre-existing English word to represent the same idea. 

 

 The most difficult step in creating a dictionary, of course, is the actual process of defining words. 

The difficulties Johnson lists include that many words do not have exact synonyms, that the simplest ideas 

cannot be described in simpler terms, and that sometimes the meaning of a word is inexact or disputable. 

Finally (and here his humility is again demonstrated), Johnson professes, “Some words there are which I 

cannot explain, because I do not understand them ... I may surely, without shame, leave some obscurities to 

happier industry, or future information” (“Preface”). 

 

 Practical concerns were also influential in his efforts to define English words. Initially, he had 

hoped to consult various authoritative resources. Due to the fact that he was but one man assisted by six 

poor, part-time amanuenses (people whose job is to transcribe or copy others' words) (Bate 243), such a 

standard would have extended his work to more than a lifetime of effort. And so, he began to depend more 

and more exclusively on what experience had taught him:  

 

I then contracted my design, determining to confide in myself, and no longer to solicit auxiliaries, 

which produced more incumbrance than assistance: by this I obtained at least one advantage, that I 

set limits to my work, which would in time be ended, though not completed.  (Johnson “Preface”) 

 

Thankfully, 173 years later (New “World's Greatest”), the creation of the OED would come much closer to 

fulfilling Johnson's original ideals, regarding both example sentences and authoritativeness of word usage. 

That work, of course, shall be discussed in this paper after Noah Webster's contribution to lexicography is 

evaluated. 

 

 Perhaps the most important passage of Johnson's “Preface” for modern lexicographers and their 

critics to note – one which I will refer back to later in this paper – is his moderate stance regarding whether 

he should be expected to resolve the meaning of any word under dispute: 

 

Most men think indistinctly, and therefore cannot speak with exactness; and consequently some 

examples might be indifferently put to either signification: this uncertainty is not to be imputed to 

me, who do not form, but register the language; who do not teach men how they should think, but 

relate how they have hitherto expressed their thoughts.  (Johnson “Preface”) 
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In other words, his primary goal was not to advise how words should be used by to describe how they have 

been used. Therefore, if the anachronistic terminology can be forgiven, this places Johnson squarely in the 

descriptive, rather than prescriptive, camp of lexicography. The same would not be true of his eventual 

American counterpart, Noah Webster. 
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Noah Webster 

 

 Noah Webster was a noted patriot and spelling reform advocate who became a social and religious 

conservative ever-vigilant against seeming plagiarism of his dictionary. His personal evolution appears to 

have been spurred by his efforts to get a piece of America's first copyright law passed for his own 

protection and by a religious rebirth which occurred in 1808, between the publication of his Compendious 

Dictionary and An American Dictionary of the English Language (Rollins 112-113).  

 

 Webster's motivations for writing a dictionary, like those of Samuel Johnson before him, were 

both social and personal in nature. While he published his 1873 spelling book “for facilitating the 

acquisition of our vernacular tongue, and for correcting a vicious pronunciation” (An American Dictionary 

4), he was induced to undertake the dictionary project “not more by the suggestion of friends, than by [his] 

own experience of the want of such a work, while reading modern books of science” (An American 

Dictionary 4). After all, if dictionaries aren't up to date, how can a lay reader keep up with the terminology 

of new discoveries? He would create the resource he'd wanted to use. 

 

 Unlike Johnson, however, Webster maintained a certain prescriptive sensibility throughout his 

efforts, as evident in the preface to his dictionary, which contains the following statement: 

 

It has been my aim ... to ascertain the true principles of the language, in its orthography and 

structure; to purify it from some palpable errors, and reduce the number of its anomalies, thus 

giving it more regularity and consistency in its forms, both of words and sentences; and in this 

manner, to furnish a standard of our vernacular tongue.  (An American Dictionary 7) 

 

Appealing to “true principles,” attempting to “purify … errors”  and “reduce … anomalies,” and proposing 

to “furnish a standard” of spoken (vernacular) English is classic prescriptivism: Webster was passionate 

that Americans should learn not just how to use words as they had been used – he also wanted to refine and 

elevate their diction. 

 

Furthermore, Webster advocated regularizing English usage in America in order to make English 

acquisition easier for native speakers and foreigners; to more effectively spread science, the arts, and 

Christianity (An American Dictionary 7); to destroy prejudices arising from provincial accents by making 

American speech uniform (Scudder 38); and to increase the glory of the United States (An American 

Dictionary 8). Of these concerns, he may have been most verbose about his patriotism. 

 

 His patriotism was passionate (at least in his youth), but was not simple jingoism. Despite the 

recent Revolutionary war, he did not harbor animosity toward Britain or any other nation. (“We should 

despise the man that piques himself on his own country, and treats all others with indiscriminate contempt. 

I wish to see much less jealousy and ill-nature subsisting between the Americans and English” (quoted in 

Scudder 165). Nevertheless, he and other founding fathers (particularly Benjamin Franklin) believed it was 

crucial that America have its own linguistic identity, because “language is the expression of ideas; and if 

the people of one country can not preserve an identity of ideas, they can not retain an identity of language” 

(An American Dictionary 5). How better, then, to encourage the development of a national identity than by 

creating a standard dictionary of the national language? 

 

 Furthermore, Webster pointed out that while some terms originating in England had no use in the 

States (heraldry, the feudal system), others either had different meanings on either side of the pond or were 

used exclusively in America (senate, plantation) (An American Dictionary 5-6). How, then, could 

Americans be expected to use the same dictionary as Brits? 

 

 More importantly, Webster believed that Americans should value and support the development of 

a distinctly American culture. They should, he thought, care for their own writers (such as Washington 

Irving) and politicians (Franklin and Madison), quit looking to Europe for cues on fashion, value the unique 

formation of their nation, and seize the unique opportunity available to innovate a national identity. He 

lamented that the writings of the Revolution were not (yet) a part of the standard educational curriculum 

when they could easily be employed to teach both grammatical style and civic virtue (Scudder 47-48). In 
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his 1796 work The Prompter (a collection of essays giving his thoughts and advice on proper and moral 

conduct) he even appealed to the citizenry to think of themselves in national terms in order to win the 

respect of other nations: “To posterity it will appear incredible, that a nation of heroes, who have conquered 

armies and raised an empire, should not have the spirit to say, We will wear our clothes as we please” 

(Scudder 166). In a way, this makes his aspirations similar to the early goals of Samuel Johnson: just as 

Johnson wanted to educate English speakers by embedding his dictionary with quotations of the highest 

quality, so Webster wanted to generate self-respect among Americans by making them more familiar with 

the great thoughts and phrasings of their own people. 

 

 A perhaps better-known goal for Webster was his desire to reform the spelling of American 

English. This was partly due to his strong national allegiance and partly a matter of practicality. In his 

“Collection of Essays and Fugitiv Writings on Moral, Historical, Political, and Literary Subjects,” he would 

sometimes experiment with highly radical word rewritings. One short excerpt should suffice to demonstrate 

how, due to the familiarity adults already have with English, his ideas might make reading faster but 

understanding more difficult: 

 

In the essays [I've] ritten within the last yeer, a considerable change of spelling iz introduced by 

way of experiment. … The man who admits that the change of housbonde, mynde, ygone, moneth 

into husband, mind, gone, month, iz an improovment, must acknowledge also the riting of helth, 

breth, rong, tung, munth, to be an improovment. There iz no alternativ.  (Scudder 189) 

 

Though few changes were collectively accepted by the literate populace, an assortment of familiar 

distinctions between British and American writing remains today, such as the two spellings of theater and 

theatre, or color and colour. 

 

 Like Johnson, personal responsibilities and beliefs sometimes restricted or conditioned Webster in 

his work. Though he claims to have been encouraged to create a dictionary for the betterment of society 

shortly after the publication of his speller, it would not be until 1806 that he would make a preliminary 

effort (the Compendious Dictionary), and not until 1828 that the first edition of the much more 

comprehensive An American Dictionary of the English Language would be published. This was largely due 

to shortages of both time and money, and particularly to the fact that he had to spend so much time devoted 

to regular money-making endeavors (An American Dictionary 4). 

 

 In order to establish an ability to earn a living from writing (largely for himself, but also on behalf 

of contemporary and future writers), in 1782 Webster began his pleas for copyright law to be passed 

securing to authors the right to control and profit from their own publications (Scudder 53). After several 

months visiting state legislatures in order to convince them the importance of taking copyright protection 

into legislative hands, he also appealed to House member (not to mention, his cousin) Daniel Webster in 

correspondence: 

 

I sincerely wish our legislature would come at once to the line of right and justice on this subject, 

and pass a new act, the preamble to which shall admit the principle that an author has, by common 

law, or natural justice, the sole and permanent right to make profit by his own labor, and that his 

heirs and assigns shall enjoy the right unclogged with conditions.   (Scudder 60) 

 

Ultimately, it would take Webster a trip to Washington in the winter of 1830-1831 to get legislation passed 

that was to his liking (Scudder 67). 

 

 Unlike the need to care for his finances, the other restrictive personality characteristic that affected 

the production of his dictionary was self-imposed. This was, unfortunately, placing excessive reliance on 

Biblical linguistics when writing etymologies. In the preface to his dictionary, he writes: 

 

Adam was not only endowed with intellect for understanding his Maker . . . , but was furnished 

both with the faculty of speech and with speech itself . . . , and this before the formation of the 

woman. Hence we may infer that language was bestowed on Adam, in the same manner as all his 
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other faculties and knowledge, by supernatural power; or, in other words, was of divine origin.  

(An American Dictionary 9) 

 

As a result, as Rollins explains in The Long Journey of Noah Webster, Webster's etymological observations 

are of very little value to later scholars: 

 

Webster's etymology was simply a literal extrapolation of scriptural truth into another field. Since 

1808, he had believed that the Bible was factually correct, and that it must be accepted as such. 

Without it, there was no basis for civilization itself. Thus, his rejection of European etymologists 

is no mystery. Their scientific attempts to unravel the development of language led away from the 

story of the Tower of Babel.  (130) 

 

According to his youngest daughter, Eliza, his strategy involved “discovering” the relationship between 

words by hunting through references of a variety of languages and finding where their spelling appeared 

related. This created a number of problems, one of which was that words of similar sound or spelling may 

be assumed related although, in truth, they developed separately. Still, his method was certainly an 

innovative one for a single, non-scholar to use: 

 

In the second story of his new home, in a large room, with windows looking to the south and east, 

Webster set up anew the large circular table which he had used for some years at New Haven. This 

table was about two feet wide, built in the form of a hollow circle. Dictionaries and grammars of 

all obtainable languages were laid in successive order upon its surface. Webster would take the 

word under investigation, and standing at the right end of the lexicographer's table, look it up in 

the first dictionary which lay at that end. He made a note, examined a grammar, considered some 

kindred word, and then passed to the next dictionary of some other tongue. He took each word 

through the twenty or thirty dictionaries, making notes of his discoveries, and passing around his 

table many times in the course of a day's labor of minute and careful study.  (Micklethwait 161) 

 

Without a thorough investigation into the evolution of human language (which would have challenged 

many of his linguistic claims), the above method could serve as a verbal Rorschach blot: with so many 

languages to pull from, any author might (consciously or not) self-select only examples which seem to 

support their view. By ignoring the professional linguistic research of his era, Webster could allow his 

deeply held religious beliefs to be reinforced by his language studies. However, doing so made his work so 

flawed as to be largely useless to modern etymologists. 
 
 As should be unsurprising for a man whose ideals were to fashion patriotism out of words and to 

restore language to its divine roots, Webster's attitude toward lexicography leaned toward what modern 

word researchers would call prescriptivism. He had no qualms or shyness about his hope to affect what 

Americans considered correct and incorrect word usage and spelling. Nevertheless, regarding English 

grammar, even he advocated the people's speech as correct rather than the Latin-based grammars imposed 

upon English by scholars: 

 

Our modern grammars have done much more hurt than good. The authors have labored to prove 

what is obviously absurd, namely, that our language is not made right; and in pursuance of this 

idea have tried to make it over again, and persuade the English to speak by Latin rules, or by 

arbitrary rules of their own. ... The people are right, and … common practice, even among the 

unlearned, is generally defensible on the principles of analogy and the structure of the language, 

and … very few of the alterations recommended by Lowth and his followers can be vindicated on 

any better principle than some Latin rule or his own private opinion.  (quoted in Scudder 41-43) 

 

While not all prescriptivists are supporters of applying Latinate grammar to English, all supporters of 

Latin-based grammar are prescriptivists. Webster's departure from at least one major branch of 

prescriptivism is in keeping with his championing of linguistic democracy, particularly in America: the 

Latin-based rules had originated, of course, from British scholars like Lowth. 

 

 Finally, in agreement with Johnson, Webster acknowledged the impermanence of language: 
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New words should not be introduced into a copious language without reason, nor contrary to its 

analogies. But a living language must keep pace with improvements in knowledge, and with the 

multiplication of ideas. Those who would entirely restrain the practice of using new words seem 

not to consider that the limit they now prescribe would have been as just and rational, a thousand 

or two thousand years ago, as it is at this period. … The smallest acquaintance with the history of 

human society and improvement ought to silence the critics on this subject.  (Scudder 228)  

This transitory view of language is partly what keeps both Johnson and Webster humble in the face of 

posterity: not only are they well aware that they cannot halt verbal innovation, they recognize that 

attempting to do so would impose arbitrary restrictions on expressing thoughts, sharing knowledge, and 

advancing culture. Even Webster's prescriptivism is qualified with descriptive ideals. 
 
Prescriptive fervor would resurge in the modern age (particularly in reaction to Merriam-Webster's Third 

International edition), but before that time would come the grandest accomplishment by descriptive 

lexicographers ever tried: the making of the Oxford English Dictionary. 
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The OED 

 

 Since it began as and continues to be the work of huge teams of individuals, the Oxford English 

Dictionary is in many ways far removed from the projects of Samuel Johnson and Noah Webster. It bears 

relation to the academies of France and Italy in the depth of its scholarship and the massiveness of its 

undertaking, yet it never aspired to “embalm the language,” as Johnson put it, by authoritatively 

pronouncing, once and forever, what each word in English would mean. On the contrary, the OED is a 

work of descriptive lexicography par excellence. It rose to undreamt of heights on Johnson's ideal of 

finding the meaning of a word wholly in the examples found of its usage. 

 

 Because I intend to focus my research on individual lexicographers, I will not spend much time 

discussing the OED, though I could not pass it by without admiring its astounding accomplishments or the 

people who accomplished them. To this day, there exists no more authoritative resource covering the 

history and usage of English words and, given the massive undertaking required to create (not to mention 

maintain) such a text, there is no fear of a coming rival. In the decades leading up to its first publication, 

hundreds of paid scholars and researchers and countless “harmless drudges” (to use Johnson's definition of 

a lexicographer) contributed from across the English-speaking world. Who were these people and why did 

they work so long on such a minutely mundane task? 

 

 On the question of why, I can only guess (a love of words and a patience with simple toil?); but 

the assortment of people involved is fascinating. The Meaning of Everything: The Story of the Oxford 

English Dictionary, a book written by Simon Winchester about the original research and writing of the 

OED, lists everyone from ministers to lawyers, criminals to doctors, scholars of dialect and language to 

professionals of civil engineering and theatre. It lists mathematicians, surgeons, antiquarians, 

palaeographers, diplomats, soldiers, grammarians, bankers, and many more as contributors (Winchester 

212-213). It may be simpler to write each sort of person who didn't contribute to the making of the famed 

text: Antarctic natives, perhaps? 

 

 It is worth noting that lexicography done in groups, like lexicography done by individuals, leads to 

linguistic insight and discovery. How better to acquaint oneself with the intricacies of language as a whole 

than to investigate it one word at a time? The process of going in alphabetical order for said research 

provided unique insights for the workers of the OED: 

 

Readers have to wonder because, on the opening pages of Volume I of the completed work, and at 

the front of every part and of almost every single section of the work in progress, there is an 

elegant and utterly absorbing introductory essay, explaining how this volume or this part or this 

section was actually put together. The essays are essential reading: they tell of fascinations – like 

how the word set was so much more difficult than is, how unexpectedly tricky marzipan was, or 

how fraternity turned out so much longer and monkey so much more ancient than anticipated, or 

that C was so much more complex than D, and how the compilation of J turned into a 

lexicographic bloodbath and Q was (though the editors would never say such a thing) really an 

absolute dog.  (Winchester 187) 

 

Finally, as a precursor to a discussion I’ll bring up later regarding women’s contributions to lexicography, 

it is significant to note that Winchester made a point to acknowledge the work of women in compiling the 

OED: 

The Thompson sisters [like many others] of Liverpool, Reigate, and Bath, living an otherwise 

blameless and unremarkable (though moneyed) suburban life in three most ordinary English 

towns, left no greater memorial than the work they performed for the greatest literary enterprise of 

history. They became footnotes in eight-point Clarendon type in a preface to a volume of that 

enterprise. That was truly their only reward – and yet in all likelihood they, and scores of others 

like them, surely wanted no other.  (215) 

Their recognition is significant because, as a female lexicographer, I've found women's views regarding 

lexicography and word meanings have often been dismissed or derided. It is both refreshing and hopeful 

that not all people writing about female contributions to lexicography are so small minded. 
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Merriam-Webster's Third International 

 

 One of the most notable – and controversial – dictionaries to come off the press since the OED 

was Merriam-Webster's Third International. This was the edition of Merriam-Webster's product published 

in 1961 – a completely revised and updated edition of Merriam-Webster's Second International, published 

in 1913. Editor Philip Gove made it clear in his preface that the new edition would be descriptive (based on 

usage) rather than prescriptive (based on judgments of right and wrong). 
 
 “... a definition, to be adequate, must be written only after an analysis of usage ...” (Gove 4a) 
 
 “Accuracy ... requires a dictionary to state meanings in which words are in fact used, not to give 

 editorial opinion on what their meanings should be.” (Gove 4a) 
 
Whether they read the above statements in the preface or not, critics of Webster's Third clearly disapproved 

of the supposedly “permissive” tone its philosophy created. 
 
 Though scholars have always been picky about the lexicographical work of others, nowhere in the 

history of lexicography have I seen a comparable hissy fit by the collective literati. The nastiness with 

which Webster's Third was taken to task for shirking its alleged duties as an arbiter (rather than recorder) of 

word usage was simply unprecedented – especially considering it was a team of scholars who compiled it, 

not a single word worker. 

 

 Headlines read “Saying Ain't Ain't Wrong: See Webster,” “The Death of Meaning,” and 

“Sabotage in Springfield.” It is a remarkable truth that none of the critics would have read the work in full 

before reviewing it – indeed, they wouldn't have been expected to do so, as almost nobody “reads” the 

dictionary from start to finish (Ammon Shea of Reading the OED fame being a rare exception). 

Dictionaries, of course, may be judged based on a representative selection of their definitions, but I would 

argue that that is not what happened in the case of so many vitriolic attacks against Webster's Third. Most 

often the criticisms leveled focused on a few stand out words (like 'ain't') about which they could lament in 

heavy tones the decay of language standards. It cannot be fair to judge an entire text solely by its most 

dramatic lines when the bulk of the work remains the same high quality plodding it's always been. 

 

 Furthermore, much of the complaining seemed due to perceived improper tone rather than 

questions of accurate usage. For example, in his New Yorker article, “The String Untuned,” Dwight 

Macdonald decries the shift in labeling: 

 

The pejorative labels in 2 [Webster's Second International] are forthright: colloquial, erroneous, 

incorrect, illiterate. 3 [Webster's Third International] replaces these self-explanatory terms with 

two that are both fuzzier and more scientific sounding: substandard and nonstandard. The first 

“indicates status conforming to a pattern of linguistic usage that exists throughout the American 

language community but differs in choice of word or form from that of the prestige group in that 

community,” which is academese for “Not used by educated people.”  (179) 

 

Substandard and nonstandard appear to have clear enough meaning for him to comment upon them, so 

perhaps “fuzziness” isn't really his complaint. Rather, his beefs appears to be that those terms lack a 

judgmental tone. Someone seeing erroneous or incorrect next to a term might feel a pang of self-

consciousness at being told he or she is wrong; but someone reading substandard or nonstandard might 

feel like a rebel or part of a linguistic clique that simply appreciates the alternate meaning of the word – 

making them a sophisticate rather than a simpleton. That, if it is Macdonald's fear, is a decidedly 

prescriptive worry. Still, given the focus of Webster's Third on being descriptive rather than prescriptive, 

their use of substandard (less judgmental, though still condescending) makes perfect sense. 
 
 An editorial from the Toronto Globe & Mail goes a step further, straining beyond the reaches of 

hyperbole to insist that if the dictionary does not outright condemn “ain't,” it is hastening the decline of 

civilization: 
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A dictionary's embrace of the word “ain't” will comfort the ignorant, confer approval upon the 

mediocre, and subtly imply that proper English is the tool only of the snob; but it will not assist 

men to speak truly to other men. It may, however, prepare us for that future which it could help to 

hasten. In the caves, no doubt, a grunt will do.  (“The Death of Meaning” 54) 

 

And yet, the most erudite of words in the most sophisticated of arrangements may express no more than a 

despairing grunt. The above statement, for example, does little more than express its author's fear (prepare 

us for that future) and snobbery (comfort the ignorant … the mediocre), incited merely by an informal 

contraction. 
 
 Sometimes, the critics make the most mystifying claims possible about what a dictionary is used 

for, such as in this statement from an editorial in Life Magazine: 

 

We will continue to doubt that Lincoln could have modeled his Gettysburg Address, or Churchill 

his immortal speeches, on a word book so lax that even the following sentence could be concocted 

from words found in Webster's: 

 

“Irregardless of the enormity of the upsurge, none of us are able, governmentwise, in a time of 

normalcy, to act like we can ignore it; we don't mean to infer otherwise in saying so.”  (“A Non-

Word Deluge” 85) 

 

I'm no expert on Lincoln's or Churchill's methods of speech writing, but I'm reasonably confident that it did 

not involve foraging through a dictionary for words to line up next to each other in the hope of fashioning 

eloquent meaning. The author above appears to be confusing political speech writing with postmodern 

creativity exercises. 

 

 Willson Follet, in his Atlantic article critical of Webster's Third, “Sabotage in Springfield,” 

curiously claims that word definers are not free to define the purpose of their own work: 

 

The rock-bottom practical truth is that the lexicographer cannot abrogate his authority if he wants 

to. He may think of himself as a detached scientist reporting the facts of language, declining to 

recommend use of anything or abstention from anything; but the myriad consultants of his work 

are not going to see him so.  (118) 

 

As this statement shows, it did not matter to him that the aims of Webster's Third are unabashedly 

descriptive rather than prescriptive – what mattered is that it fit his notion (or at least, what he believed to 

be the collective notions of the educated public) of what a dictionary must do. I find it personally amusing 

how in so many of these critical articles, the critics violate with impunity what grammarians even today 

will insist are rules of good English. The quotation above is a case in point since, in the very first sentence, 

Follet ends a sentence with a preposition. Again, this seems to indicate what Follet truly laments is not so 

much a decline of language standards as a difference from his own language standards. 

 

 Furthermore, consider if a critic expressed a similar attitude toward other forms of publications: 

novels, encyclopedias, or travel guides. What if, after publishing a travel book designed to explain the 

cultural differences between the United States and Japan, a critic were to demand that they include sections 

judging the cultural traditions of Japan, evaluating them as better or worse than their American 

counterparts? Surely, as a private enterprise set out with different goals, the writers and publisher should 

feel no obligation to appease such a critic. Yet, critics like Follet presume to tell publishers what their 

lexicographical goals must be. This, no doubt, is due to a lack of an academy or other ultimate linguistic 

authority for English. Since we have no set down standard, every dictionary published (but especially long-

established dictionaries with respected names, like Merriam-Webster) is taken to task as if it was a publicly 

run academy of language usage and standards. 

 

 Macdonald in “The String Untuned” also betrays his ignorance concerning lexicographical history. 

He completes his denunciation of Webster's Third with this statement: 
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Dr. Johnson, a dictionary maker of the old school, defined lexicographer as “a harmless drudge.” 

Things have changed. Lexicographers may still be drudges, but they are certainly not harmless. 

They have untuned the string, made a sop of the solid structure of English, and encouraged the 

language to eat up itself.  (188) 

 

The above neglects the fact, related in the section of this paper discussing that eminent word master, that he 

discouraged people from viewing his work as ultimately authoritative. Sure, Johnson professed he'd like to 

halt linguistic progression if possible, but he at least had enough humility to admit that his role was not to 

“form, but register the language; [I] do not teach men how they should think, but relate how they have 

hitherto expressed their thoughts” (“Preface”). In other words, even Johnson's attitude toward his own work 

was more historical than critical. 

 

 Perhaps the most lasting response to Webster's Third was the creation of the American Heritage 

Dictionary. This publication was explicitly created as a response to Merriam-Webster's new supposed 

permissiveness (Newman 1). To provide guidance to this dictionary's readers a panel of experts was created 

to give linguistic usage advice. Though the initial panel of the 1969 printing of the American Heritage 

Dictionary was dominated by elderly white males, the panel has become much broader in expertise and 

more varied in demographics; panelists for the 2006 edition included conservative Supreme Court justine 

Antonin Scalia, progressive political commentator Molly Ivans, African American scholar Herny Louis 

Gates, Jr., and New Yorker cartoonist Edward Koren (Newman 1-2). What this eclectic group of non-

linguists represents, of course, is a descriptivist shift in the writing of the American Heritage Dictionary: 

these thinkers evaluate words not based on linguistic scholarship, but based on their use of words and their 

notice of how words are being used. 

 

 At the heart of all this, and the reason why I find the reaction to Webster's Third worth discussing, 

is the descriptive versus prescriptive debate. Many people, especially writers, have a tendency to attribute 

more authority to dictionaries than their authors claim for them. They want a judge and jury who's on their 

side, if not preserving the language in its presumed ideal state (i.e. whatever they were taught in childhood) 

then at least condemning what they “know” to be wrong in appropriately superior tones. They want not 

merely authorities, but authorities who concur with the single most authority of all – themselves. This, of 

course, was misguided in Johnson's era and remains misguided today. 
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Online Lexicographers 

 

 

 With the advent of the Internet, modern lexicography hobbyists have abounded in idiosyncratic 

glory. It's possible to find many resources appealing to any number of word meaning and word origin 

interests.  

 

 New words:  

  the Word Spy, http://www.wordspy.com/ 
 A category of ideas: 

  the Phobia List, http://phobialist.com/ 
 Etymological studies:  

  Etymonline, http://www.etymonline.com/ 

  Word Origins, http://www.wordorigins.org/ 

  the Word Detective, http://www.word-detective.com/     

  Etymologically Speaking, http://www.westegg.com/etymology/    

  World Wide Words, http://www.worldwidewords.org/ 
 Lists of hard and obscure words:  

  Luciferous Logolepsy, http://www.kokogiak.com/logolepsy/ 

  the Grandiloquent Dictionary, http://www.islandnet.com/~egbird/dict/dict.htm  

  the Phrontistery, http://phrontistery.info/ 

  the Worthless Word for the Day, http://home.comcast.net/~wwftd/ 
 

Each of these, of course, was created with specific goals in mind, many of which are relatable to the 

original goals of dictionary compiling. In particular, the lists of hard and obscure words harken back to the 

original hard word lists of dictionary making. In essence, the perception of a public need for better 

explanations of hard words and the existence of nerds with enough time on their hands to take on the 

project led, I believe, to this resurgence of the oldest of lexicographical forms. This will be made apparent 

in several of the interviews below. 

 

After sending out messages to writers of all of the above resources (with the exception of the 

phobia list, which doesn’t appear to have updates), I was fortunate enough to discuss with four logophiles 

the interests and methods of their personal projects: Doug Harper of “Etymonline” fame, Mike Fischer of 

“Worthless Word for the Day” acclaim, Chris Bird of “Grandiloquent Dictionary” repute, and Dr. Stephen 

Chrisomalis of “Phrontistery” renown. 

 

 In each of the following interviews, I have bolded my questions in order to set them apart from 

their answers. For the sake of avoiding repetition, I have included my e-mails only when the responding 

individual did not include my questions in their response. In order to preserve both their content and 

personal style, I have not edited any of their responses. I have, however, added commentary on their 

answers in the form of footnotes. 

 

http://www.wordspy.com/
http://phobialist.com/
http://www.etymonline.com/
http://www.wordorigins.org/
http://www.word-detective.com/
http://www.westegg.com/etymology/
http://www.worldwidewords.org/
http://www.kokogiak.com/logolepsy/
http://www.islandnet.com/~egbird/dict/dict.htm
http://phrontistery.info/
http://home.comcast.net/~wwftd/
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 Douglas Harper of “Etymonline” 

 

 Douglas Harper's “Etymonline” is a resource which succinctly gives the origin of many English 

words. If someone wants to know the origin of a term such as “super” or “long” or “filibuster,” he or she 

could search this site to learn each etymology. During the interview, I found myself alternately sympathetic 

to Harper's goals and frustrations and startled by his effusive candor. He went into detail on a great variety 

of matters: his initial motivation in creating “Etymonline”; his present motivations for continuing to 

improve it; his frustrations with the “everybody's a critic” phenomenon; his reflections on the present 

impact of stylistic choices he made at the very beginning; his evolving standards regarding word inclusion; 

and even his mixed feelings regarding academia. Much like Johnson and Webster before him, his 

motivations, methods and standards in maintaining his site are dictated both by his personality and by an 

understanding of his readers’ needs. Fresher concerns regarding lexicography arise, of course, due to the 

electronic nature of his creation. He reflects in this discussion, for example, on reasons he might or might 

not have wanted to use abbreviations were he to begin his work over again. 

 

------------------ 

from Douglas Harper 

date  Fri, Jul 30, 2010 at 12:10 Pm 

 

I see that you were annoyed by the lack of a free resource for general etymology knowledge, but do 

you have any other likes or dislikes regarding how etymologies are written that affected how you 

write yours? 

 

Bear in mind that this was in 2000 or so, and the Internet was a good deal smaller then. 

 

Back then (and still) you could approach a message board or a forum run by people who purported to know 

a great deal about etymology. In many cases they did, in many cases they simply owned an Oxford English 

Dictionary or a subscription to its site. If you wanted to know whether "God" was related to "good," or 

whether "son of a gun" was used in the 18th century, you could submit the question to them. Then you had 

to wait to see if they answered you, ignored you, or just sort of slapped you around as a dumbass and sent 

you on your way. That seemed insufficient to me. 

 

There also were some sites that purported to be etymology resources but which only listed the most odd or 

clever etymologies – often of words that real people rarely use except in lists of odd and clever etymologies 

("defenestration"). They were written by people who usually featured their own names prominently: "OLD-

SO-and-SO'S ETYMOLOGY SITE, featuring OLD-SO-AND-SO, and did we mention OLD-SO-and-SO!" 

And the entries were written more with an eye to displaying the cleverness of old-so-and-so than to 

informing the public. That, too, seemed insufficient. 

 

Finally, there were collectives – what we now call "wikis" – where anyone could contribute information on 

a word history. These tended to be full of the sort of etymological urban legends and just-so stories that are 

represented on the most ignorant level by the notorious "did you know SHIT (or FUCK or POSH) is an 

acronym?" emails. Again, not very good. 

 

I made etymonline because I wanted to use it.1 Not because I knew all these things about words, but 

because I wanted a reliable place to find them. I vowed from the start to never use the Internet for 

researching it. There is far too much on the Internet that is self-referential. I determined only to use the best 

print sources, some of which I had to take great pains to collect. 

 

 
1
  This quickly arises as a theme among modern lexicographers, and it fits very well with the aspirations of 

both Johnson (who lamented the lack of a comprehensive dictionary of English) and Webster (who felt the 

need for an America-oriented dictionary of English). 
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That's changed, especially with the appearance of Google books, which puts a vast library of established 

knowledge at anyone's fingertips. I do use that now for compiling the dictionary, but only that, and very 

cautiously (i.e. only "full view" sources where I can see the title page and publication information). 

 

Because of that no-Internet-sources policy, however, I don't spend a lot of time reading other online 

dictionaries. So I really can't say that much about them. I've seen the message board at 

WordOrigins.org, but only because I often google my own site's name to see if anyone has found a 

mistake in it that I can correct. And there seems to be a general "slag on that idiotic Online Etymology 

Dictionary guy" mentality over there, so my site name sometimes turns up. And they sometimes do find 

things in my site that I can write better. But that's not a dictionary. 

 

One thing I try to do is keep in mind the people who are using the site. I get feedback from readers every 

day, so I have a sense (correct or not) of who is using it and what they're looking for. Many are non-English 

speakers. Many are writers of historical fiction. Many are high school students. Many are serious readers of 

the Bible. Many simply want to answer one question, not get a full lesson in linguistics. 

 

I'm guilty of some of the things I criticize other sites for. Any site done by an individual is going to be, in 

some degree, eccentric and reflect the ego and cultural limitations of the creator. When I first put up the 

site, I wanted it to be as anonymous as possible (to avoid the "old-so-and-so" phenomenon). But people 

wanted to know who did it, and what his prejudices and preconceptions might be, as well as his 

qualifications and methodology, and I got accused of hiding that. It's a fair demand. So I linked the 

dictionary to my personal pages and biography, so people could see me for themselves (as presented by me, 

of course). Now, of course, I get accused of ego-tripping and being a blowhard. 

 

Also, my site's been criticized for not listing the exact source of each bit of information in each entry. I 

understand this criticism, and it's valid. I wish I could color-code every letter so that, for instance, the 

information from Klein would be in red, and the information from Weekley in green, and the information 

from OED in blue (purple for Klein-OED agreements, etc.). Besides being an enormous pain in the ass for 

me, it would make the page look like crap. But I find the objection is raised most often by people who, by 

virtue of their advanced understanding of language and the depth of their inquiry, really shouldn't be using 

my site in the first place. It's not for them. It's for the rest of us. 

 

In the beginning, to set my site apart from the others, and to emphasize that it was (or was meant to be) 

more like an old academic dictionary than a chatty website, I deliberately gave it an archaic look and feel. 

The typefaces, the layout, even the colors were meant to suggest a book. I still like the clean, simple look of 

it. But I also used the old style abbreviations. If I had it all to do over, I probably wouldn't do that, as it adds 

a burden for the non-specialist and diminishes the searchability of the site. Abbreviations are a relic of 

paper print technology, when space equalled money. Space on the Internet is all but free, so there's no need 

for them. (However, since the rise of hand-held browsing devices, I've started to get complains that my 

entries sometimes are "too long to fit on one screen," so maybe the abbreviations turn out to have a use.) 

 

All of which probably closes in on the paradox, or perplexity, that you noted about my site. It has the look 

and feel of an old academic text book – but it is compiled by a rank amateur and meant to be used by 

average people. "The poor man's OED" is how I think of it, and that's not entirely a metaphor. But I think 

it's why some people really dislike it (e.g. wordorigins.org). I look like I'm passing myself off as an 

expert in something I have no right to act like an expert about. I don't really know how to solve that 

problem except by disclaiming expertise in my introduction and identifying myself as an educated and 

deliberately careful chooser and compiler of expert sources. When students beyond the casual undergrad 

level write to me and ask me to explain something about an entry, I generally tell them that they shouldn't 

be using my site and they should be going to the library or the OED online.2 

 
2  Although I haven’t had the level of reader interaction or criticism that Mr. Harper has, I share his 

concerns about ensuring that my lexicon is designed with a particular audience in mind and that they are 

able to find useful and reliable information in it, while at the same time admitting that I am in no way an 

authority figure in these matters. 

http://www.wordorigins.org/
http://wordorigins.org/
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Yet one of my most cherished email "thank you" notes is from a college student in Siberia, who not only 

had no access to a print OED, she had no credit card to subscribe to it online. She said she couldn't have 

completed her education without my site. I cherish it, in part, because it reminds me of the burden3 I 

unwittingly took on in starting this project, and because it reminds me to keep making it better every day. 

It's become a chore. My earliest versions of the site (it was on Geocities at first, believe it or not) were 

pretty superficial. I figured it was only a matter of time before a good, real, thorough, free, usable-by-

everyone academic English etymology site was up and I could take mine down. But that still hasn't 

happened as far as I know. 

 

I'm glad there are other sites that offer etymologies, so people don't have to rely entirely on me. But I still 

haven't found one that seems to me to be an equal or better version of what I'm trying to do4, so I keep 

trying to make my own site a better version of my own site. It's a good ego-stroke and it gives me an outlet 

for my creative or obsessive energies, but really someone else should be doing this. 

  

What standards have you developed regarding whether or not to include a given word? How often do 

you decide that a suggested word isn't worth adding, and what's usually the reason? 

 

I'm a journalist by trade, though not by training, and newspaper reporters have to learn to regard themselves 

as "typical" to do their jobs: In other words, "if I write this article so it makes sense to me and my 

newsroom peers, it probably will make sense to the readers."5 I applied that standard in starting the site. If I 

recognized the word, if I'd used it or seen it used, I put it in there. If not, I didn't. 

 

I'm aware that people will be looking as often for old and obscure words as well as current ones, so I 

include many of these. Or words that are not quite fully taken into English and still are considered foreign. 

Although etymonline is meant to be a dictionary of English, it includes entries for a few non-English 

words. 

 

Since then, readers have written to ask me to include words that were missing – perhaps a Britishism or a 

bit of gamer slang I might never have encountered. And after I teamed with Dictionary.com, they were 

able to send me a huge list of words people had searched for on their site, which I've been slowly working 

through for the past year, adding them in. So in part, the word list has been shaped by the users. 

 

[Which leads to the interesting problem of what you do when you learn the misspelled version of a word is 

searched far more often than the correct spelling. In some cases, I've actually created entries for the 

misspellings, referring people to the proper spelling.] 

 

I can't think of many words I've rejected flat-out when someone proposed them. The only case that comes 

to mind is the one where some random guy – call him Ed Smith, I forget his real name, offered to pay me if 

I included "Smithesque: Of or like the writings of Ed Smith." Something like that. 

 

I include the "naughty" words as well as the clean ones. Some well-meaning and polite people (often home-

schoolers) have argued with me to remove them, but that hardly seems right to me. I've often wanted to do 

 
3  It’s interesting that, despite making no profit on his enterprise, Mr. Harper feels the same sense of 

responsibility felt by Johnson and Webster. This is apparently, and appropriately, due to both holding 

himself to personal goals and standards and the motivation of knowing how his work has helped others. 

 
4  Speaking as one who consults etymonline frequently, I must agree with him on this point. The 

OED is far more comprehensive and authoritative, but it is also far more expensive. The poor man’s OED 

is still very much  needed. 

 
5  This take on oneself as a typical audience member is something I believe all lexicographers fall 

into, consciously or not. 

http://www.dictionary.com/
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a kids' version of the dictionary, simplified and cleansed of the dirty words, but I doubt I'll ever have the 

time. 

 

A more common question for me is how much information to include in a given entry. I tend to err on the 

side of giving too much. 

 

Then there's the matter of "Proto-Indo-European" and reconstructed roots. This is really a whole different 

discipline than sifting through the written records for word histories. It's highly speculative. At first I 

wanted nothing to do with that, but the users kept asking for them, so I broke down and added them. I still 

don't trust them all, but doing so allows me to connect whole groups of words through back-links, which is 

one of the fantastic qualities of an Internet dictionary. You don't only get the origin of word X. You can 

click and discover that X also is related to Y and Z and Q and L. And you can enter that stream at any 

point. 

 

Then there are the "of unknown origin" words, of which there are not a few. These, naturally I suppose, 

attract a lot of attention. The most conservative sources (notably the OED) hold to a rigid agnosticism in 

such cases. But the average reader often wants to know, even if there is no sure answer to how a word came 

into being, what guesses have been made by the experts or acknowledged as plausible by them. So I have 

included those where I find them, hopefully making it clear that these are guesses. Some other online 

etymologists, especially those with an OED fetish, find this sufficient cause to dismiss etymonline. I think 

it helps, as long as I keep clear what's a guess and what's not. 

 

How do you hope or intend people to use your site? 

 

However they damn well please! A lot of the ways I see it used online make me cringe. I'm putting out 

good information (if I'm doing this right). If you want to shoot yourself in the foot with it, that's up to you. 

 

Sometimes I take pains in writing an entry to steer people away from errors I can anticipate. I try to avoid 

definitions unless it is essential to include them to distinguish one word from another or one usage from 

another. Because etymologies are not definitions, and it is a fallacy to treat them as such. Just because 

"niggardly" has no historical connection to the N-word doesn't mean a person who uses it today in 

conversation isn't trying to make a racist jab, for example. 

  

Is copyright a concern for your website? What, if any, precautions do you take in order to ensure 

nobody else copies and takes credit for your material? 

  

I think the fact that etymonline is readily available for free discourages anyone else from trying to make 

money off my work. I let people take from it at will – it's there to be used. If someone approaches me with 

an idea to use etymonline as the basis for a map of the history of English, I say go for it. The only thing I 

object to is someone making money from my work. I've had to stop some people from ripping the content 

and selling it as an iPhone app, for instance. But if someone wanted to do something like that, I doubt I 

have the legal resources to stop him. My best defense against that is that I update the site literally every 

day, and if someone convinces you to buy a version of it from a month ago, there are hundreds of missing 

words and outdated entries in it.6 

 

Do you write your own html code? How much work does adding or editing an entry on your site 

involve? 

  

Yes, and a whole lot more than I like. I don't have any macros for this. I wish I did. I also have to keep 

handy a text file with all the non-English characters that I might have to use (å,  ç, é, ñ, ø,  ü,  š, etc., etc.). 

It's a lot of cut and paste. 

 
6  The idea of someone else making money off of my work without my permission would infuriate 

me. I certainly understand why it would bother him, not only due to the intellectual property theft, but also 

because he created his site specifically so that people wouldn’t have to pay in order to get basic, reliable 

etymological information. 
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I never broke it down by entry, but I'm going to guess that writing one average entry – researching the word 

in 10 or so books, shaking the notes into a coherent form, and then coding them in properly to the site – 

takes me 15 or 20 minutes on a good day using the system I've evolved. I don't even want to think about 

how much time I've spent on this. 

 

------------------ 

from Douglas Harper 

date  Fri, Jul 30, 2010 at 4:06 PM 

 

Over the years, what has frustrated you the most about maintaining your website? 

 

People who take it for more than it is, or for something it's not. People using etymologies as definitions. 

People mistaking words for realities.7 People who treat me as their personal researcher (especially when I'm 

clearly being asked to do some lazy student's homework). People who are sniffing around to find my 

"agenda." In short, people. 

 

What has surprised you the most? 

 

The overwhelmingly positive response I've had from academics. I have historically not had good 

experiences with professors and graduate students, and I steeled myself for the worst when I started this 

project. I knew I was trespassing on their turf. But the ones who have contacted me have been patient, 

helpful, and shown every indication if wishing to make the site even better, rather than slagging it. A great 

many have used the site in their instruction or recommended it to their students. It's gone a long way to 

dispel my former bad image of them, acquired partly from having grown up in a college town and seeing 

how they behave in bars. 

  

What are some of the most entertaining, fascinating, and/or useful things you've learned in the 

process of researching and writing word origins? 

  

I've learned more about human nature than I expected: The tendency of neutral words to become negative 

words over time, for instance. And the timelessness of images. Often you can find a formal-sounding, 

Latinate word for something, and alongside it there's a colorful slang term describing the same thing, based 

on some graphic or scatological image. Then when you pick apart the Latin word and trace it to its source, 

it turns out to be the same image as the modern slang term. 

 

What is your favorite word origin? (Mine so far is sarcophagus.) 

 

I choose not to play favorites. They're all my children. In fact, I have a warm spot for the slow, dull ones, 

the ones that never will make it to anyone's "most interesting etymologies" list. They need love, too.8 

 

What should I call my dictionary instead of "Word Novelties R Us." (The name is blah. I need 

something better.) [NOTE: I asked him this question before I ultimately decided to call my project 

“Dashing the Anemoi.”] 

 

Think about your audience. Who is it for? Think about what you want your site to be. It will come to you. 

 

 
7  This, I suspect, may be the complaints of prescriptive lay people who may not be aware of the 

existence of a prescriptive versus descriptive debate. It also reminds me of the outrage exhibited at 

Webster’s Third, which primarily concerned objections both intellectually finicky and emotionally 

disproportionate. 

 
8  Like, I think, many lexicographers, and certainly like myself, Harper appears to view his work as 

one of both creation and of love. It would be interesting to see if all lexicon writers view their work in 

parental terms. 
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I didn't do well in naming mine, by the way. It was way back at the beginning, and the name "Online 

Etymology Dictionary" was suggested to me on a whim by a friend. We thought it was a lark that the 

initials also happened to be OED. Now, 10 years later, the site is big and successful enough that people 

think I'm really trying to be a rival to the Oxford English Dictionary. When I started it, the Internet was 

mostly an English language experience. Now it's global, and I feel like there ought to be an "English" in my 

site's title somewhere, because obviously it's not about the etymology of Chinese or Arabic. Too late now. 

 

"Etymonline" was a good choice, on the other hand, and I usually call it that. 

 

Do you have any advice for my site? 

 

The organizational style is interesting. Keep playing with it. Find ways to do things no one has tried before 

and to be things no one has been before. Look for a niche and fill it. 

 

And don't believe everything you read on the Internet. 

 

------------------ 

from me 

date  Thu, Aug 19, 2010 at 2:13 AM 

 

Thank you sincerely for your prompt and thorough responses. This is all a great help, and I 

apologize for not responding sooner myself. 

 

For the moment, I just have one more question: Could you suggest one word that isn't in my 

dictionary yet, but should be? 

 

I've decided to request suggestions from each of the word hobbyists and gurus I've found online, due 

to both curiosity and to a desire for a collection of memorable words learned from folk I talked to 

while working on my thesis. 

 

I am curious what sort of bad behavior at bars academics in your area were known for that was so 

off putting. Were they trying to pick up the ladies with the most obnoxious puns imaginable? ;-D 

 

Again, thank you so much for your help. Best wishes to you in all things! 

 

------------------ 

from Douglas Harper 

date  Thu, Aug 19, 2010 at 4:04 Pm 

 

Since I favor the "everyday" words, not the arcane ones, I probably can't be much help to you. But I might 

suggest the drudgery of a copy editing write-through. I'm currently on such a slog myself, only as far as 

"E," but every day I'm appalled by the typos and solecisms I turn up in my own work. It's far less 

interesting than adding words, but unless you have a staff, you have to do it yourself. 

  

I grew up within walking distance of Bryn Mawr, Haverford, and a few lesser lights. The professors 

already had their bevvies of adoring undergraduates. Their fun was to take the girls down to the yuppie 

bars, set up a throne, and accost random patrons with Socratic questions and mock the answers to the 

applause of the co-eds. Of course it was not permitted to slug them. 
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 Mike Fischer of “Worthless Word for the Day” 

 

In contrast to Harper's love of undervalued common words, Mike Fischer's lexicographical heart goes pitter 

patter for undervalued obscure vocabulary. Hence, he created the Worthless Word for the Day website, 

which catalogs such gems as alkahest ([NL alchahest]  the universal solvent sought by alchemists) and 

fysigunkus (someone who is totally devoid of curiosity). Like the interview with Harper, the replies sent by 

Fischer covered a wide range of lexicographical matters, such as how he finds words for inclusion and the 

frustrating drudgery of maintaining the site. 

_________________________________________ 

 

from  Mike Fischer 

date  Wed, Aug 11, 2010 at 2:47 AM 

 

What motivated you to start writing the Worthless Word of the Day? Why did you decide to 

put this resource on-line? 

as I've said somewhere on my site, this started as a word for the day on the blackboard at work. eventually, 

I sent it out to a local email list and it just snowballed from there.9 

 

[Under the heading on his page listing the collected “worthless words” alphabetically 

(http://home.comcast.net/~wwftd/abc.htm) is this statement: 

Herein is a complete list of "wwftd"s™ dating from ca. 1987 to present. This started as a "word for the day 

up on the blackboard" sort of thing and has degenerated into its current form; irregular distribution to a mail 

list via e-mail... and now this.] 

What inspired your "hogwash" words collection? Did you snag the idea from Wait Wait, Don't Tell 

Me on NPR, or did they thieve that idea from you? :-) 

 

we started playing word games on the AWAD forums, and I introduced the Dictionary Game, which has 

been commercialized as "Balderdash"; well, we couldn't call it Balderdash, could we?! 

 

I trademarked hogwashT and became the hogmaster©. (not really – I just like to throw the symbols 

around.) now, what is this NPR thing? 

 

What likes and dislikes about other dictionaries helped guide aspects of your own project? 

 

my biggest gripe is the lack of pronunciation or a sensible pronunciation guide. I haven't come up with a 

very good solution, though. 

 

What dictionary (besides your own) is your favorite, and why? 

 

my favorite dict. is the online OED! if you don't know about this already, you should look into it: many 

libraries subscribe to this pricey service and provide free online access to card holders 

 

What is your favorite word? 

 

oh, come on! but, one of my favorites (for fairly obvious reasons) is floccinaucinihilipilification: the 

categorizing of something as worthless 

 

------------------ 

from  Mike Fischer 

 
9  Like every other word project I’ve found, Fischer’s began with his personal interests. 

http://home.comcast.net/~wwftd/abc.htm
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date  Mon, Aug 16, 2010 at 3:57 PM 

 

How do you gather terms for your dictionary? 

 

they come from a variety of sources. first and foremost, from my own reading, as this provides a 

readymade citation (the emails nearly always include at least one citation – if I can't find a citation it really 

detract from word interest (exception: a really clever neologism that just never caught on); other sources 

include: various obscure word lists, contributions from subscribers, dictionary browsing(!), various word 

books (purchases and gifts), various web sites devoted to words, etc. 

 

What are your standards for determining whether or not a word makes it into your collection? 

 

you may have seen my site disclaimer, which sums this up fairly well. 

http://home.comcast.net/~wwftd/disclaim.htm 

 

[From the website he linked to, here is his answer to the above question: 

 

1. obscure, abstruse and/or recondite word, especially one not falling into the following categories: medical 

terms, foreign monetary units, foreign units of measure, legal terms, or professional jargon of any type. 

  

2. obscure, abstruse and/or recondite word, including such falling into the following categories, if deemed 

to be appropriately ludicrous: medical terms, foreign monetary units, foreign units of measure, legal terms, 

or professional jargon of any type.  

 

3. word deemed by the wwftd master (w.m.) to meet definitions 1) or 2) above, and subsequently included 

in an aperiodic mailing to the minions and lackeys of the wwftd master. 

 

* By definition, the final arbiter on the appositeness (or lack thereof) of any worthless word (ww) in any 

situation is the w.m. (me). wwftd minions and lackeys (i.e., you) are welcome to submit potential words, as 

the w.m. does not claim to have first hand knowledge of all medical terms, foreign monetary units, etc. (but 

don't hold your breath).  – w.m.] 

 

What about working on your dictionary has surprised you the most? 

 

the sheer number of obscure, abstruse and/or recondite words 

 

What has frustrated you the most about maintaining or running your website? 

 

that I haven't had the time or wherewithal to automate more of the upkeep process 

 

How often do you add new words? Do you have a list of words to add? If so, how long is it? 

 

this used to be a Mon. thru Fri. endeavor; now that I'm retired and have more time on my hands I find that 

these updates happen less often. in truth, I have to admit that I don't get the enjoyment that I used to just 

going through lists of words, and much prefer those occasions when I have to look up something that I've 

read. I've got a notebook(s) where I jot down words and (later) add meanings, but I've culled the best and 

most interesting words therein. 

 

How often do you rewrite or modify entries? 

 

when I first started the dictionary, I just added all the words I'd blackboarded or emailed to that point, word 

plus def'n. so I've got hundreds of entires that lack etymology and/or pronunciation. I could make a full-

time occupation out of these updates, but I only manage to do them now and then when I'm "in the area", as 

it were. also, I'll occasionally find a new and interesting usage of a word I've already got and then I'll resend 

it and update that entry. 

 

http://home.comcast.net/~wwftd/disclaim.htm


 

 

 

28 

How has being on-line affected your dictionary work? 

 

for sure, it takes an inordinate amount of time maintaining the website. 

 

Do you write your own HTML or other code? 

 

yes, I'm still using HTML 4. 

 

 

 

------------------ 

from  Mike Fischer 

date  Wed, Aug 18, 2010 at 8:56 PM 

 

What are some of the most entertaining, fascinating, and/or useful things you've learned about words 

due to maintaining your web site? 

 

- there are some very good writers that pay no attention whatsoever to the shibboleth regarding the use of 

"hard words"; e.g., Pynchon, Stephenson, John Banville, et al 

- people do some very strange things with 'language memes'; e.g., the :pyg: family, phobias, manias, etc. 

- OEDILF (The Omnificent English Dictionary In Limerick Form); quite humorous but of dubious value 

 

How do you hope or intend people to use your site? 

 

I hope that folks will be inspired to open themselves up to the boundless possibilities of our language.10 

 

What is your process for writing definitions, and what kind of research do you do in order to ensure 

that your definitions are accurate? 

 

I start with definitions from our great resources, such as the OED and W311, and try to combine and refine 

such that they read with a little more.. flair(?); I especially try NOT to follow def'ns from other word lists. 

 

What, if any, precautions do you take against plagiarism? 

 

I've given up that effort for the most part – that ship has sailed! which is to say that you'll drive yourself 

crazy seeing all of that type of thing that goes on. 

 

What constraints (time, money, etc.) have limited, frustrated, or slowed the maintenance of your site? 

 

yes, definitely time and money.  ; ) 

 

------------------ 

from   me 

date  Wed, Aug 18, 2010 at 10:26 PM 

 

Again, thank you VERY much. I have only one more question. 

 

Could you suggest one word that isn't in my dictionary yet, but should be? 

 

I've decided to ask each of the lexicographers who've written me back this question, and think it'd be 

interesting to compare the words they send. Word suggestions are always helpful, but this would be a sort 

 
10  A social goal tied to a love of words, word meanings, or communication generally is common 

throughout lexicon makers. 
11  W3 refers to Webster’s Third, discussed earlier. 



 

 

 

29 

of commemorative act done for my time spent turning my project into a thesis. 

 

Thank you so much! 

 

 

 

------------------ 

from  Mike Fischer 

date  Thu, Aug 19, 2010 at 9:04 AM 

 

this strikes me as a sort of cack-handed way of asking, "what's your favorite word?"- very tacky, Anna.  

*<8-D 
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 Chris Bird of the “Grandiloquent Dictionary” 

 

Unlike the projects discussed above, Chris Bird's “Grandiloquent Dictionary” was begun with no intention 

of creating a public resource. Nevertheless, an intrigued public demonstrated interest in his site early on. 

His efforts, like those of each other dictionary hobbyist, have become a community matter. Some of the 

most interesting parts of the discussion below, in my opinion, come from his stories explaining just how 

widespread his influence has become and how a community incidentally created itself as a result of his 

work. Like the previously interviewed authors, Chris Bird clearly makes an effort to be accurate in his word 

definings, but does not claim to be an authority figure on the matter and admits subjectivity in word 

selection. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

from  me 

date  Wed, July 28, 2010 at 6:50pm  

 

I'm a grad student working on her master's thesis, and I would love the opportunity to interview you. 

My thesis is a critical comparison of my own dictionary project 

(http://www.freewebs.com/webby407/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon.htm) with work done by 

other lexicographers, particularly individual lexicographers (rather than professional committees), 

from before Samuel Johnson all the way up to the e-dictionary makers of today. I mostly want to 

know about how other people choose which words to include or not include, what parts of the 

traditional dictionary to include (etymology, word meaning, example sentences, etc.), what their 

processes are for defining a word, how they imagine/hope that the resource they're creating will be 

used, and what's surprised them over the years about their own projects. 

 

Your work is similar in spirit to mine, as both of our projects focus on difficult or strange words. 

That makes you a particularly useful potential interviewee, and I look forward to learning more 

about our lexicons' similarities and differences. 

 

Whenever you have the opportunity to write back, I'd be immensely grateful to hear from you. Thank you 

very much for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Anna Matsen  

 

------------------ 

from  Chris Bird 

date  Mon, Aug 2, 2010 at 1:55am 

 

Hi Anna, 

 

I would be happy to discuss my dictionary project with you for your thesis. I am not near a phone very 

often, but you can certainly ask question here or through the email address: egbird@islandnet.com  

 

My own dictionary actually started almost as an accident. I had collected dictionaries and books of odd 

words for several years, and when I was starting graduate school I couldn't take them with me. So I copied 

my favourite words into a database file that I could take with me (this was in the mid 1990's before the 

internet was common). In 1998 I put the file online on my webpage so I could access it remotely, and to my 

complete surprise it got thousands of hits almost immediately. I had never intended it to be a public 

resource – I always thought that online versions of OED or other major dictionaries would be more popular 

– but a lot of people liked my collection. 

 

The way I choose the words for my dictionary is pretty subjective. I include (1) big words – usually over 

fifteen letters guarantees a position, (2) words that I haven't heard before,(3) any word that seems so 

http://www.freewebs.com/webby407/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon.htm
mailto:egbird@islandnet.com


 

 

 

31 

specific as to be useless – for example there is a word that describes only the situation of a man who 

marries his dead wife's sister, and finally (4) anything that I find funny. My dictionary has never been 

intended as a complete reference book, more like an entertaining glimpse of the most bizarre parts of the 

English language. 

 

There has been some debate among my friends and online viewers about what elements should be included 

in the dictionary. I have had a few people insist that it needs a pronunciation guide, but others say that with 

different dialects it would be too awkward to include (and my early word processors couldn't handle 

phonetic symbols). At times I have considered adding them, but it always seemed like too much work. The 

same is true of etymology – I can almost always spot the linguistic origin of a word, so I never included 

those, and I have found too often the etymology is unknown anyway. So I chose early on to just present the 

words and their definitions, and let Google or Wikipedia handle the details :)12 

 

I have had some debates online about definitions as well. Some words seem to have very different 

meanings in different cultures. For example the word "autotheism" means worship of one's self or a strong 

belief in you own ability, but a few years ago someone told me that centuries ago it was also used by a 

group of devil worshippers to describe themselves! So I usually just go with the most common definitions, 

or the most general, unless there is some reason to add others. 

 

As for how I imagine or hope it is used, I just enjoy watching how it is used. (Last year I made a page 

listing some of the obscure uses at http://chrisbird.synthasite.com/dictionary.php). 

 

When I started, it was just a list of words for my own use but over the years I have seen it made into several 

online games and published a few times as books. I had one gentleman convert it into a mobile phone app 

that could look up words. Probably the most remote was a company in Israel that asked permission to make 

it into a calendar!13 

 

Another surprise was the international interest in my dictionary. There is a map on both the main site and 

the one I gave above that shows a yellow dot for each location where my site was accessed and it spans the 

whole globe.14 It still amazes me to see my dictionary used from above the arctic circle all the way to 

remote places in Africa. Last year I found out from google statistics that my dictionary was the top entry 

for searches for "rare words" and "obscure words". I honestly never expected to be able to compete with the 

commercial dictionary sites, so that was also shocking to me. 

 

On the negative side, the most surprising two things were the rudeness toward my work and the plagiarism. 

Fortunately the rude people are rare, but someone sent me a copy of an article in a newspaper from the 

southern US that criticized my dictionary for not being of the quality of the Oxford Unabridged or other pro 

sites. I was hurt by that since I am doing this for free and never claimed that this was anything more than 

just for fun.15 The plagiarism was a little worse – the perfect example was a website in 2005 that copied 

mine word-for-word, even including my name in the html comments section, but claiming authorship of it. 

 
12  My reasons for not including etymologies and pronunciation were related. It is also of note that 

the original dictionaries did not include such information. Focusing merely on the definition of a term is 

both a very old and recently popular style among lexicographical writers. 

 
13  His success is both fascinating and enviable. I suspect it is a result of both the uniqueness of his 

project (especially when he first started it) and the clarity and accuracy of his definitions. 

 
14  Immediate access to usage information would, no doubt, be extremely enviable to Johnson, 

Webster, and the older dictionary writers.\ 

 
15  It’s highly interesting, if unsurprising, that so many dictionary writers have love-hate 

relationships with the public. They always seem to end up as both the motivation to continue improving a 

site and the greatest frustration of maintaining the site. This very much appears to be due to a mismatch 

between the intentions of the authors and the expectations of the readers.  

http://chrisbird.synthasite.com/dictionary.php
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A friend of mine wrote to that site and they told him that they wrote it themselves! So after that incident I 

did have to register a copyright on my dictionary and it stopped them quite quickly.16 Aside from those few 

incidents though, it has been a very positive experience for me. 

 

I am not sure if that answers your questions, but certainly feel free to email me if you have anymore. I am 

always happy to discuss the fine art of lexography. 

 

Cheers, 

Chris Bird 

 

------------------ 

from  Chris Bird 

date  Wed, Sept 29, 2010 at 1:31am 

 

Sorry for my own delay in replying, but things kept happening to delay me. I too will try to be more prompt 

in the future :) 

 

I sure hope that Israeli company sent you a copy of the calendar they made, purely for the delightful 

randomness of it! 

 

In hindsight maybe I should have asked the company in Israel to send me a copy, but I didn't think about it 

at the time and they didn't offer. That would be quite something to hang on my office wall though. 

 

Have any specific likes or dislikes about other dictionaries helped guide aspects of your own project? 

 

Not really. As I said last time, one of the motivations for creating my dictionary was that I was going to be 

travelling more frequently and I couldn't lug a large dictionary around. I have a couple of unabridged 

dictionaries, but they are very large and heavy, and at least 90% of the words are so common that I would 

never need to look them up. 

 

I did like some of the specialized dictionaries though, like Mrs.Byrne's collection of unusual and rare 

words, because it has the same philosophy of only including words that an average educated person might 

not know. But I didn't start acquiring those sorts of books until after I had already started my own. 

 

What dictionary (besides your own) is your favorite, and why? 

 

There are a couple of them that I really like for different reasons. The first is a book called “There's a Word 

For It” by Charles Elster. It isn't really a dictionary, so much as a collection of essays on weird words and 

several listings of words by category instead of alphabetical. For example, it has an entire section on 

phobias so that if you need to know what a certain fear is called, you can just look through the list. Such a 

search would be impossible in a traditional dictionary. That was also the first book of rare words I owned, 

and really started my interest in odd words. 

 

The second dictionary I really like is a 1940's Oxford Unabridged that I found in a store full of old junk. It 

has a classic feel to it, and unlike most books printed in recent years it is really well made. But the most 

important reason that I like it is that it contains a large number of older words which were removed from 

the English language through the 1960s and 1970s when society seemed to move towards more plain 

language. I find that even in modern unabridged dictionaries, there are a lot of words that are now omitted 

due to a lack of use. 

 

What is your favorite word? (An unfair question, I'm sure, but I'm always curious what people 

might answer.) 

 
16 I find it notable that, unlike some of the other online lexicographers but very much like Noah 

Webster, Mr. Bird felt the need for copyright protection. 
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I have so many favourite words that I don't think I could ever choose. It depends in part on how I am 

feeling or what I am dealing with – for example I usually like the word 'pachycephalic' (being thick-

skulled) when I have to deal with bureaucracy. Most of the time my favourite words are the ones which are 

longest and most useless – like 'subbathysiderodromophobia' which is the fear of falling under a subway 

train. 

 

How often do you add new words? Do you have a list of words to add? If so, how long is it? How 

often do you rewrite or modify entries? 

 

I add words whenever I find one I like, or when I have some free time. At this point most of the words that 

I could find from an average dictionary are already included, so there isn't much point in setting aside time 

to search for new ones (although I still do it sometimes). 

I maintain the master version of the dictionary as a MSWorks database file (the software is very outdated, 

but I never quite get around to translating everything into a newer format). At present the list has just over 

3000 entries, although there are a few duplicates in the list. I also include in the file notations on where I 

found each word and a flag on each entry based on whether I really like the word. That way I can quickly 

export a shorter dictionary of the most bizarre words I find. 

 

But that database file is the same one that I first started with long ago, and I just keep transferring it from 

one computer to another when I upgrade. 

 

Do you write your own html or other code? 

 

I actually do write all my own code. I learned computer programming in the 1980s and so whenever a new 

language came along I was usually the first to use it. I taught myself HTML in the early 1990s, and 

converted my dictionary to it so I could publish online. (It isn't a difficult conversion – with the database 

software I can just tell my computer to add the HTML tags to each word) 

 

In the last few years though I have found it works better to publish the dictionary using the LaTeX 

language to create a PDF file. But the process is similar – I just have the database software add all the 

markup tags that are needed. 

 

How do you find most of the words you've added? Are they words from your reading that you've 

looked up? Do you ever browse word lists for inspiration? 

 

When I started writing my dictionary I would just add words from a few books I was reading, or I would 

look through other dictionaries for interesting words to add. After I published it online I found people 

would e-mail me interesting words, and if they were real I would add them in as well. Sometimes I also 

find words in my everyday life that I include – for example when I would attend conference lectures as a 

graduate student I would jot down anything interesting that the lecturer said including odd words. It is 

getting a little more difficult now though, since most of the words that anyone uses are already included.17 

 

I do sometimes read other word lists, but unless I know that the author has a good source and a good 

reputation I try to avoid including too much. Unfortunately there are a few lists that are completely wrong 

on many words – a few times I have received emails correcting definitions that I got from such word lists. 

(Although sometimes if I like the wrong definition and it isn't too erroneous I include both definitions) 

 

What is your process for writing definitions, and what kind of research do you do in order to ensure 

that your definitions are accurate? 

 

 
17  The use of one’s own experiences as inspiration for adding words was used by Johnson and 

Webster, and is used by me. This creates, I think, the special personalization of the individual-written 

dictionary. 
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I don't worry too much about being perfectly accurate. I have never intended for my dictionary to be a 

100% accurate reference that rivals the Oxford or Webster dictionaries – in fact when I started they did not 

have websites so there was no competition for my work. I also always remember a teacher telling me long 

ago that English is a dynamic language and words should never be so precisely defined that they become 

unusable.18 

 

Having said all of that, I do what I can to check the accuracy of definitions. Many of the words are derived 

from Latin and Greek, so the first check I can do is to compare the definition with my own knowledge of 

those languages (or looking up the base words in Latin or Greek textbooks). I also try to compare each 

definition with a second reference, and sometimes a third. I have had people e-mail me words but their 

definitions do not match the dictionary definitions so I don't include them. I have also had people correct 

my definitions when there are subtle differences – such as professional chemists correcting technical terms 

that are used in their research or people from other countries or cultures who might tell me that a word has 

a very specific meaning to them. 

 

And of course the final check is that a lot of people read my dictionary and if I make an error they are quick 

to tell me :) 

 

Have any constraints (of time, money, etc.) limited, frustrated, or slowed the maintenance of your 

site? 

 

Not too much. Maintaining the dictionary is a hobby for me, so time hasn't been much of a problem since I 

can work on it on weekends or holidays. I did ease up on it for a while when I was completing graduate 

school and focusing on schoolwork, but other than that it hasn't been a problem. And having a background 

in HTML coding and website design has meant I didn't have to spend much time with that either. I have 

also always had either free web hosting included with my internet service or access to free web hosting 

online, so money hasn't been a problem either. 

 

The greatest constraint now is just finding words that are interesting but not yet included in my database. 

 

BONUS QUESTIONS! 

Do you have any suggestions for what I should call my dictionary instead of "Word Novelties R Us"? 

It feels so very "blah", yet I haven't been able to come up with something appropriate yet clever yet. 

Do you have any advice for my site? [NOTE: I asked this question before I came up with “Dashing the 

Anemoi” as the title of my dictionary.] 

 

I think the title you are using isn't too bad, although I would probably drop the 'R Us' part. But something 

like 'Novelty Words' or 'Word Novelties' sounds like an interesting title for just novelty words. If you want 

to make it a little higher class, you could scan through word lists (your own or others) for interesting words 

that could be made titles – like 'Lexicographers List' or 'Lexiphilia Online'. It is really the content of the site 

that will draw in visitors and keep them interested.  

 

What is one word not listed on my site that you think I should add to it? (I've decided to ask all the 

online lexicographers I can find this one, as I'm curious how their words will compare. And it will be 

a rather lovely memory of my time working on my thesis. ... Yay, pre-nostalgia. ;-D) 

 

My own bias has always been for the most useless words I could find, but since you are doing this as part 

of a thesis, perhaps a word like 'magnoperate' (to work on one's magnus opus). 

 

I hope that helps, and if you need anymore information feel free to reply (I will try hard to respond quicker 

this time). Good luck with your thesis. 

 

 

 
18 In this, his teacher shared in the spirit of Johnson, who, of course, refused to “embalm” words by 

placing strict or eternal limits on their usage, even in his own dictionary. 
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 Stephen Chrisomalis of the “Phrontistery” 

 

Last but not least, I was able to discuss with Stephen Chrisomalis his “Phrontistery"  adventures. The word 

reference he’s created reminds me, in some ways, of a thesaurus – particularly of Roget's Thesaurus, which 

organized words by category. He seems to follow clumps of words when, as he explains, he looks up words 

with a shared root, which then becomes a word-collection all its own. Of particular note is that, like many 

word resource writers, his purpose and goals in writing are a touch different from what the general public 

might presume. He mentions, for example, that he doesn’t actually think of himself as a lexicographer, but 

as a lister of hard words – much in the same spirit as the original “hard word” lexicons. As such, the 

definitions themselves are not actually the focus of his efforts. 

_________________________________________ 

 

from  Stephen Chrisomalis 

date  Wed, Nov 10, 2010 at 11:57 AM 

 

Why did you decide to keep the definitions in the IHL [International House of Logorrhea, a division 

within the Phrontistery] to one line? 

 

Well, the most compact answer would be 'laziness'.  When I developed the IHL my goal was not to produce 

a comprehensive list or even to produce a webpage.  It got its start in 1995 in part because I was preparing 

to take the GRE (Graduate Record Exam) which has a major component of rare words.  I received a copy 

of the Chambers Dictionary at Christmas 1994 and decided to plug through it and write up definitions for 

all the words I didn't know.  For that purpose, writing full and lengthy definitions was irrelevant.  19  So I 

produced this list at a time when not only did I not have a webpage, my computer didn't even have a web 

browser (my roommate at the time had the first version of Netscape, which I thought was incredibly cool), 

so my internet use was limited to email plus Usenet newsgroups.  By the time that late 1996 rolled around, 

I had a better computer, and was in grad school, and got a Geocities account and came up with the idea of 

posting it online (mercifully, that page no longer exists, even in archive form), along with a lot of other 

juvenilia.   

 

In retrospect you can make the case that having brief, handy definitions in list form has its use – you don't 

need a whole dictionary definition a lot of the time – but that was never the original purpose. 

 

Why did you decide to create so many category-based glossaries? Did you specifically decide to 

investigate, for example, unusual animals? What led you to take lexicographical interest in such an 

eclectic group of topics? 

 

Some of these glossaries were created initially just by going through the main word list and identifying 

words that had particular suffixes or prefixes, e.g. '-vorous' and '-phagous'  for 'Feeding and Eating', or 'iso-' 

for Contour Lines.  This is pretty simple, and since the site is my hobby, I haven't had limitless time to 

work on it.  Others were created semantically by searching for words that have a certain term in their 

definition – this is how the fabric list, e.g., got its start.  Over time, I have fleshed out these lists using the 

OED online, which let me do the kind of advanced searching I need to produce thorough, complete lists.  

And of course I have had many contributions from readers over the years, since the Phrontistery has been 

active since 1996.  Basically I have always been motivated to produce lists that don't otherwise exist online 

– thus, my longstanding reluctance, which I eventually overcame, to produce a phobias list, because phobia 

lists are everywhere online.  But some lists are extremely challenging for a nonspecialist to produce – e.g., I 

have always thought it would be interesting to do a list of unusual terms for food and drink, but it's very 

hard to compile anything that would actually be useful to anyone, rather than just a very incomplete list of 

foods and drinks based on the IHL. 

 

 
19  As with so many other lexicographers, personal interests (doing better on the GRE) and 

practicality (focusing on clear, easy-to-remember definitions) directed the goals and structure of his word 

resource creation. I particularly identify with this because my original goal was to collect and study words 

for the SAT and ACT. 
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Your Compendium of Lost Words is intriguing. Besides the obvious love of rare and strange words, 

was there anything else motivating the creation of this part of your site? Also, since you use Google to 

test whether or not a word is sufficiently "lost," I assume you're familiar with Googlewhacking20? Do 

you ever hunt through their lists for new words to add? 

 

The motivation for the CLW, other than the intrinsic motivation of doing something really interesting, 

emerged when I began to use the OED as a reference for expanding the Phrontistery back in the early part 

of the millennium.  I realized that so many words were unattested since the 17th or 18th centuries, and 

basically only even existed in the OED because 17th century lexicographers like Thomas Blount (to whom 

the CLW is dedicated, and from whose work I take the name of my blog, Glossographia) recorded them.  

The criterion of using Google did indeed emerge out of the Googlewhack concept, but of course it's quite 

different – a whack is a pair of words that only occurs once, whereas a lost word itself can't occur at all.  

You can find more information on my reasoning at the CLW FA http://phrontistery.info/clwfaq.html  
 

How has being an online resource affected the maintenance of your site? Do you write your own html 

code? How did you settle on your page's design? 

 

Yes, I write my own HTML code and have done so since 1996.   I'm no professional (as you can probably 

tell) but being able to code my own pages has been extremely valuable for me in lots of ways, including in 

my day job as a professor of anthropology.21  I wouldn't say I 'settled' on a design – the old design of the 

site reflected a very 1990s sensibility, and the current design is more of an early 2000s design. 

 

What likes and dislikes about other dictionaries helped guide the standards and style of your own 

project? What's your favorite dictionary to use as a resource, and what do you like about it? 

 

I'm a descriptivist at heart, so I like dictionaries that don't try to regulate or dictate usage too strongly, 

although there are fewer of those today than there used to be.  And dictionaries should be fun! The 

Chambers Dictionary, which is known for its playful definitions, like middle-aged – 'between youth and old 

age, variously reckoned to suit the reckoner', is a great example.22  But as a resource, I use the OED online, 

because of its word histories and quotations database, and because it's so flexibly searchable.   

 

How regularly do you add or modify entries on your site? 

 

Not much these days.  I used to do it every month, but lately I haven't had much time to devote to the site.   

Next year I have a sabbatical, and I hope to take a week to get things ship-shape again. 

 

How do you hope or intend people to use your site? Based on feedback you've gotten, do you think 

that's how most people use it? 

 

That's changed a lot over time.  In the 1990s a lot of people used it for school projects, for crosswords, etc., 

because a lot of dictionaries at that time didn't have a significant online process.  Today people have a lot 

more resources available, and search engines rank the professional sites more highly.  People today come to 

my glossaries more often than to the IHL itself, accordingly, because a lot of those word lists made back in 

1996 still have no exact parallel online. 

 
20 A googlewhack has been found when, using Google, a search for a combination of two words 

yields only a single hit. There is a website which lists thousands upon thousands of googlewhacks (which, 

incidentally, are then no longer googlewhacks, since they can be found on more than one Internet site). 

 
21 This means, of course, that all of the online lexicographers interviewed are familiar with html or 

another coding language that enables them to write each entry themselves. It is significant, I think, that so 

many immerse themselves in the nitty gritty drudgery of working on their word projects. 

 
22 An appreciation for the occasional overt cleverness and personality is, of course, reminiscent of 

Johnson. 

http://phrontistery.info/clwfaq.html
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What is your process for writing definitions? 

 

Brief.  Obviously I don't want to copy whole definitions or phrases, so I have developed an instinct for 

rewriting and rephrasing definitions to be sufficiently brief without sacrificing accuracy.  Because these are 

not dictionary definitions – I don't think of the IHL as a dictionary, but as a 'hard words' list – I am not 

concerned with capturing all the nuances or senses. 

 

I thought your idea of including a few fake words as protection against copyright infringement was 

clever. Have you ever had to confront someone (in the virtual world or otherwise) who was clearly 

taking credit for your work? 

 

Oh, yes, frequently.   I've even had people claim that they're just definitions, so they can take them freely 

(untrue). I've had people claim that they also made up the same fake definitions as me; do a google search 

for the phrase "chrisomalis – the loser who wrote this damn list" and you'll see that they're still out there 

blissfully unaware that I've planted the proof in my entries.  The idea of doing this is not my own – they 

have technical name "Nihilartikel" (nothing-article) among dictionary-makers, and they are also playfully 

known as "Mountweazels" after one famous instance. 

 

What issues have you had concerning funding? Does maintaining the site require you put money into 

it? Have you ever been able to make money from the Phrontistery? 

 

I keep a Paypal donation link open, and I have an Amazon Associates account where people who buy 

Amazon materials after clicking through my site give me a little money.  This is enough to cover the costs 

of hosting the site, so I've never had to put my own money into it.   Right before the dot-com bubble burst, I 

was in negotiations with an online dictionary startup which was going to pay me to license my word list, 

but that fell through.  I've thought from time to time about making a book out of the Compendium of Lost 

Words, writing little essays about these treasures, but I don't see any real commercial value in the word lists 

themselves.  I've always been averse to popups, banner ads, etc., and I am quite proud of the fact that my 

site is clean of the sort of advertising that you see on other sites.23 

 

Finally, I'm requesting a word suggestion from each online lexicographer, etymologist, etc. I can find. 

I'm hoping this will get me a few really great words and be a nice, memorable collection of terms to 

have learned while working on my thesis. So, could you suggest one word that isn't in my dictionary 

yet, but should be? 

 

My day job as an academic focuses on the study of numbering systems, so I'll give you two fantastic ones: 

 

zenzizenzizenzic: the eighth power of a number 

  Almost totally useless, absolutely beautiful to look at and to say.   It is the only English word with six Zs. 

 

tolfraedic (from the CLW): 'of reckoning one hundred as 120; duodecimal' 

  Derived from Icelandic, it refers to the fact that in many Northern European societies, 'hundred' could 

mean 100 or 120 depending on what you were counting. 

 

Thanks for giving me the opportunity to respond.  Let me know if you have any follow-up questions. 

 

Cheers, 

 

Stephen Chrisomalis 

 
23 This, obviously, is a wholly modern concern. There was no possibility in Johnson's time that one's 

dictionary reading experience would be interrupted by spontaneous advertisements materializing on the 

page. 
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http://phrontistery.info  

forthright@phrontistery.info  

 

http://phrontistery.info/
mailto:forthright@phrontistery.info
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Final Thoughts Regarding Online Lexicographers 

 

 So there it is; the lone lexicographers I talked with have several key experiences in common. They 

are folks with an interest in word meanings or origins who created a resource they wanted to use 

themselves. They designed and maintain their pages themselves. They worry about plagiarism, but mainly 

when someone else is making money by taking credit for their work. And while they each appreciate 

having an engaged public using their website, their biggest frustrations come from people expecting their 

page to be more (or their authors to do more) than what they can or want to do. For them, as for all 

dictionary writers, there is a mismatch between what the public expects and what the author intends, but the 

references they create are still proven useful by how very often they are used. 

 

 There are a few more resources worth mentioning purely for their uniqueness of style or purpose, 

even though they aren't being written by individuals. I haven't gotten cozy with Wordnik 

(http://www.wordnik.com/) quite yet, but it looks to be a worthy resource of grand intention: “a place 

for all the words, and everything known about them.” Though it doesn't seem to generate much content of 

its own, it does a great job of aggregating content, providing the most recent example citations around, and 

providing both useful and diverting statistics (from the popularity of a word's usage over the past 200 years 

to how many points a term is worth in Scrabble). Though I like the idea of a dictionary written via popular 

democracy (the wiki method), I consistently dislike the Wiktionary (http://en.wiktionary.org/). The 

information appears generally accurate, but the writing is so bland that even a line or two of it puts me to 

sleep. Of course, having an indefinite number of editors is likely doomed to kill any personal flair that 

might otherwise exist – and this is probably rightfully so. The Urban Dictionary 

(http://www.urbandictionary.com/) is like the Wiktionary except that it is 1) less accurate, 2) better 

written, and 3) more entertaining (in that “not safe for work” kind of way). It also has the intriguing feature 

of allowing all definitions of a word on a page (even if they are pure fabrications), but raising to the top of 

the page the definition that receives the most votes. The Visual Thesaurus 

(http://www.visualthesaurus.com/) – a handy hybridization of Peter Mark Roget's Thesaurus and 

Wikipedia's infinite clickability – simultaneously enhances and distracts from learning so effectively, it 

simply has to be good. I intend to spend more time exploring that site in the future. 

 

 This brings my attention, finally, to my own lexicon-in-progress. 

 

http://www.wordnik.com/
http://en.wiktionary.org/
http://www.urbandictionary.com/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/


 

 

 

41 

 

 

My Lexicon 

 

 

 “Dashing the Anemoi: A Lexicon-In-Progress” has been my pet project since sometime in the year 

2000. It is a collection of difficult and interesting words learned since high school. 

 Given my interviews with other online lexicographers, I decided to evaluate my own lexicon using 

an expanded set of similar questions. This became what is now my NAQ (WIANA) page 

(http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/NAQs.htm) [acronyms for “Never Asked 

Questions (Which I Am Nevertheless Answering)”]. What follows is a reorganized, reworded version of 

the information on my NAQs page. 

 

http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/NAQs.htm
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                              Past and Present Goals for “Dashing the Anemoi” 

 

 This project was merely an SAT vocabulary study sheet in its infancy. I liked the words I was 

learning from my handy, dandy vocabulary book and, being the unabashed nerd that I am, decided I wanted 

to remember them long after I'd taken the test. So, I typed them up. This turned into the hobby of 

researching and recording any word that has interested me since high school. 

 

 Initially, my reasoning for posting the lexicon online was, Why not? I had found my hobby both 

interesting and helpful, and it certainly couldn't hurt to share with others. Perhaps I'd even get useful 

feedback from random web surfers. At the time, I was also eager to learn and practice a bit more html 

coding. This would provide an excuse to do so. (I still just know the basics, and look up I-want-to-do-that 

coding as I go.) Now, however, the purpose for sharing has expanded. 

 

 The social agenda of sharing this material in the virtual world stems from a desire to help others 

increase their vocabulary. I view vocabulary growth, feeling comfortable using a word not just in writing 

but in conversation, as a tool for brain growth since it allows us to express a wider variety of thoughts than 

our capabilities would be otherwise. Being able to express one's thoughts and feelings accurately can be 

very important for effective communication and for psychological peace. Everybody (including myself) 

could benefit from improved communication skills and mental peace. I also believe our culture needs to do 

better encouraging all forms of intelligence, but of practical logic and worldly awareness in particular. This 

is why I don't include the common words that most people are already very familiar with and why I insist 

that difficult words should have absolutely clear, relatively easy definitions. Difficult words or ideas with 

straight-forward explanations are the ideal I'm working toward. 

 

 On a personal level, the main reason I persist in researching word after word (besides the hope of 

making sophisticated words more accessible to others) is because I feel that doing so – ever so gradually – 

expands and grounds my understanding of life as a whole. With each noun acquired, I learn a bit more 

about some slice of reality. For instance, with the knowledge of a few fencing terms, not only can I discuss 

that sport more intelligently, but if I've truly internalized the ideas then I ought to be able to make more 

effective parallels between it and other parts of life, such as the subtle yet dramatic moves made against one 

another by political opponents. 

 

 With each adjective, I'm more confident that I can accurately describe my world, and put a name 

to previously indefinable notions. For example, I remember in high school the first time I familiarized 

myself with the word “jaded.” In just two syllables, that word embodies dull, lethargic disinterest due to 

over-stimulation. It is an efficient yet poignant term whose absence in my mind might have caused 

unnecessary stress. Just as an ailing man or woman may desire to put a label on their condition, at least in 

order to comprehend it if not to overcome it, everyone (and especially every aspiring writer) has moments 

when they need to prevail upon their own thoughts and feelings by putting them into words. There are few 

things in this world more frustrating than an inability to make oneself understood. Increasing one's working 

vocabulary is one way of preventing that from happening – or, at least, making at-a-loss-for-words 

situations less frequent. 

 

 Though I recognize that words are merely tools and, in some ways, limit our minds as much as 

they expand them, I still feel the compulsion to define my existence, my experience, my sense of self in the 

universe. There is something about being able to put an idea into words that makes it feel more true, more 

concrete, more actual. My dictionary is a record of ideas I've attempted to internalize, to subsume into my 

worldview and even my identity. It is a collection of discrete hunks of my mind and soul. 
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                                                               Design, Audience, and Usage 

 

 First and foremost, my dictionary is designed to be browsed. Because it is organized by part of 

speech, its usage is potentially a hybrid of that for a dictionary and for a thesaurus. For example, someone 

might browse the adjectives or adverbs for some descriptive term they need and can't quite put their finger 

on. It's possible, of course, to look up a specific word as well. My lexicon is primarily for people interested 

in clearly-worded definitions of odd, rare, difficult, and beautiful words. You might say the words are hoity 

toity but their meanings are down-to-earth. 

 

 It should be noted that I have very little idea whether or not my dictionary is being used this way. 

Most of the feedback I get is from avowed nerds who've really enjoyed browsing the site. That, of course, 

is fantastic to hear, and I hope the site continues to give browsing pleasure to word nerds. I would also like, 

however, to know whether or not the original purpose is being fulfilled: do non-word fanatics find my site 

useful – assuming they encounter it at all? Recently I have opted in to the feature which allows traffic 

monitoring. This will give me some idea how often the site is being accessed and how people are finding it, 

but that won't, unfortunately, tell me who is using it and how. For that reason, I have added a segment to 

my dictionary's main page requesting that people e-mail me messages about how they use the resource, if 

they find it navigable, and so on. Any feedback I receive this way will, of course, be incidental – but at 

least it is a starting point for understanding visitors to my site and how I can best work with them to achieve 

my ultimate goal: producing a resource that is reliable, readable, useful, and interesting to anyone even 

slightly curious about the meaning of interesting, rare, or difficult words. 

 

 Nobody should use my website as an authoritative resource in a school paper or other official 

work. As a lowly grad student with a hobby, I am not an authority figure. It would be best to treat my page 

like Wikipedia: a helpful site but, since not authoritative, not one that should be used for citations. 

 

 Because I do not view myself a linguistic authority, I view my role as descriptive rather than 

prescriptive. Of course, as should be evident from this essay, I side with the descriptivists anyway, since in 

my opinion not even a committee casting its approval or disapproval would ultimately prevent the English 

language from evolving. As controversial as this question has been for professional lexicographers, such 

conflicts almost never factor into my definitions. This is because the do's and don't's of word usage are 

much more common among common words. (The firestorm that brewed over the toned down criticism of 

"ain't" in Webster's Third International edition is a prime example of this. Woe be to any facing angered 

literati!) The bottom line for me is that dictionaries are historical recordings, not arbiters of language. 
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                                                                   Word Choice and Bias 

 

 The perfect word for inclusion in my dictionary is useful, somewhat rare or difficult (but clearly in 

use), and beautiful. All of these are, of course, subjective standards. The "rare or difficult" qualification is 

particularly tricky, because I don't generally include a word if it's, say, a slang term that has been used for, 

as far as I can tell, a brief period. It should be noted, however, that I have no formal process for evaluating 

the rareness or difficulty of a word. My judgment is based on intuition or feel. Ultimately, I include a word 

because I like it or find it useful. 

 

 I found most of these through reading books and news articles. For a while I had daily online 

vocabulary subscriptions, but I haven't been consulting them in recent years because my list of to-add 

words is ridiculously long already. I may go back to them eventually, though. When I become interested in 

a topic, there's a good chance terms associated with that topic will soon show up in my lexicon. When I 

research terms for a class, they get added. This is how several fencing terms made their way into my 

lexicon. I also, several years ago, wanted to add a great number of terms from world religions. I got through 

general philosophy, Christianity, Judaism and Islam, but got snagged on Hinduism. There are so many 

terms I want to add from it that I haven't finished yet. I need to go back and work on that. I also want to 

include terms from Buddhism and Taoism. Once I complete all those, it's very possible I'll add a special 

page focusing on religious and philosophical terms. In short, I'll take inspiration from anywhere, but mostly 

acquire vocab through reading. 

 

 With precious few exceptions, all of these words and their meanings are all real. The extremely 

rare exceptions to this statement are words I deemed worthy of citation that were created by people I've 

met. On very rare occasions I've included them as a measure against plagiarism. Some dictionaries, ancient 

and modern, would make up a couple of words included in their lexicon so that they could check if later 

works were plagiarizing them: if they found the fake words, obviously some of their writing had been 

stolen. Some modern dictionary writers (such as Stephen Chrisomalis of “The Phrontistery” fame) still do 

this. Having a very few terms like this, therefore, is useful. But chances are whatever word you're looking 

at, it's real. If you want to be sure, then double check it against a comprehensive, authoritative resource. (I 

suggest using www.onelook.com to determine word authenticity.) 

 

 Although I hold a great many strong political views, I do my best to keep them out of my 

definitions. Ideally, nobody should be able to tell my political leanings based on reading my definitions. Of 

course, I haven’t tested this by having readers explicitly read and review my political definitions, so I’m not 

sure whether or not I’ve been successful in leaving out my own bias. 

 

 I make a purposeful effort to keep my personal beliefs out of my definitions, but when it comes to 

which terms get defined at all, there my personality is a huge factor. As noted above, most of these terms 

came through my personal interests, especially the books I read. I've used vocabulary e-mail subscriptions, 

suggestions from friends and strangers, and occasional research into topics I wouldn't otherwise look up to 

counter-balance my idiosyncrasies, but ultimately my biases will always be there. I am fine with this as 

long as I can maintain a high standard of objectivity when it comes to the definitions themselves. At the 

very least, if someone were to point out an obvious example of prejudice in my work, I would reword the 

entry in order to excise the bias. 

 

 Truth be told, indulging in partiality concerning which words get included is part of what makes 

the effort a delight. I like being able to look through my hobby to see what matters I've attempted to 

research throughout my adult life. There are a number of terms that bring up fond memories when I reread 

them because I clearly remember the book or circumstance which led me to look them up. Still, I do hope 

that the definitions themselves suffer no inaccuracies due to biases or personality quirks of mine. 

 

 There are certain fields of study which I definitely feel could use a boost in my entry selections. I 

want more terms from law, engineering, math, science, and medicine. I like these topics, but they're not on 

my usual reading list, so I would welcome any suggestions for important or intriguing words in these fields. 

 

http://www.onelook.com/
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 Finally, I tend not to include common or familiar words. The point of my web site is to record and 

share unfamiliar words. The goal is learning. People don't need to "learn" the common terms that 

everybody knows. There are plenty of other resources that cover that material better than I could, anyway, 

and I’d rather extend my efforts towards research in which I may contribute a new or useful twist on 

current scholarship. 
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                                                              Methods, Forms, and Standards 

 

 I have decided on quite a few regular forms for my definitions. For example, synonyms are in 

italics and follow a colon. If I include the antonym of a word, it is formatted this way: [antonym: word]. 

For words that come directly from other languages, I include their language and literal translation. If there 

is only one definition of the word, this comes at the end of the definition; however, if the word has more 

than one meaning, the literal definition comes before the "1." This is because the literal meaning is related 

to all the definitions, not merely the last one, and should not be written as though it is associated with only 

the last meaning. No definition starts with a capital (unless due to a proper noun) or ends with a period. 

 

 I subscribe to the philosophy of lexicography attributed to Albert Einstein by Robert Session in a 

New York Times article: "Everything should be made as simple as possible, but no simpler" (“How a 

Difficult”). (Okay, Einstein was referring to science and Session was applying his thought to music, but this 

guideline is just as important in dictionary writing!) I want to understand things so well that I can explain 

them to anyone in a clear and concise, but not dumbed down or over-simplified, manner. The most 

important standard a dictionary can have is accuracy, but clarity comes in a very close second. It is my 

opinion if a reader still does not understand the meaning and use of a word after reading its definition, it is 

the dictionary's fault. Period. 

 

 Certain personal standards did grow out of my annoyances with other dictionaries, the primary 

ones of which are these: 

 

1) No part of the word itself should be used to define the word. (Mason = one who practices masonry = 

a terrible definition. If I knew what masonry meant, I wouldn't need to look up mason, now would I?) 

 

2) Difficult or strange words should be avoided in the definition itself, though they may be included as 

synonyms. The whole point of a dictionary is to bring greater understanding, not greater confusion. 

(Someone once said, "If you can't explain something simply, then you don't understand it well 

enough." Variations on this thought have been attributed to Albert Einstein, Richard Feynman, and 

Ernest Rutherford – all of whom are physicists. Regardless of who expressed the thought, it's a goal I 

aspire to meet in my definition writing.) 

 

3) No term can be defined by synonyms alone. A definition must be descriptive. (If synonyms cannot 

be made distinct from another, then there is no point in having both. Every word can, and should, be 

defined on its own merits.) 

 

My method of defining any given terms involves first entering it into www.onelook.com. I copy 

definitions from their many indexed resources (both the general dictionaries and any specialized ones that 

pop up). I identify how many unique meanings of a given term I find among those definitions. Then I mesh 

together what seem to be identical meanings from different resources and reword them according to my 

own goals (accuracy and clarity without plagiarism). Every one of the vocabulary terms on my website has 

gone through this process, some of them several times as I became dissatisfied with the quality of my 

earlier writing. 

 

 For example, when I decided to define “affluent” in my dictionary, I found the following entries in 

the following dictionaries: 

 

 having an abundant amount of money or possessions: rich, prosperous, wealthy,  well-off  

– V2 Vocabulary Building Dictionary 

 

 (adjective) wealthy: having an abundance of material wealth 

 (noun)  geography  stream flowing into another: a stream or river that flows into another  

– Encarta 

 

 –adjective  

 1. having an abundance of wealth, property, or other material goods; prosperous; rich: an affluent    

http://www.onelook.com/
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person.  

 2. abounding in anything; abundant.  

 3. flowing freely: an affluent fountain.  

 –noun  

 4. a tributary stream.  

 5. an affluent person: a luxurious resort appealing to young affluents.  

 – Dictionary.com Unabridged 

 

 rich enough to buy things for pleasure  

 used about a place where people have a lot of money  

 – Macmillan Dictionary  

 

 –adjective  

 # Generously supplied with money, property, or possessions; prosperous or rich. See 

 Synonyms at rich.  

 # Plentiful; abundant.  

 # Flowing freely; copious.  

 –noun  

 # A stream or river that flows into a larger one; a tributary.  

 # A person who is well-off financially  

– American Heritage Dictionary  

 

  1. having material wealth: fat, flush, moneyed, prosperous, rich, substantial, successful, wealthy,  

well-off, well-to-do  

 2. based on or conditioned by prolonged prosperity and the expectation of continued 

 prosperity, as a society  

 3. abounding in anything; plentiful; copious: abundant, copious, flush, opulent, plentiful, profuse,  

rife  

– Wordsmyth  

 

 wealthy; an affluent society is one in which there is an abundance of material or consumer goods.  

The term affluent society was popularized by economist John Kenneth Galbraith in 1964, and it is  

often used to describe the U.S. and other flourishing Western societies.  

– www.thevoter.org Political Dictionary 

 

From the above resources, I would argue that there are four basic definitions of affluent, two as an adjective 

and two as a noun. Making sure that I include the total idea of each meaning, I wrote the following two 

entries for “affluent”: 

 

 affluent: adj. (see also n.) – 1. having an abundance of money, possessions, or wealth –  

especially having enough money to buy things for pleasure (this word is used to describe both  

wealthy individuals and wealthy societies): moneyed, rich, wealthy, well-to-do 2. flowing freely or  

abundantly, as though from a fountain: copious, flush, plentiful, profuse 

 

affluent: n. (see also adj.) – 1. a person who has great material possessions, money, or wealth 2.  

(Geography) a stream or river which flows into a larger stream or river: tributary 

 

 I make a constant and conscious effort to ensure that my definitions are a conglomeration of 

others' definitions, but identical to none of them. This is most difficult when meanings are simple, since 

reworking the wording is liable to make the phrasing difficult, strange, or needlessly long. Still, I pull from 

what creativity I possess to do this because I do NOT want to step on any copy-written toes. Furthermore, I 

am currently doing my first full sweep of editing, part of which is making sure each definition is not only 

accurate and clear, but also uniquely my own. Even so, since these are all terms I had to look up in order 

for me to fully understand them, I must rely heavily on other dictionaries. I am retouching the definitions 

every day, but I can already easily defend my project itself as unique, not only in its choice of terms but 

also in its organization (by part of speech). That is my contribution, as I've seen no other dictionary do this. 
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 As I wrote my list of terms, I realized ordering it by alphabet was economical, but I wanted 

something more helpful. I wanted to chunk my words in a way that fit my brain. I also figured it would help 

me solidify in my own mind the variable uses of each part of speech. That prediction came true even better 

than I had hoped. In the end, the cause was idiosyncrasy – but useful (perhaps even enjoyable, for some) 

idiosyncrasy! 

 

 There are numerous features of dictionaries which I do not include in my lexicon. For example, I 

would love to include the origin of every word I have defined, but that would require far too much work – 

especially given how many definitions I’ve already completed and given that plenty of other resources give 

this information better than I can. For anyone who wants to know the origin of a given term, I highly 

recommend locating the Oxford English Dictionary at your local library. As far as good, free online 

resources go, Etymonline is great. For browsing word origins for fun, Word Origins is very non-linguist-

friendly due to its highly readable, often interesting entries. And World Wide Words also includes word 

origins in their highly informative, highly entertaining entries. 

 

 As for including the pronunciation of each term, the complexity of writing (or even establishing) 

the standard pronunciation of any given term is far beyond my ability. And again, other resources already 

provide this information. I don't see that my including pronunciation would contribute meaningfully to 

lexicography. 

 

 Finally, the primary reason for not having example sentences for each entry is, again, the 

incredible amount of work this would require. Not only would this considerably slow my ability to add to 

and amend my dictionary entries, but also it would take up too much space on the page and would require 

much more formal citations. Still, given the current existence of http://quotes.dictionary.com/, it’s 

highly likely I’ll be linking to their quotations as illustrations of words I add or edit in the future. I could 

link to them in the same way that I link to illustrative images. Of the traditional parts of the dictionary 

missing from my project, the lack of regular example sentences is the one I regret the most. Having solid 

illustrative quotations would truly make my page a one-stop location for understanding the words I've 

chosen to define.   

 

       

http://quotes.dictionary.com/
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                                    “Dashing the Anemoi” as an Online Resource 

 

 Being an online resource has strongly affected both the process and the end product of my 

dictionary. It wasn't until I decided to post this resource online, after all, that I needed to take care not to 

plagiarize the work of other resources. Also, there is the question of writing the html code for each entry. 

www.w3schools.com/html has extremely helpful free tutorials. I consult this site whenever I need to 

learn a new html tag. When editing html pages on my computer, I prefer HTML Kit (from 

http://www.htmlkit.com/) over Frontpage. Initially, I used Frontpage to convert my word document 

into a web page – talk about coding nastiness. The program added huge strings of meaningless, ugly coding 

that I had to delete for the sake of simplicity, aesthetics, and my own sanity. Some of them were regular 

repeats which could be deleted all at once, but many were unique, and so I had to delete them by hand. It 

took forever, but I'm glad I got through it, because now I have my lexicon coding nicely streamlined. 

Woohoo! HTML Kit color-codes the html tags as you type them, which is lovely and helpful. Also, it's 

free. I like free stuff (as long as it doesn't come with spyware, of course). 

 

 Finding a stable, free webhost that I like has been an occasional adventure. The first webhost I 

used was http://www.brinkster.com/. I left when it started crashing all the time. (I would think they've 

fixed this problem by now, but really have no idea, as I haven't used it in years.) Next, I used 

http://www.1colony.com/. I liked this host, as it was much more stable, until they started putting pop 

up ads on my site. I despise pop up ads, and certainly didn't want visitors to my page bothered with them. 

Time to move again! I am currently using my third web host, http://www.webs.com/ (formerly 

FreeWebs, hence my url). So far, I am happy with this host. It's free (although paid accounts are available), 

stable, doesn't use pop up ads, and even gives me more storage space than my previous two homes. I only 

have one complaint: they recently changed their method of looking at the html coding and a preview of the 

website at once. The system before worked perfectly fine. The new system adds html coding that isn't so 

much superfluous as it is plain wrong. Hence, for a short time my internal links on this page didn't work. I 

hope they fix the new system so that it leaves my coding alone when I use that option, or simply go back to 

the old way, which worked beautifully. I can't imagine why they changed it, and I hope the pure html view 

isn't "updated" in such a manner in the future. 

 

 This project is a labor of love. It's personally important to me that this work be free and accessible 

to all (well, at least all with Internet access), but I am also very protective of this project as wholly my 

baby. Nobody else gets to claim it as their own. Those who attempt to take credit for it or profit off it do so 

at their own peril. 

EVIL EYE ----------> < (O) >  

 

http://www.w3schools.com/html
http://www.htmlkit.com/
http://www.brinkster.com/
http://www.1colony.com/
http://www.webs.com/
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                                                          Names, Surprises, and Practical Matters 

 

 The original title for my dictionary was “A Lexicon-In-Progress.” I like that phrasing and still use 

it as my project’s subtitle, but I felt it could use something more eye-catching. At the prompting of a 

relative several years ago, I renamed it “Word Novelties R Us: A Lexicon-In-Progress,” but that always 

struck me as a bit cheesy and not quite right. I asked several other individuals involved in writing online 

word resources for suggestions and they provided food for thought. I tried browsing Old English word 

banks for terms I could use in my title but didn’t find exactly what I was looking for. Thankfully, I did find 

two words that I felt would make a lovely pen name: Giedd Brytta. The name literally means word-giver 

(giedd = word; brytta = giver), which effectively makes it a kenning – the Old English manner of referring 

to people and things by compounding words associated with them. Using that as a pen name, of course, has 

the added benefit of increasing my nerdiness quotient. 

 Still, I needed a new name. Then I got to thinking about my favorite lexicographer, Samuel 

Johnson. He once said that "to enchain syllables, and to lash the wind, are equally the undertakings of 

pride." In other words, to think anyone could determine, once and for all time, what a word definitively 

means is impossible. Language evolves, and word meanings must evolve with it. I wanted to reference this 

thought, yet also make it my own. Hence, my work is now called “Dashing the Anemoi: A Lexicon-In-

Progress.” This title feels considerably more appropriate not only because it is a reference to Johnson, but 

also because it includes exactly the kind of difficult-but-delightful word I love to look up: anemoi. The 

anemoi were the gods of the wind in ancient Greek mythology, and, in tthe sense I'm using it, to dash is the 

same as to lash (and nicely rhymes). “A Lexicon-In-Progress” remains my project's subtitle as a reference 

to the fact that I intend this to be a lifelong hobby: I will be defining new words I'm learning until the day I 

die. 

 

 As far as surprises go, the most notable one in my view was the proportion of the parts of speech 

to each other. I expected (perhaps stupidly) that adjectives, adverbs, verbs, and nouns would turn up in 

roughly even numbers. In fact, as it became obvious that the nouns were outstripping all the others, I tried 

to bulk up on adjectives and verbs. It turns out there are well over twice as many nouns than there are the 

rest of the parts of speech combined. (At least, this is true for beyond common vocabulary. Since I don't 

define everyday words, I don't know how their proportions would stack up against one another. But as of 

now, adjectives, adverbs, verbs, interjections, and phrases take up 191.2 kilobytes of storage space, while 

nouns require 450.6 kilobytes of space.) The more I think about it, the more this makes sense. How many 

things we do need unique verbs of their own? How many ways are there really to describe what we 

experience? Compare this with just how much stuff there is to name – an ever-expanding list of things and 

ideas throughout the world. The noun count will always be massive in comparison to the rest. The smallest 

group by far (other than truly minor groups, like interjections) is adverbs, and most of them began as 

adjectives. 

 Regarding the practical concern of financing my hobby, I've never made so much as a penny off 

my lexicon. Thankfully, I've also barely spent any money on it. The only time I have was when I printed 

out a hard copy. (It's easier to mark on paper entries in need of editing.) Therefore, my only restraints in 

improving or adding to my lexicon are time and interest. Time is easily the greatest factor; I don’t expect 

my interest to ever totally wane. It is my full intention that this project be a life-long record of my attempt 

to expand my understanding and share what I have been able to research with others. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

51 

                                                                 A Few Words On Favorites 

 

 My absolute favorite website (which is totally free) is www.onelook.com. Not only is it the 

single most helpful dictionary resource on the Internet, it has totally fun and creative alternative search 

options on its front page (such as a reverse dictionary feature that can be used to solve crossword puzzles). 

Because they index literally hundreds of general and topical dictionaries, I cannot overstate how important 

this site has been to my research. 

 

 When it comes to books on language, the single biggest influence on me was S. I. Hayakawa's 

Language And Thought In Action. Its fantastic analysis of how people communicate includes a section on 

the usefulness of dictionary definitions. Namely, it emphasizes being as specific as accuracy allows you to 

be, since describing a word in general or vague terms does not lead to greater understanding. 

 

 Poshlust is probably my favorite of words I’ve defined so far. It is an incredibly useful word for 

our times, its sound makes lovely harmony with its meaning, and it's fun. Other favorites include 

gossypiboma, sarcophagus (due to its etymology), and hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia. 

 

 Like nearly all word nerds, the resource which wins the most reverence from me is the Oxford 

English Dictionary. But ignoring the OED for the moment (you can only get free access to it in a library, or 

in the online version if you are attending a college with a subscription), my favorite commercial 

dictionaries are the ones with the clearest explanations; namely, V2 Vocabulary Building Dictionary 

(http://vocabulary-vocabulary.com/) and Encarta (http://encarta.msn.com/). V2 doesn't have 

near the number of terms defined as other resources do (it pretty frequently doesn't have the word I'm 

looking for), and appears to focus on adjectives and verbs rather than nouns, but the definitions it does have 

are truly excellent. Readers get not only succinct yet accurate definitions, but also lists of synonyms and 

antonyms and example sentences demonstrating any variable meanings of a term. As for Encarta, I'm a 

little startled at myself for liking a Microsoft product so much, but Encarta's definitions are clean and 

efficient without being simplistic, and I really like that most of their definitions have a descriptive heading. 

When I'm looking up meanings via OneLook, the above two dictionaries are the ones I look for first. I'm 

also a fan of the Compact Oxford English Dictionary (http://encarta.msn.com/), the Macmillan 

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/), and (especially in print form) the Longman 

English Dictionary (http://www.ldoceonline.com/). (Longman's color-codes parts of their definitions 

in their print edition, which makes it so much easier to read. Their definitions are great except that they go 

too far sometimes, making the meaning simplistic rather than merely simple.)   

 

 When I began this project, I expected my favorite would remain Noah Webster. When reading 

about his later life, however, I discovered that he became a bit too curmudgeonly and his lexicography a bit 

too moralistic for my taste. More to my palate in both personality and in word defining habits was Samuel 

Johnson. He was a creative and clever man who had genuine skill at writing. Other favorites include Peter 

Mark Roget (the obsessive categorizer of Thesaurus fame) and Dr. W. C. Minor (the 

madman/murderer/wealthy scholar responsible for tens of thousands of citations used in the original Oxford 

English Dictionary). Not only were their contributions to word scholarship profound, they also led 

dramatically fascinating lives. If you have any interest at all in words or lexicography, I recommend both 

The Man Who Made Lists: Love, Death, Madness, and the Creation of 'Roget's Thesaurus' and The 

Professor and the Madman: A Tale of Murder, Insanity, and the Making of the Oxford English Dictionary. 

... Although, as an aspiring amateur lexicographer, I would caution against assuming that word resource 

creations require disturbed minds or behavior. Such drama makes for a great story, but is atypical ... I 

assure you. :-) 

 

 

 

http://www.onelook.com/
http://vocabulary-vocabulary.com/
http://encarta.msn.com/
http://encarta.msn.com/
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/
http://www.ldoceonline.com/
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                          Being Unique Amidst Other Word Resource Creators, Past and Present 

 

 Two things which demographically set me apart from the lexicographers I've researched are my 

age and my gender. I began my project ten years ago, at age 18, while most dictionary writers I've read 

about were at least in their thirties when they began, and often their efforts lasted decades past the prime of 

adulthood. (I do intend to resemble them in this measure, as it is absolutely my intention for lexicography 

to be a lifelong hobby.) 

 

 Perhaps of greater significance is the gender difference. Since I'm not a sexist, I would, of course, 

argue that neither writing skills, nor writing styles, nor aptitude for lexicography have the least bit to do 

with gender. However, when it comes to the choice of which words are regarded as standard and which are 

not, words associated with women or female usage tend to be treated with a certain snobbishness by ye ole 

word gurus. I will list only a couple of examples. H.W. Fowler in his 1927 work A Dictionary of Modern 

English Usage includes this gem of condescension: 

aggravate, aggravation. 1. The use of these in the sense of annoy, vex, annoyance, vexation, 

should be left to the uneducated. It is for the most part a feminine or childish colloquialism, but 

obtrudes occasionally into the newspapers. To aggravate has properly only one meaning – to make 

(an evil) worse or more serious.  (13) 

His prescriptive rejection of aggravate as meaning annoy when it originally meant make worse is a matter 

of his personal judgment regarding when new words legitimately take on new meaning. It is a 

lexicographical concern without relevance to the battle of the sexes – until, of course, he very unnecessarily 

introduces that concern. His wording implies an association between things feminine and things childish, 

colloquial, and uneducated. Since I doubt he was a frequenter of women's social events or a reader of 

women's magazines, I wonder where he got the impression that women were the predominant employers of 

the new meaning. Was his observation more systematic or anecdotal? Would he have been more inclined to 

respect the new meaning as standard if he felt men (especially educated men) were using it? 

 

 In his 1962 essay “The String Untuned,” Dwight MacDonald excoriated Merriam-Webster's newly 

published Third New International Dictionary for a great, great many supposed faults (most of which 

stemmed from his very mistaken notion that Johnson was a prescriptivist), one of which was apparently 

occasionally citing women's publications for example sentences: 

Enthuse is labelled colloq. in 2 but not in 3. It still sounds colloq. if not godawf. to me, nor am I 

impressed by 3's citations, from writers named L.G. Pine and Lawrence Constable and from a 

trade paper called Fashion Accessories. (MacDonald 85) 

Both 2 and 3 list such women's magazines locutions as galore, scads, scrumptious, and too-too, 

but only 2 labels them slang. (Fowler's note on galore applies to them all: “Chiefly resorted to by 

those who are reduced to relieving the dullness of matter by oddity of expression.”)     

(MacDonald 86) 

Both men appear to presume that if a word is used by a mere half of the population (the “colloquial” half, 

that is), then it is slang. Subcategories of men may use specialized or slang vocabulary, but a male-

dominated word is not considered such solely on the basis that men use it rather than women. 

 

 Earlier in “Untuned,” MacDonald mystifyingly describes the laborious work accomplished by 

several women employed by Merriam-Webster, then immediately mocks them by referencing a line from 

the (thoroughly delightful and nonsexist, though dark humored) poem “The Walrus and the Carpenter”: 

The first step was to sort out the words of 2 into a hundred and nine categories, so that specialized-

definition writers could deal with them. It took five women two and a half years to do this. (“'If 

seven maids with seven mops swept it for half a year, Do you suppose,' the Walrus said, 'That they 

could get it clear?'” – Lewis Carroll)  (Macdonald 72) 

The implication appears to be that work done by women is naturally as futile as it is tedious, and closer to 

house keeping than to true scholarship. 
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 MacDonald and Fowler are, of course, not the only word standardizers given to treating women's 

words as inherently substandard, but I believe the above illustrations are sufficient for my purpose – which 

is to attest no revenge on my part. No, I will not demean men by snubbing words used in male-dominated 

professions as masculine slang. Furthermore, I have no interest in evaluating the quality of words I define, 

and so never qualify meanings with labels such as substandard, colloquial, or cant. The only “value” labels 

I use are archaic and slang, and those are used sparingly (only if a certain word or usage is consistently 

labeled as such throughout the dictionaries I consult as resources). 

 

 Now, since people cannot but help being somewhat influenced by the era in which they live, it 

seems most fair to judge lexicographers in comparison with their own era rather than with the modern age. 

By that standard, word gurus of the past often come off better than their modern counterparts mentioned 

above. For example, in 1782, Webster tried opening a school of his own in Sharon, Connecticut. 

Ultimately, this school failed. Interestingly, Noah himself broke out from the sexism of the day to advocate 

at least some formal education for women in the advertisement this school: 

On the first of May will be opened, at Sharon in Connecticut, a school, in which children may be 

instructed, not only in the common arts of reading, writing, and arithmetic, but in any branch of 

academical literature. The little regard that is paid to the literary improvement of females, even 

among people of rank and fortune, and the general inattention to the grammatical purity and 

elegance of our native language, are faults in the education of youth that more gentlemen have 

taken pains to censure than correct. Any young gentlemen and ladies, who wish to acquaint 

themselves with the English language, geography, vocal music, &c., may be waited on at 

particular hours for that purpose. (Micklethwait 21) 

 



 

 

 

54 

                                        Similarities With Dictionary Authors, Past and Present 

 

 Demographically, I am similar in that I am a white American. What that means for my dictionary, 

however, is harder to evaluate. It can be difficult for anybody to be self-aware concerning their own biases, 

so I don't exactly know how to go about judging what's missing from my text which might otherwise be 

there if I fell into some other demographic. All I can profess at this point is that I do include words from 

around the world when I encounter them (I've even included some foreign terms that have no equivalent in 

English or that are being subsumed into English) and that if a lack of cultural diversity in my text were 

pointed out to me, I would do what I can to rectify the situation.  

 

 As an individual compiling a lexicon of difficult, confusing, interesting, and beautiful words, I feel 

a particular affinity with the “hard word lists” of yesteryear. My intended audience isn't precisely the same, 

as I hope to make a resource easily usable for non-academics. (We nerds already know how to navigate our 

way through references galore!) Of course, as indicated above, I highly suspect it's nerds who use my 

dictionary most. The majority of the time that I get comments it's from somebody who says they've “really 

enjoyed browsing” my work. That jumps out as a nerd statement – one which I absolutely love to hear, but 

which may indicate I'm not a full success in my effort to aid education among normal folk. 

 

 Also, though I can in no way be said to have accomplished anything like the feats of Samuel 

Johnson, Noah Webster, or other word researchers, I can claim feeling a kindred spirit with them. I admire 

Johnson's eclectic skills as a scholar and writer; I appreciate Noah Webster's attempts to fashion a national 

identity out of our very words; I stand in awe of the incredible feat accomplished in the making of the 

Oxford English Dictionary; and, of course, I love that my hopes and interests run so often parallel to the 

online lexicon writers of today. 

 

 In truth, discovering struggles and aspirations which I have in common with past and present 

lexicographers has been the greatest benefit gleaned from researching the various compilers of meaning. 

The feeling of being part of a much larger community, and even as a small part of history, is the effect I 

value most from the creation of this thesis. 
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                                                                         Conclusion 

            (The purpose of dictionaries and what I wish users better understood about them.) 

 

 I wish that the public at large was more aware of the author's influence in their dictionary 

definitions (particularly when said dictionary is written by a dedicated amateur rather than a professional 

committee), and I wish they were more aware of exactly how dictionaries are put together. Perhaps then the 

tendency to ascribe more authority to dictionaries than their writers intend would be lessened. I wish that 

they were more aware of how very differently various sources define the same word and how differently 

various words have been defined in the past. This would impress upon people that lexicographical work is 

now, and must always be, to some extent subjective. 

 

 But mostly I wish that dictionaries were simply read more often. They exist not merely so that we 

can check our spelling or prove who was right about the origin or meaning of a term; they exist so that we 

can better communicate our thoughts, feelings, and experiences with one another. The dictionary exists to 

elevate the mind and free the soul. 
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DASHING THE ANEMOI 

A LEXICON-IN-PROGRESS 

 

BROWSE 
THE 
DICTIONARY 

 

ADVERBS & 

VERBS 
 

 

ADJECTIVE

S (A-L) 
 

ADJECTIVE

S (M-Z) 
 

 

NOUNS (A-

B) 
 

NOUNS (C-

D) 
 

NOUNS (E-

I) 
 

NOUNS (J-

N) 
 

NOUNS (O-

P) 
 

NOUNS (Q-

S) 
 

NOUNS (T-

Z) 

Welcome to my online dictionary! This lexicon has been a 

pet project of mine since the year 2000. As of today (April 

20, 2011), using two columns of size 10 Arial font with the 

margins pushed as thin as possible, this collection fills 81 

pages. For information about my word choice, definition 

standards, and other (hopefully) interesting bits of 

information, please consult the NAQs ("Never Asked 

Questions") link to the right. :'D 

 

I do want to mention on my front page my primary 

resources. The single best dictionary resource on the 

Internet, in my opinion, is OneLook.com. It is word nerd 

heaven. I visit it daily, and so should you. Also consulted 

were WordSpy, The Phobia List, and various 

specialized printed sources. For etymology, I highly 

recommend WordOrigins and Etymonline. (Etymonline 

is more official, more scholarly, and more thorough, but 

WordOrigins is much more interesting and non-linguist-

friendly.)  

 

This was all for my personal benefit as an English major 

interested in clear, specific, carefully and creatively-worded 

writing. I am not accredited in any way, so you have no 

reason to trust my definition accuracy. In fact, if you spot 

any typos or incorrect entries, feel free to contact me. If you 

know of a great word I've left out, let me know. I'll add it. 

(Provided, of course, that it is a real word. I don't want to 

include personal slang that is only used among a small group 

of friends. Sorry.) I love suggestions. The subject matter, 

matters not. I can be contacted at aematsen@gmail.com. 

 

Recently, I have decided to make this pet project my 

graduate thesis. Therefore, if you know any really great 

books on lexicography, the history of various dictionaries, or 

any other helpful resource, I'd be much obliged. :^) Bits of 

my thesis shall appear here in the coming months as I write 

up my research. 

 

I would also be very interested in knowing who is using my 

website, how they're using it, and what they think its 

strengths and weaknesses are. If you have any feedback for 

my site at all, or simply wouldn't mind telling me how you 

found my site and if you found anything helpful to you on it, 

I'd be very appreciative of a message. Please, if you have 

even the slightest inclination, do not be shy about sharing 

your thoughts with me. I want to know how people interact 

with my site, so feel free to use the above e-mail address for 

that kind of message as well. 

 

Thanks, and I hope you find these both helpful and 

 

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION 

 

NAQs 

(WIANA) 

 

 

http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_adv_and_v.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_adv_and_v.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_adj_1.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_adj_1.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_adj_2.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_adj_2.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_1.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_1.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_2.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_2.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_3.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_3.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_4.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_4.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_5.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_5.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_6.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_6.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_7.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/Lexicon_n_7.htm
http://www.onelook.com/
http://www.wordspy.com/
http://www.phobialist.com/
http://www.wordorigins.org/
http://www.etymonline.com/
mailto:aematsen@gmail.com
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/NAQs.htm
http://webby407.webs.com/LexiconInProgress/NAQs.htm
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interesting.  --Mistress Giedd Brytta 
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(Adverbs)                                  abaft – in forma pauperis 

 

abaft: adv. - at, near or toward the stern (rear) of a 

ship or tail of an airplane: astern  

ab ovo: adv. - (Latin) from the beginning; literally, 

"from the egg"  

ad infinitum: adv. - (Latin) having no end; 

seemingly without limit; literally, "to infinity": 

endlessly, forever, indefinitely, infinitely, limitlessly  

ad hoc: adv. (see also adj. ) - (Latin) describes an 

action done in response to a specific situation or 

problem, without considering wider or longer-term 

issues; literally, "for this" or "toward this"  

ad nauseam: adv. - (Latin) to such an extreme or 

annoying extent that it produces feelings of sickness 

or nausea; to the point of disgusting or ridiculous 

excess; to a sickening degree; literally, "to nausea"  

akimbo: adv. (see also adj.) - with hands on hips 

and elbows bent outward  

alfresco: adv. (see also adj.) - taking place or 

located in the open air: outdoor, outdoors  

anon: adv. - 1. at another time; at an unspecified 

future time: later 2. in a short time: shortly, soon 3. 

[archaic] at once: forthwith, immediately  

apace: adv. - 1. at a sufficient rate to keep up with or 

be alongside somebody or something: abreast 2. at a 

good or fast pace: chop-chop, quickly, rapidly, 

swiftly, speedily  

berserk: adv. (see also adj.) - describes crazed or 

frenzied behavior suggestive of sudden mental 

imbalance; used in the phrases "go berserk" and 

"went berserk" [see also: berserker (n.)]  

bis: adv. (see also intj.) - (Latin) literally, "twice"; 1. 

to be repeated: again, twice 2. (Music) to be played 

or sung again  

cap-a-pie: adv. - (Middle French) at all points on a 

person's body; literally, "(from) head to foot"  

catawampus: adv. (see also adj.) - (also spelled 

'cattywampus') positioned diagonally: catercorner, 

oblique  

categorically: adv. - without any doubt, personal 

reservations, or possibility of being changed; in an 

absolute, unqualified and unconditional manner; 

without exceptions or conditions: absolutely, 

completely, definitely, directly, exactly, expressly, 

flatly, positively, precisely, unambiguously  

catercorner: adv. (see also adj.) in a diagonal or 

oblique position or line: catawampus, cattywampus  

charily: adv. [see also chary (adj.)] - 1. discreetly 

cautious, as though hesitant and carefully watchful 

about dangers and risks: carefully, cautiously, 

circumspectfully, vigilantly, warily, watchfully 2. 

slow to give away, use up, or share something 

freely: frugally, sparingly  

de novo: adv. - (Latin) as if for the first time; 

restarting from the beginning; disregarding previous 

history; literally, "from new": anew, afresh, over 

again  

deosil: adv. - in the direction of the rotation of the 

sun: clockwise [antonym: widdershins]  

dilatorily: adv. - describes doing something slowly 

or with delay, especially on purpose: tardily  

en bloc: adv. - all together at the same time; in a 

lump; as a unit or as a group; as a whole: 

collectively, en masse  

en masse: adv. - as a body, or in a group; all 

together; in a mass: collectively, en bloc  

erstwhile: adv. (see also adj.) - in the past; of times 

past; belonging to some prior time: formerly, 

previously, priorly  

ex cathedra: adv. (see also adj.) - (Latin) with the 

full authority of office or rank; from the seat of 

authority (used especially to describe an official 

statement made by the Pope from his official chair 

of authority. These "ex cathedra" statements by the 

Pope are considered infallible by Roman Catholics); 

literally, "from the (teacher's) chair" or "from the 

throne"  

extempore: adv. (see also adj.) - with little or no 

preparation; on the spur of the moment: ad lib, 

extemporaneously, impromptu, improvised, offhand, 

unplanned, unpracticed, unscripted  

fleetly: adv. - in a swift manner: chop-chop, 

hurriedly, full tilt, posthaste, quickly, rapidly, 

swiftly, speedily  

full tilt: adv. - 1. at top speed; as fast as possible: 

chop-chop, hurriedly, fleetly, posthaste, quickly, 

rapidly, swiftly, speedily 2. with full force; with 

maximum energy or speed; at peak performance; 

performing at a person or thing's full potential: all 

out, full steam, open throttle  

higgledy-piggledy: adv. - in a confused, disordered, 

or random manner: helter-skelter, pell-mell  

hermetically: adv. - describes a way of sealing a 

container which makes it completely air-tight, 

typically used in the phrase "hermetically sealed" 

[see also: hermetic (adj.)]  

hugger-mugger: adv. (see also adj., n., & v.) - 1. in 

a muddle or confusion 2. in secrecy: secretly, 

surreptitiously  

incognito: adv. (see also adj.) - with one's identity 

disguised or hidden; having one’s true identity 

concealed 

incommunicado: adv. (see also adj.) - prevented by 

circumstances or by force from communicating with 

others; not able to communicate  

inferoanterior: adv. - below and in front  

in forma pauperis: adv. - (Latin) (Law) not 

required to pay the normal costs of a lawsuit or  
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(Adverbs)                                        in medias res – withal 

 

criminal defense because of being identified as a 

poor person; literally, "in the character, form, or 

manner of a poor person" 

in medias res: adv. - (Latin) going straight into the 

middle of a sequence of events, often used as a 

literary device in which no introduction is given at 

the beginning of a story (in epic poetry and many 

novels, the author generally begins with some 

catastrophe which is explained as the tale unfolds); 

literally, "into the midst of things"  

ipso facto: adv. - (Latin) as the direct or inevitable 

result of a particular fact or act; by the very nature of 

the deed (used to describe when something is so 

obvious that it needs no elaboration or further 

explanation); literally, "by the fact itself"  

malapropos: adv. (see also adj.) - 1. in an 

inappropriate or inopportune manner: 

inappropriately, unsuitably 2. at an inconvenient 

time: unseasonably  

obnixiously: adv. - in a serious, energized, persistent 

manner: earnestly, strenuously, vigorously  

pari passu: adv. - (Latin) literally, "with equal 

step"; 1. at an equal pace or rate; step for step; side 

by side: abreast, apace, together 2. in a fair way, 

with no one person or group taking precedence over 

another; without preference or partiality: equably, 

equally, equivalently, fairly, proportionally, 

unbiased  

parlous: adv. (see also adj.) - to a large extent; 

indicates the extreme or excessive nature of 

something: greatly, very  

pell-mell: adv. - 1. in a jumbled or confused 

manner: helter-skelter, messily 2. in frantic, 

disorderly haste: headlong, harum-scarum, 

hurriedly, posthaste, precipitately, recklessly, wildly  

perforce: adv. - by necessity; by force of 

circumstance: inevitably, necessarily, unavoidably  

plumply: adv. - in a wholehearted manner and 

without hesitation or roundabout language: bluntly, 

directly, forthrightly  

posthaste: adv. - as quickly as possible; with great 

speed or in a hurry: apace, immediately, 

precipitately, promptly, rapidly  

precipitately: adv. - in a way that is too sudden and 

without consideration; at breakneck speed: hastily, 

headlong, rashly  

seriatim: adv. - in a series; one after another; 

happening in sequence  

sotto voce: adv. (see also adj.) - (Italian) in a soft, 

low voice or under the breath, so as not to be 

overheard; in an undertone (especially when used as 

a direction in music); literally, "under (the) voice": 

quietly  

sub rosa: adv. (see also adj.) - (Latin) in secret; 

literally, "under the rose" (the rose was regarded as a 

symbol of secrecy): covertly, confidentially, 

privately  

summarily: adv. - 1. immediately and without 

discussion or attention to formalities; without delay: 

promptly, straightaway 2. happening without being 

given notice ahead of time (as, 'he was summarily 

fired'): precipitately  

well-nigh: adv. - 1. soon to happen: almost, 

imminent 2. slightly short of or not quite 

accomplished: all but, almost, nearly  

widdershins: adv. - 1. opposite the direction of the 

rotation of the sun: counterclockwise [antonym: 

deosil] 2. in a left-handed, wrong, or contrary 

direction  

withal: adv. - 1. along with the rest; in addition; 

together with this: as well, besides, moreover 2. 

despite anything to the contrary; in spite of 

everything: all the same, however, even so, 

nevertheless, nonetheless, notwithstanding, yet
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(Verbs)                                                    abacinate – aver 

 

abacinate: v. - to blind by holding a red-hot copper 

basin or metal rod near someone's eyes  

abjure: v. - 1. to formally give up a previously held 

belief or claim (especially under oath), usually under 

pressure: disavow, recant, reject, renounce, 

repudiate 2. to deny oneself something; to abstain 

from: avoid, eschew, reject, shun  

abominate: v. - to hate in the highest degree: abhor, 

detest, hate, loathe  

abrade: v. - 1. to wear something down by friction 

or rubbing, especially to scrape away the surface 

layer of something: chafe, erode, excoriate, grind, 

scour, scrape, scrub, wear away 2. to wear down in 

spirit, especially by constant irritation: irritate, 

weary  

abrogate: v. - 1. to annul or abolish by an 

authoritative act; to treat as nonexistent: cancel, 

invalidate, repeal, rescind, retract, revoke, void 2. to 

put an end to or set aside; to do away with  

abscond: v. - to depart secretly; to steal away and 

hide oneself, especially to avoid arrest or 

prosecution  

accede: v. - 1. to agree to something, such as a 

proposition or to terms proposed by another: 

acquiesce, assent, comply, concur, consent 2. to 

associate oneself with a treaty, an agreement, a 

convention, etc. 3. to attain an office or rank; to 

enter upon the duties of an office  

acquiesce: v. - to accept something passively or 

without objection (usually used with 'in' or 'to'): 

consent  

adduce: v. - to bring something forward as evidence 

or proof in an argument: allege, assert, cite, claim, 

point out, put forward, state  

adjure: v. - 1. to command or enjoin solemnly as if 

under oath or penalty of a curse: bind, charge 2. to 

urge or advise earnestly: bid, beseech, entreat, 

implore, importune, press  

aggrandize: v. - 1. to make great or greater: enlarge, 

increase 2. to make appear greater in power, rank, 

reputation, or wealth: praise highly 3. to enhance the 

power, wealth, position, or reputation of: exalt  

aggress: v. - to commit the first act of hostility or 

offense; to make an attack  

ameliorate: v. - to make or become better: help, 

improve  

amerce: v. - to punish, especially by a fine whose 

amount is fixed by the court  

amortize: v. - (Finance) 1. to gradually reduce a 

debt by making regular payments to cover the 

principal and interest 2. to gradually write off the 

cost of an asset in regular installments  

anneal: v. - 1. (Metallurgy) to heat and then (usually 

slowly) cool an alloy, metal, or glass in order to 

make it tougher and less brittle and to remove 

internal stresses. This is done to prevent the finished 

metal or glass from cracking or shattering due to 

physical pressure or temperature changes: 

strengthen, temper 2. (Cell Biology) (a) for DNA or 

RNA to spontaneously pair by hydrogen bonds with 

a complementary strand, forming a double-stranded 

polynucleotide of DNA-DNA, DNA-RNA, or RNA-

RNA (b) to heat double-stranded nucleic acid (DNA, 

or a double strand of RNA) in order to break the 

hydrogen bonds which hold the strands together 

(and therefore forming single strands), then to cool it 

in order for them to recombine back into double 

strands: hybridize  

appropinquate: v. - to come near to; to come close 

to; to approach  

arrogate: v. - 1. to take or claim something for 

oneself without the right to do so: appropriate, 

commandeer, expropriate, lay claim, seize, usurp 2. 

to claim something on behalf of another in a way 

that is not fair or justified: ascribe  

ascribe: v. - 1. to assert that something was caused 

by a particular thing or person; to attribute an effect 

to a particular cause 2. to assert that something was 

originally written or said by a particular person 3. to 

assert that some quality, characteristic or trait 

belongs to a person or group  

asseverate: v. - to declare earnestly, seriously, or 

positively; to state absolutely and without 

qualifications: affirm, assert, assure, aver, avow, 

claim, confess, contend, insist, maintain, profess, 

pronounce, purport, say, state, swear, testify, vow  

assuage: v. - 1. to lessen the intensity of something 

that pains or distresses: allay, alleviate, ease, 

lighten, mitigate, mollify, palliate, relieve, sooth 2. 

to quiet or calm someone: pacify 3. to put an end to 

a need or desire by satisfying it: appease, placate, 

quench, slake 4. to cause to be more favorably 

inclined; to gain the good will of: conciliate, lenify  

attenuate: v. (see also adj.) - 1. to make slender, 

thin, fine, or small 2. to make or become weaker in 

strength, value, or power: weaken 3. to reduce in 

force, value, amount, or degree: lessen 4. to weaken 

the consistency of a chemical substance 5. to lessen 

the density of; to thin a substance: rarefy 6. 

(Biology) to make bacteria or viruses weaker 

(Attenuated bacteria or viruses are used in some 

vaccines.) 7. (Electronics) to reduce the amplitude of 

an electrical signal with little or no distortion  

aver: v. - 1. to state confidently; to affirm positively, 

as in confidence of asserting the truth: assert, avow, 

claim, declare, swear 2. (Law) to formally state or 
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(Verbs)                                                      ballast – career 

 

allege that something is a fact  

ballast: v. (see also n.) - 1. to load a stabilizing 

weight onto something 2. to give stability to 

something; to keep steady: stabilize 

bamboozle: v. - 1. to deceive or cheat by trickery: 

dupe 2. to confuse or puzzle  

beatify: v. - 1. (Catholicism) to proclaim that a dead 

person lived a holy life and is one of the blessed 

who are experiencing heavenly bliss and are worthy 

of public religious veneration, especially in a 

particular region or religious congregation (this is 

the first step in achieving sainthood) 2. to make 

somebody extremely blissful or blessedly happy 3. 

to honor above all others: exalt  

bedizen: v. - 1. to dress somebody in tastelessly 

showy or gaudy clothing, jewelry, etc.: adorn 2. to 

decorate something in a way that seems tastelessly 

showy, gaudy, or garishly excessive  

bedung: v. - 1. to cover with dung or manure 2. to 

smear or soil with anything thick and dirty, literally 

or figuratively: besmear, besmirch, defile  

beguile: v. [see also: beguiling (adj.) & guile (n.)] - 

1. to trick, mislead or deceive somebody, especially 

using flattery: delude, dupe, hoodwink 2. to rob or 

cheat somebody of something: bilk, defraud, swindle 

3. to win and maintain somebody's attention, 

interest, or devotion: bewitch, captivate, charm, 

enchant, ensnare 4. to pass time in a fun or pleasant 

way: amuse, delight, entertain, while away 5. to 

distract somebody's attention, especially away from 

something difficult or sad: divert  

behoove: v. - 1. to be right, proper, appropriate or 

necessary for somebody (to do): befit, compel, 

demand, force, impel, oblige, require 2. to be 

worthwhile or advantageous: aid, benefit, help  

belie: v. - 1. to give a false impression of: 

misrepresent 2. to show something to be false or 

wrong 3. to run counter to: contradict 4. to cover up: 

disguise, hide  

bifurcate: v. (see also adj.) - to divide or separate 

into two parts or branches: fork  

bilk: v. (see also n.) - 1. to cheat somebody out of 

what is due to them, especially money: defraud, rip 

off, swindle, trick 2. to hinder or prevent the efforts, 

plans, or desires of someone else; to block the free 

development of something: baffle, foil, frustrate, 

cross, spoil, thwart 3. to avoid paying a debt to 

someone else 4. to escape from someone or 

something: elude, evade 5. (Cribbage) to spoil your 

opponent's crib score  

billet: v. (see also n.) - to lodge soldiers in a civilian 

house  

bloviate: v. - to speak or write in a pompous or 

boastful manner, especially at length: bellow, 

bluster, clamor, declaim, decry, harangue, inveigh, 

lecture, prate, prattle, rail, rant, roister, storm, talk 

wildly, thunder, vociferate  

bluster: v. (see also n.) - 1. to speak or act with 

noisy, swaggering threats and self-confidence 2. to 

drive or force by loud assertiveness and intimidation 

3. to blow in stormy noisy gusts 4. to be windy and 

boisterous  

bogart: v. - 1. to behave in a hostile, belligerent, or 

intimidating way: bully, intimidate 2. to use or 

consume without sharing; to take more than a fair 

share of something: monopolize  

bombinate: v. - (identical to 'bombilate') to loudly 

hum or buzz continuously: drone, murmur, purr, 

reverberate, rumble, whir  

bowdlerize: v. - 1. to clean up a book (or other 

written work) by omitting or changing parts 

considered offensive: censor, cut, decontaminate, 

expurgate, purge, purify, repress, sanitize, screen, 

sterilize 2. to modify by abridging, simplifying, or 

distorting in style or content  

burgeon: v. - 1. to grow forth and expand rapidly: 

flourish 2. to put forth new buds, leaves, or 

greenery: bloom, sprout  

burnish: v. - to make shiny, smooth or glossy by 

rubbing: buff, polish  

buss: v. - to kiss, especially if done rudely or with a 

smack: osculate  

cabal: v. (see also n.) - to engage in plotting or enter 

into a conspiracy; to swear together: conspire, 

complot, conjure, machinate  

cachinnate: v. (see also n.) - to laugh hard, loudly, 

or convulsively: guffaw  

cadge: v. - to beg or get by begging; to ask for and 

get free; to be a parasite: bum, grub, mooch, 

panhandle, scrounge, sponge  

canker: v. (see also n.) - 1. to cause a person, 

animal, or plant to develop cankers (open sores in a 

person's mouth, on a cat's or dog's ears, under a 

horse's hooves, or on the woody parts of a plant) 2. 

to cause or spread corruption, decay, or evil; to 

destroy gradually or slowly  

canvass: v. (see also n.) - 1. to examine thoroughly 

or inspect closely (especially, to examine votes 

officially for authenticity): scrutinize 2. to discuss in 

detail: debate 3. to go through places or among 

people asking for votes, opinions, orders, etc.: solicit 

4. to get the opinions of people: poll  

capitulate: v. - to give up on prearranged 

conditions; conditional surrender  

caracole: v. (see also n.) - for a horse and rider to 

make a half turn right or left  

career: v. - to go at top speed, especially in a 

headlong manner
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(Verbs)                                              castigate – discomfit 

 

carom: v. (see also n.) - to collide and rebound, 

especially in a shot of billiards or pool: glance, 

ricochet  

castigate: v. - 1. to punish severely 2. to verbally 

criticize or condemn strongly: chastise, rebuke  

caterwaul: v. (see also n.) - 1. to make a shrill or 

harsh cry, especially like a cat in heat 2. to have a 

noisy argument  

cavil: v. (see also n.) - to raise trivial or frivolous 

objections; to find fault without good reason: bicker, 

carp, nitpick, pettifog, quibble  

cerebrate: v. - to use the mind: muse, ponder, think  

chagrin: v. (see also n.) to feel deeply unsettled or 

upset due to disappointment, humiliation, or 

annoyance: annoy, ashame, bother, disconcert, 

disquiet, embarrass, irk, irritate, mortify, peeve, 

perturb, shame, upset, vex  

chastise: v. - 1. to punish, especially by beating 2. to 

scold or condemn sharply  

chork: v. - [Scottish] 1. to make the squelching 

sound which occurs when someone is walking in 

shoes that are full of water 2. [rare] to grind the teeth 

in a noisy manner  

chouse: v. - 1. to defeat someone through trickery or 

deceit: cheat, chicane, defraud, jockey, screw, shaft, 

trick 2. to drive or herd livestock roughly  

cincture: v. (see also n.) - to encircle: encompass, 

gird  

collude: v. - to cooperate with somebody in secret, 

especially in order to do something dishonest, 

illegal, or undesirable: conspire, plot  

comport: v. - to conduct or behave oneself in a 

particular manner 2. to be fitting; to accord or agree 

(usually followed by 'with')  

confute: v. - to overwhelm by argument; to refute 

conclusively; to prove or show to be false  

contemn: v. - to view or treat with disrespect, hate, 

or contempt: disdain, despise, detest, scorn  

contravene: v. - 1. to act or be counter to: to violate 

2. to oppose in argument: contradict  

coquette: v. (see also n.) - 1. to act as a flirtatious, 

teasing woman 2. to deal with something playfully 

rather than seriously: dally, toy, trifle  

cordon: v. (see also n.) - to seal off an area in order 

to control access to it, especially to surround an area 

(such as a crime scene or a place under quarantine) 

with a line of police officers, soldiers, or other 

guards, often using brightly colored barrier tape to 

mark the restricted area (such as the ribbons used 

around crime scenes {image} and around 

dangerous places {image}) -- especially used in the 

phrase "to cordon off" a location: blockade, block 

off, close off  

corroborate: v. - to strengthen or make more certain 

with other evidence  

coruscate: v. - 1. to give off or reflect bright beams 

or flashes of light: sparkle 2. to exhibit brilliant, 

sparkling technique or style  

cosset: v. - to treat as a pet; to treat with excessive 

indulgence: pamper  

countermand: v. - to reverse (a command) by a 

contrary order, especially one from a higher 

authority than the first command: nullify, recall, 

rescind, revoke  

countervail: v. - 1. to act against with equal force, 

power, or effect in order to stop or nullify 

something: annul, counteract, invalidate, negate, 

neutralize 2. to offset or counterbalance something: 

compensate  

cozen: v. - 1. to deceive, usually by petty tricks: 

cheat, defraud 2. to obtain by dishonesty 3. to act in 

a dishonest or deceitful way  

cretinize: v. - to make physically or mentally 

retarded  

cull: v. (see also n.) - 1. to pick out from others: 

select 2. to gather: collect 3. to remove rejected 

members or parts from (a herd, for example)  

debilitate: v. - to reduce the strength of: cripple, 

disable, enfeeble, impair, sap, undermine  

deem: v. - 1. to come to think or judge: consider 2. 

to have an opinion: believe  

deep-six: v. - 1. (slang) to get rid of: discard, 

eliminate 2. (slang) to throw overboard  

defenestrate: v. (see also n.) - to throw out of a 

window  

defer: v. - 1. put off: delay 2. to postpone induction 

of a person into military service  

defile: v. - 1. to march off in a line 2. to make 

unclean or impure  

dehisce: v. - to burst or split open, as of flowers and 

seeds when releasing pollen or seeds  

deign: v. - 1. to think something worthy or 

appropriate to one's dignity 2. to do something that 

one considers to be below one's dignity; to give or 

bestow reluctantly and with a strong sense of the 

affront to one's superiority: condescend  

demean: v. - to conduct or behave oneself, usually 

in a proper manner  

deracinate: v. - 1. to pluck up by the roots; to uproot 

2. to displace from one's native or accustomed 

environment  

descry: v. - 1. to catch sight of, especially something 

distant or obscure; to discern 2. to discover by 

observation; to detect  

desiccate: v. (see also adj.) - 1. to remove water or 

moisture from, especially in order to preserve foods: 

dehydrate 2. to dry out thoroughly 3. to make dry, 

http://enrouteemergencyequipment.com/images/TAP01-L.jpg
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dull, or lifeless; to remove vitality from something  discomfit: v. - 1. to frustrate the plans or 
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(Verbs)                                                 disconcert – fillip 

 

expectations of 2. to make uneasy: disconcert 3. 

[archaic] to defeat or overthrow 

disconcert: v. - 1. to disturb someone's calmness or 

composure 2. to throw into disorder or confusion  

dithering: v. - the blending of two or more colors to 

get another color to display on a computer screen. 

This is done for low-resolution monitors and some 

displays that show relatively few colors  

divagate: v. - to wander or stray from a course or 

subject: digress, diverge  

dollop: v. - (see also n.) to serve an item of food 

(such as mashed potatoes or cream) in a shapeless 

lump, as from the scoop of a spoon  

draw & quarter: v. - to execute (a prisoner) any of 

these ways: (a) tying each limb to a horse and then 

driving the horses in different directions, pulling the 

person apart (b) drawing the person to the gallows 

by a horse, hanging them, then cutting them into 

four pieces and scatter the pieces (c) hanging the 

prisoner, disemboweling them while they are still 

alive (drawn), then beheading and dismembering 

them  

drub: v. - 1. to beat severely 2. to defeat decisively  

duff: v. (see also n.) - to play a bad shot in golf by 

hitting the ground behind the ball  

edulcorate: v. - 1. to free from harshness or acidity 

of attitude: soften 2. to make sweeter in taste: 

dulcify, sweeten 3. (Chemistry) to free from acids, 

salts, or other soluble substances by washing: purify  

egress: v. (see also n.) - to go or come out  

emaciate: v. - to make or become thin or weak, 

especially as a result of starvation  

emasculate: v. - 1. to surgically remove the testicles 

and/or penis; to deprive someone of their 

reproductive power: castrate, neuter 2. to deprive (a 

man) of his male role or identity; to make (a man) 

unmanly or feminine 3. to deprive somebody of their 

strength, effectiveness, power, or spirit (especially to 

take away someone's masculine spirit or power): 

enervate, undermine, unman, unnerve, weaken 4. 

(Botany) to remove the male reproductive organs 

(stamens) from a flower in order to prevent self-

pollination  

encrypt: v. - to add an electronic digital code to data 

being sent over a public network (such as the 

Internet) to prevent its unauthorized detection, use, 

copying, and so on  

ensconce: v. - 1. to settle someone (often oneself) 

securely, snugly or comfortably, as though intending 

to stay a long while 2. to cover or shelter someone, 

especially in a secure hiding place: conceal, hide  

eschew: v. - to avoid habitually, especially on moral 

or practical grounds: abjure, avoid, escape, shun  

espouse: v. - 1. to marry 2. to take up and support as 

a cause; to become attached to  

estivate: v. - 1. to spend the summer, as at a special 

place 2. to sleep during summer, as of certain 

animals  

eulogize: v. - to praise highly: exalt, extol, glorify  

evince: v. - to show in a clear manner; to manifest; 

to make evident; to bring to light  

excoriate: v. - 1. to express strong disapproval of; to 

severly criticize or denounce: censure 2. to remove 

skin from a person or animal: abrade  

exculpate: v. - to clear from alleged fault or guilt: 

acquit  

expatiate: v. - 1. to speak or write at length or in 

considerable detail 2. to move about freely: wander  

expatriate: v. (see also n.) - 1. move away from 

one's native country and live abroad; to permanently 

leave one's country 2. to send somebody away from 

his or her own country as a punishment: banish, 

deport, exile, expel [antonym: repatriate] 3. to take 

away somebody's citizenship 4. to give up one's 

native citizenship voluntarily  

expurgate: v. - to cleanse of anything thought 

offensive or morally harmful, especially to cut 

objectionable parts out of something before 

publication or presentation: bowdlerize, censor, 

sanitize  

exsanguinate: v. - to drain, or be drained of, blood  

extenuate: v. - 1. to lessen or to try to lessen the 

seriousness or extent of by making partial excuses; 

to diminish the conception of, as crime, guilt, faults, 

ills, accusations: gloss, mitigate, palliate, whitewash 

2. to lessen or weaken the force of  

extirpate: v. - 1. to pull up by the stem or root 2. to 

destroy completely 3. to remove by surgery  

extradite: v. - 1. to give up or deliver (a fugitive, for 

example) to the legal jurisdiction of another 

government for trial or for serving a sentence: 

deliver, deport, surrender, transport  

extricate: v. - to free or release from a difficulty or 

entanglement; to get free: disengage  

fettle: v. (see also n.) - 1. to line the hearth (of a 

reverberatory furnace) with loose sand or ore in 

preparation for pouring molten metal 2. to repair the 

lining of a furnace 3. to remove molding, excess 

material, unwanted blemishes, seams or flash from 

nearly dry ceramic or metal casting pots prior to 

glazing and firing  

filch: v. - to take something in a sneaky manner, 

especially something of little value: lift, mooch, 

pilfer, purloin, snitch, steal, swipe  

fillip: v. - (see also n.) - 1. to strike with the nail of 

the finger, first placed against the ball of the thumb, 

and forced from that position with a sudden spring; 

to snap with the finger 2. to snap; to project quickly 
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(Verbs)                                          flout – hugger-mugger 

 

3. to urge on; to provide a stimulus, by or as if by a 

snap of the finger  

flout: v. - 1. to openly ignore, disobey, or defy a law 

or convention, especially to show contempt or 

disregard for it: reject, spurn [antonym: follow, 

obey] 2. [archaic] to make fun of or snub a law or 

convention: deride, mock, ridicule, scoff  

foment: v. - to nurse to life or activity (often in a 

bad sense): encourage, incite, instigate  

forage: v. (see also n.) - 1. to go from place to place 

looking for food and supplies: rummage, scrounge 

2. to raid a place, especially for food or supplies: 

ravage 3. to engage in a search: beat, comb, 

finecomb, fine-tooth-comb, grub, rake, ransack, 

scour 4. to secure food or supplies by stripping the 

countryside 5. to give feed to horses, cattle, or other 

animals  

forfend: v. - 1. to keep away something or someone 

evil or unpleasant; to ward off: avert 2. to protect or 

secure against something happening: defend, 

preserve, prevent 3. [archaic] to not allow: forbid, 

prohibit  

fulminate: v. - 1. to issue or utter verbal attacks or 

censures authoritatively or menacingly 2. to cause to 

explode: detonate  

gainsay: v. - 1. to declare false: deny, contradict, 

contravene, disaffirm, negate, traverse 2. to oppose, 

especially by contradiction: controvert, dispute, 

impugn  

garner: v. (see also n.) - 1. to gather something into 

storage or into a granary 2. to gather grain 3. to 

acquire by one's efforts or actions: earn 4. to 

assemble or get together; to gather to oneself: 

accumulate, acquire, amass, collect, gather, glean, 

harvest, pull together, reap  

garrote: v. (see also n.) - (Spanish) 1. to execute by 

using an iron collar (a garrote) to strangle someone 

or break their neck 2. to strangle someone in order to 

rob them  

gentrify: v. (see also n.) - to renovate and improve a 

run-down, poor or elderly neighborhood (especially 

through remodeling buildings or houses) so that it 

attracts more middle-class residents, controversial 

because it causes the displacement of poor and 

elderly people who can't afford higher rates of rent 

and taxes  

gesticulate: v. - to make gestures or motions, 

especially while speaking or instead of speaking  

glom: v. - 1. to take by theft: catch, cop, grab, hook, 

knock off, seize, snitch, steal, thieve, take 2. to seize 

upon or latch onto something 3. to look or stare at: 

glimpse, see, view, watch 4. to begin to understand 

or realize something  

glower: v. (see also n.) - to look or stare angrily or 

sullenly: frown, glare, scowl  

googlewhack: v. - to attempt to discover a pair of 

keywords that will return only one result from the 

Google search engine  

gormandize: v. - to eat food greedily, ravenously or 

like a glutton: devour, gorge, overeat  

graft: v. (see also n.) - 1. (Surgery) to transplant a 

piece of living tissue or an organ into a patient's 

body. The tissue or organ may be either from a 

donor or from another part of the patient's body 2. 

(Botany) to join a piece of tissue from a part of one 

plant to the stem or root system of another plant to 

produce vigor or resistance to disease in the new 

plant 3. to join two things that do not share a natural 

relationship with one another; to incorporate or 

attach two things together, especially inappropriately 

4. to obtain money, property or power by corrupt or 

dishonest means (such as bribery) 5. (British) to 

work hard  

grangerize: v. - to illustrate a book with photos, 

drawings, or prints taken from other books, 

magazines, or news articles, especially by cutting 

the pictures out of other printed sources to paste 

them into another book  

groak: v. - to stare at someone who is eating in 

hopes of getting some food  

grok: v. - to instantly gain a deep, thorough, or 

spiritual understanding of something, beyond what 

mere words can express, through a flash of intuition 

or empathy [Coined by Robert A. Heinlein in his 

novel Stranger in a Strange Land]  

grubstake: v. - to provide (as a mining prospector or 

a newly launched enterprise) with necessary supplies 

or funds  

harangue: v. (see also n.) - 1. to make a speech: 

declaim, orate 2. to criticize or question somebody 

at length, or try to persuade them to do something, in 

a forceful angry way: berate, rant, scold, sermonize  

harrow: v. [see also n. & harrowing (adj.)] - 1. to 

break up and level land by pulling a heavy rack with 

spikes or disks (a harrow) over it 2. to greatly 

distress the mind or feelings of someone: afflict, 

disturb, harass, torment  

hector: v. - to play the bully; to intimidate or harass 

by bluster or personal pressure: swagger  

hobnob: v. - 1. to mix socially (as at a party), 

especially with famous or powerful people: mingle, 

rub elbows (with) 2. to be on friendly, social terms 

with someone, especially someone of a higher social 

class: associate (with), hang out (with), pal around 

(with), socialize (with)  

hoise: v. - to raise into position by or as if by means 

of tackle: heave, hoist, lift  

hugger-mugger: v. (see also adj., adv., & n.) - 1. to 
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(Verbs)                                                   imbricate – limn 

 

keep something secret: conceal, hide, hush up 2. to 

act in a secretive manner  

imbricate: v. - 1. to place (tiles, shingles, etc.) in 

overlapping order 2. to overlap evenly, as fish scales 

do  

immolate: v. - 1. to kill a person or animal as a 

sacrifice, especially as a ritual sacrifice by fire 2. to 

commit suicide as a protest, especially by burning  

immure: v. - 1. to enclose within walls, or as if 

within walls; hence, to shut up; to imprison; to 

incarcerate 2. to build into a wall 3. to entomb in a 

wall  

impugn: v. - to attack as false or questionable; to 

challenge in argument: assail, contradict, deny, 

gainsay, oppose  

incarnadine: v. (see also n. & adj.) - to make 

something the color red: redden  

inculcate: v. - to impress something upon the mind 

of another by frequent instruction or repetition: 

indoctrinate, instill  

indagate: v. - to search into: examine, investigate, 

research  

indite: v. - to put in writing: compose  

ingurgitate: v. - to swallow greedily or in large 

quantities: guzzle  

inhere: v. - to be a natural, essential or intimate part 

of something, especially an inborn (or inherent, or 

innate) or permanent quality of something  

insinuate: v. - 1. to indirectly, gradually or artfully 

hint at something, especially something insulting, 

unpleasant, or otherwise negative: allude, hint, 

imply, indicate, introduce, purport, suggest 2. to use 

subtle, indirect or gradual means to gain a special 

position or place of favor: inject, insert, wheedle, 

worm  

inspissate: v. - to make thick or thicker  

interdict: v. (see also n.) - 1. to prohibit or place 

under an ecclesiastical or legal sanction 2. to 

command against, especially authoritatively: ban, 

debar, disallow, enjoin, forbid, prohibit, proscribe, 

veto 3. to cut or destroy (a line of communication) 

by firepower so as to halt an enemy's advance 4. to 

confront and halt the activities, advance, or entry of 

another person or group  

interdigitate: v. - to become interlocked like the 

fingers of folded hands  

interlard: v. - to insert between; to mix or mingle; 

especially, to introduce something foreign or 

irrelevant into  

interpolate: v. - 1. to insert or introduce between 

other elements or parts; to make insertions or 

additions: to add to, to foist in 2. to insert (material) 

into a text 3. to insert into a conversation: introduce 

4. to change or falsify (a text) by introducing new or 

incorrect material  

inure: v. - over a period of time, to cause to accept 

or become hardened to something undesirable, so 

that the person is no longer bothered or upset by it: 

accustom, habituate, harden, indurate  

inveigh: v. - (usually followed by "against") to speak 

or write with passionate hostility against something, 

especially in protest; to vent angry disapproval of 

something: complain, challenge, criticize, decry, 

denounce, fight, lambaste, rail, rage, rant, 

vituperate  

inveigle: v. - 1. to charm somebody into doing 

something that he or she would not otherwise have 

done, especially using flattery or artful talk (usually 

followed by "into"): coax, ensnare, entice, lure, 

persuade, seduce, tempt 2. to win or obtain 

something by tricky talk or false representations 

(usually followed by "from" or "away")  

irrupt: v. - 1. to increase rapidly and in an 

uncontrolled manner: explode 2. for a natural 

population to undergo a sudden upsurge in numbers, 

especially when natural balances and checks are 

disturbed 3. to flare up or intensify suddenly; to 

break open or burst in: erupt 4. to rush in forcibly or 

violently 5. to enter uninvited: intrude  

jawbone: v. - to use persuasive words (a moving 

jawbone) rather than force or decree in order to 

influence or pressure others, especially for someone 

in a position of power to urge voluntary compliance 

with official goals or guidelines without physically 

or legally forcing others to do so (for example, a 

country's president may speak eloquently or 

passionately on the importance of self-regulation 

within an industry, while reserving the threat of 

government regulation if they fail to do so)  

jettison: v. (see also n.) - 1. to cast overboard or off 

2. to discard something as unwanted or burdensome: 

abandon  

jigsaw: v. (see also n.) - 1. to cut or form with a 

jigsaw 2. to arrange intricately: interlock  

judder: v. - to shake or vibrate violently and rapidly, 

or to move while shaking  

kibitz: v. (see also n. ) - (Yiddish) 1. to offer 

unwanted, usually meddlesome advice to others, 

especially from the sidelines of a card game or other 

event 2. to chat or converse: chit chat, gab, gossip 

kvetch: v. (see also n.) - (Yiddish) to constantly 

grumble and complain: nag, whine  

lambaste: v. - 1. to assault violently: beat, thrash, 

whip 2. to attack verbally: berate, censure, scold  

ligature: v. (see also n.) - to tie up or bind 

something  

limn: v. - 1. to depict by drawing or painting: depict, 

picture, portray, represent 2. to outline in clear
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(Verbs)                                                      loam – pettifog 

 

sharp detail; to portray in words: delineate, describe  

loam: v. (see also n.) - to fill, cover, or coat with 

loam (a mixture of sand, clay and other materials)  

loathe: v. (distinct from the adjective 'loath') - to 

dislike greatly  

lollygag: v. - to spend time idly, aimlessly, or 

foolishly: dawdle  

lustrate: v. - to spiritually (and often bodily) purify 

someone or something by means of a religious 

ceremony or ritual, often performed before entering 

a holy place  

metastasize: v. - 1. (Medicine) to spread cancer 

from its original location into another part or parts of 

the body, especially through the blood, spinal fluid, 

or lymphatic vessels 2. to be changed or 

transformed, especially into a dangerous or 

destructive form  

moil: v. - 1. to work hard, especially with painful 

effort; to toil, labor, or drudge 2. to churn or swirl 

about continuously; to be in an ongoing state of 

agitation or confusion  

mooch: v. - 1. to obtain or try to obtain for free by 

begging: cadge, sponge 2. to steal: filch, lift, pilfer, 

purloin, snitch, steal, swipe 3. to wander about 

aimlessly 4. to skulk around: sneak  

mulct: v. - 1. to fine somebody as a penalty 2. to 

cheat somebody out of something  

nettle: v. (see also n.) - 1. to irritate or annoy 

somebody: bother, pique, provoke, vex 2. to sting 

somebody with a leaf from a nettle plant (which has 

fine hairs or spines that sting when touched)  

nictitate: v. - to wink  

nonplus: v. - to cause to be at a loss as to what to 

say, think, or do; to render speechless: baffle, 

flummox, perplex, unnerve  

obfuscate: v. - 1. to render indistinct or dim: 

becloud, darken 2. to make an issue obscure or 

unclear, especially by making it unnecessarily 

complicated 3. to make somebody confused, usually 

intentionally: bewilder  

objurgate: v. - to express strong disapproval of; to 

criticize severely: berate, castigate, censure, 

chastise, chide, condemn, decry, rebuke, reprove, 

scold  

obnubilate: v. - to make unclear, indistinct, blurred 

or less visible: befog, becloud, blur, cloud, confuse, 

fog, haze over, mist, obfuscate, obscure  

obumber: v. - to overshadow: eclipse, exceed, 

outdistance, overstep, pass, surmount, transcend  

obviate: v. - 1. to do away with: eliminate, remove 

2. to avoid an anticipated difficulty by doing 

something to prevent it from happening: avert, 

avoid, deflect, fend off, head off, intercept, prevent, 

stave off 3. to make something unnecessary  

occlude: v. - 1. to block or stop up a passage 

(through land, through the body, etc.); to cut off or 

prevent the flow or passage of something, such as 

light or liquid: clog, close, obstruct, shut 2. to align 

the upper and lower teeth in the proper position for 

chewing or for being in normal contact when the 

mouth is closed 3. to absorb a liquid or gas on the 

surface of or within a solid 4. (Meteorology) to 

undercut a mass of warm air so that it is no longer in 

contact with the earth's surface  

oscillate: v. (see also n.) - 1. to move from side to 

side, forward and backward, or up and down in a 

steady rhythm, as a swing or a pendulum does: 

sway, swing 2. to be unable to decide which is the 

better of two arguments, opinions, or plans of action: 

vacillate, waver 3. (Physics) to vary regularly 

between opposite extremes, usually within a defined 

period of time (for example, in alternating electrical 

currents, the flow of the electrical charge regularly 

alternates between moving forward and moving 

backward): fluctuate  

ossify: v. - 1. to change or develop into bone; to 

become bony 2. to become set in a rigidly 

conventional pattern; to settle or fix rigidly in a 

practice, custom, attitude, etc  

palpate: v. (see also adj. & n.) - to examine or 

explore an organ or area of the body by feeling and 

pressing with the palms of the hands and the fingers, 

especially used during a medical examination to 

detect tenderness, abnormal growths, changes in the 

size or firmness of underlying organs, and unusual 

tissue reactions to pressure  

palter: v. - 1. to act or talk deceitfully: equivocate, 

fib, lie, prevaricate 2. to haggle or quibble, as in 

bargaining  

parley: v. (see also n.) - to speak with another on 

some point of mutual concern; specifically, to have a 

discussion with an enemy  

pasquinade: v. (see also n.) - to make fun of 

someone or something in public writing: lampoon, 

ridicule, satirize  

patronize: v. - 1. for someone to act like he or she is 

more important or smarter than someone else; to 

behave in a snobbish or condescending way 2. to 

give someone or something money or other material 

support, especially in the arts: sponsor 3. to be a 

regular customer of a store or business; to do 

business or trade with  

periclitate: v. - to expose to risk or danger: 

endanger, jeopardize  

perpend: v. (see also n.) - to think about carefully; 

to weigh in the mind: consider, deliberate, ponder, 

reflect  

pettifog: v. - 1. to do law business in a petty or 
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(Verbs)                                                      philter – segue 

 

tricky way 2. to argue over petty things: bicker, 

carp, cavil, nitpick, quibble, squabble 3. to argue 

trickily 

philter: v. (see also n.) - to enchant or bewitch with 

or as if with a magic potion or charm  

piffle: v. (see also n.) - to talk or behave in a silly, 

thoughtless, or ineffective way  

pique: v. (see also n.) - 1. to cause to feel 

resentment, indignation, anger or wounded pride: 

fret, irritate, nettle, offend, sting 2. to excite to 

action by causing ambition, curiosity, resentment or 

jealousy: arouse, prick, provoke, stimulate 3. to 

pride or value (used reflexively)  

poniard: v. (see also n.) - to stab with a poniard (a 

dagger with a slender blade)  

postulate: v. - 1. to assume or claim as true, existent, 

or necessary 2. to assume as a postulate or axiom (as 

in logic)  

preponderate: v. - 1. to exceed in weight: outweigh, 

overbalance 2. to incline or descend, as the scale of 

a balance; to be weighed down 3. to be greater in 

influence, power, importance, quantity, etc.: 

predominate  

prevaricate: v. - to depart from or evade the truth: 

equivocate, fib, lie, palter  

proscribe: v. - to condemn or forbid as harmful or 

unlawful: outlaw  

proselytize: v. - 1. to induce someone to convert 

from one belief, doctrine, cause, or faith to another 

2. to recruit someone to join one's institution, cause, 

or political party  

pule: v. - to cry weakly or softly: wail, whimper, 

whine  

pullulate: v. - 1. to put forth sprouts or buds: 

germinate, sprout 2. to breed quickly, freely or 

abundantly: multiply 3. to exist abundantly: swarm, 

teem  

purfle: v. (see also n.) - 1. to ornament or with a 

decorative border, especially one consisting of 

beads, lace, metallic thread, or the like 2. to decorate 

(a shrine or tabernacle) with architectural forms in 

miniature  

purloin: v. - to commit theft: filch, lift, mooch, 

pilfer, snitch, steal, swipe  

quaff: v. - to drink a beverage deeply: guzzle, imbibe 

quash: v. - 1. to set aside, nullify, or make void, 

especially by judicial action 2. to suppress or 

extinguish summarily and completely: crush, subdue  

queue: v. (see also n.) - 1. (British) to form a line 

while waiting for something 2. to add an item to a 

list of tasks to be performed or messages to be sent, 

especially when the items are set to be completed in 

the order they were added  

redact: v. - 1. to edit, revise or adapt a piece of 

writing in preparation for publication (for example, 

governmental documents are often redacted before 

publication, ensuring that confidential or highly 

sensitive information has been blacked out in order 

to protect national security) 2. to draw up a 

statement or announcement in writing: compose, 

draft  

redound: v. - 1. to have an effect or consequence, 

for good or ill 2. to become transferred or added: 

accrue, contribute 3. to be returned or deflected 

(usually followed by 'on' or 'upon'): recoil, reflect, 

rebound 4. to be excessive in quantity  

relegate: v. - 1. to exile or banish (someone) to a 

specified place 2. to assign to an inferior position 

(usually followed by 'to'): demote  

repatriate: v. (see also n.) - 1. to send somebody 

back to his or her country of birth (especially against 

their will) [antonym: expatriate] 2. to send money 

that has been earned or invested abroad back to its 

owner's country of origin 3. to send a cultural 

artifact or works of art back to their country of 

origin  

repine: v. - 1. to feel or express dejection or 

discontent: complain 2. to long for something  

respite: v. (see also n.) - 1. to put off something 

which was appointed: delay, postpone 2. to postpone 

the punishment of a convicted criminal, such as an 

execution: reprieve  

rive: v. - to tear apart (as with a fork) or break into 

pieces (as by a blow): cleave, pull, rip, sever, split, 

sunder  

rodomontade: v. (see also adj. & n.) - to boast or 

speak in a pretentious, self-important, or self-

indulgent way: bluster, boast, brag, roister, talk big  

roister: v. - 1. to take part in loud rowdy partying or 

celebrations, especially drunk ones: carouse, make 

merry, revel 2. to behave in a loud, bragging 

manner: bloviate, bluster, rodomontade, swagger  

rowel: v. (see also n.) - to urge or goad a horse with 

the spinning, pointed disk at the end of a spur (called 

a 'rowel')  

ruminate: v. - 1. to turn a matter over and over in 

the mind: meditate, muse, ponder, reflect 2. to chew 

cud; to chew again what has been slightly chewed 

and swallowed once already  

scintillate: v. - 1. to emit sparks: spark 2. to emit 

quick flashes as if throwing off sparks: flicker, 

sparkle  

scry: v. - to see or predict the future by means of a 

crystal ball  

segue: v. (see also n.) - 1. to proceed without 

interruption; to make a smooth transition 2. (Music) 

to make a transition directly from one musical theme 
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(Verbs)                                             sepulcher – urtricate 

 

or section to another 

sepulcher: v. (also spelled 'sepulture') (see also n.) - 

to put a corpse into a grave or tomb: bury, entomb, 

inter  

sequester: v. - 1. to keep somebody away from other 

people, especially to isolate a trial jury or a witness 

(in order to protect them from harm or outside 

influence): segregate, separate 2. to keep oneself 

away from others, especially in choosing solitude or 

retirement: seclude, withdraw 3. (Law) to take legal 

possession of somebody's property temporarily until 

a dispute is settled, a court order is obeyed, or a debt 

they owe is paid: hold, seize 4. (International Law) 

to demand, seize, hold or control the property of an 

enemy  

shanghai: v. - 1. to force aboard a ship for service as 

a sailor 2. to trick or force into an undesirable 

position  

shoal: v. (see also n. & adj.) - 1. to come together in 

large numbers: throng 2. to become or make shallow 

3. to sail into a shallower part of water  

skirl: v. (see also n.) - to produce a shrill wailing, 

especially using the bagpipes  

snafu: v. (see also acr., adj. & n.) - to throw into 

disorder or confusion: confuse, muddle  

sough: v. (see also n.) - to make a soft, low sighing 

or rustling sound, as a breeze  

souse: v. (see also n.) - 1. to plunge in liquid: 

drench, immerse, saturate 2. to make drunk: 

inebriate 3. to pickle (as food)  

spoor: v. (see also n.) - to follow the trail of an 

animal  

stanch: v. - (also spelled 'staunch') 1. to stop or 

check the flow of a liquid, especially the flowing of 

blood from a wound 2. to stop, check, or allay 

something in its course  

sublimate: v. - 1. to cause to pass directly from the 

solid to the vapor state and condense back to solid 

form 2. to divert the expression of (an instinctual 

desire or impulse) from its primitive form to one that 

is considered more socially or culturally acceptable 

3. to refine and exalt: elevate, heighten 4. to remove 

impurities from: distill, purify  

suborn: v. - 1. to unlawfully or secretly persuade 

someone to commit a crime, an evil deed, or 

wrongdoing, especially using a bribe 2. (Law) to 

induce someone, especially a witness, to give false 

testimony 3. (Law) to obtain false testimony from a 

witness  

sufflaminate: v. - 1. to retard the motion of 

something (such as a carriage) by preventing one or 

more of its wheels from revolving, especially by the 

use of a chain 2. to stop or slow something: block, 

check, impede, obstruct  

sully: v. - 1. to damage something previously pure, 

perfect, or honorable, especially to ruin somebody's 

reputation: besmirch, defile, mar, spoil, tarnish 2. to 

make something dirty or unclean: soil, stain 

sunder: v. - to break apart, especially by force or 

violence: crack, divide, separate, sever, split  

swagger: v. (see also n.) - 1. to walk in an arrogant 

or proud way 2. to talk boastfully about personal 

accomplishments: bluster, brag, bully, hector, 

intimidate, roister, swash  

swedge: v. - to leave without paying  

tamp: v. (see also n.) - 1. to tightly pack or press 

moist, loose material (such as sand, dirt or clay) into 

a blast hole above the explosive charge, done to 

confine or concentrate the force of an explosion 2. to 

firmly pack or push something down into something 

else, especially by tapping it repeatedly: compress, 

jam, pack, pat, poke, pound, press, ram, tap  

temporize: v. - 1. to act to suit the time or occasion; 

to yield to current or dominant opinion: compromise 

2. to draw out discussions or negotiations so as to 

gain time  

tergiversate: v. (see also n.) - 1. to use evasions or 

ambiguities instead of straightforward actions and 

statements: equivocate 2. to change sides or abandon 

a cause: apostatize, desert, turn coat  

thimblerig: v. - to cheat or swindle by trickery  

titivate: v. - to improve the appearance of somebody 

or something by neatening or adding decoration; to 

smarten up; to spruce up  

toady: v. (see also n.) - to engage in self-seeking 

flattery of someone else, particularly to someone 

with more power than oneself; to act like a yes-man: 

bootlick, brownnose, fawn, grovel, truckle  

traduce: v. - to expose to contempt or shame by 

means of false statements or misrepresentation; to 

represent as blamable: vilify  

trammel: v. (see also n.) - 1. to entangle, as in a net: 

enmesh 2. to hinder the activity, progress, or 

freedom of: hamper  

transmogrify: v. - to change the appearance or form 

of something completely, especially in a grotesque 

or bizarre way: convert, metamorphose, transfigure, 

transform, transmute  

travail: v. (see also n.) - 1. to work very hard; to toil 

2. to suffer the pangs of childbirth; to be in labor  

triturate: v. - to rub, crush, or grind into very fine 

particles or powder: pulverize  

truckle: v. - to act in a subservient manner: submit  

umber: v. (see also adj. & n.) - to darken as if with 

the dark yellowish-brown or dark reddish-brown soil 

known as umber  

upbraid: v. - to scold or criticize harshly  

urticate: v. - 1. to sting or whip with or as if with 
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(Verbs)                                             verbigerate – yclept 

 

nettles: annoy, irritate 2. to produce a stinging or 

itching sensation  

verbigerate: v. - to repeat a word or sentence over 

and over, in speaking or writing, without wishing to 

do so or despite efforts to stop. This subconcious 

obsession can be a symptom of a psychiatric 

disorder  

vitiate: v. - 1. to make faulty, imperfect, or 

defective: impair 2. to corrupt morally: debase 3. to 

render ineffective: annul, countermand, neutralize, 

nullify  

vouchsafe: v. - to promise, give, or allow something 

in a condescending manner, especially as a privilege 

or special favor: deign  

wangle: v. - 1. to resort to trickery or devious 

methods 2. to adjust or manipulate for personal or 

fraudulent ends 3. to make or get by devious means: 

finagle  

waylay: v. - 1. to lie in wait for somebody, 

especially as part of an attack or ambush to kill or 

steal from them 2. to stop or intercept somebody 

unexpectedly, such as in order to talk with them: 

accost  

whet: v. - 1. to rub with some substance, as a piece 

of stone, for the purpose of sharpening 2. to make 

sharp, keen, or eager: excite, stimulate, quicken  

yclept: v. - by the name of: called
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(Adjectives)                          abderian – anthropomorphic  

abderian: adj. - given to incessant or idiotic 

laughter  

abecedarian: adj. (see also n.) - 1. having to do with 

the alphabet 2. being arranged alphabetically (as for 

beginning readers) 3. involving only the most simple 

and basic facts or principles; the fundamental or 

simplest aspects of something: basic, elementary, 

primary, rudimentary  

abstemious: adj. - sparingly used or consumed, 

especially in eating and drinking: abstinent, 

moderate, temperate  

acquiescent: adj. - agreeing or consenting to 

something without protest  

acrid: adj. - 1. unpleasantly sharp, harsh, or bitter to 

the taste or smell: pungent 2. caustic in language or 

tone: acerbic, bitter, blistering, corrosive, sulfurous, 

venomous, virulent, vitriolic  

ad hoc: adj. (see also adv. ) - (Latin) describes 

something contrived purely for the purpose at hand 

rather than planned carefully in advance; literally, 

"for this" or "toward this": impromptu, improvised, 

makeshift  

adjuvant: adj. - 1. serving to aid or contribute: 

auxiliary, helping 2. assisting in the prevention, 

relief, or cure of disease  

adscititious: adj. - 1. added or taken from something 

outside itself; not inherent or innate: additional, 

adventitious, extrinsic 2. not part of the real or 

essential nature of a thing: secondary, supplemental  

adventitious: adj. - 1. added from the outside; not 

essentially inherent: adscititious, extrinsic 2. 

(Biology) out of the proper or usual place (as, 

"adventitious buds or roots")  

affable: adj. - easy and pleasant to speak to; 

receiving others kindly and conversing with them in 

a free and friendly manner: approachable, cordial, 

courteous, friendly, good-natured, pleasant, polite, 

sociable, warm  

affluent: adj. (see also n.) - 1. having an abundance 

of money, possessions, or wealth -- especially 

having enough money to buy things for pleasure 

(this word is used to describe both wealthy 

individuals and wealthy societies): moneyed, rich, 

wealthy, well-to-do 2. flowing freely or abundantly, 

as though from a fountain: copious, flush, plentiful, 

profuse  

agglutinative: adj. (see also n.) - 1. forming words 

by combining simple words or word components 

without alteration 2. united as if by glue  

agog: adj. - full of keen anticipation or excitement: 

astir, desiring, eager  

akimbo: adj. (see also adv.) - with hands on hips 

and elbows bent outward  

alfresco: adj. (see also adv.) - taking place or 

located in the open air: outdoor, outdoors  

alluvial: adj. (see also n.) - consisting of earth and 

sand that has been left by rivers, floods, glaciers, etc. 

alopecoid: adj. - of or resembling a fox: fox-like  

amandine: adj. - filled, cooked, or served with 

almonds  

amaranthine: adj. (see also n.) - 1. eternally 

beautiful and unfading, like the legendary amaranth 

flower: everlasting, undying 2. of a dark reddish 

purple color  

anachronism: adj. - 1. an error in chronology; 

especially a chronological misplacing of persons, 

events, objects, or customs in regard to each other 2. 

a person or a thing that is chronologically out of 

place; especially one from a former age that is 

incongruous in the present  

anacreontic: adj. - describes a short, easy, lyrical 

poem dealing with love and wine, named for the 

Greek poet Anacreon  

analgesic: adj. (see also n.) - capable of relieving 

pain: analgetic, anodyne, soothing  

analgetic: adj. (see also n.) - capable of relieving 

pain: analgesic, anodyne, soothing  

ancillary: adj. - 1. in a position of lesser 

importance: subordinate, subservient 2. relating to 

something that is added but is not essential (as a 

workbook is to a textbook): accessory, additional, 

adjunct, adjuvant, appurtenant, auxiliary, extra, 

secondary, subsidiary 3. providing support or help 

for somebody or something: assisting, helping, 

supplementary, supporting  

anodyne: adj. (see also n.) - 1. capable of soothing 

suffering or eliminating pain: analgesic, analgetic, 

relieving 2. soothing to the mind or feelings: 

comforting, relaxing 3. uncontroversial to the point 

of being dull; unlikely to cause offense or 

disagreement: bland, harmless, inoffensive, 

innocuous  

anoetic: adj. - not subject to conscious attention; 

having an indefinite, relatively passive, conscious 

being; characteristic of the ''fringe'' or ''margin'' of 

consciousness  

anorgasmic: adj. - incapable of having an orgasm  

anorthic: adj. - (crystallography) having three 

unequal crystal axes intersecting at oblique angles  

antediluvian: adj. - 1. of or relating to the period 

before the flood described in the Bible: Noachian 2. 

made, evolved, or developed a long time ago: aged, 

age-old, antique, hoary, old, timeworn, venerable  

anthophilous: adj. - 1. living or growing on flowers, 

as certain insects 2. feeding on flowers: 

anthophagous  

anthropomorphic: adj. - ascribing human 
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(Adjectives)                             anticholinergic – beguiling  

motivation, characteristics, or behavior to an animal, 

god, inanimate object, or natural phenomena: 

personification [antonym: theriomorphic]  

anticholinergic: adj. (see also n.) - blocking nerve 

impulses that are part of the stress response by 

inhibiting or blocking the action of acetylcholine at a 

receptor site on a nerve cell [see also: 

anticholinergic drug (n.)]  

apodictic: adj. - necessarily true or logically certain; 

evident beyond contradiction: incontestable, 

incontrovertible, irrefutable, indisputable, 

indubitable, irrebuttable, irrefragable, obvious, 

proven, self-evident, sure, undeniable, 

unquestionable  

apollonian: adj. - 1. characterized by clarity, 

harmony, and restraint: balanced , disciplined, 

harmonious, measured, moderate, ordered, poised, 

sober, rational [antonym: bacchanalian, dionysian] 

2. serenely high-minded: noble 3. having the 

properties of classic beauty 4. (Capitalized) of, 

relating to, or resembling Apollo, the Greek god of 

sun light, prophesy, poetry, music and healing, and 

was also famous for his great physical beauty 5. 

according to the philosophy of Nietzsche: of or 

embodying the power of critical reason as opposed 

to the creative-intuitive  

apotropaic: adj. - intended or designed to ward off 

evil (as a ritual or symbol)  

apposite: adj. - being of striking appropriateness 

and relevance; very applicable: apt  

aquiline: adj. - 1. of, relating to, or having the 

characteristics of an eagle 2. curved down like an 

eagle's beak: hooked  

arabesque: adj. (see also n.) - 1. characterized by or 

having an intricate pattern of interlaced lines, often 

forming flowers, geometric shapes or animal figures 

2. describes a musical style having a fancifully 

ornate melody, usually played on the piano  

arachnoid: adj. (see also n.) - describes something 

that appears similar to a spider web  

ardent: adj. - 1. characterized by intense feeling: 

fervent, fierce, fiery, impassioned, passionate, torrid 

2. feeling or showing great enthusiasm, eagerness, or 

devotion: vehement, zealous 3. glowing or shining 

brightly like fire  

arrant: adj. - 1. used to emphasize that somebody or 

something is an extreme example, especially of 

something disapproved of: complete, consummate, 

downright, gross, notorious, thoroughgoing, 

unmitigated, utter 2. notoriously or preeminently 

bad: shameless  

assiduous: adj. - showing persistence, care, and 

hard-working effort in doing something: diligent, 

industrious, persevering, sedulous, unceasing  

atavistic: adj. (see also n.) - 1. relating to or 

displaying the recurrence of a genetic feature that 

has been absent for several generations 2. relating to 

or displaying the kind of behavior that seems to be a 

product of impulses long since suppressed by 

society's rules; uncivilized and instinctive: animal, 

barbarian, barbarous, brutish, childlike, crude, 

ignorant, naive, raw, rough, rude, rudimentary, 

savage, simple, uncultivated, uncultured, 

underdeveloped, undomesticated, unlearned, 

unrefined, unsophisticated, untamed, untaught, 

untrained, untutored, vestigial, wild 3. returning to 

something ancient or ancestral 4. (of behavior) 

happening because of a very old, natural, and basic 

habit from the distant past, not because of a 

conscious decision or present need or usefulness  

august: adj. - marked by majestic dignity or 

grandeur  

aureate: adj. - 1. inflated and pompous in style 2. 

elaborately or excessively ornamented: flamboyant, 

florid, showy 3. having the deep, slightly brownish 

color of gold: gilded, golden  

autochthonous: adj. - formed or originating in the 

place where found: indigenous, native  

autoecious: adj. - (relating to parasites, especially 

rust fungi) having all stages of a life cycle occurring 

on the same host  

avuncular: adj. - of or having to do with an uncle; 

regarded as characteristic of an uncle, especially in 

benevolence, kindness, indulgence or tolerance  

babblative: adj. - tending to babble: effusive, 

garrulous, long-winded, loquacious, prating, 

prattling, talkative, verbose, wordy  

bacchanalian: adj. - relating to or given to reveling 

and drunkenness, such as at the festival of the 

Roman god Bacchus (Greek god Dionysus): 

dionysian [antonym: apollonian]  

banausic: adj. - 1. related to or concerned with 

earning a living -- used as an insult 2. practical or 

materialistic rather than uplifting or inspiring; with 

no art, creativity, or imagination: dull, functional, 

insipid, mechanical, ordinary, routine, 

undistinguished, unrefined, utilitarian  

Barmecidal: adj. - providing only the illusion of 

abundance  

bathetic: adj. - 1. extremely commonplace or trite 2. 

over-enthusiastically or insincerely emotional: 

maudlin, mawkish, mushy, romantic, schmaltzy, 

sentimental, slushy, soppy  

batrachophagous: adj. - feeding on frogs  

beguiling: adj. [see also: beguile (v.) & guile (n.)] - 

1. able to gain people's interest or devotion, 

especially due to being deceptively alluring; 

describes someone or something which seems 
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(Adjectives)                                   beholden – catercorner  

attractive, but is truly dangerous: bewitching 2. 

misleading or dishonest: cunning, sly, wily  

beholden: adj. - bound in gratitude: indebted, 

obliged  

bellicose: adj. - ready or inclined to quarrel, fight, or 

go to war: belligerent, contentious, pugnacious, 

quarrelsome  

benefic: adj. - of, having, or exerting a favorable or 

beneficent influence  

benignant: adj. - 1. characterized by kindness and 

warm courtesy, especially of a king to his subjects: 

gracious 2. pleasant and beneficial in nature or 

influence: benign, favorable  

berserk: adj. (see also adv.) - [see also: berserker 

(n.)] 1. violently or destructively frenzied; out of 

control, especially as a result of anger: crazed, 

deranged, enraged 2. unrestrained, as with 

enthusiasm or appetite: wild 3. in a murderous 

frenzy as if possessed by a demon: demoniac, 

possessed  

bibacious: adj. - overly fond of drinking or addicted 

to drinking, especially alcohol: alcoholic  

bifid: adj. - divided into two equal lobes or parts by 

a median cleft  

bifurcate: adj. (see also v.) - forked or divided into 

two parts or branches, as the Y-shaped styles of 

certain flowers  

bletcherous: adj. - pertaining to something poorly 

or disgustingly designed; aesthetically unappealing  

bootless: adj. - without advantage or benefit: 

fruitless, futile, unavailing, useless, vain  

boustrophedon: adj. - designating or of an ancient 

form of writing in which the lines run alternately 

from right to left and left to right. Literally meaning 

"turning like oxen in plowing," the word stems from 

Greek "bous," ox, and "strephein," to turn. 

Sometimes the early Greeks would write back and 

forth in this fashion. In such documents, the Greek 

letter B and other reversible letters would be written 

facing in either direction, depending on which way 

the line turned  

brachycephalic: adj. - having the skull short in 

proportion to its breadth: short-headed  

brackish: adj. - 1. somewhat salty 2. not appealing 

to the taste: distasteful, repulsive, unpalatable  

Brobdingnagian: adj. - of extraordinary size (this 

word came from Brobdingnag, the fictitious land of 

giants in Jonathan Swift's Gulliver's Travels): 

colossal, enormous, gigantic, immense [antonym: 

Lilliputian]  

brusque: adj. - abrupt and curt in manner or speech; 

discourteously blunt: gruff, rough, rude, short  

bucolic: adj. - 1. relating to or characteristic of 

shepherds, herdsmen, or flocks: pastoral 2. relating 

to or characteristic of the countryside or country life, 

especially an idyllic rural life (often found in poetry) 

buggish: adj. - 1. causing fear, dread or terror; 

provoking distress or horror: dreadful, frightful 2. 

obstinate, irritated or upset 3. resembling a bug (i.e. 

an insect)  

bumptious: adj. - crudely, presumptuously, or 

loudly self-assertive  

cadential: adj. - 1. (Music) relating to the beat of a 

dance or a march that follows a set rhythm (also 

known as a cadence) 2. (Music) relating to a certain 

kind of elaborate solo, played or sung (sometimes 

improvised) near the end of a section of music, 

known as a cadenza 3. relating to the drop in the 

pitch of the voice, as at the end of a sentence  

callipygian: adj. - having well-shaped buttocks  

callow: adj. - lacking adult perception, experience, 

or judgment: immature  

canescent: adj. - 1. growing white; assuming a color 

approaching to white; grayish white 2. covered with 

fine whitish hairs or down: hoary  

canny: adj. - [see also: uncanny] 1. good at 

understanding or judging situations, especially in 

one's personal life or in business: expert, knowing, 

sagacious, shrewd, skilled, wise 2. careful enough 

and smart enough not to be tricked; difficult to fool: 

cautious, clever, prudent, wary 3. cautious or 

restrained in spending money: frugal, thrifty  

canorous: adj. - richly melodious; pleasant 

sounding: musical, tuneful  

capacious: adj. - able to contain much: ample, 

commodious, large, roomy, spacious  

capernoited: adj. - 1. slightly intoxicated or tipsy; 

lightly pifflecated or nimptopsical 2. irritably or 

peevishly drunk  

captious: adj. - 1. marked by a disposition to find 

fault or raise objections 2. calculated to entrap or 

confuse, as in an argument  

carbon neutral: adj. - describes governments, 

individual people, and especially companies that 

reduce their greenhouse gas (carbon dioxide) 

emissions in order to combat global warming. This 

can be achieved by: A) generating energy in ways 

which do not emit carbon dioxide (such as solar 

power, wind power, etc.); and B) planting enough 

trees to absorb the carbon dioxide that is produced  

catawampus: adj. (see also adv.) - (also spelled 

'cattywampus') in a diagonal position or 

arrangement: askew, awry, catercorner, lop-sided, 

misaligned  

catercorner: adj. (see also adv.) in a diagonal or 

oblique position or line: catawampus, cattywampus
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(Adjectives)                                            celluloid – corvine  

celluloid: adj. (see also n.) - artificial, as if portrayed 

in a film: synthetic  

chary: adj. - [see also charily (adv.)] 1. cautiously 

reluctant to do something: hesitant, vigilant, wary 2. 

reluctant to share, give, or use something: frugal, 

sparing 3. fussily concerned 4. characterized by 

shyness or modesty: timid  

cheiloproclitic: adj. - being attracted to a person's 

lips; attracted to lips  

chiliastic: adj. (see also n.) - relating to or believing 

in the millennium of peace and happiness when 

Jesus returns  

chintzy: adj. (see also n.) - 1. embarrassingly stingy: 

cheap, miserly, penny-pinching 2. of very poor 

quality: bum, cheap, cheesy, crummy, gaudy, 

inferior, punk, sleazy, tinny, trashy 3. (British) 

describes a fussy, quaint, or fakely genteel style of 

decoration that is fussy and tasteless  

choleric: adj. - 1. easily irritated; inclined to anger: 

bad-tempered, hot-headed, irascible, short-tempered 

2. indicating or expressing anger; excited by anger: 

angry  

chthonic: adj. - relating to the underworld as 

described in Greek mythology  

circadian: adj. - characterized by or occurring in 

approximately 24-hour periods or cycles (as of 

biological activity or function)  

circuitous: adj. 1. having a circular or winding 

course 2. not being forthright or direct in language 

or action  

circumambient: adj. - being on all sides: 

encompassing, surrounding  

cislunar: adj. - situated between the earth and the 

moon: sublunary  

clandestine: adj. - marked by, held in, or conducted 

with secrecy: covert, surreptitious  

clement: adj. - inclined to be merciful or forgiving: 

easy, compassionate, lenient, mild  

clithridiate: adj. - keyhole-shaped  

coeval: adj. (see also n.) - of the same era; 

originating or existing during the same period of 

time (usually followed by 'with')  

colubrine: adj. - 1. of, relating to, or resembling a 

snake: ophidian, serpentine, snake-like 2. snake-like 

in being cunning or crafty 3. relating to or belonging 

to the colubrid family of snakes (mostly harmless 

temperate-to-tropical terrestrial snakes, usually 

living in trees or in the water; includes King snakes, 

garter snakes, and nonvenomous water snakes)  

commensurate: adj. - 1. equal in size, extent, or 

duration as something else 2. corresponding or 

matching in size, degree, extent, or amount; suitable 

in amount or quality compared to something else: in 

proportion, proportionate 3. measurable by a 

common standard or using compatible units; 

describes units of measurement that belong to the 

same system such as feet and inches or centimeters 

and meters  

complaisant: adj. - showing a desire to please: 

compliant, obliging  

concomitant: adj. (see also n.) - occurring or 

existing concurrently: accompanying, attendant  

concordant: adj. - showing harmony, unity, or 

agreement: in accord, accordant, agreeing, chiming, 

compatible, congenial, congruous, consistent, 

consonant, correspondent, harmonious, in keeping, 

sympathetic, symphonic  

condign: adj. - suitable to the fault or crime: 

adequate, deserved  

connubial: adj. - relating to marriage or the 

relationship between a married couple: conjugal, 

matrimonial  

consanguineous: adj. - of the same blood; related 

by birth; descended from the same parent or 

ancestor: akin  

contemporaneous: adj. - originating, existing, or 

occurring at the same time: contemporary  

contumacious: adj. - stubbornly disobedient or 

flagrantly rebellious against authority: defiant, 

insubordinate, obstinate, willfull  

conversant: adj. - 1. knowing about something from 

experience or study -- usually followed by 'with': 

familiar (with), knowledgeable (about), well 

informed (about) 2. able to discuss something 

knowledgeably  

convivial: adj. - 1. describes an event or a person 

characterized by feelings of friendliness: cheerful, 

delightful, friendly, fun, lively 2. describes a social 

gathering that has the atmosphere of a party, feast, 

or other fun event: entertaining, festive, jolly, merry 

3. describes a person who greatly enjoys the 

company of others: sociable  

copacetic: adj. - (slang) very satisfactory or 

acceptable: excellent, fine, good, OK, swell  

cordon bleu: adj. - (French) literally, "blue ribbon"; 

1. describes cooking or food of the highest class or 

quality 2. describes a chef or cook of the highest 

class or quality: master chef 3. describes a way of 

preparing meat, especially veal, by rolling a thin 

slice of the meat around cheese and ham, then 

coating it in breadcrumbs  

corrugated: adj. - shaped or folded into alternating 

parallel grooves and ridges: furrowed, wavy, 

wrinkled {image}  

cortinate: adj. - cobweb-like 

corvine: adj. - similar to or characteristic of crows:  

http://www.colquim.com/_borders/corrupict.JPG
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(Adjectives)                                       corybantic – diuretic  

crow-like  

corybantic: adj. - wildly excited: agitated, frenzied, 

unrestrained (from Greek 'Korubantes', the priests of 

the Phrygian goddess Cybele, who performed wild 

dances) [see also: Corybant (n.)]  

cosmogonic: adj. (see also n.) - (Astrophysics) 

dealing with the origin, history, structure and 

dynamics of the universe  

cowled: adj. - 1. having the head enclosed in a cowl 

or hood: hooded 2. having the shape of a hood  

crapulous: adj. - 1. marked by excessive 

indulgence, especially in eating or drinking: 

intemperance 2. sick from excessive indulgence in 

liquor  

craven: adj. (see also n.) - lacking the least bit of 

courage, and so deserving disrespect, ridicule, or 

even hatred from others; cowardly in the extreme: 

fainthearted, gutless, spineless, yellow-bellied  

crepuscular: adj. - 1. of or like twilight; imperfectly 

clear or luminous: dim, glimmering 2. active at 

twilight or just before sunrise  

crescent: adj. - marked by an increase  

cupreous: adj. - 1. consisting of or containing 

copper 2. having a reddish-brown color, like that of 

polished copper  

daedal: adj. - 1. complex or ingenious in design or 

function: intricate 2. finely or skillfully made or 

employed: artistic, clever, cunning, ingenious 3. 

decorated or adorned with many things, especially 

natural wonders: rich [see also: Daedalus (n.)]  

damask: adj. (see also n.) - having the deep pink 

color of the damask rose  

dasypygal: adj. - having a hairy buttocks  

debonair: adj. - (also spelled 'debonaire') 1. 

describes a man of sophisticated charm, elegant 

manners, confidence and style: suave, urbane 2. 

looking well-dressed, sophisticated, and at ease: 

elegant, gracious, polite 3. having a cheerful, lively, 

and self-confident air: affable, carefree, chipper, 

genial, jaunty, lighthearted, nonchalant  

decorous: adj. - marked by proper behavior and 

good taste: correct, decent  

deleterious: adj. - causing harm, often in a subtle or 

unexpected way: baneful, noxious, pernicious  

deliquesce: adj. - 1. to melt away or to disappear as 

if by melting 2. (chemistry) to dissolve gradually 

and become liquid by attracting and absorbing 

moisture from the air, as certain salts, acids, and 

alkalies 3. to become fluid or soft with age, as 

certain fungi 4. to form many small divisions or 

branches - used especially of the veins of a leaf  

demotic: adj. - 1. relating to or involving ordinary 

people: colloquial, common, popular 2. relating to or 

involving the ordinary, current form of a language 

used in everyday speech and writing, especially 

describing modern Greek 3. relating to or written in 

a simplified form of the ancient Egyptian hieratic 

writing  

depilatory: adj. (see also n.) - having the capability 

to remove hair, wool, or bristles from the body  

desiccated: adj. (see also v.) - 1. thoroughly dried 

out: arid 2. lacking vitality, spirit or animation: 

lifeless 3. preserved by removing natural moisture  

desultory: adj. - 1. jumping from one subject to 

another without order or rational connection; 

moving from one thing to another without a plan or 

purpose: aimless, disconnected, immethodical 2. by 

the way; as a digression; not connected with the 

subject: tangential 3. coming disconnectedly or 

occurring haphazardly: chance, random 4. 

disappointing in performance or progress  

diaphanous: adj. - 1. of such fine texture as to allow 

light to pass through: cobwebby, gauzy, gossamer, 

see-through, sheer, translucent, transparent, 

vaporous 2. extremely faint or slight: fragile, 

insubstantial, vague  

diffident: adj. - 1. lacking self-confidence; 

distrustful of one's own powers: bashful, timid 2. 

characterized by modest reserve: unassertive  

dilatory: adj. - 1. tending to put off what ought to be 

done at once; given to procrastination 2. intended to 

cause delay  

dionysian: adj. - 1. of an ecstatic, orgiastic, or 

irrational nature; relating to or involving 

drunkenness and sexual activity: bacchanalian, 

drunk, excessive, frenzied, passionate, reckless, 

undisciplined, uninhibited, unrestrained [antonym: 

apollonian] 2. (Capitalized) of, relating to, or 

resembling Dionysus (Roman god Bacchus), the 

Greek god of wine, fertility and drama 3. according 

to the philosophy of Nietzsche: of or displaying the 

spontaneously creative-intuitive power as opposed 

to critical-rational power  

diplostemonous: adj. - (Botany) having twice as 

many stamens as petals, as the geranium  

discursive: adj. - 1. passing from one topic to 

another; ranging over a wide field: digressive, 

rambling 2. utilizing, marked by, or based on 

analytical reasoning  

disingenuous: adj. - not speaking the complete 

truth; pretending to be straightforward and honest 

while withholding information; feigning ignorance: 

artful, calculating, deceptive, dishonest, fake, 

hypocritical, insincere  

dissolute: adj. - loose in morals and conduct; 

marked by indulgence in sensual pleasures or vices  

diuretic: adj. (see also n.) - tending to increase the 

flow of urine

(Adjectives)                                                  droll – exigent  
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droll: adj. - amusing in a strange or quaint way; 

oddly humorous; whimsically funny: diverting, 

farcical, humorous, ludicrous, odd, queer, quirky, 

ridiculous, zany  

ebullient: adj. - 1. overflowing with enthusiasm or 

excitement: bubbly, ecstatic, effervescent, 

exhilarated, exuberant, high-spirited, lively 2. 

boiling up or over: bubbling  

eccentric: adj. - 1. not the usual or normal way of 

acting or thinking: bizarre, freakish, freaky, flaky, 

off-the-wall, odd, outlandish, outre, strange, 

unconventional, unusual, weird, whimsical 2. 

deviating from a circular path, as in an oval-shaped 

orbit 3. not situated at or in the geometric center: 

nonconcentric  

edacious: adj. - given to eating: devouring, 

voracious  

eldritch: adj. - suggesting the operation of 

supernatural influences, especially when sinister: 

creepy, eerie, ghastly, ghostly, odd, spooky, strange, 

uncanny, unearthly, unnatural, weird  

eleemosynary: adj. - 1. dependent on charity 2. 

contributed as an act of charity: benevolent, 

charitable, gratuitous, philanthropic  

emeritus: adj. (see also n.) - retired but retaining an 

honorary title corresponding to that held 

immediately before retirement  

emollient: adj. (see also n.) - 1. softening and 

soothing, especially to the skin 2. making less harsh 

or abrasive: mollifying  

en banc: adj. - (French) (Law) having all the judges 

of an appeals court present for a hearing (rather than 

the usual minimal amount, or quorum), especially in 

jurisdictions where there are multiple three- or four-

judge panels. En banc hearings typically occur when 

an unusually significant issue is at stake, or when 

both parties (defendant and plaintiff) and the court 

agree to it; literally, "in (the full) bench" or "by (the 

full) court"  

endemic: adj. - 1. describes a disease regularly 

found among particular people or in a certain region 

2. prevailing in or confined to a particular region or 

people (such as endemic plants or animals): 

indigenous, native 3. characteristic of a particular 

place or in a certain area: common, typical  

epidemic: adj. (see also n.) - spreading more quickly 

or more widely than would usually be expected  

equable: adj. - 1. equal and uniform; free from 

extremes: steady, unvarying 2. not easily disturbed; 

not variable or changing: even-tempered, placid, 

serene  

equine: adj. - of, relating to, or characteristic of a 

horse  

eristic: adj. - given to provoking controversy for its 

own sake and often employing questionable or false 

arguments: argumentative  

erogenous: adj. - responsive or sensitive to sexual 

stimulation; arousing sexual desire  

ersatz: adj. - being an imitation or a substitute, 

usually an inferior one: artificial, counterfeit, 

ingenuine, simulated, synthetic  

erudite: adj. - characterized by extensive reading or 

knowledge: bookish, brainy, intellectual, learned, 

literate, pedantic, scholarly  

erumpent: adj. - bursting through or as if through a 

surface or covering -- said of certain fungi which 

burst through the texture of leaves  

esoteric: adj. - 1. intended for or understood by only 

a small number of people with a specialized 

knowledge, especially when gaining such 

knowledge requires initiation into a special group: 

arcane, mysterious, occult [antonym: exoteric] 2. 

not publicly disclosed: confidential, hidden, secret 3. 

difficult to understand: abstruse  

estival: adj. - characteristic of or relating to the 

summer  

esurient: adj. - 1. devouring or craving food in great 

quantities: edacious, rapacious, ravenous, 

voracious, wolfish 2. extremely hungry: famished, 

ravenous, sharp-set, starved 3. ardently or 

excessively desirous -- often followed by 'for': avid, 

greedy  

ethereal: adj. - 1. characterized by lightness and 

insubstantiality: aeriform, aerial, airy, diaphanous, 

evanescent, filmy, gauzy, impalpable, intangible, 

sheer, transparent, vaporous 2. highly refined: 

delicate, exquisite, gossamer 3. of the celestial 

spheres; not of this world: celestial, heavenly, 

spiritual, supernal 4. (Chemistry) of or relating to a 

chemical ether  

ethnocentric: adj. - characterized by or based on the 

attitude that one's own culture, enthicity, or 

nationality is superior  

evanescent: adj. - liable to vanish or pass away like 

vapor: brief, ephemeral, fleeting, momentary, 

transitory  

ex cathedra: adj. (see also adv.) - (Latin) with the 

full authority of office or rank; from the seat of 

authority (used especially to describe 

pronouncements of the Pope that are made from his 

official chair of authority, which are considered 

infallible by Roman Catholics); literally, "from the 

(teacher's) chair" or "from the throne"  

exigent: adj. - 1. requiring immediate aid or action: 

critical, pressing 2. requiring much effort or 
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(Adjectives)                                          exiguous – floptical  

expense: demanding, exacting  

exiguous: adj. - excessively scanty: inadequate, 

meager  

existential: adj. - 1. relating to, affirming or dealing 

with existence (especially human existence); based 

on experience: empirical 2. having being in time and 

space 3. concerned with or involving an individual 

as radically free and responsible 4. (Linguistics) of 

or relating to a verbal construction that indicates 

existence, such as the words "there is" in the 

sentence "There is a cat on the mat."  

exoteric: adj. - 1. not confined to an inner circle of 

disciples or initiates; publicly available 2. capable of 

being understood by most people, not just an 

informed or select minority; suited to the public: 

popular [antonym: esoteric] 3. of or relating to the 

outside: external 4. of external origin; arising 

outside the organism: exogenous  

extant: adj. - still existing; not destroyed, lost, or 

extinct  

facetious: adj. - 1. joking or jesting often 

inappropriately: waggish 2. meant to be humorous or 

funny; not serious  

facile: adj. - 1. done or achieved with little effort or 

difficulty: easy, effortless, simple 2. made or arrived 

at without any serious thought or depth of feeling 

and therefore of little value or significance; ignoring 

the complexities of an issue: superficial 3. working, 

acting, or speaking with effortless ease and fluency: 

fluent, ready  

facinorous: adj. - extremely wicked or evil  

fallacious: adj. - 1. embodying a fallacy: erroneous, 

false, wrong 2. tending to deceive or mislead: 

delusive, dishonest, duplicitous, mendacious, 

treacherous  

farctate: adj. - 1. the state of being stuffed with 

matter or with food to the point of bursting: 

crammed, filled, full, satiated, stuffed 2. (Botany) 

filled solid, such as a "farctate leaf" (as opposed to 

tubular or hollow)  

fatuitous: adj. - complacently stupid: fatuous, 

foolish, mindless, unintelligent  

fatuous: adj. - 1. foolish and unintelligent; feeble in 

mind: asinine, fatuitous, foolish, inane, mindless, 

silly, stupid, weak 2. without reality: delusive, 

illusory, unreal  

favonian: adj. - 1. associated with or relating to the 

west wind (Zephyr): westerly 2. like the west wind 

in being mild or gentle: benign, favorable, harmless, 

soft  

febrile: adj. - of or pertaining to fever; indicating 

fever or derived from it: feverish  

feckless: adj. - 1. lacking purpose or vitality: feeble, 

ineffective 2. not fit to assume responsibility; unable 

or unwilling to do anything useful: careless, 

incompetent, ineffectual, inept, irresponsible  

fecund: adj. - 1. capable of producing offspring or 

vegetation: fruitful, fertile 2. intellectually 

productive: prolific 3. able to produce many 

different and original ideas: imaginative  

felicitous: adj. - 1. very well suited or expressed: 

appropriate, apt 2. marked by happiness or good 

fortune: delightful, pleasant  

feminal: adj. - having the characteristics 

traditionally associated with women: feminine, 

womanly  

fetid: adj. - having an offensive smell: foul, funky, 

noisome, putrid, rancid, rank, smelly, stinking  

fiduciary: adj. - relating to the holding of something 

in trust for another  

filial: adj. - 1. relating to or appropriate to a child's 

relationship with, or feelings toward, his or her 

parents 2. having or assuming the relationship of a 

child or offspring to its parents 3. (Genetics) 

designating the generation or the sequence of 

generations following the parental generation  

filipendulous: adj. - suspended by, or strung upon, a 

thread  

fissile: adj. - 1. capable of being split, cleft, or 

divided in the direction of the grain or along natural 

planes of cleavage (describes wood, crystals, and 

rocks such as slate and schist): cleavable 2. 

describes materials that are capable of sustaining a 

chain reaction of nuclear fission (using neutrons 

with zero kinetic energy). They can be used to fuel a 

thermal reactor (with a neutron moderator), a fast 

reactor (with no moderator), and a nuclear explosive 

[see also: fissionable]  

fissionable: adj. - describes any materials with 

atoms that can undergo nuclear fission [see also: 

fissible]  

fissiparous: adj. 1. reproducing by spontaneous 

biological fission 2. tending to break up into parts or 

break away from a main body: factious  

flagitious: adj. - 1. disgracefully or shamefully 

criminal; grossly wicked (said of acts, crimes, etc.): 

scandalous, villainous 2. guilty of enormous crimes 

or scandalous vices (said of persons): corrupt, 

profligate  

flexuous: adj. - 1. having curves, turns, or windings 

2. lithe or fluid in action or movement  

floptical: adj. - a trademarked name for a type of 

disk that uses both magnetic and optical techniques 

for storing information. Floptical describes both the 

disk drive and the 3 1/2-inch disk that fits into it. 

The disk can store up to 21 megabytes of 

information, yet it looks similar to the standard, 3 

1/2-inch disks
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(Adjectives)                                flummoxed – hufty tufty  

flummoxed: adj. - describing someone confused: 

perplexed, puzzled  

foppish: adj. - affecting extreme elegance in dress 

and manner: dandified  

friable: adj. - easily crumbled, pulverized, or 

reduced to powder  

frugivorous: adj. - fruit-eating  

fugacious: adj. - 1. lasting but a short time: 

ephemeral, fleeting 2. (botanical) falling soon after 

blooming, as some flowers  

fuliginous: adj. - 1. having the color or consistency 

of soot or smoke: dark, dusky, smoky, sooty 2. 

similar to soot in cloudiness or obscurity: cloudy, 

murky, obscure  

fulsome: adj. - 1. offensively flattering or insincere: 

effusive, fawning, ingratiating, oily, oleaginous, 

smarmy, suave, unctuous 2. great in amount or 

intensity: abundant, copious, full, generous, lavish, 

plenteous 3. offensive to the taste or sensibilities, 

especially due to excess or grossness: cloying, gross, 

nauseous 4. (Shakespeare) lustful, obscene, wanton  

fusty: adj. - 1. smelling of damp, dust, mildew, 

decay or age: ill-smelling, moldy, musty, stale-

smelling, rank 2. old-fashioned and conservative in 

style, appearance, habits, or attitudes: antique, out-

dated  

gambrinous: adj. - being full of beer  

gauche: adj. - lacking grace, especially social grace: 

awkward, tactless  

gelid: adj. - extremely cold: icy  

geosynchronous: adj. - marked by an orbit with a 

period of 24 hours so that a position in such an orbit 

is fixed with respect to the earth  

gimcrack: adj. (see also n.) - cheap and tastelessly 

showy: brassy, flashy, garish, gaudy, loud, 

meretricious, tacky, tawdry, trashy  

glabrous: adj. - lacking hairs, bristles unevenness, 

or projections: bald, hairless, smooth  

gliddery: adj. - giving no sure footing: slick, 

slippery, smooth  

gossamer: adj. - extremely light, delicate, or 

tenuous  

graminivorous: adj. - feeding on grass  

gubernatorial: adj. - of or pertaining to a governor  

hale: adj. - free from disease and weakening 

conditions: healthy  

hardydardy: adj. (see also n.) - foolish daring  

harrowing: adj. - [see also: harrow (n. & v.)] 

causing feelings of fear, horror, pain, or disgust: 

agonizing, distressing, heartbreaking, traumatic, 

unsettling, upsetting  

Hegelian: adj. (see also n.) - of, relating to, or 

characteristic of Hegel, his philosophy, or his 

dialectic method (influenced existentialists, Marx, 

etc.)  

hendecasyllabic: adj. (see also n.) - containing 

eleven syllables  

hermetic: adj. [see also: hermetically (adv.)] - 1. 

completely sealed so that no air can pass in or out 

(of something, such as a container): air-tight 2. 

protected against or sealed off from outside 

influence: impenetrable, impervious, isolated, 

uninfluenced 3. difficult or confusing for outsiders to 

understand: abstruse, obscure, recondite 4. 

associated with or involving magic or alchemy: 

magical, mystical, occult 5. of or relating to the 

writings or teachings attributed to Hermes 

Trismegistus (Greek name for the Egyptian god 

Thoth, who wrote works on astrology, magic, 

alchemy, and medicine and created a magic airtight 

seal)  

heterodox: adj. - contrary to or different from an 

acknowledged standard, a traditional form, or 

established beliefs, especially in church doctrine or 

dogma: dissident, heretical, unconventional, 

unorthodox  

heuristic: adj. (see also n.) - 1. a method of problem 

solving or investigation which uses intelligent 

guesswork based on experience or trial and error 

rather than set rules to find a solution; unlike an 

algorithm, heuristic techniques cannot guarantee a 

solution, but they may provide the only way to 

approach a complex or new problem 2. relating to or 

using a teaching method that encourages learners to 

discover solutions for themselves 3. (Computer 

Science) used to describe a computer program that 

can modify itself in response to the user's feedback 

or which can change to alternative methods at 

successive stages of the program; examples include 

Spell Check and antivirus programs which attempt 

to detect new or unknown viruses by the 

examination of program code for functions 

associated with viral activity  

hircine: adj. - of or resembling a goat, especially in 

odor  

hirsute: adj. - covered with coarse stiff hairs; set 

with bristles: hairy, shaggy  

hoary: adj. - 1. gray or white as if with age 2. so old 

as to inspire great respect: ancient  

honorificabilitudinitatibus: adj. - (a nonsense word 

from medieval literature) with honor  

hortative: adj. - (same as 'horatory') giving strong 

encouragement; urging towards some particular 

course of action or behavior; intended to pressure 

someone to do something: advisory, consultative, 

exhortative  

hufty-tufty: adj. - having or showing arrogant 

superiority towards people whom one views as 
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(Adjectives)                            hugger-mugger – invidious  

unworthy: bragging, swaggering 

hugger-mugger: adj. (see also adv., n., & v.) - 1. 

conducted with or marked by hidden aims or 

methods: clandestine, concealed, hush-hush, secret, 

sly, surreptitious, undercover 2. in utter disorder: 

confused, disorderly, jumbled, muddled, slovenly  

hypnagogic: adj. - 1. involving or concerning the 

semiconscious state between being awake and 

falling asleep (unusually vivid or intense dreams 

may occur during this drowsy transitional period) 

[see also: hypnagogic hallucinations (n.), 

hypnopompic] 2. causing drowsiness or sleep (as a 

drug for sleep aid may do): sleep-inducing, 

somniferous, somnolent, soporific  

hypnopompic: adj. - involving or concerning the 

semiconscious state between being asleep and 

becoming completely awake (unusually vivid or 

intense dreams may occur during this drowsy 

transitional period) [see also: hypnagogic, 

hypnopompic hallucinations (n.)]  

igneous: adj. - 1. of, containing, or having the nature 

of fire: fiery 2. produced by the action of fire; 

specifically, formed by volcanic action or intense 

heat, as rock solidified from molten magma or lava  

impeccable: adj. - 1. not capable of sinning or liable 

to sin 2. free from fault or blame: flawless  

impecunious: adj. - not having money: destitute, 

impoverished, indigent, needy, penniless, poor, 

poverty-stricken  

impetuous: adj. - 1. marked by impulsive passion or 

vehemence 2. marked by force and violence of 

movement or action  

importunate: adj. - troublesomely urgent; overly 

persistent in request or demand; unreasonably 

solicitous  

impregnable: adj. - incapable of being taken by 

assault: impenetrable, unassailable, unconquerable  

impromptu: adj. - 1. made, done, or formed on the 

spur of the moment: improvised 2. composed or 

uttered without previous preparation: 

extemporaneous  

impudent: adj. - lacking in modesty or shame: 

immodest, shameless  

inaniloquent: adj. - speaking foolishly or saying 

silly things; prone to foolish or empty babbling  

incarnadine: adj. (see also v. & n.) - 1. having the 

pinkish color of flesh 2. having the color red, 

especially bloodred: crimson  

inchoate: adj. - 1. in an initial or early stage; just 

begun 2. imperfectly formed or formulated  

incipient: adj. - beginning to exist or appear  

incognito: adj. (see also adv.) - with one's identity 

concealed; in disguise  

incommunicado: adj. (see also adv.) - without the 

means or right to communicate  

incontrovertible: adj. - too clear or certain to admit 

of dispute: incontestable, indisputable, indubitable, 

irrefragable, self-evident, undeniable, 

unquestionable  

indelible: adj. - 1. describes marks or objects which 

cannot easily be removed, erased, or washed away 2. 

incapable of being forgotten: memorable  

indigent: adj. - extremely poor; not having the 

necessities of life, such as food, clothing and shelter: 

destitute, impecunious, impoverished, needy, 

penniless, poor, poverty-stricken  

indolent: adj. - 1. avoiding labor and exertion; 

habitually idle: inactive, lazy 2. conducive to or 

encouraging laziness or inactivity 3. causing little or 

no pain 4. slow to heal, develop, or grow  

indubitable: adj. - too evident to be doubted: 

incontestable, incontrovertible, indisputable, 

irrefragable, self-evident, undeniable, 

unquestionable  

ineffable: adj. - 1. incapable of being expressed in 

words: indescribable, unutterable 2. not to be 

uttered: taboo, unspeakable  

ineluctable: adj. - impossible to avoid or evade: 

inescapable, inevitable  

infrangible: adj. - 1. not capable of being broken or 

separated into parts 2. not able to be infringed or 

violated  

insensate: adj. - 1. lacking sensation or awareness: 

comatose, inanimate 2. lacking human feeling or 

sensitivity: brutal, cruel 3. lacking sense: foolish, 

stupid  

insidious: adj. - 1. awaiting a chance to entrap: 

treacherous 2. harmful but enticing: seductive 3. 

having a gradual, cumulative effect so as to be well 

established before becoming apparent: subtle  

insouciant: adj. - marked by lighthearted 

unconcern: carefree, heedless, indifferent, 

nonchalant  

intestine: adj. - internal affairs; specifically, of or 

relating to the internal affairs of a state or country: 

civil, domestic  

intractable: adj. - 1. not easily governed, managed, 

or directed: obstinate, stubborn 2. not easily 

wrought or manipulated 3. not easily remedied, 

relieved, or dealt with  

intransigent: adj. - refusing to compromise: 

uncompromising  

invidious: adj. - 1. tending to provoke jealousy, 

resentment, or hatred in other people: detestable, 

obnoxious, odious, offensive, repugnant, scandalous 

2. calculated to create ill will or resentment or give 

offense: hateful, libelous, spiteful 3. containing or 

implying a slight or showing prejudice; making or
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(Adjectives)                                         irascible – Lucullan  

implying an unfair distinction: discriminatory, 

injurious, unjust 4. concerning discrimination that 

arises from the creation of a classification that is 

arbitrary, irrational, or capricious and not related to a 

legitimate purpose  

irascible: adj. - prone to anger; easily provoked to 

anger: hot-tempered  

irenic: adj. - tending to promote peace: conciliatory, 

pacific  

irrefragable: adj. - 1. impossible to refute: 

incontestable, incontrovertible, indisputable, 

indubitable, self-evident, undeniable, unquestionable 

2. impossible to break or alter  

itinerant: adj. (see also n.) - passing or traveling 

from place to place: wandering  

jackleg: adj. (see also n.) - 1. lacking skill or 

training: amateur, incompetent, untrained 2. 

characterized by dishonesty or a lack of professional 

standards: unscrupulous, untrustworthy 3. intended 

or made for temporary use and usually of inferior 

quality: makeshift  

jejune: adj. - 1. lacking interest or significance; not 

intellectually demanding: boring, dull, insipid, 

uninteresting, unstimulating 2. lacking maturity or 

sophistication: childish, immature, juvenile, naive, 

puerile, simplistic 3. lacking knowledge or 

experience: ignorant, uninformed 4. (Food) lacking 

in nutritional value; not providing proper 

nourishment; having little or no substance: deficient 

5. not fertile: barren  

jocoserious: adj. - describes something said half 

jokingly and half seriously, or behavior that mingles 

mirth and seriousness  

jocund: adj. - full of or expressing high-spirited 

merriment: cheerful, genial, light-hearted, mirthful  

Kafkaesque: adj. - of, relating to, or suggestive of 

Franz Kafka or his writings, especially having a 

nightmarishly complex, bizarre, or illogical quality  

kinetic: adj. - 1. relating to the force or energy of 

things in motion 2. related to, caused by, or 

producing motion: active, dynamic, energizing, 

lively  

kosher: adj. - 1. (Judaism) conforming to the strict 

dietary laws of Judaism in the Bible, which 

determines the type of food eaten, the kinds of foods 

combined in one meal, how an animal is killed, and 

ritual purification; derived from the Hebrew word 

"kasher," which means "proper" or "pure" 2. allowed 

by law or regarded as correct or proper: legitimate, 

permissible 3. not false or fake: authentic, genuine  

lachrymose: adj. - 1. given to tears or weeping; 

suffused with tears: tearful 2. causing or tending to 

cause tears: mournful  

laconic: adj. - using or involving the fewest words 

necessary; concise to the point of seeming rude or 

mysterious: brief, brusque, pithy, succinct  

lacustrine: adj. - 1. of or relating to lakes 2. living 

or growing in or along the edges of lakes  

lambent: adj. - 1. playing lightly on or over a 

surface: flickering 2. softly bright or radiant; gently 

glowing: luminous 3. effortlessly light, brilliant and 

graceful, as wit or humor  

languid: adj. - lacking vigor and energy: exhausted, 

indifferent, lackadaisical, languorous, listless, slow-

moving, sluggish, spiritless, weak, weary  

Laodicean: adj. - lukewarm or indifferent in 

religion or politics  

lascivious: adj. - describes someone with intense or 

unbridled sexual desire: lecherous, lewd, licentious, 

lusty, unchaste, wanton  

leiotrichous: adj. - having smooth, or nearly 

smooth, hair: straight-haired [antonym: ulotrichous] 

Lilliputian: adj. - used to describe a person or thing 

that is very small (After Lilliput, a country in 

Jonathan Swift's Gulliver's Travels, whose people 

were only 6 in./15 cm tall) [antonym: 

Brobdingnagian]  

liminal: adj. - 1. of or relating to a threshold (the 

starting point for a new state or experience) 2. 

belonging to the point of conscious awareness below 

which something cannot be experienced or felt; 

barely perceptible  

lissome: adj. - 1. characterized by easy flexibility 

and grace: flexible, limber, lithe, supple 2. light and 

quick in action: active, agile, nimble 3. athletically 

slim  

littoral: adj. - characteristic of or found on a shore, 

especially a seashore  

livid: adj. - 1. very angry: enraged, furious 2. having 

an ashy-gray color, especially from illness or strong 

emotion: ashen, blanched, bloodless, leaden, pale, 

pallid 3. discolored by bruising or from 

strangulation: black-and-blue 4. feeling or appearing 

strangled because of strong emotion  

loquacious: adj. - full of excessive talk: babblative, 

effusive, garrulous, long-winded, talkative, verbose, 

voluble, wordy  

louche: adj. - of questionable taste or morality: 

decadent, disreputable, dubious, rakish, shady  

lubricious: adj. - 1. having or showing too great an 

interest in sex, especially in an unpleasant way: 

lecherous, lewd, lustful, obscene, prurient, 

salacious, wanton 2. having a slippery or smooth 

quality, as with oil or grease  

Lucullan: adj. - characterized by extravagance or 

overindulgence, especially with regard to food: 

extravagant, lavish, lush, luxurious, opulent, plush, 

profuse
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(Adjectives)                                       lugubrious – neoteric  

lugubrious: adj. - mournful, especially to an 

exaggerated or ludicrous degree: dismal, gloomy, 

sorrowful, woeful  

maieutic: adj. - relating to or resembling the 

Socratic method of bringing forth new ideas or latent 

thoughts from another through questioning and 

logical reasoning  

malapropos: adj. (see also adv.) - not appropriate to 

the situation in which something is done or said: 

inappropriate, out of place, unseasonable, 

unsuitable  

manqué: adj. - having failed, missed, or fallen short 

of a goal; frustrated in the fulfillment of one's 

aspirations or talents: unfulfilled, unsuccessful  

marmoreal: adj. - relating to or suggestive of 

marble or a marble statue, especially in coldness or 

aloofness  

matrilineal: adj. - describes families traced through 

the female line (as when families are known by the 

mother's family name) [antonym: patrilineal]  

matutinal: adj. - relating to or occurring in the 

morning: early  

maudlin: adj. - 1. easily moved to tears; weak and 

silly; tearfully or self-pityingly sentimental, 

especially when due to being drunk on alcohol: 

bathetic, emo, mawkish, mushy, romantic, 

schmaltzy, sentimental, soppy, tearful 2. given to 

drunkenness: drunk, fuddled, intoxicated, wasted  

mawkish: adj. - 1. sickeningly sentimental, 

especially in a contrived way: bathetic, emo, 

maudlin, mushy, romantic, schmaltzy, sentimental, 

soppy, tearful 2. bland or unappetizing in taste or 

smell; having a mildly sickening flavor; slightly 

nauseating: insipid  

mellifluous: adj. - 1. having a smooth, rich flow; 

flowing sweetly or smoothly (such as a mellifluous 

voice) 2. filled with something (such as honey) that 

sweetens  

mendacious: adj. - inclined towards deception or 

falsehood; intentionally untrue: deceitful, dishonest, 

false, lying, untruthful  

mendicant: adj. (see also n.) - depending on alms 

for a living; practicing begging  

mephitic: adj. - offensive to the smell, especially 

from atmospheric pollution or a poisonous gas: foul-

smelling, miasmic, noisome, noxious, stinky, toxic  

mercurial: adj. - 1. characterized by rapid and 

unpredictable change of mood 2. of, relating to, or 

containing mercury  

meretricious: adj. - 1. attractive in a superficial or 

vulgar manner; gaudily and deceitfully ornamental: 

tawdry 2. seemingly plausible or significant, but 

actually insincere or false: gilded, specious 3. 

relating to or like a prostitute; resembling the arts of 

a harlot: lusty  

miasmic: adj. (see also n.) - 1. pertaining to a nasty, 

possibly poisonous stench from pollution in the air: 

foul-smelling, mephitic, noisome, noxious, stinky, 

toxic 2. filled with vapor: foggy, vaporous  

millefleur: adj. - having an all-over pattern of small 

flowers and plants  

miminy-piminy: adj. - ridiculously delicate: finicky, 

overrefined  

minatory: adj. - having a menacing quality; 

foreshadowing evil or tragic developments: 

menacing, ominous, sinister, threatening  

mingy: adj. - 1. characterized by a lack of 

generosity; mean and stingy 2. very small or tiny in 

quantity or degree  

miscible: adj. - capable of being mixed; especially, 

capable of mixing in any ratio without separation of 

two phases: mixable  

miscreant: adj. (see also n.) - 1. behaving badly or 

unlawfully; lacking a conscience: depraved, 

unscrupulous 2. describes someone or something 

which is heretical or disbelieving  

mordacious: adj. - 1. biting or given to biting 2. 

biting or sharp in manner or style: caustic, mordant  

mordant: adj. - 1. harshly ironic or sinister: biting, 

caustic, cutting, mordacious, sarcastic, scathing, 

sharp 2. capable of destroying or eating away a 

surface (such as a metal) by chemical action: 

caustic, corrosive  

moribund: adj. - 1. in a dying state; at the point of 

death: dying 2. becoming obsolete or inactive  

multifarious: adj. - having great diversity or 

variety; of various kinds: diversified  

mundivagant: adj. - wandering all over the world  

munificent: adj. - very liberal in giving or 

bestowing: generous, lavish  

mutuatitial: adj. - describes something which 

belongs to one person but is temporarily being used 

by another: borrowed  

mycorrhizal: adj. - the symbiotic association of the 

mycelium of a fungus with the roots of seed plants 

(eg. conifers, beeches, orchids, etc.)  

namby-pamby: adj. - weakly sentimental; without 

vigor; lacking in character or substance: indecisive, 

insipid, weak, wishy-washy  

nascent: adj. - coming into existence: emerging  

natatory: adj. - characterized by, related to, or 

adapted for swimming or floating (eg. natatory 

organs, such as fins or gills)  

nebulochaotic: adj. - describes the state of being 

confused in a hazy way: chaotic, nebulous  

nefarious: adj. - wicked in the extreme: iniquitous  

neoteric: adj. - recent in origin: modern, new, 

newfangled
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(Adjectives)                                     nepheligenous – otiose  

nepheligenous: adj. - producing clouds of tobacco 

smoke  

noctilucous: adj. - shining during the night: 

phosphorescent  

noetic: adj. - 1. related to or based on purely 

intellectual or rational understanding; understood 

only by the mind or through the reasoning process: 

mental 2. typical of or coming from the human mind 

3. requiring the use of the mind or intellect  

noir: adj. - 1. a genre of films and crime literature 

featuring tough, cynical characters and bleak 

settings 2. suggestive of danger or violence  

noisome: adj. - 1. offensive to the smell or other 

senses: disgusting, foul, foul-smelling, loathsome, 

mephitic, nauseating, offensive, sickening, vile 2. 

injurious to health: dangerous, destructive, harmful, 

hurtful, insalubrious, mischievous, noxious, 

unwholesome  

nudiustertian: adj. - pertaining to the day before 

yesterday  

nugatory: adj. - 1. having no importance 

whatsoever: inconsequential, insignificant, trifling, 

trivial, worthless 2. having no force, especially legal 

force: ineffectual, inoperative, invalid, null, useless, 

void  

numinous: adj. - 1. having a strong religious, 

spiritual or supernatural quality; filled with a sense 

of the presence of divinity; describing a person or 

place having a mysterious power that suggests the 

presence of a spirit or god; that which is "wholly 

other" in a spiritual sense: divine, holy, mysterious, 

sacred, transcendent [see also: numen (n.)] 2. 

relating to numina, the spirits or gods believed in 

some cultures to inhabit places or things 3. 

appealing to the higher emotions or to the aesthetic 

sense; inspiring awe and reverence; spiritually 

elevated: sublime 4. arousing one's elevated feelings 

of duty, honor, loyalty, etc. 5. surpassing 

comprehension or understanding: mysterious  

obsequious: adj. - showing a great willingness to 

serve or obey: compliant, fawning, servile  

obstreperous: adj. - 1. noisily and stubbornly 

defiant: unruly 2. aggressively boisterous or noisy: 

clamorous  

odd-pinnate: adj. - having leaflets on each side of 

the petiole and having a single leaflet at the tip of 

the petiole  

officious: adj. - marked by excessive eagerness in 

offering services or advice where they are neither 

requested nor needed: meddlesome  

oleaginous: adj. - 1. resembling or having the 

properties of oil: oily, slick, unctuous 2. containing 

or producing oil 3. marked by an offensively 

ingratiating manner or quality: fulsome  

omnipotent: adj. - having total power; infinitely 

powerful: all-powerful  

omnipresent: adj. - being present everywhere at 

once: all-present  

omniscient: adj. - having total knowledge; knowing 

everything; infinitely wise: all-knowing  

omphalic: adj. - related to or concerning the navel 

or belly button: umbilical  

oneiric: adj. - related to, concerned with, or 

suggestive of dreams: dream-like, dreamy  

oppidan: adj. (see also n.) - of or pertaining to a 

town (often the town in which a university is sited as 

distinct from the university itself): metropolitan, 

urban  

ordinal: adj. (see also n.) - 1. (Mathematics) 

showing the relative position in a sequence of 

numbers; relating to order in a series (for example, 

the "ordinal numbers" include "first," "3rd," 

"fifteenth," "129th," etc.) 2. (Biology) relating to a 

biological order in the classification of plants and 

animals: taxonomic  

orgulous: adj. - disdainfully proud: arrogant, 

bombastic, boastful, haughty, lofty, orotund, 

overbearing, pompous, supercilious, swaggering, 

swelling  

orotund: adj. - 1. characterized by fullness, clarity, 

strength, and smoothness of sound 2. describes 

language that is pompous or bombastic  

orthodox: adj. - 1. adhering to what is commonly 

accepted, customary, traditional or established, 

especially in religion: conventional, normal 

[antonym: heterodox] 2. relating to or part of a 

conservative religious or political group 3. 

(Capitalized) relating to any of the churches or rites 

of the Eastern Orthodox Church 4. (Capitalized) 

relating to Orthodox Judaism  

orthographic: adj. - 1. spelled correctly 2. relating 

to the study of spelling 3. having perpendicular lines 

ostensible: adj. - 1. seeming to be true or genuine, 

but open to doubt: apparent, illusory, pretended, 

seeming 2. intended for display; open to view: 

avowed, declared, exhibited, professed, shown, 

visible  

ostentatious: adj. - intended to attract notice or to 

grab attention, especially using vulgar displays of 

wealth and success designed to impress people: 

conspicuous, extravagant, flashy, flamboyant, 

flaunting, garish, gaudy, grandiose, orotund, 

pompous, pretentious, showy, swaggering, tawdry, 

vainglorious, vulgar [antonyms: modest, tasteful, 

understated, unpretentious]  

otiose: adj. - 1. serving no useful purpose; having no 

reason for existing: pointless, redundant, 

superfluous, useless 2. producing no result or effect: 
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(Adjectives)                                             outré – picaresque 

 

futile, ineffective, vain 3. having little or no value: 

profitless, worthless 4. disinclined to work or be 

active: idle, indolent, lazy, shiftless, slothful, work-

shy  

outré: adj. - highly unconventional or unusual: 

bizarre, eccentric, extravagant, freakish, outlandish 

pachydermatous: adj. - 1. having the thick skin or 

some other physical characteristic typical of a 

pachyderm (a large mammal with a thick skin, such 

as the elephant, rhinoceros, and hippopotamus) 2. 

insensitive to other people and unworried by 

criticism or attack; emotionally thick-skinned: 

callous, hardened, indifferent, indurate  

palatable: adj. - 1. having a good enough taste to be 

eaten or drunk: comestible, delicious, digestible, 

flavorful, mouthwatering, pleasant-tasting, savory, 

scrumptious, succulent, tasty, toothsome, yummy 2. 

acceptable or agreeable to the mind or feelings: 

satisfactory  

palmary: adj. - having or deserving the palm of 

victory or success: best, excellent, first-rate, 

outstanding, praiseworthy, principal  

palpable: adj. - 1. capable of being touched and felt; 

perceptible by the touch 2. easily perceptible; readily 

perceived and detected: distinct, gross, obvious, 

plain  

palpate: adj. (see also v. & n.) - describes an 

invertebrate organism that is equipped with one or 

more palps (antennae), such as lobsters and many 

insects  

pandemic: adj. - describes a disease or condition 

that has spread over a large region, such as a whole 

country, continent or the world. For example, AIDS 

is currently considered to be pandemic  

Panglossian: adj. - marked by the view that all is for 

the best and this is the best of all possible worlds: 

excessively optimistic  

paraplegic: adj. (see also n.) - suffering complete 

paralysis of the lower half of the body, usually 

resulting from damage to the spinal cord  

parlous: adj. (see also adv.) - dangerously 

uncertain; very unsafe or difficult [c.1380, late 

Middle English contraction of perilous, today 

usually used for comic effect]: dangerous, perilous, 

precarious, touch-and-go  

parol: adj. (see also n.) - expressed or evidenced by 

word of mouth; not written  

parsimonious: adj. - sparing in expenditure of 

money; exceptionally frugal: covetous, miserly, 

niggardly, penurious, stingy  

patrilineal: adj. - describes families traced through 

the male line (as when families are known by the 

father's family name) [antonym: matrilineal]  

patrician: adj. (see also n.) - describes somebody or 

something which seems to be from the upper class: 

aristrocratic, blue-blooded, cultivated, cultured, 

elegant, elite, fine, genteel, glamorous, high-class, 

noble, polished, polite, posh, privileged, refined, 

ritzy, snobbish, stylish, urbane  

peccant: adj. - violating a rule or an accepted 

practice: corrupt, criminal, defective, erring, faulty, 

guilty, sinful, wrong  

pecuniary: adj. - 1. relating to or consisting of 

money: monetary 2. requiring payment of money  

pejorative: adj. (see also n.) - 1. having negative 

connotations 2. tending to make or become worse 3. 

tending to disparage or belittle: depreciatory  

peregrine: adj. - having a tendency to wander  

perennial: adj. - 1. lasting for many years or for an 

indefinite amount of time: durable, enduring, 

eternal, long-lasting, persistent 2. continuing 

without interruption: constant, perpetual 3. regularly 

repeated or renewed; appearing again and again: 

recurring, repeating 4. (Botany) describes a plant 

that lasts for more than two growing seasons, 

particularly one which produces flowers year after 

year  

peripatetic: adj. (see also n.) - 1. walking about 

from place to place; traveling on foot: itinerant 2. of 

or pertaining to the philosophy taught by Aristotle 

(who gave his instructions while walking in the 

Lyceum at Athens), or to his followers  

persnickety: adj. - 1. fussy about small details: 

fastidious, picky 2. having the characteristics of a 

snob 3. requiring great precision  

perspicacious: adj. - showing sharp mental vision or 

discernment: astute, keen, shrewd  

phlegmatic: adj. - [see also: phlegm (n.)] 1. not 

easily excited; not readily showing emotion; difficult 

to arouse to action or to displays of emotion: calm, 

even-tempered, passive, stoic, stolid, unemotional 2. 

unemotional in a cold or impersonal manner: aloof, 

apathetic, dull, emotionless, impassive, indifferent, 

sluggish 3. showing cool determination, strength, 

and endurance: composed, nonchalant, self-assured, 

self-possessed, unexcitable, unruffled  

phrenic: adj. - 1. belonging to or associated with the 

diaphragm 2. belonging to or associated with the 

mind or mental activity  

photovoltaic: adj. - capable of producing a electrical 

current or a voltage when exposed to visible light or 

other electromagnetic radiation (which is what solar 

power systems do, through the use of specially 

designed silicon cells)  

picaresque: adj. - belonging to or characteristic of a 

type of prose fiction (originating in Spain) that 

features the adventures of a clever, roguish hero or 

adventurer, and usually has a simple plot divided 
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into separate episodes 

Pictish: adj. - 1. of the Picts or their language or 

culture [Picti (Latin) means "painted people." A Pict 

was a member of an ancient people of Great Britain 

that harried the Britons and Romans from the region 

now known as Scotland and then disappeared in the 

tenth century] 2. the language of the Picts [no clear 

relationship to any other language has been 

established]  

piebald: adj. - 1. of different colors; spotted or 

blotched with black and white or other colors: 

mottled 2. composed of incongruous parts: mixed  

pinnate: adj. - resembling a feather, especially in 

having similar parts arranged on opposite sides of an 

axis like the barbs on the rachis of a feather  

piquant: adj. - 1. having a pleasurable flavor, taste, 

or smell, especially one that is spicy or salty with a 

slightly tart or bitter edge to it: appetizing, flavorful, 

palatable, pungent, savory, spicy, tasty, zesty 2. 

refreshingly interesting or sharply stimulating: 

attractive, charming, delightful, engaging, exciting, 

pleasant, provocative 3. sharply critical and biting; 

excessively severe or hurtful in tone or content  

piscivorous: adj. - fish-eating  

pissant: adj. (see also n.) - not important: 

insignificant  

pissburnt: adj. - stained with urine  

plenary: adj. - 1. full in all respects: absolute, 

complete, total 2. fully attended by all qualified 

members  

pneumatic: adj. - 1. having a well-proportioned 

feminine figure, especially having a full bust 2. of or 

relating to air or gases; adapted for containing 

compressed air; inflated with air; having air-filled 

cavities 3. of or relating to the pneuma: spiritual  

polyglot: adj. (see also n.) - 1. containing or made 

up of several languages 2. writing, speaking, or 

versed in many languages: multilingual  

populist: adj. (see also n.) - describes someone or 

something helpful to ordinary people  

porcine: adj. - of or like pigs or hogs  

postern: adj. (see also n.) - situated in the back or at 

the side  

postprandial: adj. - happening or done after a meal  

potable: adj. (see also n.) - fit to drink; suitable for 

drinking: drinkable  

preantepenultimate: adj. - fourth from last  

precedent: adj. (see also n.) - existing or happening 

before a certain event or time, particularly before the 

present time; preceding in time or order: anterior, 

earlier, preceding, preliminary, previous, prior  

precocious: adj. - manifesting or characterized by 

unusually early development or maturity, especially 

in mental skill  

predial: adj. - of or relating to land or its products  

prehensile: adj. - 1. adapted for seizing, grasping, or 

holding, especially by wrapping around an object 

(such as a monkey's prehensile tail) 2. having keen 

intellect; quick or skilled at grasping ideas and 

concepts: insightful 3. excessively or aggressively 

eager for gain or profit: avaricious, covetous, 

grabby, grasping, greedy  

prelapsarian: adj. - pertaining to or characteristic of 

the time or state before the Fall  

prescient: adj. - knowing or anticipating the 

outcome of events before they happen  

prevaricating: adj. - evading the truth: lying  

prevenient: adj. - 1. coming or occurring in advance 

of another thing: antecedent, preceding 2. producing 

a sense of anticipation: anticipatory, expectant  

priapic: adj. - 1. of, relating to, or resembling a 

penis: phallic 2. overly concerned with masculinity 

and male sexuality  

primordial: adj. - 1. of earliest origin; existing from 

the very beginning, especially since the beginning of 

time: ancient, elementary, original, primal, primitive 

2. fundamental or basic to something: essential, 

primary 3. (Biology) characteristic of the most 

undeveloped or earliest state, specifically cells, 

tissues, or organs formed in the early stages of 

embryonic development  

prodigious: adj. - 1. impressively great in size, 

force, extent, quantity or degree: bulky, colossal, 

enormous, huge, immense, monstrous, stupendous, 

tremendous, vast 2. of the nature of a prodigy: 

amazing, astonishing, awe-inspiring, exceptional, 

extraordinary, marvelous, portentous, wondrous  

profane: adj. - 1. serving to debase or defile what is 

holy: irreverent 2. not holy because unconsecrated, 

impure, or defiled: unsanctified 3. not concerned 

with religion or religious purposes: secular  

proleptic: adj. (see also n.) - 1. occurring prior to 

the usual time 2. used to describe a periodic disease 

whose paroxysms return at successively shorter 

intervals  

prolix: adj. - 1. tediously prolonged; excessively 

particular in detail: tedious, wearisome 2. tending to 

speak or write at excessive length: diffuse, 

loquacious, verbose, wordy  

propitiatory: adj. - intended to gain or regain the 

favor or goodwill of: appeasing, conciliatory, 

expiatory, mollifying, pacifying, placating, soothing  

propitious: adj. - 1. favorably disposed: benevolent, 

gracious 2. being of good omen: auspicious 3. 

tending to favor: advantageous  

proprietary: adj. (see also n.) - 1. relating to an 

owner, ownership, or something owned 2. 

manufactured and sold only by the owner of the 
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patent, formula, brand name, or trademark 

associated with the product (such as proprietary 

medicine) 3. describes a business that is privately 

owned and run 4. describes a kind of school 

organized as a profit-making venture primarily to 

teach vocational skills or self-improvement 

techniques (i.e. proprietary school) 

prosaic: adj. - 1. characteristic of prose, as 

distinguished from poetry 2. not having any features 

that are interesting or imaginative: colorless, drab, 

dull, factual, lackluster, lifeless, unimaginative 3. 

lacking complications or subtleties: commonplace, 

everyday, matter-of-fact, mundane, straightforward, 

ordinary, unromantic  

protean: adj. - 1. displaying considerable variety or 

diversity 2. readily assuming different shapes or 

forms  

prurient: adj. - inordinately interested in matters of 

sex: horny, lascivious, lecherous, libertine, loose, 

lustful, salacious, wanton  

puckish: adj. - full of mischief: impish, whimsical  

puerile: adj. - displaying or suggesting a lack of 

maturity: childish, juvenile, silly, trivial  

puissant: adj. - of great force or vigor: forcible, 

mighty, potent, powerful, strong  

pukka: adj. - 1. high quality of its kind: excellent, 

first-class, superior 2. absolutely genuine: authentic, 

real, reliable 3. socially acceptable: proper  

punctilious: adj. - strictly attentive to minute details 

of conduct; very exact in the forms of etiquette: 

careful, fastidious, meticulous, painstaking, precise, 

scrupulous  

pungent: adj. - 1. having a sharp incisive quality: 

caustic 2. causing a sharp or irritating sensation: 

acrid  

purblind: adj. - 1. an offensive term to describe 

someone who has greatly reduced or impaired 

vision: dim-sighted, near-blind, partially sighted 2. 

lacking in discernment, understanding, or 

imagination: dull, obtuse, slow 3. [Obs.] totally blind 

pusillanimous: adj. - lacking in courage and 

resolution; contemptibly fearful: cowardly  

putative: adj. - 1. commonly thought or deemed; 

commonly put forth or accepted as true on 

inconclusive grounds: accepted, assumed, reputed, 

supposed 2. assumed to exist or to have existed  

putrid: adj. - 1. decomposed and foul-smelling: 

fetid, foul, funky, fusty, malodorous, musty, noisome, 

rank, rotten, smelling, spoiled, stinking 2. morally 

objectionable: corrupt, vile  

pyrrhic: adj. (see also n.) - 1. of or relating to a war 

dance of ancient Greece 2. of, relating to, or 

resembling Pyrrhus or his exploits, especially his 

sustaining staggering losses in order to defeat the 

Romans (i.e. "a Pyrrhic victory")  

quadrennial: adj. - 1. consisting of or lasting for 

four years 2. occurring or being done every four 

years  

quaquaversal: adj. - 1. (Geology) sloping 

downward from the center in all directions of the 

compass, as beds of lava round a crater 2. turning or 

dipping in any or every direction: dome-like  

quiescent: adj. - 1. marked by inactivity or repose; 

tranquilly at rest: dormant, inactive, latent, potential, 

still 2. causing no trouble or symptoms  

quixotic: adj. - [from the deluded idealist Don 

Quixote, the title character of a novel by Miguel de 

Cervantes] 1. caught up in the romance of noble 

deeds and the pursuit of unreachable goals; idealistic 

without regard to realism or practicality; chivalric in 

an absurd or deluded manner: altruistic, fanciful, 

idealistic, impractical, romantic, unrealistic, 

visionary 2. tending to act on impulses; rashly 

unpredictable: capricious, impulsive  

quondam: adj. - having been formerly: erstwhile, 

former, preterit, sometime  

quotidian: adj. (see also n.) - 1. of an everyday 

character: commonplace, customary, ordinary, usual 

2. done or experienced on a daily basis; occurring or 

returning daily, especially when describing a fever 

that recurs or flares up every day  

raddled: adj. - 1. being in a state of confusion; 

lacking composure 2. showing signs of age or 

fatigue; having a worn-out appearance that suggests 

long life or a life of indulgence: broken-down, 

careworn, drawn, haggard, worn  

raffish: adj. - 1. marked by or suggestive of flashy 

vulgarity or crudeness 2. marked by a careless 

unconventionality: rakish  

rantipole: adj. (see also n.) - characterized by a 

wild, unruly manner: rakish, roving rebarbative: 

adj. - tending to irritate or repel  

recondite: adj. - understood only by experts; 

requiring special detailed knowledge in order to be 

understood: abstruse, ambiguous, cryptic, deep, 

difficult, enigmatic, erudite, esoteric, 

incomprehensible, profound, scholarly 2. hidden 

from view or knowledge: concealed, secret  

rectilinear: adj. - 1. moving in or forming a straight 

line 2. characterized by straight lines  

redivivus: adj. - living again; brought back to life: 

reborn, renewed, restored, resurrected, revived  

redolent: adj. - 1. (usually followed by 'of') serving 

to bring to mind; suggestive of something: evocative 

(of), reminiscent (of) 2. having a strong distinctive 

fragrance; having particular smell or odor, especially 

a pleasant one: aromatic, fragrant, sweet-smelling 
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refractory: adj. - 1. resistant to authority or control: 

headstrong, intractable, obstinate, rebellious, 

recalcitrant, stubborn, unmanageable, unruly, 

wayward 2. difficult to melt or work; resistant to 

heat 3. (Medicine) unresponsive to medical 

treatment 4. (Medicine) resistant to infection or 

disease 5. not able to react to a stimulus: 

unresponsive  

refulgent: adj. - shining brightly: brilliant, radiant, 

resplendent  

renascent: adj. - springing or rising again into 

being; showing renewed vigor  

requisite: adj. - necessary or appropriate for a 

specific purpose (often used for describing 

requirements or regulations imposed by an 

institution to reach a particular position): essential, 

indispensable, required  

restive: adj. - 1. impatient under restriction, delay, 

coercion, criticism, or opposition; resisting control 

2. unwilling to move forward: obstinate, stubborn 3. 

being in a tense state; easily upset: edgy, high-

strung, jittery, jumpy, nervous, nervy, over-strung, 

uptight  

reticulate: adj. - resembling a net  

ribald: adj. - characterized by, or given to, vulgar 

humor: coarse  

rigmarole: adj. (see also n.) - consisting of 

nonsense: foolish, frivolous, nonsensical  

riparian: adj. - of or pertaining to the bank of a 

river or stream  

risible: adj. - 1. capable of laughing; disposed to 

laugh 2. exciting or provoking laughter; worthy of 

laughter: absurd, amusing, laughable, ludicrous, 

ridiculous 3. relating to, connected with, or used in 

laughter  

robustious: adj. - 1. vigorous in a rough or 

unrefined way; out of control: boisterous, energetic, 

rambunctious, rowdy, unruly 2. described as being 

rough or crude: blunt, coarse, vulgar 3. strong and 

healthy in constitution: hardy  

rodomontade: adj. (see also n. & v.) - boastful in a 

pretentious, self-important, or self-indulgent way: 

blustering, bragging  

roseate: adj. - 1. overly optimistic; bright or 

cheerful 2. resembling a rose, especially in color  

Rube Goldberg: adj. - accomplishing by complex 

means what seemingly could be done simply; 

characterized by complex means  

rubicund:adj. - inclining to redness: red, roseate, 

ruddy, sanguine  

ruly: adj. - calm, obedient, and orderly: controlable, 

disciplined, governable, law-abiding, organized, 

peaceful, submissive, tractable  

rupestral: adj. - composed of or inscribed on rock  

sacerdotal: adj. - 1. of or relating to priests or a 

priesthood: priestly 2. of, relating to, or suggesting 

religious belief emphasizing the powers of priests as 

essential mediators between God and mankind  

sacroiliac: adj. (see also n.) - of, relating to, or being 

the region of juncture between the spinal column 

and the pelvis  

sacrosanct: adj. - 1. most sacred or holy: inviolable 

2. treated as if holy; immune from criticism or 

violation  

saltatory: adj. - 1. of, characterized by, or adapted 

for leaping or dancing 2. proceeding by abrupt 

movements or changing by sudden variation  

salubrious: adj. - favorable to health; promoting 

health: healthful  

salutary: adj. - 1. promoting health: healthful, 

wholesome 2. effecting or designed to effect an 

improvement: advantageous, beneficial, remedial  

salutatory: adj. - expressing or containing a 

welcome or greeting  

salvific: adj. - having the intention or power to bring 

about salvation or redemption  

sanctimonious: adj. - pretending to be holy or 

pious; affecting righteousness  

sanguinary: adj. - 1. accompanied by much 

bloodshed or carnage 2. flowing with blood: 

bloodstained 3. eager for bloodshed: bloodthirsty  

sapient: adj. - having great wisdom and 

discernment: insightful, perspicacious, sagacious, 

sage, shrewd, wise  

saponaceous: adj. - 1. resembling soap; having the 

qualities of soap: soapy 2. liable to slip away (like 

soap does): evasive, slippery, slithery  

Sapphic: adj. - 1. of or pertaining to Sappho, the 

Greek poetess who lived on the island of Lesbos, 

known for writing provacative love poetry to women 

2. of female homosexuality: lesbian 3. pertaining to 

a style of verse reputed to have been invented by 

Sappho consisting of five feet (the first, fourth, and 

fifth are trochees (/U), the second is a spondee (//), 

and the third a dactyl (/UU))  

saprostomous: adj. - having foul-smelling breath  

sardonic: adj. - disdainfully or bitterly humorous; 

scornfully or cynically mocking: caustic, cynical, 

derisive, ironic, sarcastic, satirical, sneering, wry  

sartorial: adj. - of or relating to a tailor or tailored 

clothes; of or relating to clothes  

saturnine: adj. - 1. showing a brooding ill humor: 

bitter, dark, dour, gloomy, glowering, glum, 

melancholy, moody, morose, sardonic, scornful, 

serious, sour, sullen, surly, unfriendly 2. (Astrology) 

having the temperament of one influenced 

astrologically by the planet Saturn, which is said to 

be brooding and ill-tempered 3. cold and steady in 
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mood; slow to act or change: sluggish, taciturn 4. 

caused by the absorption of lead or suffering from 

lead poisoning  

scacchic: adj. - pertaining to the game of chess, or to 

chess pieces  

scatological: adj. - dealing with excrement and 

excretory functions in a bawdy, obscene or vulgar 

fashion(usually for humor)  

sciapodous: adj. - having huge feet  

scolecophagous: adj. - worm-eating  

scopious: adj. - having a large extent or extending 

through a broad range: broad, expansive, extensive, 

scopic, wide  

scurvy: adj. (see also n.) - behaving in a way 

considered mean or contemptible: despicable, vile, 

worthless  

sebaceous: adj. - 1. of, relating to, or resembling fat; 

containing an unusual amount of grease or oil: fatty 

2. secreting fat  

sedulous: adj. - 1. working with great zeal and 

persistence: industrious, laborious, persevering, 

unremitting, untiring, unwearied 2. carried out with 

great care, concentration, and commitment: 

assiduous, diligent, painstaking  

sempiternal: adj. - enduring forever; having no end: 

boundless, dateless, endless, eternal, everlasting, 

illimitable, infinite  

sentient: adj. - 1. capable of perceiving by the 

senses: conscious 2. experiencing sensation or 

feeling  

septentrional: adj. - of or pertaining to the north: 

northern  

serpiginous: adj. - (Medicine) spreading by 

creeping (said of lesions which heal over one portion 

while continuing to advance at another, typically the 

legion has a wavy or serpent-like border)  

sesquipedalian: adj. - 1. given to or characterized 

by the use of long words 2. long and ponderous; 

having many syllables  

shoal: adj. (see also n. & v.) - describes water 

having little depth: shallow  

sibilant: adj. (see also n.) - of, characterized by, or 

producing a hissing sound like that of (s) or (sh)  

skint: adj. - (British slang) completely without 

money; lacking funds: broke, impecunious, 

penniless, poor [variant of 'skinned': stripped of 

money or belongings]  

smarmy: adj. - 1. revealing or marked by a smug, 

ingratiating, or false earnestness: fulsome, 

oleaginous 2. of low, sleazy taste or quality: oily, 

slick, unctuous  

snafu: adj. (see also acr., n. & v.) - in a state of 

confusion and disorder; out of control: chaotic  

solicitous: adj. - 1. paying careful or close attention 

to details, especially out of care or concern: 

attentive, hovering, meticulous 2. full of concern or 

fear: apprehensive, anxious, restless, uneasy, 

worried 3. full of the desire or eagerness to do 

something  

somniferous: adj. - bringing or causing sleep: 

hypnagogic, sleep-inducing, somnolent, soporific  

somnolent: adj. - 1. inclined to sleep: drowsy, 

sleepy 2. tending to cause sleepiness or drowsiness: 

hypnagogic, sleep-inducing, somniferous, soporific  

soporific: adj. (see also n.) - 1. causing sleep; 

tending to cause sleep: hypnagogic, sleep-inducing, 

somniferous, somnolent 2. relating to or 

characterized by sleepiness or sluggishness: drowsy, 

lethargic  

sotto voce: adj. (see also adv.) - 1. spoken under the 

breath or in a low tone, so as not to be heard 2. very 

softly -- used as a direction in music  

spavined: adj. (see also n.) - 1. suffering from 

spavin, a disease involving the swelling of hock-

joints in a horse (backwards-pointing joints on the 

hind legs which correspond to the human ankle): 

lame 2. in extremely poor condition or badly 

deteriorated: broken-down, damaged, decrepit, old, 

over-the-hill, ruined, worn out  

specious: adj. - 1. having the ring of truth or 

plausibility but actually false: spurious 2. 

deceptively attractive: gilded, meretricious, showy  

spoony: adj. - 1. excessively sentimental: foolish, 

silly 2. foolishly or sentimentally in love  

steatopygic: adj. - having an extremely fat butt  

stentorian: adj. - very loud, powerful, overblown, 

or lofty in tone of voice: booming, declamatory, 

earsplitting, strident  

stertorous: adj. - characterized by a heavy snoring 

or gasping sound: hoarse  

striated: adj. - marked with parallel grooves, ridges, 

stripes, scratches, or narrow bands: grooved, striped  

struthious: adj. - of or relating to the ostriches and 

related birds  

subaltern: adj. (see also n.) - 1. in a subordinate or 

inferior position; of lower rank or status: secondary 

2. (Logic) describes a proposition which is implied 

by a universal proposition (for example, "some polar 

bears are white" is subaltern to "all polar bears are 

white")  

subfusc: adj. (see also n.) - 1. dark or dull in color: 

drab, dusky 2. devoid of brightness or appeal  

sublunary: adj. - situated beneath the moon; of or 

pertaining to this world: cislunar, earthly, terrestrial 

sub rosa: adj. (see also adv.) - (Latin) designed and 

carried out secretly or confidentially: behind-the-

scenes, private, secretive, under-the-table (from the 

ancient practice of using a rose as a symbol of 
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secrecy); literally, "under the rose"  

supercilious: adj. - marked with contempt for 

others; coolly and patronizingly haughty: arrogant, 

proud, self-important  

supererogatory: adj. - going beyond what is 

required or expected: excess, extra, superfluous, 

surplus, unnecessary  

supposititious: adj. - 1. substituted for the real 

thing; not being what is purports to be; not genuine: 

counterfeit, fraudulent, inauthentic, pretended, 

spurious 2. based primarily on surmise rather than 

adequate evidence: conjectural, hypothetical, 

putative, reputed, supposed  

surreptitious: adj. - 1. marked by quiet, caution and 

secrecy; taking pains to avoid being observed: 

concealed , covert, furtive, lurking, skulking, sneaky, 

stealthy, underhand 2. conducted with hidden aims 

or methods: clandestine, hush-hush, secret, 

undercover, underground  

svelte: adj. - 1. showing a high degree of refinement 

and the assurance that comes from wide social 

experience: polished, refined, sophisticated, suave, 

urbane 2. slender or graceful in figure or outline: 

slim 3. moving and bending with ease: graceful, 

lissome, lithe, slender, sleek, supple, sylphlike  

sycophantic: adj. (see also n.) - attempting to win 

favor from influential people by flattery: 

bootlicking, cowering, cringing, fawning, groveling, 

kowtowing, obsequious, parasitic, toadying, 

toadyish, truckling  

sylphlike: adj. - gracefully slender; moving and 

bending with ease: airy, lissome, lithe, supple, svelte 

sylvan: adj. - 1. of or pertaining to woods or forest 

regions 2. living or located in a wood or forest 3. 

abounding in forests or trees: wooded  

symbiotic: adj. - 1. describes a relationship that 

benefits everyone involved 2. (Biology) describes 

two living beings of different species that live 

closely together, especially if they have a mutually 

beneficial relationship. For example: The Egyptian 

Plover bird eats parasites that are harmful to 

crocodiles. So, the crocodile lets the bird hunt for 

parasites on its body, even allowing the bird to enter 

its mouth safely. In return, the bird not only finds 

food, but is safe from any other predators while near 

the crocodile  

syncretic: adj. - uniting and blending together 

different systems, as of philosophy, morals, or 

religion  

taboo: adj. (see also n.) - 1. forbidden to be used in 

secular contexts because of what are held to be 

dangerous supernatural powers 2. banned on 

grounds of morality or taste  

tacit: adj. - not expressed or declared openly, but 

implied or understood  

talionic: adj. - pertaining to revenge in kind; like for 

like: retaliatory, retributive, vengeful  

tardigrade: adj. (see also n.) - slow in action: slow-

moving, sluggish  

tatterdemalion: adj. (see also n.) - 1. wearing torn 

or ragged clothing: shredded, tattered, torn 2. being 

in a decayed state or condition: broken-down, 

dilapidated, ramshackle, tumble-down, unsound 3. 

ragged or disreputable in appearance: bedraggled, 

beggarly, unkempt  

tectonic: adj. - 1. of or having to do with building: 

architectural, constructional 2. designating, or 

pertaining to, changes in the structure of the earth's 

crust, the forces responsible for such deformation, or 

the external forms produced  

temerarious: adj. - recklessly or presumptuously 

daring: rash  

tenacious: adj. - 1. not easily pulled apart: cohesive 

2. tending to adhere or cling, especially to another 

substance 3. persistent in maintaining or adhering to 

something valued or habitual: retentive  

tendentious: adj. - marked by a strong point of 

view, especially a controversial one: biased, 

partisan  

tenebrous: adj. - 1 shut off from the light: dark, 

gloomy, murky 2. hard to understand: obscure 3. 

causing gloom  

termagant: adj. (see also n.) - the quality of being 

quarrelsome or shrewish, usually said of a woman: 

furious, overbearing, scolding, tumultuous, turbulent  

tetchy: adj. - easily irritated or annoyed: cranky, 

fractious, irritable, nettlesome, peckish, pettish, 

petulant, testy  

thelemic: adj. - allowing people to do as they 

please, thereby depending on the good nature of the 

individual to inspire them morally (although 

originally a term from Koine Greek meaning "will, 

wish, purpose," the meaning of "do that which you 

want" or "do what thou wilt" for this term was 

created by François Rabelais as the philosophy of a 

fictional Abbey in his book Gargantua and 

Pantagruel)  

theriomorphic: adj. - in the form of an animal, or 

thought of as being in animal form, particularly a 

god depicted in animal form [antonym: 

anthropomorphic]  

tibialoconcupiscent: adj. - having a carnal or lusty 

interest in watching a woman put on stockings  

torpid: adj. - 1. describes a part of the body that has 

lost the ability to move or feel: benumbed, numb 2. 

in a condition of biological rest or suspended 

animation, usually used to describe an animal during
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seasons of sleep: dormant, hibernating, estivating 3. 

sluggish in functioning or acting; lacking physical or 

mental energy: apathetic, dull, idle, inactive, inert, 

lethargic, listless, passive, slow, supine  

tortuous: adj. - 1. marked by repeated twists or 

turns: anfractuous, flexuous, involute, meandering, 

meandrous, serpentine, sinuous, vermiculate, 

winding 2. marked by devious or indirect tactics: 

circuitous, convoluted, crooked, involved, snaky, 

tricky  

translucent: adj. - 1. not transparent but clear 

enough to allow light to pass through 2. free from 

disguise or falseness  

tremulous: adj. - 1. marked by trembling or 

tremors, as from weakness, fear, or nervousness: 

quavering, quivering, shaking, vibrating 2. showing 

fear or nervousness about something: fearful, 

frightened, scared, timid, timorous 3. (of writing) 

done with a trembling hand  

trenchant: adj. - 1. vigorously effective and 

articulate: energetic, forceful, hard-hitting 2. directly 

and deliberately hurtful: caustic, cutting, harsh 3. 

sharply perceptive: incisive, intelligent, keen, 

obserant, penetrating, searching, thoughtful 4. 

clearly or sharply defined to the mind: distinct, 

clear-cut  

tumescent: adj. - abnormally swollen or becoming 

swollen, especially by fluids or gas: bloated, 

distended, puffy, tumid  

tumid: adj. - 1. pompous in style: bombastic, 

declamatory, inflated, large, lofty, orotund, 

overblown, turgid 2. appearing as if swollen from 

pressure within, especially by fluids or gas: bloated, 

distended, puffed, puffy, swollen, tumescent, turgid 

3. describes a body part or organ, especially a sexual 

organ, that is swollen, stiff and rigid: bulging, erect, 

inflated, protuberant  

ubiquitous: adj. - existing or being everywhere at 

the same time; constantly encountered: omnipresent, 

widespread  

ulotrichous: adj. - having woolly or crispy hair 

[antonym: leiotrichous]  

ultracrepidarian: adj. (see also n.) - beyond one's 

knowledge or province; pertaining to opinions given 

on matters beyond one's knowledge  

ultroneous: adj. - 1. made or offered of one's own 

accord: spontaneous, voluntary 2. (Law) describes a 

witness who testifies voluntarily and without citation 

umber: adj. (see also v. & n.) - describes any of the 

natural brown earth pigments found in soil that 

contains oxides of iron and manganese (which is 

known as umber): chocolate, coffee, deep brown  

umpteen: adj. - very many; indefinitely numerous  

uncanny: adj. - [see also: canny] 1. too strange to 

seem natural and often causing feelings of dread, 

such as if something seems to be of supernatural 

origin: eerie, mysterious, odd, unearthly, unsettling, 

weird 2. (Freud) describes something that is both 

familiar and strange, causing the simultaeous 

feelings of attraction toward and repulsion away 

from the object, situation, or person  

unctuous: adj. - 1. of the nature or quality of an 

unguent or ointment: fatty, greasy, oily 2. insincerely 

smooth in speech and manner: ingratiating, smarmy, 

sycophantic 3. having a smooth, greasy feel, as 

certain minerals  

uxorial: adj. - relating to or characteristic of a wife  

uxorious: adj. - describes a man who is excessively 

devoted to or submissive to his wife  

valedictory: adj. - of or relating to an act of bidding 

farewell; expressing or containing a farewell  

valetudinarian: adj. (see also n.) - 1. chronically 

ailing: infirm, sickly, weak 2. constantly and 

morbidly concerned with one's health  

vapid: adj. - 1. lacking liveliness, animation, or 

interest: dull, insipid, spiritless 2. lacking taste, zest, 

or flavor: bland, flat, flavorless, insipid, savorless  

variegated: adj. - 1. distinguished or characterized 

by variety: diversified, varied 2. having streaks, 

marks, or patches of different colors: dappled, 

motley, multicolored, multihued, parti-colored, 

polychromatic, polychrome, varicolored, 

versicolored  

vatic: adj. - resembling or characteristic of a prophet 

or prophecy; having to do with predicting the future: 

oracular, prophetic  

venal: adj. - 1. able to be obtained for a price; held 

for sale: buyable, purchasable, sellable 2. capable of 

betraying honor, duty, or scruples for a price: 

corruptible, dishonest 3. marked by or associated 

with bribery and corrupt dealings 4. of or pertaining 

to veins  

venial: adj. - capable of being forgiven; not heinous: 

excusable, pardonable  

ventripotent: adj. - 1. having a large belly: big-

bellied, fat 2. taking a greedy or overindulgent 

delight in eating; having great capacity or appetite 

for food: gluttonous  

verboten: adj. - excluded from use or mention; not 

allowed: forbidden, prohibited, taboo  

verdant: adj. - 1. covered with growing plants or 

grass; green with vegetation: flourishing 2. of the 

color green 3. lacking knowledge, judgment, or 

experience: green, naive, raw, unsophisticated  

vermicular: adj. - 1. resembling a worm in form or 

motion 2. relating to or caused by worms  

vermiform: adj. - resembling a worm in shape
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(Adjectives)                                           vernacular – zeroth 

 

vernacular: adj. (see also n.) - 1. (Language) 

describes native speech, as opposed to scholarly or 

literary speech 2. describes the common, 

nonscientific name of an animal, plant, fungi or so 

forth 3. (Architecture) characterized by the most 

common building techniques of a local area, 

especially by using local materials and traditional 

methods of construction and decoration (especially 

contrasted with historical, academic or grand 

architectural designs)  

vestal: adj. - 1. of or relating to the goddess Vesta of 

Roman mythology 2. relating to or characteristic of 

the vestal virgins: chaste, pure  

vestigial: adj. - describes an organ or behavior 

which, due to evolution, has lost all or most of its 

original function. Whales, for example, have 

vestigial bones of hips and hind limbs. In humans, 

tonsils, wisdom teeth, ear muscles, plica semilunaris 

(a shrunken third eyelid or nictitating membrane), 

erector pili (which make our hairs stand erect when 

we're frightened or nervous), the appendix, and the 

coccyx (tailbone) are examples of vestigial organs. 

Vestigial structures and behaviors provide a clue to a 

species's evolutionary history because they were 

important to the lives of ancestral species  

viable: adj. - 1. (Biology) capable of surviving or 

living successfully, especially describing offspring 

which have developed enough to survive outside its 

mother's womb 2. capable of success or continuing 

effectiveness: doable, feasible, possible, practicable, 

workable  

vicarious: adj. - 1. taking the place of another thing 

or person 2. shared in experience by imagined 

participation in another's experience; experienced at 

secondhand  

vinegary: adj. - having the taste, smell, or nature of 

vinegar: irascible, sour, unamiable, unpleasant  

viridescent: adj. - developing or having a green or 

greenish color  

viscous: adj. - 1. having a relatively high resistance 

to flow: syrupy 2. having the properties of glue: 

clammy, gluey, glutinous, gummy, mucilaginous, 

pasty, sticky, tenacious, viscid  

vitreous: adj. - 1. of, having the nature of, or like 

glass: glassy 2. derived from or made of glass  

vituperative: adj. - containing or characterized by 

verbal abuse or harsh criticism: abusive, accusatory, 

bitter, scathing, scolding, vitriolic  

vivacious: adj. - full of spirit and liveliness: 

animated, high-spirited, lively, vibrant  

vivid: n. - 1. very bright or intense in color 2. 

producing strong, distinct or very true-to-life mental 

images: graphic  

viviparous: adj. - 1. giving birth to live young that 

develop within the mother's body rather than laying 

eggs, as with most mammals 2. (Botany) producing 

seeds that begin to sprout before becoming detached 

from the parent plant 3. (Botany) producing bulbs or 

new plants rather than seed, as in the tiger lily  

vociferous: adj. - making a loud outcry: clamorous, 

noisy  

volatile: adj. - 1. (Chemistry) describes a substance 

that is easily converted to the gas state at a relatively 

low temperature 2. tending to erupt into violent 

action: explosive 3. marked by erratic 

changeableness in mood, temper, desire, or 

affections: fickle, flighty, inconstant, mercurial, 

unpredictable 4. describes a situation that changes 

rapidly or suffers from extreme fluctuations (in 

business, often referring to stock prices) 5. 

(Computers) of or pertaining to storage that does not 

retain data when electrical power is turned off or 

fails 6. continuing for only a short time: ephemeral, 

evanescent, fleeting, short-lived, temporary 7. flying 

or capable of flying: volant  

voluble: adj. - 1. characterized by a ready or rapid 

flow of speech; talking easily and at length: 

babblative, fluent, garrulous, glib, incessant, 

loquacious, talkative 2. easily rolling or turning on 

an axis: rotating 3. given to change: changeable, 

fickle, unstable 4. (Botany) having the power or 

habit of turning, twisting or twining  

vorpal: adj. - 1. capable of beheading: deadly, keen, 

sharp; coined by Lewis Carroll in the poem 

"Jabberwocky": "He took his vorpal sword in hand." 

2. in Dungeons & Dragons, a vorpal weapon is one 

which has a high tendency to inflict critical hits or to 

behead foes  

votive: adj. - given, done, or offered for a specific 

purpose, especially in fulfillment of a promise or to 

symbolize a wish, desire, or prayer  

vulnerary: adj. (see also n.) - used in the healing or 

treating of wounds  

woebegone: adj. - 1. overwhelmed with or 

immersed in sadness or grief: sorrowful, woeful 2. 

being in a sorry condition; dismal-looking: 

dilapidated, run-down  

xenial: adj. - relating to, concerning, or 

characteristic of relations between host and guest, 

especially among the ancient Greeks between 

persons of different cities: hospitable  

xerarch: adj. - growing in a dry habitat, such as a 

rocky shore, cliff, or desert  

xylotomous: adj. - capable of boring or cutting 

wood, usually said of insects  

zeroth: adj. - being numbered zero in a series; of, 

relating to, or being a zero
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(Nouns)                                                  aardwolf – agave 

 

aardwolf: n. - a mammal native to southern and 

eastern Africa that resembles the hyena, has gray fur 

with black stripes, and feeds mainly on legless lizard 

mites and insect larvae {image}  

abalone: n. - an edible sea mollusk that breathes 

through holes in its ear-shaped shell; the inside of 

the shell is lined with a richly colored mother-of-

pearl, though the outside is rough and mostly brown 

{image}  

abecedarian: n. (see also adj.) - 1. one who teaches 

or studies the alphabet: tyro 2. one who is just 

learning: amateur, beginner, novice  

ablution: n. - 1. the act of washing or cleansing; 

specifically, the washing of a body part or the whole 

body to clean oneself for a religious rite 2. the water 

used in cleansing  

ablutophobia: n. - fear of washing or bathing  

abnegation: n. (see also v.) - 1. the denial or 

rejection of a doctrine or belief: disavowal, 

renunciation 2. the denial or rejection of your own 

desires or rights for the benefit of others: sacrifice, 

self-denial, self-renunciation, surrender  

abulia: n. - an abnormal lack of ability to act or to 

make decisions, characteristic of certain psychotic 

and neurotic conditions; a lack of will, motivation, 

or ability to act independently, especially the 

inability to make decisions or to set goals  

abutment: n. - 1. the part of a structure that bears 

the weight or pressure of an arch or the end of a 

bridge {image} 2. a structure that anchors the 

cables of a suspension bridge 3. the point of contact 

between two objects or parts  

acacia: n. - the genus Acacia includes 800 or so 

varieties of spiny shrubs and trees of the mimosa 

family. They are related to beans and peas, have 

narrow, feather-like leaves, bear clusters of small 

yellow or white flowers, and are typically found in 

tropical or subtropical regions {flowers, tree} [see 

also: gum acacia]  

acarophobia: n. - fear of itching  

acclivity: n. - an upward slope, such as a hill: ascent 

acedia: n. - laziness or indifference in performing 

one's religious duty or moral responsibility, also 

known as the "deadly sin" of sloth: apathy, ennui, 

inactivity, laziness, slothfulness, torpor  

acequia: n. - a canal or ditch for distributing water 

throughout dry land (usually farm land), especially a 

community-operated waterway used in the 

American Southwest for irrigation  

acetazolamide: n. - a diuretic drug (meaning that it 

increases the flow of urine) used to treat edema, 

glaucoma, and epilepsy  

Achilles’ heel: n. - a vulnerable point, especially a 

critically or uniquely vulnerable point (named for 

Achilles of the Greek epic The Iliad -- after a 

mythically impressive career as a warrior, he was 

finally killed by an arrow through his heel, which 

was his sole weak spot)  

acolyte: n. - 1. historically, a man who has received 

the highest of the four minor orders in the Roman 

Catholic church, being ordained to carry the wine 

and water and the lights at the Mass. Today, the 

acolyte's duties are done by lay persons as alter 

servers, both male and female 2. one who assists the 

clergyman in a liturgical service by performing 

minor duties 3. a devoted follower or attendant: 

assistant  

acrolect: n. - the speech style that is closest to the 

standard form of a language, especially in an area 

where a creole (fusion of two or more languages) is 

spoken  

acrostic: n. - 1. a poem, series of lines, or word 

puzzle in which certain letters, usually the first in 

each line, form a word, phrase, or message. An 

abecedarius is an acrostic in which the first letter of 

each line goes in alphabetical order {example} 2. a 

puzzle shaped like a square grid where letters 

arranged in the square read the same down as they 

do across: word square  

acumen: n. - the ability to quickly make good 

decisions and judgments: insight, intelligence, 

intuition, shrewdness, wisdom  

addax: n. - an antelope that has long spiraling horns 

and lives in desert regions of North Africa  

aerie: n. - 1. the lofty nest of a bird of prey (such as 

a hawk or eagle) 2. any habitation, house, or 

stronghold at a high altitude  

aesthete: n. - 1. one having or pretending to have 

great sensitivity to beauty, as in art or in nature; one 

with an excessive or exaggerated love for beauty in 

nature or in art 2. someone who makes a show of 

possessing great love for art, music, poetry, and so 

on, yet is indifferent toward practical matters  

aetiology: n. - [see: etiology]  

afflatus: n. - 1. a creative inspiration or strong 

creative impulse, such as a poet may experience 2. a 

divine imparting of knowledge, such as a prophet 

may experience: divine inspiration  

affluent: n. (see also adj.) - 1. a person who has 

great material possessions, money, or wealth 2. 

(Geography) a stream or river which flows into a 

larger stream or river: tributary  

agave: n. - any plant of the genus Agave native to 

hot, dry regions of North and South America. They 

have flowers in tall spikes and tough, thick, sword-

shaped, often spiny-margined leaves at the base of 

http://www.affordableafricanhunting.co.za/Children%20of%20Econo%20Game/Images%20children%20of%20econogame/Groot%20fotos/aardwolf.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5f/Abalone.jpg
http://www.robertabarresi.com/abutment.jpg
http://www.flowers-org.com/pictures/acacia-saligna.jpg
http://www.veeriku.tartu.ee/~ppensa/Acacia1.jpg
http://17.media.tumblr.com/mSIbwfieM9j3ljenjE4YD9N8_400.jpg
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the plant. They are grown for ornament, fiber, and food: American aloe, century plant
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(Nouns)                                      agglutination –  almoner 

 

agglutination: n. (see also adj.) - 1. the gluing 

together or uniting of separate elements or objects: 

adhesion 2. a group, clump, or mass formed by the 

gluing together or uniting of separate elements or 

objects: clumped mass 3. the clumping together of 

red blood cells or bacteria, usually in response to a 

particular antibody 5. the adhesion of wound 

surfaces in healing 6. (Linguistics) the process of 

forming compound words, derivatives, or inflections 

by combining simple words or word components 

without alteration; for example, 'disestablishment' 

from 'dis', 'establish', and 'ment'  

agitprop: n. - propaganda, especially propaganda 

spread through literature, drama, music, or art  

agnate sibling: n. - siblings who have only their 

father in common: half-brother, half-sister, agnate 

brother, agnate sister [see also: brother-german, 

sister-german, sibling-german, uterine sibling]  

agraphia: n. - the loss of the ability to write or to 

express thoughts in writing, especially because of a 

brain lesion (damage to the brain due to injury or 

disease)  

ahimsa: n. - (Hinduism, Buddhism & Jainism) a 

doctrine holding that all forms of life are sacred and 

urging the avoidance of violence, including a vow of 

noninjury to all living things in thought, word, or 

deed; in Sanskrit, literally "avoidance of injury" 

(Mahatma Gandhi embraced this concept and greatly 

influenced its spread into the West)  

aikidō: n. - a Japanese martial art similar to judo 

which emphasizes blending with an attack and 

redirecting the attacker's energy, as opposed to 

meeting force with force. Aikidō techniques 

primarily use wrist, joint, and elbow grips to 

immobilize or throw one's opponent. This skill is 

only used as a tool of self defense, never aggression. 

The name combines three Japanese words: ai 

("union," "harmony," "mutual," "together," 

"joining," or "to coordinate"), ki ("spirit," "life 

force" or "breath control"), and dō ("way," "path" or 

"art"). Proponents translate aikidō as "the way of 

unifying ki," "the art of adapting the spirit" or "the 

way of harmony with the spirit of the universe." 

Morihei Ueshiba (1883-1969), a Japanese farmer 

and master martial artist, founded aikidō sometime 

between 1922 and 1931, supposedly after a divine 

revelation. He specifically wanted to create a martial 

art in which a person could defend himself or herself 

without injuring the attacker  

ailurophile: n. - one who loves cats  

ailurophobia: n. - fear of cats  

alacrity: n. - cheerful and speedy enthusiasm; brisk 

eagerness: alertness, celerity, fervor, liveliness, 

promptness, quickness, readiness, vivacity, zeal 

[antonyms: apathy, reluctance, reservation]  

alameda: n. - a public walkway lined with shade 

trees, especially in a park or garden: promenade  

Albion: n. - an ancient name for England or the 

island of Britain -- often used poetically  

alektorophobia: n. - fear of chickens  

alembic: n. - 1. an apparatus formerly used for 

purifying, refining, or distilling liquids, consisting of 

two vessels connected by a tube (the larger container 

is gourd-shaped and is heated from below) {image: 

1, 2} 2. anything that transforms, purifies, or refines  

algorithm: n. - a precise, step-by-step rule or set of 

rules for solving a problem: formula, instructions, 

method, procedure, protocol  

alienist: n. - 1. a psychiatrist who specializes in the 

legal aspects of psychiatry (as determining sanity or 

capacity to stand trial) 2. [archaic] a doctor 

specializing in the treatment of mental illness: 

psychiatrist  

Allâh: n. - (Islam) the Arabic name of the one and 

only God, used among Muslims and Arab 

Christians; in Islam there are 99 descriptive names 

of God (such as ar-Rahman, "the Merciful," and ar-

Rahim, "the Compassionate") but none of these, 

including Allah, are considered proper names. To 

name God would reduce him into a human 

framework. The high number of names express the 

incapacity of man to grasp the total nature of God; 

literally, "the god"  

alliteration: n. - (Rhetoric) the use of the same 

consonant letter or sound at the beginning of 

multiple words in a phrase or a sentence, especially 

at the beginning of each stressed syllable in a line of 

verse, as in "around the rock the ragged rascal ran" 

[see also: assonance, consonance]  

allodoxaphobia: n. - fear of opinions  

alluvial fan: n. - a mass of sand, clay, silt, and so on 

(collectively called alluvium) gradually deposited by 

moving water that widens out like a fan due to 

suddenly slowing down. This occurs when a river or 

stream reaches flatter land (such as a valley, plain, 

or the foot of a mountain) or enters another, larger 

stream. Unlike deltas, alluvial fans are not deposited 

into a lake, ocean, or other body of standing water 

{image}  

alluvium: n. (see also adj.) - particles of rock, clay, 

silt, mud or sand carried by rushing streams and 

deposited where the stream slows down (alluvium 

can also be carried and deposited by glaciers)  

almoner: n. - 1. someone whose job it is to 

distribute alms (money donated to help the poor) on 

behalf of an institution, government, or religious 

group 2. (British) an official in a hospital who

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Alembic.jpg
http://www.hogacompany.com/200L20L.jpg
http://www.rmnp.com/Scenery/RMNP-AlluvialFanFromRainbowCurvesA001.JPG
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(Nouns)                                             alopecia – anaphora 

 

monitors the needs of patients; a social worker in a 

hospital  

alopecia: n. - loss of hair, wool, or feathers: 

baldness 

alpaca: n. - 1. a domesticated mammal in Peru, 

related to the llama and having fine, long wool 

{image} 2. the wool of the animal alpaca, often 

mixed with silk or with cotton {image} 3. a thin, 

glossy fabric of cotton, wool, or rayon made to 

simulate alpaca cloth  

alterity: n. - the quality or state of being radically 

alien to the conscious self or a particular cultural 

orientation: otherness  

amalgam: n. - 1. an alloy of mercury with another 

metal or metals, used especially (with silver) as a 

dental filling 2. a mixture or compound of different 

things: blend, combination  

amaranth: n. (see also adj.) - 1. a plant grown for 

ornament and sometimes as a grain crop or leafy 

vegetable. Its flowers have long drooping heads of 

green, red, or purple 2. according to legend, a flower 

that never fades 3. a synthetic red food dye  

ambergris: n. - a waxy substance secreted by the 

sperm whale and found floating at sea or washed 

ashore (sometimes from sixty to two hundred and 

twenty-five pounds in weight), used in perfume to 

slow down the rate of evaporation  

ambit: n. - 1. an external boundary: circuit, 

circumference, compass, rim 2. the boundaries or 

limits of a district or place 3. an area in which 

something acts, operates, or has power or control: 

extent, orbit, purview, range, reach, scope, sphere, 

sweep  

amicus curiae: n. - (Latin) (Law) a person or group 

who advises the court on legal points, usually 

someone who wants to influence the outcome of a 

lawsuit but is not an actual party involve in the suit. 

For example, the ACLU often submits materials to 

support a person who claims a violation of civil 

rights even though that person is represented by a 

lawyer; literally, "friend of the court"  

amphigory: n. - a meaningless or nonsensical piece 

of writing, often in verse, and especially one 

intended as a parody: nonsense poetry  

ampoule: n. - (also spelled 'ampule') a small, sterile 

bottle or vial (usually of glass, though sometimes 

made of plastic) that is sealed after being filled with 

a liquid substance (such as a person's blood, 

chemicals which react violently when exposed to 

oxygen, or medicine which will later be injected 

through a needle) {image}  

anabasis: n. - 1. a going or marching up; an 

advance, especially a military advance: expedition 2. 

a difficult and dangerous military retreat  

anablephobia: n. - fear of looking up  

anacampserote: n. - something which can bring 

back a long-lost love (originally, an herb said to 

have this ability)  

anadiplosis: n. - (Rhetoric) the repetition of the final 

words of a line or phrase at the beginning of the 

next, as in "He was tormented by fears - fears that 

were soon to be realized" or "Pleasure might cause 

her read, reading might make her know,/ Knowledge 

might pity win, and pity grace obtain..." —Philip 

Sidney  

anagoge: n. - 1. a spiritual or mystical interpretation 

of a word or passage rather than a literal or moral 

one, especially an interpretation that detects 

allusions to heaven or the afterlife in a sacred text 2. 

an allegorical interpretation of a passage in the Bible 

as an allusion to or foreshadowing of people or 

events in the New Testament  

anagram: n. - a word or phrase formed by 

rearranging the letters of another word or phrase (for 

example, ‘meat’ is an anagram of ‘team’ and ‘stain’ 

is an anagram of ‘satin’)  

analgesic: n. (see also adj.) - a medicine used to 

reduce or eliminate pain without the loss of 

consciousness by the patient: anodyne, painkiller, 

salve  

analysand: n. - a person undergoing psychoanalysis  

anamnesis: n. - 1. the act of remembering past 

occurrences in one's life: recollection 2. recalling 

past matters from memory, especially quoting 

someone else's statement from memory 3. 

(Philosophy) Plato's theory concerning the 

restoration of knowledge which had been forgotten 

by the soul in the process of birth: unforgetting 4. 

(Christianity) a prayer during the celebration of 

Communion that recalls or commemorates the death 

and resurrection of Christ 5. the medical or 

psychiatric history of a patient and of his or her 

illness, especially when reconstructed using 

statements by the patient: case history, medical 

record  

anaphora: n. - 1. (Rhetoric) the use of the same 

word or phrase at the beginning of several 

successive clauses, sentences, lines, or verses, as in 

"She didn't speak. She didn't stand. She didn't even 

look up when we came in" or "we cannot dedicate- 

we cannot consecrate-we cannot hallow this ground" 

—Abraham Lincoln [see also: epistrophe] 2. 

(Linguistics) the use of a word to refer back to a 

word used earlier (often a regular grammatical 

substitute, such as a pronoun or the verb 'do'), used 

to avoid repetition. In the sentence "I told Paul to 

close the door and he did so," the clause "he did so" 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/c6/Suri-alpaca.jpg
http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:H7NeB37HHFIiIM:http://i82.photobucket.com/albums/j247/YarnOrATale/Shop%20Fibers/RovingAlpacaWoolSilkFawn.jpg&t=1
http://static-p4.fotolia.com/jpg/00/21/01/75/400_F_21017518_lK8QaAMyEfxWjEgHhFOxwGBQTcH6ji0L.jpg
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(Nouns)                            anaphylactic shock – animism 

 

is an example  

anaphylactic shock: n. - a sudden, severe, 

sometimes fatal allergic reaction that is caused by 

exposure to a foreign substance, such as a drug or 

bee venom, after an initial exposure 

anaphylaxis: n. - hypersensitivity to a substance, 

such as foreign protein or a drug, that occurs after a 

preliminary exposure to it  

anastrophe: n. - (Rhetoric) a change in the normal 

order of words, usually done for the sake of 

emphasis, as in "troubles, everybody's got" instead 

of "everybody's got troubles," or "echoed the hills" 

instead of "the hills echoed"  

anathema: n. - 1. a person or thing that is hated, 

denounced, shunned, or cursed; an object of 

loathing; something or someone despised, especially 

for their evil or contrary ways: abomination, 

adversary, antagonist, enemy, pariah 2. a forceful 

curse or denunciation: ban, curse, damnation, 

denouncement, execration, fulmination, malediction 

3. (Christianity) a formal curse declared by church 

authority which excludes someone from all 

intercourse with the Christian community (this is a 

step beyond excommunication, which simply forbids 

an individual from taking part in Communion and 

other Christian rites)  

anchorite: n. - a person who renounces the world 

and has retired into seclusion for religious reasons: 

eremite, hermit, recluse [antonym: cenobite]  

androphobia: n. - fear of men  

Anemoi: n. - (Greek Mythology) gods of the wind, 

particularly the wind gods of the four cardinal 

directions -- Boreas (the cold, harsh north wind of 

winter), Notus (the stormy south wind of summer 

and autumn), Zephrus (the gentle west wind of 

spring and early summer), and Eurus (the east wind, 

not associated with any season). Lesser Anemoi 

included gods of the northeast, southeast, northwest, 

and southwest winds, the gods of storm winds and 

hurricanes, and the harpies (the spirits of sudden, 

sharp gusts of wind)  

anemophobia: n. - fear of air  

anencephaly: n. - a congenital birth defect that 

develops when the head end of the neural tube (the 

structure which gives rise to the central nervous 

system) fails to close, resulting in the absence of a 

major portion of the brain (especially the forebrain, 

which includes the cerebrum and is necessary for 

thinking and coordination). The remaining brain 

tissue is often exposed; it is not covered by bone or 

skin. Infants born with anencephaly are usually 

blind, deaf, and unconscious. The fetus usually has a 

flat head (if there is any skull at all), a shrunken 

neck (if any), and bulging eyes. Though the lack of a 

functioning cerebrum permanently rules out the 

possibility of ever gaining consciousness, some 

infants with anencephaly may be born with a 

rudimentary brainstem, allowing reflex actions such 

as breathing and responses to sound or touch to 

occur. The disorder is one of the most common 

disorders of the fetal central nervous system. 

Approximately 1,000 to 2,000 babies are born with 

anencephaly each year in the U.S. Anencephaly can 

often be diagnosed before birth through screening of 

the mother's blood for the level of alpha-fetoprotein 

(AFP) and a detailed ultrasound examination. The 

addition of ample vitamin B, folic acid, to the diet of 

women of child-bearing age significantly reduces 

the incidence of neural tube defects (NTDs), 

including both anenchephaly and spina bifida 

(another common and major type of NTD), though it 

is not known why {diagram & fetus} [see also: 

myelomeningocele, spina bifida, spina bifida 

occulta]  

anglophobia: n. - fear of Englishness  

angry fruit salad: n. - slang for a poorly designed 

user interface or Web page that uses too many bright 

colors  

angst: n. - 1. an acute feeling of anxiety or dread 

without a specific cause, often accompanied by 

depression: anguish, distress, fright, gloom, worry 2. 

(Philosophy) a generalized anxiety about the state of 

the world or about personal freedom  

anhedonia: n. - (Psychology/Medicine) the inability 

to experience pleasure, especially during activities 

that usually produce pleasurable feelings. Anhedonia 

is an important and common feature of depression, 

schizophrenia, and some other mental illnesses  

anima: n. - (Latin) literally, "spirit" or "mind" 1. 

(Jungian Psychology) the internal feminine aspect of 

a man's personality [see also: animus] 2. (Jungian 

Psychology) the part of the psyche which is directed 

inwards, in touch with the subconscious; the true 

inner self as opposed to the outer persona [see also: 

persona]  

animadversion: n. - 1. an unfavorable or censorious 

comment, especially a remark meant to criticize or 

reproach someone 2. strong criticism or disapproval; 

the act of criticizing someone else: censure, reproof, 

stricture  

animism: n. - 1. the doctrine that all natural objects 

(including plants and inanimate objects) and the 

universe itself have individual souls or 

consciousness 2. the belief in the existence of spirits 

or souls that can or do exist separately from their 

bodies 3. the hypothesis holding that an immaterial 

or supernatural force (such as spirit) animates and 

organizes the universe 

http://www.anencephalie-info.org/images/med_sketch.gif
http://www-medlib.med.utah.edu/WebPath/PEDHTML/PED031.html
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(Nouns)                                               animus – antimony 

 

animus: n. - (Latin) literally, "mind" or "soul" 1. an 

attitude or feeling that motivates somebody's 

actions; an animating or energizing spirit 2. the 

intention to do something: disposition, purpose 3. a 

feeling or display of animosity or strong dislike: 

antagonism, antipathy, enmity, grudge, hostility, ill 

will, rancor 4. (Jungian Psychology) the internal 

masculine aspect of a woman's personality [see also: 

anima]  

anklebiter: n. - 1. a mocking term for a small child: 

crib lizard, crotchfruit, offspring, rug rat, spawn, 

semen demon 2. (Stock Investment) stock issued 

with a relatively low total market value (less than 

$500 million): small-capitalization stocks [antonym: 

large-capitalization stocks]  

anlage: n. - 1. a fundamental principle, especially 

one which a certain theory is based or founded; the 

foundation of a future development 2. (Biology) the 

initial clustering of embryonic cells from which a 

part or an organ develops: bud, germ, primordium 3. 

(Psychology) a genetic predisposition to a given trait 

or personality characteristic  

annelid: n. - a phylum of invertebrate (spineless) 

organisms with flat bodies that are divided into 

ringlike segments, such as earthworms, leeches, and 

various marine worms: segmented worm  

anniellidae: n. - legless lizards. These creatures are 

distinguished from snakes several ways: they 

possess movable eyelids and external ear openings 

(snakes don't have either), lack broad belly scales 

(which snakes do have, and which gives snakes 

much greater mobility on flat land), and have an 

inflexible jaw (snakes can "unlock" their jaws to 

swallow creatures much broader than themselves). 

Finally, legless lizards have a very long tail (up to 

two thirds their total length) capable of breaking off 

from their body as they attempt to escape a predator 

(while snakes have a long body and short tail which 

cannot be broken off or regrown). The tail left 

behind continues to wriggle, then breaks into smaller 

pieces -- appearing to shatter like glass. Hence, 

anniellidae are often called "glass lizards." The tail 

can break off only once and regeneration can take 

from several months to two years. Also, legless 

lizards and snakes evolved from separate branches 

of the evolutionary tree {image (notice the clear, 

round entrance to its ear just behind its mouth)}  

anodyne: n. (see also adj.) - 1. a medicine or drug 

that relieves pain and suffering, such as aspirin, 

codeine, opium, and morphine: analgesic, painkiller, 

pain pill, salve 2. a source of soothing comfort or 

which relaxes someone  

antanaclasis: n. - (Rhetoric) a form of speech in 

which a key word is repeated and used in a different, 

often contrary, way for a play on words, as in "The 

craft of a politician is to appear before the public 

without craft," or "Your argument is sound...all 

sound" —Benjamin Franklin, or "If you aren't fired 

with enthusiasm, you will be fired with enthusiasm" 

—Vince Lombardi  

anteambulo: n. - (Latin) literally, "walking before" 

or "walking in front of" 1. someone employed to 

conduct others to their seats: doorkeeper, usher 2. 

(Ancient Greece & Rome) a slave, servant, or client 

who walked ahead of his or her master or patron 

through a crowd and compelled people to clear a 

path for him  

anthrophobia: n. - fear of flowers  

antibiotic: n. - a medicine or chemical that can 

destroy or limit the growth of harmful bacteria  

anticholinergic drug: n. - a category of drugs used 

to control stress by inhibiting or blocking the action 

of the neurotransmitter acetylcholine at a receptor 

site on a nerve cell. It can also be used to reduce 

spasms of smooth muscle (for example, spasms of 

the bladder) [see also: anticholinergic (adj.)]  

anti-emetic: n. - a drug or medication which 

prevents nausea and vomitting, used to treat motion 

sickness and the side effect of ill feelings or nausea 

from chemotherapy [antonym: emetic]  

antigram: n. - an anagram which means the 

opposite of the original word or phrase (for example, 

'restful' is the antigram of 'fluster' and ‘real fun’ is 

the antigram of ‘funeral’) [antonym: aptagram]  

antiloquist: n. - one who contradicts or denies; a 

contradictor or opposer  

antimetabole: n. - (Rhetoric) a figure of speech in 

which the same words or ideas are repeated in 

transposed order (AB-BA), as in "I know what I 

like, and like what I know" [see also: chiasmus]  

antimony: n. - a silvery-white, brittle, yet soft 

element which has the appearance and physical 

properties of metal but does not react chemically 

like a metal. Antimony is used in semiconductors, 

batteries, anti-friction alloys, tracer bullets, and 

cable sheathing. Antimony oxide is added to textiles 

and plastics to prevent them from catching fire and 

is also used in paints (especially enamels), ceramics, 

and fireworks. Exposure to high levels of antimony 

can cause symptoms similar to those of arsenic 

poisoning. In small doses, antimony causes 

headache, dizziness, and depression. Larger doses 

cause violent and frequent vomiting, and will lead to 

death in a few days. Antimony is found at low levels 

in some rivers, lakes, and streams. The 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) allows 

0.006 parts of antimony per million parts of drinking 

water (0.006 ppm). Its symbol is Sb and its atomic 

http://www.naturephoto-cz.com/photos/others/legless-lizard-136.jpg
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weight is 120  

antinomianism: n. - 1. a belief held by some 

Protestants that Christians are not bound by 

established laws, especially moral laws, but should 

rely on faith and divine grace for salvation 2. the 

doctrine that moral laws do not apply to Christ 3. the 

notion that certain persons with privileged status do 

not have to obey their own dictates, as in "Do as I 

say, not as I do." 4. the belief that moral laws are 

relative in meaning and application as opposed to 

fixed or universal 5. the belief that once a believer is 

saved, they are not bound to follow moral laws and 

can sin freely, because they are forgiven of past and 

future transgressions  

antiphon: n. - a verse, hymn, psalm, or song to be 

chanted or sung in response during a liturgy  

antiphoner: n. - a book of hymns or psalms sung or 

chanted as a response (antiphon)  

antipode: n. - 1. a direct or diametric opposite; the 

exact opposite 2. something occupying a directly 

opposed position 3. (Chemistry) a molecule whose 

atoms are arranged in a directly opposite manner  

antiquary: n. - an expert or collector of antiquities: 

antiquarian  

antonomasia: n. - 1. the use of a proper name to 

designate a member of a class (as a "Solomon" for a 

"wise ruler") 2. the use of an epithet or title in place 

of a proper name (as "the Bard" for "Shakespeare")  

anuptaphobia: n. - fear of staying single  

apéritif: n. - a small alcoholic drink (often liquor or 

wine) served as an appetizer before a large meal, 

especially when done to stimulate the appetite  

aphagia: n. - 1. the inability to swallow 2. the 

refusal of a person to eat because swallowing is 

painful  

aphasia: n. - partial or total loss of the ability to 

articulate ideas or comprehend spoken or written 

language, resulting from damage to the brain caused 

by injury or disease  

aphelion: n. - the point in the path of a celestial 

body (as a planet) that is farthest from the sun 

[antonym: perihelion]  

aphenphosmphobia: n. - fear of being touched  

aphorism: n. - 1. a concise statement of a principle 

2. a short, pithy, instructive saying: adage  

aplomb: n. - assurance of manner or of action: 

confidence, coolness, poise, sang-froid, self-

assurance, self-possession, sureness  

apogee: n. - 1. the farthest or highest point: 

culmination 2. the point in the orbit of the moon or 

of an artificial satellite that is at the greatest distance 

from the center of the earth [antonym: perigee]  

apologia: n. - a formal (usually written) defense or 

justification of a belief, theory, policy, or action; 

formerly referred to as an apology  

apologism: n. - (Philosophy) the belief that it is 

wrong for humans to alter the natural conditions of 

life. It is opposed to the idea that absolute "progress" 

is a desirable goal for human effort. For example, 

Social Darwinists who defended the "natural laws" 

of the economy selecting for the "fittist" individuals 

to survive and succeed were following apologism, 

while people who favored aiding the poor and 

incapacitated through welfare were following 

meliorism (which is the belief that human effort 

brings social progress) [antonym: meliorism]  

apologist: n. - somebody who argues in defense or 

justification of a controversial doctrine, policy, 

belief, or institution  

apophasis: n. - an ironic rhetorical device where the 

speaker or writer emphasizes a fact by saying that it 

will not be mentioned, or invokes a subject by 

denying that it should be invoked (can relate to 

positive or negative qualities); such as, "I will not 

bring up the question of age now that you are forty," 

and "She is talented, not to mention rich.": 

cataphasis, paralipsis, preterition  

apophatism: n. - the religious belief that God 

cannot be known but is completely 'other' and must 

be described in negative terms (in terms of what 

God is not: God is not ignorant, God is not a 

creation, God is not subject to the rules of space or 

time, God is not knowable, God's essence cannot be 

spoken of, etc.) [antonym: cataphatism] apoptosis: 

n. - a process in which mechanisms within a cell 

trigger its own destruction without releasing harmful 

substances into the surrounding area. This is 

necessary in order to make room for new cell growth 

and to rid the body of old, unnecessary, and 

unhealthy cells. The human body replaces perhaps a 

million cells a second. When this process does not 

work right, diseased cells that should be eliminated 

may hang around and develop into cancer or 

leukemia. When apoptosis works overly well, it kills 

too many cells and inflicts grave tissue damage, 

such as in strokes and neurodegenerative disorders 

such as Alzheimer, Huntington and Parkinson 

diseases: cell suicide, programmed cell death  

apotheosis: n. - 1. elevation to divine status: 

deification 2. the perfect example: quintessence  

appellate court: n. - a court with the power to 

review and reverse the decisions of lower courts: 

court of appeals  

appendectomy: n. - surgical removal of the 

vermiform appendix  

apposition: n. - 1. the position of two things that are 

next to each other: collocation, juxtaposition 2. 

(Rhetoric) a grammatical relationship in which a 
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(Nouns)                                                 apraxia – asperity 

 

word or phrase is placed next to another in order to 

qualify or explain it. In the sentence "My son, an 

actor, lives with me," the phrase "My son, an actor" 

is an example of apposition 3. (Physiology) growth 

of a cell wall in which layers of material are 

deposited onto already existing ones  

apraxia: n. - a mental disorder where one is unable 

to perform purposeful, coordinated movements or 

manipulate objects, but is not suffering from 

paralysis or damage to muscles, bone, or sensory 

organs  

aptagram: n. - an anagram in which the new word 

or phrase has a similar meaning to the original word 

(for example, "moon starer" is an aptagram of 

"astronomer" and "dirty room" is an aptagram of 

"dormitory") [antonym: antigram]  

arabesque: n. (see also adj.) - 1. an ornamental style 

that employs flowers, leaves, fruit, curves, geometric 

patterns, and sometimes animal and human outlines 

to produce an intricate pattern of interlaced lines 2. 

an elaborate or intricate pattern, especially a 

spiraling, undulating, or serpentine line or linear 

motif 3. a piece of classical music characterized by 

decoratively ornate, fanciful melodies, especially 

one written for solo piano 4. (Ballet) a posture in 

which the body is bent forward from the hip on one 

leg with one arm extended forward and the other 

arm and leg backward  

arachibutyrophobia: n. - fear of peanut butter 

sticking to the roof of the mouth  

arachnoid: n. (see also adj.) - (Anatomy) the middle 

of the three membranes (meninges) that surround the 

brain and spinal cord (so-called because it looks like 

a cobweb) [see also: dura mater, pia mater]  

arbalest: n. - a large medieval crossbow with a steel 

bow, used to shoot stones, metal balls, arrows, and 

other missiles. Due to its structure allowing superior 

leverage, its short arrows were shot with greater 

power than the longer arrows of the longbow 

{image}  

Areopagus: n. - a hill in ancient Athens where the 

highest judicial and legislative assembly met  

argot: n. - an often more or less secret vocabulary 

and idiom peculiar to a particular group: jargon, 

lingo  

argy-bargy: n. - (British) 1. a passionate or loud 

argument or fight 2. animated or noisy fighting; 

heated arguing  

armillary sphere: n. - an early astronomical model 

made of fixed and movable rings encircling a central 

sphere, representing the Earth and various circles of 

the heavens surrounding it (such as the equator, the 

meridian, and the ecliptic path, as well as rings 

depicting the supposed path of the Sun, the Moon, 

and the stars). It was used in both the ancient Greek 

and Arab civilizations. It was used as early as the 

third century BCE as both a teaching instrument and 

an observational tool. In the 17th and 18th centuries, 

armillary spheres were used to show the difference 

between an Earth-centered system (Ptolemaic 

theory) and a Sun-centered system (Copernican 

theory) of the planets {image: 1, 2} [see also: 

astrolabe]  

arras: n. - a wall hanging or curtain of heavy 

handwoven fabric with pictorial designs, especially 

one of Flemish origin: tapestry  

arthropod: n. - an invertebrate animal that has 

jointed limbs, a segmented body, and an exoskeleton 

made of chitin; this phylum includes insects, 

arachnids (spiders), myriapods (centipedes and 

millipedes), and crustaceans (crabs, lobster, etc.)  

asafetida: n. - a brownish, bitter, foul-smelling gum 

resin or juice obtained from the roots of several 

plants (from Persia and the East Indies) in the 

parsley family, formerly used in medicine as an 

antispasmodic  

asceticism: n. - the doctrine that a life of extreme 

self-denial, harsh discipline, abstention from 

pleasure or comfort, non-indulgence, chastity and 

austerity will release the soul from bondage to the 

body and permit union with the divine  

Ashkenazi: n. - (Judaism) a member of the branch 

of European Jews, historically Yiddish-speaking, 

who settled in central and northern Europe [see also: 

Sephardim]  

ashram: n. - (Hinduism) 1. a secluded retreat where 

a Hindu guru instructs a group of disciples in the 

practice of yoga and other Hindu disciplines. 

Children are often sent there to be educated 2. a 

commune or communal house whose members share 

spiritual goals and practices  

Asperger's Syndrome: n. - a mild autistic disorder 

characterized by awkwardness in social interaction, 

delayed motor milestones (clumsiness), a 

pretentiously scholarly vocabulary, repetitive 

behavior patterns, preoccupation with very narrow 

interests, and sometimes highly above average 

performance in a narrow field. However, basic 

language skills, cognitive function, and self-help 

skills do not suffer delayed development  

asperity: n. - 1. something that is hard to endure 

because of its harshness or severity: hardship, rigor 

2. the quality of being severe in the way that you 

speak and behave: acrimony, brusqueness, gruffness, 

harshness, ill temper, inflexibility, irritability, 

roughness, severity, sharpness, strictness 3. the 

roughness of a surface: bumpiness, unevenness 4. 

roughness or harshness, as of sound or

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Arbalest_%28PSF%29.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3c/EB1711_Armillary_Sphere.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/archive/8/82/20061111204253%21Armillary_sphere.png
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(Nouns)                                              aspersion –  aureole 

 

of a climate 5. a tiny projection from a surface; a 

point or bump 6. (Earthquakes) an area on a fault 

that is stuck, often where the earthquake rupture 

begins  

aspersion: n. - 1. a damaging or derogatory remark: 

slander 2. the act of defaming or slandering 3. a 

sprinkling with water, especially in religious 

ceremonies  

assonance: n. - (Rhetoric) a style of rhyme in which 

the same vowel sounds are used with different 

consonants in the stressed syllables of the two or 

more words, as in 'penitent' and 'reticence' [see also: 

alliteration, consonance]  

asthenia: n. - an abnormal loss of strength or 

energy: debility, weakness  

astrolabe: n. - a small instrument used by ancient 

Greeks and Arabs to measure the altitude of stars, 

planets, the moon, and the sun. A simple astrolabe 

was a circular disk of wood or metal with the rim 

marked off in 360 degrees. Usually, there were two 

or more calibrated disks, each of which could rotate 

independently. Users took readings from a pointer 

that pivoted around the center like the hand of a 

clock. The sailor's (or mariner's) astrolabe was a 

simple device for determining one's approximate 

latitude (but not longitude, and therefore not one's 

exact location) while on a swaying ship. Elaborate 

astrolabes bore a star map, a circle with the signs of 

the zodiac, and various other useful or decorative 

features. Until 1767 (when it was replaced with the 

sextant), it was used by astronomers, navigators, and 

astrologers as a star-chart, compass, clock, and 

calendar {images: 1, 2, 3, mariner's astrolabe} 

[see also: armillary sphere]  

asymptote: n. - 1. (Mathematics) a line that draws 

increasingly nearer to a curve without ever meeting 

it (usually, a curve approaching infinity), especially 

when graphing a function in calculus. Sometimes 

aspymtotes can also be curved; a straight line that is 

the limiting value of a curve; a line whose distance 

to a given curve tends to zero {image} 2. the point 

at which a population reaches numerical stability, 

when the number of individual people, creatures, 

plants, etc. is neither growing nor shrinking  

asynchrony: n. - the relation that exists when things 

occur at unrelated times; lack of temporal 

concurrence; absence of synchronism  

asyndeton: n. - (Rhetoric) a stylistic scheme in 

which conjunctions are deliberately omitted from a 

sentence in which they would normally be used to 

coordinate a series of words or phrases, as in “He 

has provided the poor with jobs, with opportunity, 

with self-respect.” Often this is done to punctuate 

the statement's rhythm or to emphasize strong 

feeling [antonym: polysyndeton]  

atavism: n. (see also adj.) - 1. the recurrence of a 

genetic feature that has been absent for several 

generations; the appearance in an individual of 

characteristics presumed to have been present in 

some remote ancestor; reversion to an earlier 

biologic type: throwback 2. the recurrence of or 

return to a previous style, manner, outlook, 

approach, or behavior after a period of absence: 

throwback  

ataxia: n. - the loss of full control over one's bodily 

movements, symptomatic of some nervous 

disorders; lack of voluntary muscle control or 

coordination; unsteady movements and a staggering 

gait  

ataxophobia: n. - fear of disorder or untidiness  

atelier: n. - a workshop or studio, especially for an 

artist or designer  

atelophobia: n. - fear of imperfection  

athazagoraphobia: n. - fear of being ignored or 

forgotten  

atheling: n. - among the ancient Anglo-Saxons, a 

nobleman or prince -- especially one eligible to 

become king  

atlatl: n. - a rod, board or wooden shaft fitted with a 

projection (as a hook, thong or socket) at the rear 

end used to steady the butt of a spear or dart during 

the throwing motion until the weapon is released. 

This device usually has finger grips at one end, 

where stones were often fastened for added weight. 

It functions as an artificial extension of the thrower's 

arm, giving him increased leverage and range and 

allowing him to hurl a spear accurately a much 

greater distance than he could by unaided hand. 

Such spear throwers were used in Europe during the 

Palaeolithic era and throughout the New World in 

pre-Columbian times prior to the appearance of the 

bow and arrow, most notably by the Aztecs and in 

western North America from about 6500 BC till 500 

AD. A similar device was used in the Arctic and in 

Australia, where it is called a woomera {images: 1 

& 2}  

aubergine: n. - 1. (Brit.) an egg-shaped fruit having 

shiny skin, typically dark purple but occasionally 

white or yellow, often cooked and eaten as a 

vegetable: brinjal, eggplant, garden egg, mad apple 

{image} 2. (Brit.) a hairy upright herb native to 

southeastern Asia but widely cultivated for its large 

glossy edible fruit commonly used as a vegetable: 

eggplant bush 3. (U.S.) a dark reddish-purple or 

blackish-purple color  

aulophobia: n. - fear of flutes  

http://astrolabe-visions-du-monde.chez-alice.fr/astrolabe.JPG
http://www.sunymaritime.edu/stephenblucelibrary/images/astrolabe_5.jpg.jpg
http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/25100/25160/astrolabe_25160_lg.gif
http://www-ah.st-andrews.ac.uk/mgstud/reflect/pics/astro.jpg
http://www.icoachmath.com/SiteMap/images/clip_image001_012.gif
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d5/Atlatl.png
http://rla.unc.edu/lessons/Lesson/L301/Atlatl2.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a6/Aubergines.jpg
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aureole: n. - 1. a radiance encircling the head or body, as in religious paintings: halo 2. the 



 

 

 

108 

(Nouns)                           auroraphobia – ballast resistor 

 

illuminated area around the sun, etc., as when seen 

in a mist or during an eclipse; the sun's corona  

auroraphobia: n. - fear of the Northern Lights  

auscultation: n. - the act of listening to sounds 

arising within organs (as the lungs) as an aid to 

diagnosis and treatment  

autodidact: n. - one who is self-taught  

automatonophobia: n. - fear of wax statues  

autophobia: n. - fear of being oneself  

axiom: n. - 1. a self-evident, necessary, or 

universally recognized truth that requires no proof; a 

proposition whose truth is so evident at first sight 

that no reasoning or demonstration can make it 

plainer: postulate 2. (Logic & Mathematics) a 

proposition that is not susceptible to proof or 

disproof, whose truth is assumed to be self-evident, 

usually for the sake of studying the consequences 

that follow from it 3. a saying that widely accepted 

on its own merits: maxim 4. an established rule or 

law; a universally accepted principle  

axiomatization: n. - (Mathematics) the process of 

defining or creating a system of axioms (self-evident 

truths) from which mathematical theories can be 

derived  

axolotl: n. - any of several salamanders of mountain 

lakes of Mexico and the western U.S. that often 

retains its external gills as an adult  

ayatollah: n. - (Islam) a high-ranking Shiite leader 

in Iran who is a prominent scholar on religious law 

and its interpretation and who has political power as 

well; literally, "sign of God"  

azimuth: n. - 1. (Navigation & Astronomy) an angle 

measured from some reference point on a circle 

(usually north or south) clockwise along the horizon. 

When starting from north, an object that is due north 

has an azimuth of 0 degrees. If due east, its azimuth 

is 90 degrees. If due west, its azimuth is 270 

degrees, etc. Azimuth is used with altitude (height) 

to describe the position of a star in the sky {image} 

2. in a tape deck, the angular relationship between 

the head gap and the tape path, which must be 

perfectly aligned at 90 degrees in order for the tape 

to play smoothly and correctly  

Baal Shem Tov: n. - a Jewish mystic who founded 

Hasidism, which asserted that even a simple, 

uneducated peasant could approach God and 

emphasized prayer, the observance of 

commandments, and ecstatic, personal mystical 

experiences; literally, "Master of the Good Name"  

Babbitt: n. - a business or professional man who 

conforms unthinkingly to prevailing middle-class 

standards  

bacteriophage: n. - a virus that infects bacteria. 

Like other viruses, bacteriophages (also called 

simply "phages") contain either RNA or DNA, but 

never both. The phage injects its genetic material 

into a bacteria cell, then uses the cell's RNA to 

reproduce itself. Eventually, this leads to rupture of 

the bacterial cell wall, typically releasing 100 to 200 

new viruses. Some bacteriophages, however, remain 

dormant for a long time after forcing their genetic 

material into their host. For this reason, altered 

phages have become important tools for genetic 

engineers (such as those doing cloning research)  

Bactrian camel: n. - a (usually domesticated) two-

humped camel, originally from the cold deserts 

central Asia but now found only in the Gobi Desert  

badinage: n. - a light, playful talk: banter, drollery, 

gibe, jesting, joke, mockery, raillery, repartee, 

retort, ripping, wisecrack, witticism  

bagatelle: n. - 1. a thing of little or no importance: 

trifle 2. a short, light musical or literary piece 3. a 

game played with a cue and balls on an oblong table 

having cups or arches at one end  

Bahá'ísm: n. - a religion founded in Iran in 1863 by 

Bahá'u'lláh. It incorporates Christian and Islamic 

tenets, emphasizes the spiritual unity of all 

humankind, has no public rituals or sacraments, and 

praying is done in private. Many adherents live in 

the United States  

baldachin: n. - 1. a cloth canopy supported at each 

corner by a pole and carried over a venerated person 

or a sacred object in a religious procession, 

especially the Holy Sacrament in Roman Catholic 

processions 2. a ceremonial canopy of cloth or stone 

over an altar, shrine, throne, pulpit, or doorway, 

especially in a Christian church 3. a rich 

embroidered fabric of silk and gold  

balderdash: n. - senseless talk or writing: nonsense  

balestra: n. - (Fencing) an attack where a fencer 

makes a jump toward the opponent followed 

immediately by a lunge  

ballast: n. (see also v.) - 1. heavy material carried in 

the hold of a ship (especially one that has no cargo), 

in the keel of a sailing boat, or in the gondola of a 

hot air balloon, to give the craft increased stability 

and to prevent capsizing 2. anything that serves no 

particular purpose except to give bulk or weight to 

something or that provides additional stability 3. 

anything that gives mental, moral, or political 

stability or steadiness 4. gravel, broken stone, or slag 

used to form the base of a railway track or road to 

give stability, provide drainage, and distribute loads 

5. gravel used in making concrete and in earthworks 

6. a circuit that maintains the current flow in a 

fluorescent or mercury lamp at the desired constant 

value 

ballast resistor: n. - (Electronics) a device that

http://www.nmm.ac.uk/upload/img/altaz-star2.jpg
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maintains the current in a circuit at a constant value 

by varying its resistance in order to counteract 

changes in voltage or temperature: barretter  

baluster: n. - 1. one of the upright, usually rounded 

or vase-shaped supports of a handrail, as found on 

the side of a staircase: column, leg, pilaster, pillar, 

post, stem 2. an upright support, such as a furniture 

leg, having a similar shape 3. a railing, as along a 

path or stairway: balustrade, banister, handrail  

balustrade: n. - 1. a row of balusters topped by a 

rail 2. a low parapet or barrier  

banshee: n. - a female spirit believed to wail outside 

a house as a warning that a death will occur soon in 

the family  

baraka: n. - (Arabic) a spiritual power or divine 

blessing believed to be possessed by certain holy 

people, sacred objects, tombs, shrines, etc. It can be 

transferred between two people or between an object 

and a person  

barbican: n. - an outer defensive work, especially a 

tower at a gate or bridge  

bardolater: n. - a person who idolizes Shakespeare  

baronet: n. - a commoner (not a member of the 

peerage) who holds the lowest hereditary British 

title of honor, ranked below the barons but above 

most orders of knighthood  

barophobia: n. - fear of gravity  

barretter: n. - (Electronics) a resistor inserted into a 

circuit that maintains the current in a circuit at a 

constant value by varying its resistance in order to 

counteract changes in voltage or temperature: ballast 

resistor  

barrister: n. - 1. (Great Britain) a lawyer who is a 

member of one of the Inns of Court and who is 

qualified to represent clients in the higher law courts 

in England and Wales. Most specialize in certain 

areas of the law in order to advise clients referred to 

them 2. (Canada) a lawyer who represents clients in 

any court  

bastion: n. - 1. a projecting part of a fortification 2. 

a fortified area or position 3. something that is 

considered a stronghold: bulwark  

battlement: n. - a parapet with open spaces for 

shooting, such as you often see built on top of a 

castle wall, tower, or fort  

belladonna: n. - 1. a poisonous herb native to 

Europe and Asia having bell-shaped flowers of 

purplish-brown or green, glossy black berries, and 

roots and leaves that yield atropine: deadly 

nightshade {flowers, berries} 2. a medicinal drug 

made from the extremely poisonous belladonna 

plant: atropine, deadly nightshade  

bellwether: n. - 1. a male sheep, usually wearing a 

bell, that leads the flock 2. a leader, especially of a 

sheep-like crowd 3. anything suggesting the general 

tendency or direction of events, style, etc.  

belonephobia: n. - fear of pins and needles  

belvedere: n. - 1. a roofed structure, especially a 

small pavilion or tower on top of a building, situated 

so as to command a wide scenic view 2. a densely 

branched Eurasian plant with foliage which turns 

purple-red in autumn: burning bush, fire bush, 

summer cypress  

bench trial: n. - (U.S. Law) a trial decided by a 

judge (who sits on a "bench") rather than a jury. 

Most civil trials are bench trials unless a party 

requests a jury. but a criminal bench trial will only 

occur if the defendant waives their right to a jury: 

court trial  

benison: n. - a spoken blessing: benediction  

Beowulf: n. - an inexpensive supercomputer created 

by clustering off-the-shelf personal computer 

components linked by a high-speed network and 

powered by Linux. Each of the networked 

computers executes a portion of the program in 

parallel. The term originated with the Beowulf 

Project at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center. 

{Penny-pinching Hrothgar solved his problem of 

calculating the taxes for international Heorot 

Corporation by using Beowulf clusters: Each PC on 

the network was responsible for one line of the 1040 

form and schedules; however, one part of the Linux 

code accidentally lopped off the revenues from the 

Grendel Conglomerate.}  

berserker: n. - one of the ancient Norse warriors 

who had sworn allegiance to the sky god Odin. They 

were legendary for working themselves into a frenzy 

(perhaps involving hallucinogenic mushrooms or 

massive amounts of alcohol) before a battle and 

fighting with reckless savagery and insane fury, 

regardless of wounds. They were said to have fought 

wearing the skin of bears or wolves, or possibly 

unarmored; literally, "bear shirt (wearer)" [see also: 

berserk (adj. & adv.)]  

bete noire: n. - something or someone particularly 

detested or avoided: bugbear  

bibelot: n. - a small household ornament or 

decorative object: gewgaw, gimcrack, trinket  

bibliotherapy: n. - a form of supportive 

psychotherapy in which carefully selected reading 

materials are used to assist a subject in solving 

personal mental or emotional problems; a form of 

therapy or self-help that uses books as therapeutic 

tools  

bidet: n. - 1. a fixture similar in design to a toilet 

that is straddled for bathing the genitals and the 

posterior parts: sitz bath 2. a small horse formerly 

allowed to each trooper or dragoon for carrying his 

http://hortiplex.gardenweb.com/plants/jour/p/23/gw1001523/58849993760020.jpeg
http://www.giftinfo.uni-mainz.de/Italiano/images/pflanzen/Atropa_belladonna_Tollk_2.gif
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baggage  

bifurcation: n. - a forking, or division into two 

branches  

Big Blue: n. - slang for IBM, which uses blue as its 

corporate color  

bildungsroman: n. - (German) a novel about the 

childhood and early adolescence of a character's life, 

with special attention paid to his or her moral, 

psychological, and intellectual development; 

literally, "education-novel" [see also: 

künstlerroman] 

bilker: n. (see also v.) - 1. a person who cheats or 

swindles someone else 2. a person who hinders or 

prevents the efforts, plans, or desires of someone 

else 3. a person who avoids paying a debt to 

someone else 4. a person who escapes from 

someone or something 5. (Cribbage) a person who 

balks or spoils their opponent's crib score  

billabong: n. - an Australian native term, from billa 

(water) + bong (dead), for a backwater channel 

forming a lagoon or pool  

billet: n. (see also v.) - 1. a civilian house where 

soldiers are lodged temporarily 2. an official order 

stating that a householder has to provide temporary 

living quarters for a member of the armed forces 3. a 

short, thick piece of wood, especially firewood 4. 

(Metallurgy) a small bar of iron or steel in 

semifinished state in need of further processing 5. an 

employment position, together with its tasks: job 6. 

one of a series of regularly spaced, log-shaped 

segments used horizontally as ornamentation in the 

moldings of Norman architecture  

billet-doux: n. - a love letter  

billingsgate: n. - coarsely abusive, foul, or profane 

language  

bill of attainder: n. - (Law) a legislative act which 

pronounces someone guilty of a crime and punishes 

them without a trial, particularly a felony such as 

treason. Article I, Section 9 of the U.S. Constitution 

prohibits any state or federal legislature from issuing 

a bill of attainder  

biloquist: n. - a person with power to speak in two 

distinct voices  

biome: n. - a large community of plants and animals 

that occupies a distinct region, often determined by 

local climate and soil conditions. The earth contains 

ten biomes: deserts, savannas, grasslands, montanes, 

temperate forests, taigas, tundras, tropical rain 

forests, tropical dry forests, and islands. The two 

basic water biomes are freshwater and saltwater 

regions: bioclimatic zone  

bionics: n. - 1. using knowledge of human biology 

and other systems in nature, such as the ability of 

plants to store solar energy or the aerodynamic 

design of bird wings, as a model for designing better 

machines 2. the use of electronic devices to replace 

damaged limbs and organs  

biopsy: n. - an examination of tissues or liquids 

taken from a living person in order to determine the 

presence, cause, or extent of a disease  

bivouac: n. - an encampment for the night, usually 

under little or no shelter  

blackguard: n. - 1. a thoroughly dishonest, 

unprincipled, contemptible person: cad, devil, rogue, 

scoundrel, vagrant, villain 2. a foul-mouthed or 

verbally abusive person  

blandishment: n. - speech or action that flatters and 

tends to coax, entice, or persuade: allurement  

blenk: n. (see also v.) - a cheerful glance  

Blue Laws: n. - state or local laws which rigorously 

prohibit certain activities (working, commercial 

activity, entertainment, sports, drinking alcohol) on 

Sunday to honor the Christian Sabbath. They were 

first employed during the 18th century in the Puritan 

town of New Haven, Connecticut. "Blue" was slang 

for puritanical. In most cases blue laws have been 

repealed, but vestiges remain at least informally  

bluster: n. (see also v.) - 1. a violent, boisterous 

blowing 2. violent commotion 3. loudly boastful or 

threatening speech  

bokeh: n. -- (Photography) the part of a photograph 

which appears blurred, foggy, smudged, or out-of-

focus -- often used in portraiture when a smooth 

background is needed to draw attention to the 

sharply in-focus subject of the image  

bon vivant: n. - somebody who enjoys the luxuries 

in life, especially good food and wine  

bonhomie: n. - good nature; pleasant and easy 

manner  

booboisie: n. - a class of people regarded as stupid 

or foolish  

boodle: n. - 1. a collection or lot of persons or 

things: caboodle 2. bribe money 3. a large amount, 

especially of money  

borborygmus: n. - the rumbling sounds made by 

moving gases in the stomach and intestine  

bordello: n. - a building where prostitutes are 

available; a house of prostitution: brothel, cathouse, 

house of ill repute, whorehouse  

boskage: n. - a mass of trees or shrubs: thicket  

botox: n. - a toxin derived from botulinum toxin 

Type A which has been used in the United States 

since 1990 to treat wrinkes around the eyes and 

mouth. It is also used to treat dystonia, a 

neurological disorder which causes muscle 

spasming. Botox stops nerve impulses from reaching 

nerve endings in the location where it is injected. 

Botox injections can take 5-10 days to kick in, and 
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may only last anywhere from a few weeks to a 

month once new nerve endings start growing back  

boulevardier: n. - 1. a frequenter of city boulevards, 

especially in Paris 2. a sophisticated, worldly, and 

socially active man; a man who frequents 

fashionable places: man-about-town  

bouleversement: n. - complete overthrow; a turning 

upside down: reversal  

bovarism: n. - 1. the distance between the way the 

world actually is and how an individual perceives it, 

regardless of whether or not the differences are 

intentional: (a) the act of engaging in a romantic 

escape from reality (b) mankind's ability to conceive 

reality other than it actually is, often a tragic mistake 

or character flaw in literature 2. the domination of an 

exaggerated, glamorized, or romantic view of 

oneself, especially when it causes problems in 

dealing with reality (from the title character of 

Gustave Flaubert's novel Madame Bovary): 

conceitedness  

bowsprit: n. - a stout rounded pole of wood or metal 

used to support rigging that projects forward from 

the bow (front) of a boat, to which the stays (heavy 

rope or wire support cables) of the foremast (the 

main mast near the front of the ship) are fastened: 

spar {diagram, photo}  

breviary: n. - 1. (Roman Catholic Church) a 

liturgical book containing the public or canonical 

prayers, hymns, the Psalms, readings, and notations 

for everyday use, especially the hourly prayers 

recited daily by certain priests and members of 

religious orders. Before the advent of printing, 

breviaries were written by hand and were often 

richly decorated with initials and miniature 

illustrations telling stories in the lives of Christ or 

the saints, or stories from the Bible 2. a brief account 

or summary: abridgment, compend  

bricolage: n. - a creation, especially a work of art, 

seemingly improvised out of available materials; 

something constructed or made up of whatever 

materials happened to be on hand at the time  

brigandage: n. - a robber or bandit, especially one 

belonging to an outlaw band: thief  

brinjal : n. - 1. (S. Afr.) an egg-shaped fruit having 

shiny skin, typically dark purple but occasionally 

white or yellow, often cooked and eaten as a 

vegetable: aubergine, eggplant, garden egg, mad 

apple {image} 2. (S. Afr.) a hairy upright herb 

native to southeastern Asia but widely cultivated for 

its large glossy edible fruit commonly used as a 

vegetable: eggplant bush  

brio: n. - enthusiastic vigor: liveliness, spirit, 

vivacity  

brocade: n. - 1. a rich oriental silk fabric with raised 

patterns in gold and silver 2. a fabric characterized 

by raised designs  

bromidrophobia: n. - fear of body smells  

brother-german: n. - a brother of someone who has 

both the same mother and the same father: full 

brother [see also: sister-german, sibling-german, 

agnate sibling, uterine sibling]  

Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR): n. - a .30-

caliber air-cooled, automatic or semiautomatic, 

magazine-fed rifle, operated by gas pressure, 

weighing 20 pounds, capable of firing between 200 

and 350 rounds per minute with an effective range 

of 600 m (2,000 ft), often provided with a rest for 

the barrel, used by U.S. troops in World Wars I and 

II and the Korean War {image}  

busker: n. - a person who entertains (as by playing 

music) in public places 

buss: n. (see also v.) - 1. a kiss, especially if rude or 

playful; a smack: osculation 2. a small strong vessel 

with two masts and two cabins 

cabal: n. (see also v.) - 1. a secret group of 

conspirators or plotters which seeks power through 

intrigue, particularly one formed for political 

purposes: camarilla, faction, junta 2. a plot to carry 

out some harmful or illegal act (especially a political 

plot): conspiracy 3. an exclusive group of people: 

clique  

cachinnation: n. (see also v.) - loud or immoderate 

laughter  

cacophobia: n. - fear of ugliness  

cacophony: n. - harsh or discordant sound, 

especially in words or phrases: dissonance  

cadre: n. - 1. a core of trained personnel around 

which an organization is formed 2. a cell of 

indoctrinated leaders active in promoting the 

interests of a revolutionary party 3. a member of a 

tightly knit organization or revolutionary party 4. a 

framework upon which a larger entity can be built: 

scheme  

caduceus: n. - 1. (Mythology) the official staff or 

wand of Hermes or Mercury, the messenger of the 

gods. Originally said to be a herald's staff of olive 

wood, it was later fabled to have two serpents coiled 

about it and two wings at the top 2. an insignia 

modeled on Hermes's staff and used as the symbol 

of the medical profession 3. a herald's wand or staff, 

especially in ancient times  

caesura: n. - 1. a metrical break in a verse occurring 

in the middle of a foot and indicated in scanning by 

a double vertical line (eg. “The prop | er stud | y || of 

| mankind | is man.” -- Alexander Pope, An Essay on 

Man) 2. any break, pause, or interruption (as in 

conversation)

http://www.classicmarine.co.uk/Articles/article_bowsprit.gif
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0c/Falls_of_Clyde_bowsprit.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a6/Aubergines.jpg
http://www.rt66.com/~korteng/SmallArms/images/barnom.jpg
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caftan: n. - 1. a full-length garment with elbow-

length or long sleeves, worn chiefly in eastern 

Mediterranean countries 2. a westernized version of 

this garment consisting of a loose, usually brightly 

colored waist-length or ankle-length tunic  

cairn: n. - 1. a pile of rough stones raised to mark a 

spot for walkers and climbers or as a memorial to 

someone who died or was buried at that spot: 

barrow, burial mound, tumulus 2. (Cairn) a small 

terrier with a shaggy, rough coat of hair, originally 

bred in Scotland  

Caldecott Award: n. - the award annually given by 

the American Library Association to the artist of the 

most distinguished picture book for children 

published in the United States during the preceding 

year, restricted to artists who are citizens or 

residents of the U.S. [see also: Newbery Award]  

caldera: n. - a large crater where there used to be a 

volcano, caused by a major eruption followed by the 

collapse of the volcano's cone into a depression 

shaped like a wide bowl. This happens because too 

much of the magma underneath is lost for the cone 

to remain supported. A caldera is typically much 

wider than the volcano opening from which it was 

formed. Later, minor eruptions may build small 

cones on its floor. Some caldera fill with water, as 

did Crater Lake in Oregon  

caliber: n. - 1. the degree of someone's ability, 

intelligence, merit, or character: quality 2. the 

internal diameter of a pipe, cylinder, or the barrel of 

a firearm 3. the external diameter of a projectile such 

as a bullet or a shell  

caligynephobia: n. - fear of beautiful women  

caliph: n. - (Islam) the civil and religious leader of 

Islam for Sunni Muslims (but rejected by Shiites), 

considered to be the successor of Muhammad, a 

representative of Allâh on earth, and by tradition 

always male; from Arabic khalifah, literally 

"successor"  

calligraphy: n. - 1. highly decorative handwriting 2. 

the art of writing beautifully using special pens or 

brushes 2. a script written with a brush (especially 

Chinese, Japanese, or Arabic writing) that is highly 

valued for its elegant and artistic style  

callithump: n. - a noisy, boisterous band or parade  

calumet: n. - a highly ornamented ceremonial pipe 

of the American Indians  

calumny: n. - 1. the act of uttering false charges or 

misrepresentations maliciously designed to damage 

another's reputation 2. a lie or misrepresentation 

intended to blacken another's reputation  

camarilla: n. - a group of unofficial, private or 

secret advisers to a person of authority, especially 

such a group involved in intrigues and secret plots: 

cabal, clique, faction, junta  

camion: n. - 1. a large truck designed to carry heavy 

loads, usually without sides: lorry 2. a flat, low, 

heavy horse cart without sides, used for haulage: 

dray 3. a bus  

camphor: n. - a strong-smelling resin obtained from 

the wood or leaves of the camphor tree, then 

synthesized and used for a variety of purposes, 

inlcuding: as an insect repellent, in creams to relieve 

mild pain and itching, and in the manufacture of 

celluloid film, plastics, and explosives  

canard: n. - 1. a deliberately false report or rumor, 

especially something silly or derogatory intended as 

a joke; an unfounded rumour or story: fabrication, 

hoax 2. (Computing) a mistaken and confused belief 

3. (Cooking) a duck intended or used for food 4. a 

set of small, fixed or variable wings in front of the 

main wings near the nose of an aircraft, attached in 

order to create extra horizontal stability {image: see 

definition 5} 5. an aircraft whose horizontal 

stabilizing surfaces are closer to the front of the 

plane than the main wing, rather than behind the 

main wing, which is currently common (it was 

named a canard due to the aircraft supposedly 

looking like a duck from the ground) {image}  

canker: n. (see also v.) - 1. a painful, open sore on 

the lips or inside the mouth or upper throat: canker 

sore, oral ulcer {images: 1 & 2} 2. (Veterinary 

Medicine) (a) a disease of horses that makes their 

hooves spongy, resembling rotten cauliflower 

{images: 1 & 2} (b) a disease that can cause sores in 

the outer ears of some animals, especially dogs and 

cats 3. (Botany) on a tree or other woody plant, a 

defined area of diseased or dead tissue (such as an 

open wound on a branch) caused by fungi, bacteria, 

pests, or injury (such as from a lightning strike) 

{images: 1, 2, & 3} 4. a source corruption, decay, 

or evil that spreads and is difficult to keep from 

spreading  

carafe: n. - 1. a glass or metal bottle with a narrow 

neck, a flared lip and a stopper, used for serving 

water or wine: decanter, flagon, pitcher {image} 2. 

a glass pot with a pouring spout and a handle, used 

especially with a drip coffeemaker to brew and serve 

coffee  

carapace: n. - 1. a protective, shell-like covering 

like that of a turtle or crustacean 2. something 

likened to a shell that serves to protect or isolate 

from external influence  

caravansary: n. - (Islam) an elaborate inn-type 

complex built around a large court (for housing 

animals) used by cross-country caravans in central 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:XB-70_takeoff.jpg
http://cankersorefacts.info/Canker%20Sore.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_0zn4UTLB4Cc/ScFNPCjSxJI/AAAAAAAAAg4/PtSjsduwK7I/s400/10-71+copy.jpg
http://www.equipodiatry.com/images/canker/Fig.2.canker.jpg
http://www.u5uk.com/you/patonandlee/images/artimg/BIIB4-S/Canker%204.jpg
http://hyg.ipm.illinois.edu/photos/canker.jpg
http://www.treeworld.info/attachments/f2/12404d1253064029-gum-tree-canker-tree3.jpg
http://www.rfwood.com/images/fig5.jpg
http://evasolo.com/billeder/products-carafe-dele/carafe_foto1.jpg
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and western Asia  carbine: n. - a lightweight automatic rifle or musket 
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with a short barrel, historically used by cavalry 

soldiers. Relatively modern models include the M1, 

M2, M3, M4, the XM8 and the De Lisle Carbine 

{image: 1, 2, 3, 4}  

carnophobia: n. - fear of meat  

carom: n. (see also v.) - 1. a collision followed by a 

rebound: glance, ricochet 2. a shot in billiards in 

which the cue ball contacts one object ball and then 

the other 3. a shot in pool in which the object ball is 

rebounded off another ball and into a pocket  

carotene: n. - a yellow, orange, or red pigment 

found in the tissues of some animals (such the 

canary and the lobster) and in certain plants (such as 

carrots, squash, turnips, sweet potatoes, pumpkins, 

apricots, and dandelions). It is converted into 

vitamin A in the liver  

carrion: n. - the rotting flesh of a dead animal  

carte blanche: n. - unconditional power to act at 

one's own discretion; unconditional authority and 

complete freedom  

cartel: n. - 1. an association of independent business 

organizations formed to restrict competition by 

working together to control the production, pricing, 

and marketing of a good or service, especially to 

maintain high prices in order to increase profits: 

monopoly, trust 2. an alliance among political or 

special-interest groups having a common goal, such 

as to encourage the passage of a certain law; a group 

of parties, factions, or nations united in a common 

cause: bloc, coalition 3. an official agreement 

between governments at war with one another, 

especially an agreement to exchange prisoners  

cartomancist: n. - 1. a tarot reader 2. one who 

psychically interprets information from photo's, 

drawings, writings or pictures  

caryatid: n. - (Architecture) a supporting column or 

pillar which has been sculpted into the form of a 

draped woman, especially one supporting the frieze 

or porch of a classical Greek temple {image}  

Casbah: n. - 1. a North African castle or fortress 2. 

the native section of a North African city  

case law: n. - (Law) the body of law based on 

previous judicial decisions and on judicial 

interpretations of legislative laws (statutes) [see also: 

precedent, stare decisis]  

cassock: n. - a close-fitting robe with straight 

sleeves, skirts reaching to the ankles, and buttons 

down the front, worn by Roman Catholic (and 

Anglican) clergy; priests wear black, bishops purple, 

cardinals red, and the Pope white (in most Western 

countries, the clergy have generally abandoned the 

cassock as everyday clothing in favour of a clerical 

suit of more conventional design): soutane {image}  

castigatory: n. - a kind of chair formerly used for 

punishing scolding, abrasive, nagging women (and 

also dishonest tradesmen) by fastening them in it, 

usually in front of their doors, to be pelted and 

hooted at by the mob, but sometimes to be taken to 

the water and ducked: cucking stool, tumbrel, 

trebuchet  

casuist: n. - someone whose reasoning is subtle and 

often deceptive: sophist  

catafalque: n. - 1. a decorated platform or 

framework on which a coffin rests during a funeral 

2. (Roman Catholic) a structure resembling a coffin 

that is used to represent a dead person at a requiem 

mass given after the person’s funeral  

cataphasis: n. - an ironic rhetorical device where a 

writer or speaker draws attention to something 

negative by claiming to ignore it; such as, "Let's not 

mention my opponent's habit of lying," and "Far be 

it from me to question your stupid civilization or its 

dumb customs.": apophasis, paralipsis, preterition  

cataphatism: n. - the religious belief that God can 

be known and can be described in positive, 

affirmative terms (in terms of what God is, rather 

than what he is not: God is all-knowing, the creator, 

ominpresent, eternal, loving, just, etc.) [antonym: 

apophatism]  

cataplasm: n. - a warm, soft, moist and sometimes 

medicated mass (such as clay, flour, plant material, 

bread, meal, or other adhesive substance) spread on 

cloth and placed on a sore, a cut, an aching muscle, 

or inflamed body part to ease pain, improve 

circulation, sooth irritation, prevent infection, or 

hasten the expression of pus: plaster, poultice  

catgut: n. - a tough, thin cord made from the dried 

intestines of sheep, goats, or horses (but not cats) 

used for stringing musical instruments (such as 

violins), stringing tennis rackets, and as surgical 

thread  

catbird seat: n. - a position of great prominence or 

advantage  

catechumen: n. - 1. a new convert who is being 

taught the principles, doctrine and discipline of 

Christianity by a catechist before receiving baptism 

or confirmation: neophyte 2. one who is being 

instructed in a subject at an elementary level  

caterwaul: n. (see also v.) - 1. a shrill, discordant 

sound 2. a noisy quarrel 3. a multi-octave yowl 

usually performed as a duet by two cats that are 

getting ready to rumble; a harsh cry  

catoptrophobia: n. - fear of mirrors or seeing 

oneself in a mirror: eisoptrophobia  

caucus: n. - 1. a closed meeting of people in the 

same political party or faction, usually to select 

http://avecox.free.fr/blog2/images/carbine%20M1.jpg
http://www.rt66.com/~korteng/SmallArms/images/m2m3.jpg
http://www.bellum.nu/armoury/HKXM8-versions.jpg
http://www.webarms.com/Gun%20Suppliers/Olympic%20Arms/olympi2.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Porch_of_Maidens.jpg
http://www.christianexpressionsuperstore.com/ProductImages/churchsupplies/abbotthallrobes/cassock3.jpg
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candidates or to decide on policy 2. a group of people united to promote an agreed-upon cause 



 

 

 

116 

(Nouns)                                           cavalcade – chiasmus 

 

cavalcade: n. - 1. a procession of riders, horse-

drawn carriages, vehicles or ships 2. a dramatic 

sequence or procession: series  

cavil: n. (see also v.) - a trivial or frivolous 

objection: quibble  

celerity: n. - rapidity of motion or action: quickness, 

swiftness  

celluloid: n. (see also adj.) - 1. one of the earliest 

invented plastics, a colorless flammable material 

made from nitrocellulose and camphor, formerly 

used to make photographic film 2. the photographic 

film formerly used for making movies: motion-

picture film 3. the movies as a medium or art form: 

the cinema, motion pictures  

cellulose: n. - a complex carbohydrate made up of 

glucose units and obtained from the cell walls of 

plants, it is important in the manufacture of many 

products, such as plastics, paper, textiles, 

cellophane, pharmaceuticals, synthetic fibers, 

photographic film (celluloid), and explosives  

cenobite: n. - a member of a religious order living in 

common, such as at a convent or monastery 

[antonym: anchorite, eremite]  

central bank money: n. - actual currency in 

circulation [see also: commercial bank money]  

cerise: n. - (French) a vivid or pinkish red the color 

of ripe cherries, blood, tomotoes, or rubies -- often 

used to describe fabrics, especially silk; literally, 

"cherry"  

certiorari: n. - a writ issued by a higher court to 

obtain records on a case from a lower court so that 

the case can be reviewed  

cerumen: n. - a soft, yellow (sometimes brown) wax 

secreted in the canal of the external ear. It cleans and 

lubricates the ear canal, as well as protects against 

infection by bacteria or fungi. Some argue that it 

also helps keep out insects. It is primarily made of 

shed layers of skin mixed with fatty acids and other 

chemicals: earwax  

Cetus: n. - 1. (Astronomy) the constellation known 

as the great fish, the sea monster, or the whale, 

which lies above the equator. It is located in the 

region of the sky known as the Water, along with 

Aquarius (the water-bearer), Pisces (the fish), and 

Eridanus (the river). The most notable star it 

includes is Mira, the first variable star discovered 

{star map, artistic drawings 1, 2, & 3} 2. 

(Mythology) in ancient Greek, the word ketos 

(Latinized as cetus) meant a large fish or sea 

monster. The sea monsters killed by Perseus and 

Heracles were each called a cetus. In art, cetea were 

depicted as serpentine fish. In the Koine Greek 

translation of the Bible (the Septuagint), the creature 

which swallowed Jonah was called a cetus  

chador: n. - a loose-fitting, full-body outer garment 

worn as traditional dress by Hindu and Muslim 

women. The chador, which also covers the head, is 

made of lightweight fabric that is usually black  

chagrin: n. (see also v.) - strong feelings of 

embarrassment, annoyance or confusion due to 

disappointment or failure; anger at being let down: 

dismay, displeasure, frustration, humiliation, hurt 

pride, moritification, shame, vexation  

chaise: - 1. a light, open carriage with two wheels 

and drawn by one horse, often has a collapsible hood 

2. a long chair for reclining  

chanteuse: n. - a woman who is a concert or 

nightclub singer  

chapelle ardente: n. - 1. a framework holding 

burning candles over a coffin or catafalque; literally, 

"burning chapel" 2. the chapel or room in which the 

corpse of a sovereign or other exalted personage lies 

in state pending the funeral service  

charientism: n. - 1. a gracefully or artfully veiled 

insult 2. the expression of an unpleasant thing in an 

agreeable manner: euphemism  

chaussure: n. - a foot covering of any kind: boot, 

footgear, shoe, sock  

chauvinist: n. - 1. someone with an absolute or 

passionate belief in the superiority of his or her own 

gender, race, nation, class, or other social group, 

especially when the person hates anybody outside 

their group (now used most commonly in the phrase 

"male chauvinist pig" to describe a man who 

believes women to be naturally inferior to men): 

bigot, partisan, racist, sexist 2. an unreasoning, 

overenthusiastic, and aggressive patriot, especially 

someone with blind enthusiasm for their nation's 

military glory: jingoist, nationalist, suprepatriot, 

war hawk  

chawbacon: n. - a stereotypically stupid, uncultured 

country man: bumpkin, hick, rube, rustic, yahoo, 

yokel  

chiasm: n. - 1. an intersection or crossing of two 

lines 2. (Anatomy) a crossing of two fibrous bundles 

(such as tendens, nerves, or tracts) in the form of the 

letter X 3. (Cytogenetics) the site at which two 

homologous chromosomes make contact (thus 

appearing to be crossed), enabling the exchange of 

genetic material during the prophase stage of 

meiosis  

chiasmus: n. - (Rhetoric) a reversal in the order of 

words in two otherwise parallel phrases, more 

concisely described as reverse parallelism. In its 

classical application, chiasmus would have been 

used for structures that do not repeat the same words 

and phrases, as in “He went to the country, to the 

town went she” [see also: antimetabole] 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/16/Cetus_constellation_map.png
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(Nouns)                                                     chibi – clubfoot 

 

chibi: n. - 1. in the context of anime (Japanese 

cartoons) or manga (Japanese comic books and 

graphic novels), this word refers to a character 

drawn in a very particular and highly stylized way: 

with very short, stubby bodies that are about the 

same size as the head, large puppy-dog eyes, and the 

lack of a detailed anatomy. (For example, they often 

lack fingers. Instead, they look as if they are wearing 

mittens or have fingers shaped like baby hands. 

Also, most chibi have have v-shaped "nubs" rather 

like pointed ballerina shoes rather than normal feet.) 

Chibi are typically known to be super-cute, speak in 

childlike voices, and often have a mischievous or 

indignant personality. A chibi rendition of a 

character is usually done for humor. Sometimes, in 

the Western fandom, it is used to denote a child 

version of a character, (for example: Chibi Vegeta, 

Chibi InuYasha, or Chibi Sailor Moon) 2. (Japanese) 

a short person or child. If used to describe a teenager 

or adult, this word likely is meant as an insult: 

dwarf, runt, shrimp  

chickabiddy: n. - 1. a chicken: fowl 2. a trivial term 

of endearment for a child  

chiffonier: n. - 1. a narrow, high chest of drawers or 

bureau, often with a mirror attached 2. one who 

gathers rags and odds and ends: ragpicker 3. a 

receptacle for rags or shreds  

chignon: n. - a roll or knot of hair worn at the back 

of the head, especially at the nape of the neck  

chilblains: n. - itchy or painful inflamation of the 

hands and feet caused by exposure to cold and 

moisture  

chiliasm: n. - (see also adj.) - the belief in Jesus 

Christ's Second Coming, and that he will reign on 

earth for 1,000 years, thereby beginning the final 

conflict between good and evil (the end of the 

world), based on the book of Revelation in the 

Bible: millenarianism, millennialism, millenniumism 

chintz: n. (see also adj.) - 1. a glazed cotton fabric 

usually printed with a brightly colored pattern, used 

for bed covers, quilts, curtains and upholstery 2. a 

printed or stained calico fabric made in India  

chin-wag: n. - (slang) light informal conversation 

for social occasions: banter, causerie, chitchat, gab, 

gossip, small talk, tittle-tattle  

chipotle: n. - a wrinkled, reddish-brown jalapeno 

pepper that is smoked and dried, then used in salad 

dressings, grilled chicken, salsas, and other dishes to 

add a smoky, sweet flavor  

chrestomathy: n. - 1. a selection of passages 

compiled as an aid to learning a language 2. a 

volume of selected passages or stories of an author  

chromatophobia: n. - fear of colors  

chypre: n. - perfume made from sandalwood  

cicatrix: n. - 1. a mark left (usually on the skin) by 

the healing of injured tissue: scar 2. (Botony) a scar 

left on a stem where a leaf used to be attached  

cilice: n. - a garment of horse hair or camel hair 

formerly worn by monks: hair shirt, haircloth  

cincture: n. (see also v.) - 1. something that 

encircles or surrounds 2. a belt, girdle, sash, or 

something worn round the body 3. one of the 

vestments of Catholic clergy -- a long, white, rope-

like cord with tassled ends, tied around the waist, 

symbolizing chastity and purity  

cineast: n. - 1. a devotee of motion pictures; film 

enthusiast 2. film producer: moviemaker  

circumlocution: n. - the use of many words to 

express an idea that might be expressed by few; 

indirect or roundabout language  

civet: n. - 1. any of various carnivorous catlike 

mammals of Africa and Asia having anal scent 

glands that secrete a fluid with a musky odor: civet 

cat 2. the thick yellowish musky fluid secreted by a 

civet cat, used in the manufacture of perfumes 3. the 

fur of a civet cat  

civil rights: n. - the nonpolitical rights of a citizen; 

the rights of personal liberty guaranteed to U.S. 

citizens by the 13th and 14th amendments to the 

Constitution and by acts of Congress  

claque: n. - 1. a group hired to applaud at a 

performance 2. a group of fawning admirers or 

sycophants  

claymore: n. - a large, double-edged, two-handed 

broadsword formerly used by Scottish Highlanders  

cleft lip: n. - a separation of the upper lip that can 

extend into the nose, but which can be corrected 

through surgery {image}  

cleft palate: n. - a condition in which the two plates 

of the skull that form the hard palate (roof of the 

mouth) are not completely joined, and perhaps do 

not meet at all. In some cases, a cleft lip [see entry 

above] is present as well {Drawings, 

Photograph}  

clemency: n. - 1. a disposition to forgive and spare 

offenders: mercy 2. an act or instance of mercy or 

leniency 3. mildness, especially of weather  

climacteric: n. - 1. a major turning point or critical 

stage 2. the period in a woman’s life that marks the 

end of her reproductive capacity: menopause 3. the 

period in a man’s life corresponding to female 

menopause usually marked by less well-defined 

physiological and psychological changes and a 

reduction in sexual activity, although fertility is 

retained 4. the marked and sudden rise in the 

respiratory rate of fruit just prior to full ripening  

http://www.plasticsurgery.org/public_education/procedures/images/cleft_lip-1.jpg
http://www.facesofchildren.org/i/figures/cleft_palate_figure_1.jpg
http://www.ghorayeb.com/files/Cleft_Palate_400_SQ.jpg
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clubfoot: n. - a deformity of the foot, usually marked by a curled shape or twisted position of the 
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(Nouns)                               clusterfist – confidence man 

 

ankle, heel, and toes making it impossible to place 

the sole flat on the ground: talipes {image}  

clusterfist: n. - a close-fisted or grasping person: 

cheapskate, glutton, hoarder, hog, miser, 

moneygrubber, muckworm, niggard, penny pincher, 

scrooge, tightwad  

coadjutor: n. - 1. one who aids another: assistant, 

coworker, helper, second 2. an assistant to a bishop, 

especially one designated to succeed the bishop  

coccyx: n. - a small triangular bone at the bottom of 

the spinal column in humans and tailless apes. It 

consists of three to five rudimentary vertebrae which 

have fused together. The spinal cord ends above the 

coccyx. It is a leftover of evolution, a vestigial organ 

which had much greater purpose in our evolutionary 

past (in this case, when the ancestors of humans had 

tails): tailbone {image}  

Cockaigne: n. - an imaginary land of great luxury 

and ease  

cockalorum: n. - 1. a boastful, self-important little 

man with an unduly high opinion of himself 2. 

boastful talk: braggadocio  

codex: n. - 1. the earliest form of book (manuscript 

pages held together by stitching, which replaced 

scrolls and wax tablets), especially of an ancient 

classic or the Scriptures. Today's books are based on 

the same form 2. an official or standard list of drug 

formulas and or chemical descriptions  

coeval: n. (see also adj.) - one of the same age; a 

contemporary  

cognomen: n. - 1. a familiar name for a person, such 

as a shortened version of a person's given name (eg. 

'Joe' for 'Joseph') or a descriptive nickname acquired 

through usage over a period of time (eg. 'Billy the 

kid'): moniker, nickname, sobriquet 2. the name used 

to identify the members of a family: family name, 

last name, surname 3. in ancient Rome, the third and 

usually last name of a (male) citizen, indicating the 

person's house or family (eg. "Caesar" in "Gaius 

Julius Caesar")  

cognoscente: n. - a person with special knowledge 

of a subject: connoisseur  

cohort: n. - 1. a united group or band of people, 

especially of warriors or followers (originally one of 

the 10 divisions of a Roman legion, consisting of 

300 to 600 men) 2. a companion or associate: 

colleague 3. a group of people sharing a common 

factor such as the same age or the same income 

bracket, especially in a statistical survey 4. an 

accomplice: abettor 5. (Biology) a group of animals 

of the same species, identified by a set of common 

characteristics, which are studied over a period of 

time as part of a scientific or medical investigation 

6. in a clinical study, a well-defined group of 

subjects or patients who have had a common 

experience or exposure and are then followed up for 

the incidence of new diseases or events  

coitophobia: n. - fear of sexual intercourse  

colloquist: n. - a speaker in a dialogue (or colloquy)  

colloquy: n. - 1. a formal, high-level, or serious 

conversation: colloquium, conference, debate, 

dialogue, discussion, forum, seminar, symposium 2. 

a gathering for discussion of theological questions 3. 

(Congress) a pre-scripted floor dialogue between the 

chairman of a committee and another congressman, 

conducted to clarify the intent behind certain 

provisions for purposes of legislative history 4. a 

discussion during a hearing between the judge and 

the defendant usually to ascertain the defendant's 

understanding of his or her rights and of the court 

proceedings 5. a written work in the form of a 

dialogue, especially a literary work  

combine: n. - a large piece of farm equipment used 

to harvest grain  

commercial bank money: n. - money created 

through the process of fractional reserve banking (in 

which banks are allowed to loan out more money 

than they have on reserve) [see also: central bank 

money]  

compendium: n. - 1. a concise but comprehensive 

summary of a larger work; an abstract 2. a list or 

collection of various items; a publication containing 

a variety of works  

compunction: n. - 1. anxiety arising from awareness 

of guilt: regret 2. distress of mind over an 

anticipated action or result 3. a twinge of misgiving: 

doubt, qualm, scruple  

concatenation: n. - a series or order of things 

depending on each other, as if linked together: 

chain, succession.  

concinnity: n. - harmony or elegance of design 

especially of literary style in adaptation of parts to a 

while or to each other  

concomitant: n. (see also adj.) - something that 

accompanies or is collaterally connected with 

something else: accompaniment  

concordat: n. - 1. a formal agreement: compact, 

covenant 2. an agreement between the pope and a 

government for the regulation of church affairs  

confection: n. - 1. a sweet food or fancy dish 

prepared from a variety of ingredients 2. a food rich 

in sugar: candy, dessert 3. an elaborately constructed 

thing; a piece of fine craftsmanship 4. a frivolous, 

amusing, or contrived play, book, or other artistic or 

literary work  

confidence man: n. - a person who uses a scam or 

http://www.mercksource.com/ppdocs/us/common/dorlands/dorland/chapters/images/w0146_t_51.jpg
http://science.discovery.com/top-ten/images/body-parts/coccyx-324x205.jpg
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confidence game to swindle others: con artist, con man, fraud, swindler 
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(Nouns)                                           aardwolf – Corybant 

 

congeries: n. - the sum total of many different things 

taken together; a disorderly collection: aggregation, 

assortment, conglomeration, heap  

conker: n. - (U.K.) a horse chestnut, without its 

spiny outer casing, used in the game of conkers  

conkers: n. - (U.K.) a game, usually for two people, 

each with a conker threaded onto a string, in which 

players try to smash the opponent’s conker by 

hitting it with their own (the game used to be played 

with snail shells instead of horse chestnuts)  

conquian: n. - a card game for two played with 40 

cards from which all games of rummy developed  

Conservative Judaism: n. - the branch of Judaism 

that accepts most of the principles and practices of 

traditional Judaism but supports the modification 

and relaxing of certain Mosaic laws (when 

authorized by the Conservative rabbinate) in order to 

fit modern circumstances, such as some of the 

dietary laws [see also: Orthodox Judaism and 

Reform Judaism] 

consonance: n. - 1. agreement or harmony: accord 

2. (Rhetoric) the repitition of similar-sounding 

consonants, especially at the ends of words in prose 

or verse, such as between "strong" and "ring" [see 

also: alliteration, assonance, consonance] 3. a 

combination of notes that sound pleasing when 

played simultaneously: concordance, 

harmoniousness [antonym: dissonance]  

consubstantiation: n. - (Protestantism) the doctrine, 

proposed by Martin Luther, that the substance of the 

body and blood of Jesus coexists with the substance 

of the consecrated bread and wine in Eucharist 

[antonym: transubstantiation]  

conurbation: n. - a collection or continuous network 

of urban communities  

convalescence: n. - the period needed for gradually 

regaining one's health and strength after an illness, 

an injury, or a surgical operation, often involving 

bed rest: recovery, recuperation  

conventicle: n. - a secret or unauthorized religious 

meeting, especially an illegal one, such as those held 

by dissenters (Quakers) in England and Scotland in 

the 16th and 17th centuries  

coolie: n. - 1. in South Asia, China, and parts of East 

and Southeast Asia, an offensive term for a local 

man hired cheaply to do manual labor 2. an 

offensive term for somebody brought to the United 

States from China during the 19th century to 

construct railroads, or generally any person brought 

from the far east to do physical labor 3. an offensive 

term for an employee who is treated as merely one 

of many unworthy of concern 4. (drug slang) a 

cigarette laced with cocaine  

coquette: n. (see also v.) - a woman who makes 

teasing sexual or romantic proposals without sincere 

intent or affection; a vain, trifling woman, who 

endeavors to attract admiration in order to gratify 

vanity: heartbreaker, minx, player, seducer, siren, 

tease, vamp, vixen  

cordon: n. (see also v.) - 1. a line of police officers, 

soldiers, other guards, or their vehicles surrounding 

an area or building in order to restrict access to it: 

barrier, blockade 2. a cord, ribbon, or braid worn as 

a decoration or for fastening: band, belt 3. a ribbon 

worn as a sign of rank or as a badge of honor, 

especially one worn diagonally across the breast 4. 

(Horticulture) a fruit tree, such as an apple or pear 

tree, trained to grow as a single ropelike stem at an 

angle against a support. Its side branches are 

removed by pruning, but it bears fruiting spurs. 

Cordons take less space and crop earlier than most 

other forms of trees, but their fruit yields are smaller 

per tree {images: photograph, drawing, forms 

of fruit trees} 5. (Architecture) a decorative 

horizontal band or molding which projects along the 

face of a brick or stone wall: band course, belt 

course, stringcourse {images: 1 & 2}  

corm: n. - (Botany) a short, thick, round 

underground stem used by some plants (usually 

monocots) to store food for the plant during their 

dormant stage. Once awoken from their dormant 

stage, they produce leaves and buds on the upper 

surface and roots from the lower. Corms are similar 

to bulbs except that they are solid rather than made 

up of leaflike layers. Plants which use corms include 

the crocus, the gladiolus, and the cyclamen  

cormorant: n. - 1. a large dark-colored bird with a 

long neck, a slender hooked bill, and short legs that 

lives near the ocean and eats fish. It also has a pouch 

or sac under its beak that can expand for swallowing 

or holding fish 2. somebody considered greedy or 

rapacious: shag {images: standing, diving}  

corniche: n. - 1. a road that winds along the side of a 

steep coast or cliff 2. a very expensive convertible 

produced by Rollz Royce in the ‘60s and ‘70s  

corpulence: n. - the condition of being excessively 

fat: obesity  

corpus callosum: n. - the thick, white band of nerve 

fibers connecting the right and left halves of the 

brain in humans and other mammals  

cortege: n. - 1. the group following and attending to 

some important person: entourage, retinue 2. a 

funeral procession  

Corybant: n. (see also adj.) - one of the attendants 

or priests of the Phrygian goddess Cybele, noted for 

wildly emotional processions and rites including 

lively music and ecstatic dances 

http://www.gardenseeker.com/fruit/apples/images/DSC_9245.JPG
http://content.answcdn.com/main/content/img/Gardeners/f0068.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/83/Fruittreeforms.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/83/Fruittreeforms.png
http://content.answcdn.com/main/content/img/McGrawHill/atchitecture/f0104-03.png
http://chestofbooks.com/architecture/Building-Construction-V3/images/23-String-Course-Cornice-392.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fb/Phalacrocorax-auritus-007.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d7/Cormorant_diving_for_food_in_Morro_Bay.jpg
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(Nouns)                                             cosmogony – cupola 

 

cosmogony: n. (see also adj.) - 1. the branch of 

astrophysics that studies the origin, evolution and 

structure of the universe 2. the creation or origin of 

the world or universe 3. a specific theory or model 

of the origin and evolution of the universe  

cotillion: n. - 1. a formal dance or ball, especially 

one at which young ladies are presented to society 2. 

a lively, complex dance which originated in France 

and is related to the quadrille, it was popular in the 

18th century 3. a piece of music used for the French 

dance mentioned above  

coulrophobia: n. - fear of clowns  

courseware: n. - educational software  

covey: n. - 1. a family or small flock of game birds 

(especially partridge, grouse, or quail) 2. a small 

group, as of people  

cravat: n. - a scarf or band of fabric worn around a 

man's neck, tied in a slipknot with the long ends 

overlapping vertically in front, usually tucked inside 

an open-necked shirt or formal vest: neckerchief, tie 

{image}  

cravat bandage: n. - a bandage made by bringing 

the point of a triangular bandage to the middle of the 

base and then folding lengthwise to the desired 

width {image}  

craven: n. (see also adj.) - an extreme coward: 

chicken, scaredy-cat, wuss, yellow belly  

creel: n. - 1. a large wicker basket worn on the back 

or suspended from the shoulder, used especially by 

anglers (people trying to catch fish using a rod, line 

and hook) for carrying fish 2. a wicker trap for 

catching fish or lobsters 3. a rack, bar, or set of bars 

in a spinning machine which holds the bobbins or 

spools  

crinoline: n. - 1. an open-weave fabric of horsehair 

or cotton that is usually stiffened and used especially 

for some women's hats and between the fabric and 

lining of a curtain or piece of clothing to make it 

thicker or warmer 2. a full, stiff skirt or underskirt 

made of crinoline: hoopskirt  

crisp sets: n. - (Fuzzy Logic) the term used in fuzzy 

logic to describe traditional set theory. That is, an 

object either belongs to a set, or does not  

crosier: n. - (also spelled 'crozier') 1. a staff with a 

shepherd's crook or a cross at the end, carried by or 

before an abbot, bishop, or archbishop as a symbol 

of office {images: 1 & 2} 2. a part of a plant that 

has a curled end, for example, the frond of a fern 

{image}  

crotchet: n. - 1. a highly individual and usually 

eccentric opinion or preference: eccentricity, kink, 

kinkiness, quirk, twist 2. a peculiar trick or device  

crotchfruit: n. - a child or children. Perhaps inspired 

by the expression the fruit of one’s loins, this term 

began among supporters of child-free public spaces, 

but has since spread to parents who use it jokingly: 

anklebiters, crib lizards, offspring, semen demons, 

spawn, rug rats  

cryptogram: n. - a text or message that is in code or 

cipher (for example, the cryptogram ‘mutcpimmuq’ 

represents ‘longfellow” where m = l, u = o, etc.)  

cud: n. - 1. food regurgitated from the first stomach 

to the mouth and chewed again (as cattle do) 2. 

something held in the mouth and chewed, such as a 

wad of tobacco  

cull: n. (see also v.) - something picked out from 

others, especially something rejected because of 

inferior quality  

cultigen: n. - see cultivar  

cultivar: n. - (Horticulture) a plant variety that is not 

found in the wild because it was selectively bred or 

cultivated by people. Most of these "man-made" 

plants are plants of commerce that have specifically 

selected traits. For example, cultivated wheat, unlike 

wild wheat, has grains that remain attached to the 

ear and do not scatter once they have reached 

maturity. Other cultivars include broccoli and 

cauliflower (which were produced through the 

selective breeding of kale), kidney beans, and 

bananas. Some especially old cultivars, such as 

maize, have no known wild ancestor. Cultivars are 

examples of human-directed macro-evolution. The 

word 'cultivar' is literally a shortening of "cultivated 

variety": cultigen  

cum licentia: n. - (Latin) printed in old books to 

inform readers that the work was published with the 

approval of existing ecclesiastical or secular (usually 

royal) authorities. The Roman Catholic Church still 

requires "imprimatur" and "nihil obstat" in books 

representing its official teachings; literally, "with 

license": cum privilegio, imprimatur, nihil obstat  

cumshaw: n. - 1. a material favor or gift, usually 

money, given in return for service: bonus, gratuity, 

largess, tip, present 2. a payoff: bribe  

cum privilegio: n. - (Latin) printed in old books to 

inform readers that the work was published with the 

approval of existing ecclesiastical or secular (usually 

royal) authorities. The Roman Catholic Church still 

requires "imprimatur" and "nihil obstat" in books 

representing its official teachings; literally, "with 

permission": cum licentia, imprimatur, nihil obstat  

cunnilingus: n. - sexual stimulation of a woman’s 

genitals using the tongue and lips  

cupidity: n. - eager or excessive desire, especially 

for wealth: avarice, greed  

cupola: n. - 1. a vertical, cylindrical furnace for 

http://www.gpuniforms.com/apgimages/aformalwear/aformalacces/ascots/cravat_black.jpg
http://sub.wildernessmanuals.com/images/here/21110164.gif
http://www.pitt.edu/~medart/image/glossary/bishop.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/96/Crosier.jpeg
http://www.harringtoncrowdy.com/photos/PjurriganTreeFernNewCrozier.jpg
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melting iron for casting 2. a roof in the form of a dome 3. a small, round, domed structure on a 
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(Nouns)                                                curé –  demagogue 

 

tracked, armored vehicle (as for observation)  

curé: n. - a parish priest in a French-speaking 

country: vicar  

curettage: n. - the removal of tissue or growths from 

the interior of a body cavity, such as the uterus, by 

scraping with a curette  

curling: n. - a game played on ice by two teams of 

four players each, in which a heavy, thick disk of 

stone or iron (the curling stone) is slid toward a 

target circle at the other end of the rink: players may 

sweep the ice before the moving disk to remove ice 

particles and other foreign matter and control the 

course and speed of the disk  

curriculum vitæ: n. - a summary of a person’s 

education, previous occupations, and skills sent with 

a job application: résumé  

cynosure: n. - 1. anything which strongly calls 

attention to itself; a center of attraction 2. something 

which serves to guide or direct 3. [Capitalized] the 

northern constellation Ursa Minor, which contains 

the North Star; also, the North Star itself  

cypre: n. - large tropical American tree grown for its 

abundant, creamy white flowers and valuable wood  

cytogenetics: n. - the branch of biology that studies 

the cellular aspects of heredity (especially 

chromosomes)  

cytology: n. - the branch of biology that studies the 

structure and function of cells  

Daedalus: n. - in Greek mythology, a brilliant 

craftsman and inventor who built a labyrinth on the 

island of Crete to house the Minotaur. Later, when 

imprisoned with his son Icarus inside the labyrinth 

he had designed, he made wings so that they could 

escape. However, his son flew too close to the sun, 

melting the wax holding his wings together, causing 

him to fall to his death in the Mediterranean Sea. 

The name 'Daedalus' comes from the ancient Greek 

word 'daidalos', meaning "the cunning worker" or 

"the skillful creator" [see also: daedal (adj.)]  

dago: n. - an offensive term for an Italian, Spaniard, 

or Portuguese  

damask: n. (see also adj.) - 1. a rich patterned fabric 

of cotton, linen, silk, or wool 2. linen so woven that 

a pattern is produced by the different directions of 

the thread, without contrast of color 3. pertaining to, 

or originating at, the city of Damascus in Syria; a 

product fashioned in a style peculiar to Damascus 

(with flowers and rich designs in silk, or with inlaid 

lines of gold, or with a peculiar marking or ''water'' 

design in metal)  

dark energy: n. - (Astronomy) a theorized repulsive 

force that works against the attractive pull of 

gravity, and which would explain why the universe 

is expanding at an increasing rate. (Galaxies are 

moving away from each other at a faster and faster 

speed) [see also: dark matter]  

dark matter: n. - (Astronomy) a kind of matter that 

has never been directly observed (it does not emit or 

reflect light or other electromagnetic radiation) but 

which is theorized to exist in space because its 

gravitational effects have been observed. (For 

example, galaxies rotate much faster than would be 

expected based on their observable mass -- so 

quickly, in fact, that they should be flying apart. One 

explanation is that they are being held together by 

the gravitational pull of unseen mass.) Also, the 

inflation (expansion) of the universe implies that it 

has far more matter than what can be observed. It is 

thought that a substantial percentage of the universe 

is made of dark matter -- perhaps over 90%. It is 

believed that dark matter had an important role in 

forming galaxies during the Big Bang. There are a 

variety of theories concerning what it is made of, 

including kinds of subatomic particles that have not 

yet been discovered, dwarf stars too dim or too 

distant to be seen, and black holes: missing mass 

[see also: dark energy]  

Day of Atonement: n. - (Judaism) the holiest day of 

the Jewish year, this is the final day of the Jewish 

High Holy Days, ten days of penitence that begin 

with Rosh Hashana (the Jewish New Year). The Day 

of Atonement is observed on tenth day of Jewish 

month of Tishri, which falls in September or 

October of the Roman calendar. On that day, Jewish 

people refrain from work, fast from sunrise to 

sunset, and pray for forgiveness of their sins. Its 

observance is one of the requirements of the Mosaic 

Law. Specific rites are described in chapter 16 of 

Leviticus: Yom Kippur  

dearth: n. - 1. scarcity that makes dear, especially 

famine 2. an inadequate supply: lack  

declivity: n. - 1. downward inclination 2. a 

descending slope  

Deep Blue: n. - an IBM computer designed 

specifically to defeat world champion chess player 

Garry Kasparov. It had the advantage of being able 

to think through 200 million chess board positions in 

three minutes, whereas Mr. Kasparov could manage 

only 340, give or take. With that advantage, Deep 

Blue went on to defeat Mr. Kasparov in their second 

match in 1997  

defenestration: n. (see also v.) - the act of throwing 

someone or something out of a window  

deglutition: n. - the act or process of swallowing  

degringolade: n. - a rapid decline or deterioration 

(as in strength, position, or condition): downfall  

déjeuner: n. - a midday meal: lunch             

demagogue: n. - 1. a political leader who gains  
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(Nouns)                                 dementophobia –  diaspora 

 

popularity and power through false promises and by 

appealing to the emotions and prejudices of the 

people 2. in ancient times, a popular leader who 

represented the ordinary people  

dementophobia: n. - fear of insanity  

demulcent: n. (see also adj.) - a gelatinous or oily 

substance that is capable of soothing inflamed or 

chafed mucous membranes and protecting them 

from further irritation  

dendrochronology: n. - the science of dating past 

events or climatic changes by a comparative study of 

growth rings in tree trunks  

dendrophobia: n. - fear of trees  

denegation: n. - a denial or contradiction  

denizen: n. - 1. a dweller: inhabitant, resident 2. one 

that frequents a particular place 3. (Brit.) an alien 

granted certain rights of citizenship 4. an animal, 

plant, etc. that has become naturalized  

dentiloquist: n. - one who speaks through clenched 

teeth  

depilatory: n. (see also adj.) - a chemical (usually a 

sulfide) in liquid or cream form, used to remove 

unwanted hair, wool, or bristles from the body  

depredation: n. - 1. an act of plundering or 

despoiling: raid 2. a destructive operation  

dernier cri: n. - the newest fashion  

derriere: n. - the fleshy part of the human body that 

you sit on: arse, ass, backside, behind, bottom, bum, 

buns, butt, buttocks, can, fanny, fundament, 

hindquarters, keister, posterior, rear end, rump, 

seat, tail end, tooshie, tush  

dervish: n. - (Islam) 1. a mystic belonging to any of 

various Muslim ascetic orders, some of which 

perform whirling dances, vigorous chanting, 

howling, or recite God's name (Allâh) as acts of 

ecstatic devotion 2. a Turkish or Persian monk, 

especially one who professes extreme poverty and 

leads an austere life 3. one that possesses abundant, 

often frenzied energy  

Deseret: n. - 1. an area proposed by the Bringham 

Young (founder of the Church of Latter Day Saints, 

AKA: the Mormons) in 1849 to become an 

independent state or a state of the U.S. This area 

would have included much of the southwest United 

States, with a capital at Salt Lake City. Congress 

refused to recognize the provisional state and instead 

created the Utah Territory (named for the local Ute 

tribes) in 1850. Various businesses and 

organizations in Utah still use "Deseret" (which, 

according to the Book of Mormon, is the Jaredite 

word for "beehive" and is meant to be a symbol of 

industriousness) as part of their name, particularly 

those that have connections to the Church of Latter 

Day Saints 2. the name of Brigham Young's 

proposed Phonetic Alphabet for English {image}  

desideratum: n. - something desired or considered 

necessary  

desuetude: n. - the cessation in the use of 

something; the discontinuance of a practice or 

custom: disuse  

detritus: n. - 1. loose bits of rocks which have been 

worn away from a stone 2. any fragments separated 

from the body to which they belonged; any product 

of disintegration: debris  

deus ex machina: n. - (Latin) literally, "god from 

the machinery" 1. in ancient Greek and Roman 

drama, a god introduced by means of a crane to 

unravel and resolve the plot 2. any active agent who 

appears unexpectedly to solve an apparently 

unsolvable difficulty  

devshirme: n. - (Islam) a system of recruitment 

which included the forced conversion of Christian 

youths in order to fill the ranks of the military, 

primarily during the 14th to 17th centuries  

dextrophobia: n. - fear of things to the right side of 

the body  

dhikr: n. - (Islam) 1. a meeting of Sufi dervishes at 

which a phrase containing a name of God is chanted 

rhythmically to glorify him or to induce a state of 

ecstasy, considered prayer without ceasing; literally, 

"remembrance" (of Allâh) 2. each set of passages 

from the Qur'an so chanted, with its accompanying 

ritual  

dhow: n. - (Islam) a long, low-sided, flat sailing 

vessel with one or two masts and triangular curving 

sails (called lateens), used by Arab sailors in the 

Indian Ocean along the east coast of Africa, the 

Arabian peninsula, Pakistan, and India {image}  

dialectic: n. - 1. the tension existing between two 

conflicting or interacting forces, elements, or ideas 

2. the methods used in Socratic philosophy to the 

investigate truth through discussion 3. debate 

intended to resolve a conflict between two 

apparently contradictory ideas or elements logically, 

establishing truths on both sides rather than 

disproving one argument 4. the process, in Hegelian 

and Marxist thought, in which two apparently 

opposed ideas, the thesis and antithesis, become 

combined in a unified whole, the synthesis  

diaspora: n. - 1. (Capitalized) the dispersion of the 

Jews from ancient Palestine (modern Israel) 

following the Babylonians' destruction of the 

Temple in 587-86 BCE (starting the Jewish exile 

known as the Babylonian Captivity), later following 

the Romans' destruction of the Second Temple in 70 

CE, and continuing through today; the Jews living 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Deseret_second_book.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Dhow.jpg
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outside of Israel 2. a dispersion or spreading of a people, language, or culture that was formerly 
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(Nouns)                                 dichotomy –  doppelganger 

 

concentrated in one place  

dichotomy: n. - classification into two mutually 

exclusive subclasses  

didaskaleinophobia: n. - fear of going to school: 

scolionophobia  

didgeridoo: n. - a native Australian (Aboriginal) 

musical instrument, consisting of a long hollowed 

out log that is blown into to create a deep, low drone 

or humming sound. Though the instrument is 

Aboriginal, the name is not. That native names 

include 'yidali,' 'illpera' and 'bombo,' but nothing that 

sounds even vaguely like 'didgeridoo'. A recent 

theory by lexicographer Dymphna Lonergan is that 

word's origins in Australia came via Scots-Irish 

immigrants. She suggests that, based on conventions 

of Gaelic spelling, perhaps the word should be 

pronounced "doodjerreh" and "doo" (though some 

native speakers dispute this). The first means 

"trumpeter," "horn blower," or "crooner"; the second 

means "black" or "native". Put them together 

(adjective following noun in Gaelic) and you get a 

phrase that means "black trumpeter" or "native horn 

blower" and which sounds remarkably like the 

instrument's name {image}  

diegesis: n. - the telling or recounting of a story, as 

opposed to showing or enacting it: narration, 

narrative, recital, recitation [antonym: mimesis]  

dikephobia: n. - fear of justice  

diktat: n. - 1. a harsh settlement unilaterally 

imposed on a defeated party 2. an authoritative 

decree or order  

dingle: n. - a small, deep, wooded valley: dell  

dipsomania: n. - an insatiable craving for alcoholic 

beverages: alcoholism, potomania  

dishabillophobia: n. - fear of undressing in front of 

someone  

dissonance: n. - 1. a combination of sounds that is 

unpleasant to listen to, especially a combination of 

musical notes that sounds displeasing or is 

unresolved, and needs to be resolved to a consonant 

chord: cacophony, discord [antonym: consonance] 

2. a lack of consistency or compatibility between 

actions or beliefs: incongruity, inconsistency  

diuretic: n. (see also adj.) - any substance (caffeine, 

alcohol, a proscribed diuretic drug, etc.) that tends to 

increase the flow of urine. In medicine, diuretics are 

used to treat heart failure, cirrhosis of the liver, 

hypertension (high blood pressure) and certain 

kidney diseases  

djyche: n. (pronounced "jik," this obscure slang 

term was coined by musician Dayv Sweetland) - 1. a 

person who sees around the common view of life 2. 

a profanity when no other profane word will suffice 

3. a band in the early 2000s that didn't quite do it  

dog days: n. - 1. the hot sultry period of summer 

between early July and early September in the 

northern hemisphere 2. a period of stagnation or 

inactivity  

dollop: n. - (see also v.) 1. a shapeless mass or lump 

of something, especially of soft or mushy food; a 

spoon-sized quantity of a thick liquid or a soft solid, 

such as cream or ice cream: blob, glob, portion 2. a 

small amount: bit, iota, modicum  

dolt: n. - a stupid person  

Dome of the Rock: n. - (Islam) the famous, 

beautiful domed shrine in Jerusalem which is one of 

the holiest sites in Islam due to its association with 

Abraham, Jesus and Muhammad. The rock within 

the structure is believed to be the point from which 

Muhammad was miraculously ascended through the 

seven heavens to the throne of God in 619 CE. It is 

sometimes called the Mosque of Umar (though it is 

not a mosque) after the location where the 2nd 

Caliph Umar prayed following the Muslim conquest 

of Jerusalem. The shrine was built around 691 C.E. 

by the Umayyad caliph Abd aI-Malik. It is located 

within the site of the Jewish Temple and is thus a 

source of friction between Muslims and Jews 

{images: 1 & 2}: Mosque of Umar  

donnybrook: n. - a big, loud, or crazy argument or 

fight: brawl, free-for-all, riot, uproar [The word is a 

reference to the Donnybrook Fair, a festival known 

for its drunken brawls that was held annually in 

Donnybrook, a suburb of Dublin, Ireland, until 

1855.]  

doppelganger: n. - (German) the double or ghostly 

counterpart of a living person. To meet your 

doppelganger or see them in a vision or dream was 

considered a bad omen, often indicating that you 

would soon die. A variety of related beliefs about 

evil doubles are found in cultures around the world. 

A voodoo doll is an “image” of the person which, 

supposedly, can be used to control them. People’s 

images in mirrors were thought in some cultures to 

reflect their souls, not merely the light reflecting off 

their bodies. Hence, breaking a mirror was seven 

years bad luck and photographs (being an exact, 

mirror image of the self) could steal your soul. One 

legend is that if you ever meet your doppelganger 

(in person) or see your double (in a mirror, 

photograph, or painting), your soul could become 

confused about where it belonged and jump into the 

identical image. Another related concept is that 

everyone has an evil twin somewhere in the world. 

A science fiction take on this theme is that a time 

traveler must absolutely never meet the past or 

future version of himself or herself; literally, the 

German word “Doppelgänger” means "double-

http://fgerald5020.tripod.com/Pics/Instrumente/holz_didgeridoo.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Dome_of_the_rock_distance.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:MosqueOfOmar1914.jpg
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(Nouns)                                                     dotage – edema 

 

goer": alter ego, double, evil twin, look-alike, wraith  

dotage: n. - 1. feebleness of mind due to old age: 

senility 2. excessive fondness or foolish affection  

double entendre: n. - a word or phrase having a 

double meaning, especially when the second 

meaning is risqué or indecent; a remark that is 

ambiguous and sexually suggestive  

doula: n. - a woman who assists during childbirth 

labor and provides support to the mother, her child 

and the family after childbirth  

doxology: n. - (Christianity) a traditional expression 

of worship or praise to God, especially a short hymn 

sung as part of church services; a rote response of 

the people acclaiming the sovereignty of God in a 

worship service  

doxophobia: n. - fear of expressing opinions or of 

receiving praise  

dreadnought: n. - 1. a battleship of the early 20th 

century armed with six or more guns having 

diameters of 12 inches or more 2. a thick, warm 

cloth, especially when warn as a garment 3. one that 

is among the largest or most powerful of its kind 4. a 

type of large acoustic guitar known for its 

formidable volume and booming bass  

dromedary: n. - (Islam) a camel with one hump, 

native to northern Africa and southwestern Asia 

where it is now domesticated and bred as a beast of 

burden and for racing: Arabian camel  

dross: n. - 1. any worthless matter separated from 

the better part: impure matter, waste 2. something 

that is worthless, commonplace, trivial, or of a low 

quality, and that should be removed: garbage, 

refuse, rubbish, trash 3. the scum that forms on the 

surface of molten metal, which forms as a result of 

oxidation during smelting: slag, scoria 4. the 

impurities of silver separated out in the process of 

melting  

dualism: n. - 1. a theory that considers reality to 

consist of two irreducible elements 2. (Theology) the 

doctrine that the world is ruled by the opposing 

forces of good and evil 3. (Theology) the view that 

humans have two basic natures, the physical and the 

spiritual 4. (Psychology) the view that the mind and 

body function separately, without interchange 5. 

(Biology) the theory that blood cells have two 

origins, from the lymphatic system and from the 

bone marrow [antonym: monism, pluralism]  

dubiety: n. - 1. the condition or quality of being 

doubtful or skeptical 2. a matter of doubt  

dudgeon: n. - a state or fit of intense indignation: 

anger, displeasure, ill humor, resentment, sullenness 

duenna: n. - an elderly woman serving as governess 

and companion to the younger ladies in a Spanish or 

Portuguese family: chaperon  

duff: n. (see also v.) - 1. a stiff flour pudding boiled 

in a cloth bag or steamed, often containing dried 

fruit 2. decaying leaves and branches covering a 

forest floor 3. fine coal: slack 4. (slang) the buttocks  

dunnage: n. - 1. loose packing material used to 

protect a ship's cargo from damage during transport; 

loose wood, matting, or similar material used to 

keep a cargo in position in a ship’s hold 2. personal 

baggage: luggage 3. wooden frames used on 

concrete floors for stacking bags of rice, used to 

prevent direct contact between the grain and the 

floor  

duodenum: n. - the first part of the small intestine 

extending from the stomach to the jejunum (the 

middle section of the small intestine)  

duplex: n. - telecommunications describing how 

signals are sent and how characters appear on the 

screen when you communicate with a modem. Full 

duplex (no echo) means that you send characters to 

the other computer, and everything you see on the 

screen comes from the other computer. Half duplex 

(local echo) means that the characters you type 

appear on your screen directly  

dura mater: n. - (Anatomy) the outermost, toughest, 

and most fibrous of the three membranes (meninges) 

which line the inside of the skull and cover the brain 

and spinal cord [see also: arachnoid, pia mater]  

durbar: n. - (also spelled 'darbar') 1. an official 

public reception held by an Indian prince or a British 

governor or viceroy in India (during its era as a 

colony of Britain), or by a local chief or British 

official in colonial Africa 2. the court of a native 

ruler in India 3. the room in the palace of a native 

prince of India in which audiences and receptions 

occur: audience hall  

dyspnea: n. - difficulty in breathing caused, for 

example, by heart disease or overexertion  

eccyesis: n. - a pregnancy resulting when a fertilized 

egg imbeds itself outside the uterus, usually within 

the Fallopian tube: ectopic pregnancy  

ecdysiast: n. - a performer who provides erotic 

entertainment by undressing to music: exotic dancer, 

peeler, stripper, striptease artist  

ecliptic: n. - a great circle representing the seeming 

motion of the sun in relation to the earth during a 

year, so called because lunar and solar eclipses can 

only occur when the moon crosses this path (of 

course, it's really the motion of the Earth which 

gives the Sun the appearance of movement)  

ectogenesis: n. - the development of an organism in 

vitro, or in an artificial environment outside the 

body in which it would normally be found  

ectopic pregnancy: n. - [see: eccyesis]           

edema: n. - (Medicine) the swelling of any organ or 
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(Nouns)                                         effrontery – emporium 

 

tissue due to excess fluid  

effrontery: n. - shameless boldness: audacity, 

chutzpah, cheek, confidence, gall, immodesty, 

impudence, insolence, nerve  

effulgence: n. - radiant splendor: brilliance  

effutiation: n. - foolish, trivial, or idle talk: 

balderdash, bullshit, chatter, prattle, twaddle  

eglantine: n. - a wild rose that has a long stem with 

prickles, fragrant leaves, and flowers of various 

colours: sweetbriar  

egress: n. (see also v.) - 1. the action or right of 

going or coming out 2. a place or means of going 

out: exit  

eisoptrophobia: n. - fear of mirrors or seeing 

oneself in a mirror: catoptrophobia  

ekphrasis: n. - a vivid literary description of a 

specific work of art  

elan: n. - 1. a feeling of strong eagerness or 

liveliness (in general, or for a specific person or 

cause): ardor, energy, enthusiasm, spirit, vigor 2. 

distinctive, self-confident elegance: dash, flair, style  

electroencephalogram (EEG): n. - a written 

recording of electrical activity in the brain. 

Electrodes are attached to the scalp. Wires attach 

these electrodes to a machine (called an 

electroencephalograph) which records the electrical 

impulses in zig zag lines. The results can be used to 

detect various problems within the brain (such as 

epilepsy), measure information regarding sleep : and 

wakefulness, and confirm brain death: the brain 

wave test {machine, electrode wires, a 

reading}  

eleutherophobia: n. - fear of freedom  

ellipsis: n. - 1. (Rhetoric) the omission of a word or 

phrase necessary for grammatical correctness, but 

not necessary for understanding. The omission of 

"go" at the end of "I went but my wife didn't" is an 

example of ellipsis, or as in "The average person 

thinks he isn't." –Father Larry Lorenzoni 2. a printed 

mark, usually three dots (...), or, less often, asterisks 

(***) or a dash (——), used to indicate that 

something has been omitted from a text  

elocution: n. - 1. the art of clear and effective public 

speaking by using expert control of voice and 

gesture 2. a style of speaking, especially in public  

Elysium: n. - 1. (Greek Myth) a dwelling place 

assigned to happy or blessed souls after death: 

Paradise 2. any place or condition of ideal bliss or 

complete happiness  

emanation: n. - 1. the act of emitting, sending out, 

or giving out something; causing to flow forth 2. 

something that is emitted or radiated (as a gas, an 

odor, or a light, etc.) 3. (Philosophy) (a) according to 

Plotinus, the idea that individual things, including 

human beings, are derived from the flow of the more 

primary "One," that individuals are nothing more 

than the faint ripples left by a primordial big splash 

(b) the belief of certain religious or philosophical 

traditions that a Supreme Being did not directly 

create the physical universe, but instead emanated 

lower spiritual beings who created the world; the 

origination of the world by a series of hierarchically 

descending radiations from the godhead through 

intermediate stages to matter 4. (Christianity) the 

creation and spread of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 5. 

in various mystical traditions, a being or force which 

is a manifestation of God  

embrasure: n. - 1. an opening with sides angled so 

that the gap is larger on the inside of the wall than 

on the outside, usually for allowing the firing of 

cannon 2. an opening in a wall, such as a door or a 

window  

emeritus: n. (see also adj.) - one who is retired but 

retains an honorary title corresponding to that held 

immediately before retirement  

emesis: n. - the act of vomiting: disgorgement, 

regurgitation, puking, spewing  

emetic: n. - (Medicine) a drug used to cause 

vomiting, often used to quickly remove a poisonous 

or toxic substance someone has swallowed before it 

is absorbed into the body [antonym: anti-emetic]  

emir: n. - literally, "commander" 1. a chieftain, 

prince, commander, or head of state in some Islamic 

countries of the Middle East 2. (Islam) an honorific 

title for a descendant of the prophet Muhammad  

emirate: n. - a country ruled by an emir (Arab 

prince or commander)  

emollient: n. (see also adj.) - an agent that assuages, 

mollifies, softens, or soothes, especially the skin  

emolument: n. - the wages or benefits arising from 

office, employment, or labor: compensation, gain, 

payment, profit, salary  

emphysema: n. - 1. a pathological condition in 

which the air sacs of the lungs are damaged and 

enlarged, causing breathlessness, labored breathing, 

lack of flexibility in the lungs and an increased 

susceptibility to infection. This condition is 

associated with smoking, chronic bronchitis and old 

age 2. an abnormal enlargement of an organ or body 

tissue caused by retention of air or gas  

empiricism: n. - 1. the practice of relying on 

observation and experiment rather than theory, 

especially in the natural sciences 2. (Philosophy) a 

theory that all knowledge is derived from the 

experience of the senses 3. the practice of medicine 

that disregards scientific theory and relies solely on 

practical experience: quackery  

http://www.pemed.com/neuro/nihn4423/nk442331.jpg
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/science/mind/images/eegcu2_200.jpg
http://www.princetoncme.com/public/2004-79-1/images/fig2.gif
http://www.princetoncme.com/public/2004-79-1/images/fig2.gif
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emporium: n. - 1. a place where various goods are bought, sold or traded: bazaar, marketplace, mart 2. 
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(Nouns)                                             encephalitis – errata 

 

a large shop or retail store, especially one selling a 

wide variety of goods  

encephalitis: n. - inflammation of the brain  

encomium: n. - a speech or piece of writing 

expressing high or intense praise, especially in a 

formal manner (originally, a song sung by the Greek 

chorus to honor the hero of the Olympic Games 

during the post-Games victory celebration): eulogy, 

laudatory ode, panegyric, tribute  

enema: n. - an apparatus used to cause evacuation of 

the bowels (to make you poop) by pumping a liquid 

into the anus, often used for cleaning the lower 

bowel prior to a medical or surgical procedure  

enfant terrible: n. - 1. a child whose inopportune 

remarks cause embarrassment 2. a person known for 

shocking remarks or outrageous behavior 3. a 

usually young and successful person who is 

strikingly unorthodox, innovative, or avant-garde  

enissophobia: n. - fear of criticism  

ennui: n. - weariness or dissatisfaction arising from 

lack of interest: apathy, boredom, jadedness, tedium  

ens: n. - (Philosophy) 1. 'being' in the most general 

sense of the term, without particular qualities or 

characteristics; the state of existence 2. an actually 

existing being: entity 3. something supposed to 

condense within itself all the virtues and qualities of 

a substance from which it is extracted: essence  

enteritis: n. - inflammation of the intestine, 

especially the small intestine, usually characterized 

by diarrhea and caused by bacterial or viral infection 

entresol: n. - a low-ceilinged story between the 

ground floor and the first floor of a building, 

especially one in the form of a balcony: mezzanine  

epanalepsis: n. - (Rhetoric) a phrase or set of words 

repeated later on in a speech or text as a rhetorical 

device, such as "The king is dead, long live the 

king," or "Believe not all you can hear, tell not all 

you believe." —Native American proverb, or "In 

times like these, it is helpful to remember that there 

have always been times like these. " —Paul Harvey  

ephebiphobia: n. - fear of teenagers  

Ephialtes: n. - 1. a nightmare; the demon who 

causes nightmares; in Greek literally, "he who jumps 

upon": incubus 2. one of the Giants who made war 

against the gods. He was defeated by Apollo  

epidemic: n. (see also adj.) - a sudden, widespread 

development of something undesirable within a 

community, especially the rapid spread of a 

contagious disease  

epidural: n. - regional anesthesia resulting from 

injection of an anesthetic into the epidural space of 

the spinal cord (sensation is lost in the abdominal 

and genital and pelvic areas, used in childbirth and 

gynecological surgery)  

epigone: n. - a second-rate imitator or mediocre 

follower, especially of an important artist, writer, 

musician, or philosopher  

epigram: n. - a short sentence, rhyme or poem that 

expresses an idea in a clever or amusing way  

epistaxiophobia: n. - fear of nosebleeds  

epistemology: n. - the branch of philosophy that 

studies the nature of knowledge, especially with 

regard to its limitations, methods, foundations, and 

validity  

epistemophobia: n. - fear of knowledge: 

gnosiophobia  

epistrophe: n. - (Rhetoric) the ending a series of 

lines, phrases, clauses, or sentences with the same 

word or words. For example: "We are born to 

sorrow, pass our time in sorrow, end our days in 

sorrow" and "of the people, by the people, for the 

people." —Abraham Lincoln [see also: anaphora]  

epitaph: n. - 1. words written on a tombstone or at a 

grave in memory of the person who has died 2. a 

short speech, poem, or piece of writing celebrating 

the life of a recently deceased person  

epithet: n. - 1. an abusive or insulting word or 

phrase: curse, expletive, insult, invective, slur 2. a 

descriptive word or phrase which highlights a 

certain quality in a person or thing. For example, 

“Richard the Lion-Hearted” is an epithet of Richard 

I 3. a characterizing word or phrase firmly 

associated with a person or thing and often used in 

place of an actual name or title, such as “man's best 

friend” for “dog” 4. (Biology) part of a scientific 

name designating a species or lower division of a 

genus (this applies only to formal names of plants, 

fungi and bacteria. In formal names of animals an 

epithet does not occur)  

epitome: n. - 1. a summary or brief presentation of 

something, such as a written work: abbreviature, 

abstract, abridgement, compendium, summary, 

synopsis 2. a typical or ideal example: embodiment, 

paradigm, prototype, standard  

eponym: n. - the name of a people, country, city, 

drug, disease, etc. which was derived from the name 

of an individual  

eremite: n. - someone who lives in solitude, 

especially if for religious reasons: anchorite, hermit, 

recluse [antonym: cenobite]  

eristic: n. (see also adj.) - 1. one given to or expert 

in dispute or argument; a person who is good at or 

enjoys controversy: debater 2. the skill or practice of 

debating, especially in a manner involving subtle 

logic or purposefully deceptive arguments  

erotophobia: n. - fear of sexual love  

errata: n. - 1. a list of mistakes and their 

corrections, especially a separate page in a book or 
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(Nouns)                                       erratum –  fanfaronade 

 

periodical listing errors that were noticed after it was 

published but before it was distributed: corrigenda 

2. the plural of erratum  

erratum: n. - a mistake in printing or writing, 

especially one noted on a list that is included with a 

printed book  

erythrophobia: n. - fear of the color red or blushing 

escapologist: n. - someone who is expert in the art 

of escaping: escape artist  

eschatology: n. - 1. the branch of theology that is 

concerned with the end of the world or of 

humankind 2. any system of doctrines concerning 

the ultimate end of things, such as death, the destiny 

of humanity, the Second Coming, or the Last 

Judgment  

esker: n. - a long narrow winding ridge of sand or 

gravel, deposited by a stream flowing under a 

glacier  

espalier: n. - 1. a vine, shrub, or fruit tree that is 

trained to grow flat against a support (such as a wall 

or a trellis) 2. a railing or trellis on which fruit trees, 

shrubs or vines are trained to grow flat  

Esperanto: n. - one of the early attempts at 

constructing an artificial international language, and 

the most widely spoken. It was invented by the 

Polish man Ludwik Zamenhof in 1887 (his 

Esperanto pseudonym was Doctor Esperanto: 

"somebody who hopes"). It was designed with a 

vocabulary based on word roots common to many 

European languages and a regularized system of 

inflection (see also: Volapük)  

esplanade: n. - 1. a flat open stretch of pavement or 

grass, especially one used for walking or driving 

along a shore 2. a wide level area outside a 

fortification, where attackers will be exposed to fire 

from defenders  

etiology: n. - (also spelled 'aetiology') 1. 

(Philosophy) the study of something's cause or 

origin 2. (Medicine) the scientific study of a disease 

or disorder's cause or origin  

etiological myth: n. - a myth intended to explain the 

cause or origin of natural phenomena, of cult 

practices, of a place name, or of a family name  

eudaimonia: n. - the state of being happy, healthy, 

prosperous and content; the emotional or 

psychological state of feeling in harmony with the 

world and happy with your own life; the spirit of joy 

and peace of mind  

euphobia: n. - fear of good news or hearing good 

news  

euphrasia: n. - a homeopathic remedy prepared 

from eyebright and used to treat conditions such as 

the common cold and various eye problems; in 

Greek literally, "cheerfulness" or "gladness" 

(sometimes used in its literal meaning)  

eurotophobia: n. - fear of female genitalia: 

kolpophobia  

eustachian tube: n. - a slender tube of bone and 

cartilage that connects the middle ear with the 

nasopharynx (behind the nasal cavity) and serves to 

equalize air pressure on either side of the eardrum  

exegesis: n. - an explanation or critical 

interpretation, especially of a text: exposition  

exegete: n. - a person who explains or interprets 

difficult parts of written works  

exhortation: n. 1. an act or instance of arguing or 

persuasion 2. language intended to incite and 

encourage  

existentialism: n. - (Philosophy) a 20th-century 

philosophical movement which emphasizes the 

uniqueness and isolation of the individual 

experience in a hostile or indifferent universe, 

regards human existence as lacking meaning and as 

ultimately purposeless, stresses freedom of choice, 

requires individuals to take responsibility for their 

own actions and shape their own destinies 

(Prominent existentialists include Arthur 

Schopenhauer, Søren Kierkegaard, Friedrich 

Nietzsche, Edmund Husserl, Martin Heidegger, 

Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir.)  

expatriate: n. (see also v.) - 1. someone who has 

moved out of his or her own country, especially for 

a long time or permanently 2. someone who has 

given up their citizenship or whose citizenship has 

been taken away from them  

eyeball frazzle: n. - the unofficial term for the 

condition of those who read too much information 

on the Internet  

facetiae: n. - witty or humorous writings and 

sayings; merry conceits: witticisms  

facsimile: n. - 1. an exact copy 2. a system of 

transmitting and reproducing graphic matter (as 

printing or still pictures) by means of signals sent 

over telephone lines: fax  

factotum: n. - a person having many diverse 

activities or responsibilities; an employee or 

assistant who serves in a very wide range of 

capacities; a general servant  

fait accompli: n. - an accomplished and presumably 

irreversible deed or fact, used often as a term in 

political diplomacy  

famulus: n. - a personal secretary, attendant or 

servant, especially to a scholar or magician  

fana: n. - (Islam) in Sufism, the ecstatic union or 

annihilation of self/ego with the Divine  

fanfaronade: n. - 1. empty or vain boasting; 

arrogant talk; a bragging or blustering manner or 

behavior: bluster, bragging, bravado, gasconade, 
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(Nouns)                                                        farrago – flak 

 

ostentation, rodomontade, swaggering 2. a blast on 

trumpets: fanfare  

farrago: n. - a confused mixture: hodgepodge, 

medley, ishmash  

fartlek: n. - a method of athletic training (especially 

for runners) in which strenuous effort and normal 

effort alternate in a continuous exercise consisting of 

bursts of intense effort loosely alternating with less 

strenuous activity. It was developed in the 1930’s by 

Swedish coach Gosta Holmer (1891-1983). The 

word, which is Swedish, translates as "speed play"  

fascia: n. - 1. a flat strip: band, fillet 2. an instrument 

panel or dashboard, as of an automobile 3. a board 

over a shop front, bearing the proprietor's name, etc.  

fata morgana: n. - 1. a kind of mirage by which 

distant objects appear inverted, distorted, displaced, 

or multiplied 2. a mirage in the Strait of Messina 

(attributed to the Arthurian sorcerer Morgan le Fay)  

fatiloquist: n. - someone thought to foresee or 

foretell the future: fortune teller, oracle, prophet, 

soothsayer  

fatwa: n. - (Islam) a legal opinion issued by a 

qualified Muslim scholar (known as a Mufti) on 

matters of religious belief and practice, often given 

in response to questions posed by local Muslims. 

However, this decree is not legally binding and, 

consequently, people often obtain second opinions 

and receive different answers from different Muftis. 

In order for the fatwa to be valid or legitimate, the 

Mufti must have attained certain rigorous levels of 

religious and legal prowess  

fealty: n. - 1. the feudal obligation by which the 

tenant or vassal was bound to be faithful to his lord 

2. the oath taken by a feudal vassal expressing 

loyalty to his lord 3. the loyalty that someone owes 

someone else, such as citizens owe to their country, 

subjects to their sovereign, children to their parents, 

etc.: allegiance, faithfulness, fidelity, loyalty  

femtosecond: n. - one quadrillionth of a second  

fettle: n. (see also v.) - 1. a state of health, fitness, 

wholeness, spirit, or form -- often used in the phrase 

'in fine fettle' 2. loose sand or ore used to line the 

hearth of a reverberatory furnace in preparation for 

pouring molten metal  

fiacre: n. - small horse-drawn carriage with four 

wheels, used in the past for hire like a taxi  

fiat: n. - (Latin) literally, ‘let it be done’; 1. an 

authoritative and often arbitrary command that is 

achieved with little or no additional effort, especially 

by a person (such as a president, ruler, or judge) 

having absolute authority to enforce that command: 

decree, dictate, edict, mandate, order, 

pronouncement 2. a formal or official authorization 

of something: endorsement, sanction  

fiat money: n. - money, especially paper currency, 

that is issued by government decree, has no inherent 

value (paper is simply paper, after all), and is not 

backed by reserves of gold or silver. The value of 

fiat money depends on the strength of the issuing 

country's economy. A government issuing too much 

fiat money is one cause of inflation  

fichu: n. - a woman's triangular scarf or cape of 

lightweight fabric (usually lace), worn over the 

shoulders and crossed or tied in a loose knot at the 

breast  

FIDE: n. - "Federation Internationale des Echecs," 

the governing body of world chess  

fifth estate: n. - any class or group in society other 

than the nobility, the clergy, the middle (or 

"common") class, and the press  

fillip: n. (see also v.) - 1. a snap of the finger forced 

suddenly from the thumb; a smart blow 2. something 

serving to rouse or excite: stimulus 3. a trivial 

addition: embellishment  

film noir: n. - a film genre (especially of the 1940s 

and 1950s) that is fatalistic, pessimistic, or cynical in 

mood and often dealing melodramatically with 

urban crime and corruption  

first estate: n. - the first of three traditional social 

and political estates in societies that date from feudal 

times, consisting of the clergy in France and the 

Lords Spiritual in England  

fistula: n. - 1. an abnormal opening or passage 

between two organs or between an organ and the 

skin, caused by disease, injury, congenital 

malformation, trauma, or complications in certain 

medical treatments 2. a chronic inflammation in the 

ridge between the shoulder bones of a horse  

Five Pillars of Islam, the: n. - the 5 core beliefs and 

duties of Muslims, which demonstrate a total 

commitment to God in word and in deed: (1) the 

declaration of faith that Allah is the only god and 

Muhammad is his last prophet [Shahada], (2) daily 

prayers facing Mecca [salat], (3) mandatory alms 

giving to the needy [zakat], (4) self-purification 

through fasting during the month of Ramadan 

[sawm], and (5) a pilgrimage to Mecca for those 

who are able [the hajj]  

flagon: n. - 1. a large vessel, usually of metal or 

pottery, with a handle and short spout and often a 

lid, used for holding wine or other alcoholic 

beverages: carafe, decanter, pitcher {image} 2. 

quantity of liquid that such a vessel can hold  

flak: n. - 1. military guns designed to shoot upward 

at airplanes; any method of engaging military 

aircraft in combat from the ground 2. the bursting 

shells fired from antiaircraft guns: shrapnel 3. 

excessive or abusive criticism 4. the expression of 

http://www.m-w.com/mw/art/flagon.htm
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(Nouns)                                          flak jacket – fricative 

 

disagreement: dissension, opposition  

flak jacket: n. - a jacket containing metal plates for 

protection against flak: bulletproof vest  

flame bait: n. - in an un-moderated newsgroup, a 

posting that contains opinions that prompt flames 

(abusive remarks and personal attacks) and that may 

ultimately launch a flame war. Flame-bait topics 

include abortion, homosexuality, and the desirability 

of using Microsoft products. True flame bait 

unintentionally elicits such responses; when such 

postings are made intentionally, the post is more 

properly called a troll  

flatfoot: n. - 1. a condition in which the arch of the 

instep is flattened so that the entire sole rests upon 

the ground 2. (slang) police officer, especially a 

patrolman walking a regular beat: pavement 

pounder, sidewalk snail 3. (slang) sailor  

flat-square monitor: n. - a monitor that is more 

gently curved than most, but really neither flat nor 

square. Flat-square monitors have less distortion 

than most displays, but they are not free of spherical 

distortion, as flat-tension-mask monitors are  

flat tension-mask monitor: n. - a monitor design 

that includes an absolutely flat (and therefore, 

distortion-free) display  

flibbertigibbet: n. - a silly, flighty, or scatterbrained 

person, especially a pert young woman with such 

qualities; a female fool  

flivver: n. - an automobile, especially one that is 

small cheap and old  

florilegium: n. - a volume of writings: anthology  

flotsam: n. - 1. floating wreckage of a ship or its 

cargo: floating debris, jetsam, jettison, lagan, ligan 

2. a floating population (as of emigrants or 

castaways) 3. an accumulation of miscellaneous or 

unimportant stuff  

fluidics: n. - the technology of using the flows and 

pressures of fluids in sensing, control, and 

information-processing systems with no moving 

parts  

foible: n. - 1. a small weakness, slight frailty of 

character 2. the weakest part of a sword blade, from 

the middle to the point [antonym: forte]  

foolscap: n. - 1. (British) a sheet of writing or 

printing paper measuring approximately 13.5 by 17 

inches 2. a cap or hood usually with bells worn by 

jesters {image} 3. a cone-shaped cap for slow or 

lazy students: dunce cap {image}  

fop: n. - a man who is devoted to or vain about his 

appearance or dress: coxcomb, dandy, gallant, 

lounge lizard, man of the world  

forage: n. (see also v.) - 1. food for animals 

especially when taken by browsing or grazing 2. the 

act of searching for provisions  

forte: n. - 1. a strength, a thing one does particularly 

well 2. the strongest part of a sword blade, from the 

middle to the hilt [antonym: foible]  

fortnight: n. - a period of 14 days: two weeks  

fourth estate: n. - journalists, the public press, or 

the media in general (this is a modern extension of 

the original three estates of traditional social and 

political status during the fuedal era)  

fractional reserve banking: n. - a banking system 

in which only a fraction of the total deposits 

managed by a bank must be kept in reserve. For 

example, using an initial deposit of $100 and a 

reserve requirement of 10% (the U.S. reserve 

requirement through 2008 and 2009), a bank could 

do one of two things. It could either keep $10 and 

loan out the remaining $90, or it could keep all $100 

and loan out $1000 of money ($900 of which is 

commercial bank money created out of thin air) and 

still keep within its 10% requirement. Modern 

banking makes most of its money through the 

second option, effectively "loaning" a great deal 

more money than it could possibly have. As long as 

the bank makes up the difference through interest on 

its own investments, and as long as there is no run 

on the bank, this system generates huge profits. The 

creation of money by banks in this manner is a 

significant factor of inflation  

francophobia: n. - fear of France or French culture: 

galiphobia, gallophobia  

freemartin: n. - a sterile or otherwise sexually 

imperfect female calf born as the twin of a bull calf; 

a hermaphrodite cow  

free radical: n. - an atom or molecule that has one 

or more unpaired electrons, no positive or negative 

charge, and is extremely reactive. Free radicals 

attempt to stabilize themselves by releasing the 

unpaired electron or stealing one from a nearby 

molecule. This can start a rapid chain reaction that 

creates many more free radicals. The robbing of 

electrons by free radicals can damage cells, proteins, 

and DNA by altering their chemical structures. 

When found in the body (produced by natural 

biological processes or brought into the body 

through tobacco smoke, toxins, or pollutants), free 

radicals contribute to the natural aging process and 

can cause or speed up a variety of health problems, 

such as cancer and Alzheimer's. Antioxidants, uric 

acid, and certain enzymes deactivate free radicals, 

preventing them from harming cells in the body  

fretsaw: n. - a long, narrow-bladed saw with fine 

teeth, usually mounted across a U-shaped frame and 

used for cutting curved shapes in thin wood or 

http://www.m-w.com/mw/art/foolscap.htm
http://www.ronandjoe.com/friends/hypnoclp/hypno2/Contents/images/2_children_youth_1/dunce_in_dunce_cap.gif
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metal: jigsaw, scroll saw                               fricative: n. - (Linguistics) a consonant sound, such 
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(Nouns)                                             frisson – gamma ray 

 

as f or s in English, produced by forcing one's breath 

through a narrowly open mouth  

frisson: n. - a brief moment of intense emotional 

excitement: shudder, thrill  

frotteurism: n. - the act, fantasy or urge to achieve 

sexual gratification through rubbing the genital area 

against the body of a stranger (usually an 

unsuspecting, involuntary victim) in a densely 

packed crowd, such as in crowded trains, buses, and 

elevators  

fundamentalism: n. - 1. the belief that every word 

in a particular sacred text is literal truth; the belief 

that religious or political doctrine should be 

implemented literally, not interpreted or adapted 2. 

(Capitalized) an conservative, evangelical 

(sometimes militant) movement in American 

Protestantism that arose in the late 19th and early 

20th century in opposition to secularism and 

Protestant Liberalism. This movement stresses the 

infallibility of the Bible not only in matters of faith 

and morals but also as a literal historical record, 

holding as essential to Christian faith belief in such 

doctrines as the creation of the world, the virgin 

birth, physical resurrection, atonement by the 

sacrificial death of Christ, and the Second Coming  

funicular: n. - a cable railway ascending a 

mountain; especially one in which an ascending car 

counterbalances a descending car  

furbelow: n. - 1. a pleated or gathered flounce on a 

woman's garment; a ruffle 2. something showy or 

superfluous; a bit of showy ornamentation  

furigana: n. - (Japanese) small hiragana characters 

written above kanji (and these days sometimes 

above Roman letters) as a phonetic comment and 

reading aid. In horizontal text, yokogaki, they are 

placed above the line of text, while in vertical text, 

tategaki, they are placed to the right of the line of 

text  

fustilugs: n. - a gross, fat, clumsy person, especially 

a fat and slovenly woman  

fuzzy logic: n. - 1. (Logic) a branch of logic, 

originally developed by Lofti Zadeh, that recognizes 

a possible range of intermediate values between the 

logical extremes of true and false, as well as the 

possibility of partially belonging inside a set (for 

example, someone standing in the doorway to the 

kitchen only partially belongs to the set of people 

standing in the kitchen). It is designed to more 

closely resemble the way the human mind evaluates 

complex situations, and (because it allows degrees 

of uncertainty and imprecision to be expressed in the 

representation of knowledge) it is the basis of 

computer programming designed to mimic human 

intelligence. In application software, it has been 

incorporated into some spell checkers to suggest to 

the user the most likely substitutions for a 

misspelled word 2. (Mathematics) a form of algebra 

employing a range of values from “true” to “false” 

(expressed mathematically, between 1 and 0) that is 

used in decision-making with imprecise data, such 

as in artificial intelligence systems 3. (Computers) 

an approach to computing based on "degrees of 

truth" rather than the usual "true or false" (1 or 0) 

Boolean logic on which the modern computer is 

based. Fuzzy logic includes 0 and 1 as extreme cases 

of truth, but also includes various states of truth in 

between 4. (Video Recording) autofocus technology 

that increases focusing accuracy by rotating the lens 

by tiny amounts, not noticeable to the eye  

gaijin: n. - (Japanese) a foreigner in Japan (some 

Westerners consider this an insult, but most 

Japanese do not intend it to be insulting); literally, 

"outside person": gaikokujin  

gaikokujin: n. - (Japanese) foreigners or people not 

of Japanese nationality, whether they are inside 

Japan or not; literally, "outside (of the) country 

person": gaijin  

galiphobia: n. - fear of France or French culture: 

francophobia, gallophobia  

gallimaufry: n. - a absurd jumble of various things 

or people: hash, hodgepodge, hotchpotch, jumble, 

medley, mixture, potpourri  

gallophobia: n. - fear of France or French culture: 

francophobia, galiphobia  

gambit: n. - (Chess) a move, usually early in the 

game, in which the player sacrifices minor pieces in 

order to gain a stronger or better position on the 

board  

gaminerie: n. - an impudent or wisecracking 

attitude: childishness, playfulness  

gamma ray: n. - a stream of high-energy photons 

(electromagnetic radiation) found in: 1) regular 

atomic decay (radioactivity), 2) particle-antiparticle 

annihilation, and 3) cosmic radiation emitted from 

pulsars, quasars, supernova explosions, and radio 

galaxies. (Cosmic gamma rays cannot reach the 

Earth due to the protection of the atmosphere and, 

therefore, were not observed until pictures began to 

be recorded in space). Although similar to x-rays, 

gamma rays are typically higher in energy, 

frequency, and penetration, and shorter in 

wavelength. (One exception to this is high-energy 

X-rays produced by linear accelerators or 

astrophysical processes, which often have higher 

energy than gamma rays produced by radioactive 

gamma decay.) Also, X-rays are emitted by 

electrons outside the nucleus, while gamma rays are 

specifically emitted by the nucleus. Because of their 
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high penetration, gamma rays are best shielded 

against using dense materials, such as lead or 

depleted uranium  

gamma-ray burst (GRB): n. - (Astronomy) an 

intense beam of gamma radiation originating in 

distant galaxies and lasting between a fraction of a 

second to several minutes. Gamma-ray bursts are 

known to be emitted from two cosmic events: 1) 

from the core-collapse supernova of a rapidly 

rotating, super-massive star, and 2) from the 

merging of two neutron stars. The explosions are 

extremely energetic (typically releasing as much 

energy in a few seconds as the Sun will in its 

lifetime of 10 billion years) and extremely rare (a 

few per galaxy every million years)  

gangrene: n. - the death and decay of localized body 

tissue, often occurring in a limb, caused by 

insufficient blood supply or bacterial infection and 

usually following injury or disease: necrotic tissue, 

slough, sphacelus  

garner: n. (see also v.) - 1. a storehouse for threshed 

grain or animal feed: grain bin, granary 2. a store or 

supply of something: accumulation, collection  

garrote: n. (see also v.) - 1. a method of execution 

formerly practiced in Spain, in which a tightened 

iron collar (also called a garrote) is used to strangle 

or break the neck of a condemned person 2. 

strangulation, especially in order to rob 3. a cord or 

wire used for strangling  

gastriloquist: n. - one who appears to speak from 

his stomach or is able to throw her voice: 

ventriloquist  

gastronome: n. - a connoisseur of good food and 

drink  

gelding: n. - a castrated male horse  

geliophobia: n. - fear of laughter  

Gemara: n. - (Judaism) the second part of the 

Talmud, forming a set of rabbinical commentaries 

and analysis on the first part of the Talmud, the 

Mishnah. There are two versions: the Babylonian 

version called Bavli (written in East Aramaic), and 

the Palestinian version called Yerushalmi (written in 

West Aramaic); literally, "learning" or "completion" 

[see also: Mishnah]  

gendarme: n. - 1. a member of the French national 

police organization constituting a branch of the 

armed forces with responsibility for general law 

enforcement 2. a police officer in France and 

French-speaking countries 3. a pinnacle, isolated 

rock tower, or other steep-sided rock formation 

along a ridge (metaphorically "guarding" the 

summit) 4. salted and smoked herring  

geniophobia: n. - fear of chins gentamicin: n. - an 

antibiotic that is derived from an actinomycete; used 

in treating infections of the urinary tract  

gentrification: n. (see also v.) - the process by 

which stores, houses, and other buildings in run-

down neighborhoods are bought and improved by 

middle class or wealthy people, most often causing 

the displacement of small businesses and the 

homelessness of poor people due to rising rent costs  

genuphobia: n. - fear of knees  

geriatrics: n. - the branch of medicine that deals 

with the diagnosis and treatment of diseases and 

problems specific to people of old age (such as in 

their eighties or older)  

gerontophobia: n. - 1. fear of old persons 2. fear of 

aging or growing old  

gest: n. - 1. a tale of adventures, especially a 

romance in verse 2. a notable adventure or exploit  

gewgaw: n. - a showy trifle: bauble, gimcrack, 

novelty, trinket  

gherkin: n. - a small or immature cucumber, 

especially one used for pickling  

gimcrack: n. (see also adj.) - a cheap and showy 

object of little or no use: bauble, gewgaw, novelty, 

toy, trifle, trinket  

glacis: n. - 1. a gentle slope or incline, especially 

one that is not very long or steep 2. a neutral area 

separating conflicting forces: neutral zone 3. 

(Military) an artificial slope of earth in front of a 

fortification, designed to make it easier to fire on 

attacking forces until the last possible moment: 

defensive slope  

glasnost: n. - (Russian) an official policy change in 

the former Soviet government (headed by Mikhail 

Gorbachev), beginning in 1985. Glasnost loosened 

government control on all aspects of life, 

emphasized open discussion in regard to social 

problems and shortcomings, allowed criticism of 

government policies, and encouraged freer 

distribution of news and information; literally, 

"publicity" or "openness"  

glaucoma: n. - a disease of the eye marked by 

increased pressure (or hardening) within the eyeball 

that can result in damage to the optic disk (where the 

optic nerve meets the retina) and gradual loss of 

vision  

gloaming: n. - the fall of evening: dusk, twilight  

glockenspiel: n. - a percussion instrument consisting 

of a set of graduated metal bars mounted on a frame 

and played with small hammers  

glossolalia: n. - 1. the phenomenon of someone 

speaking in an unknown or unintelligible language, 

usually occurring during a state of ecstasy at a 

religious worship and regarded as a gift of the Holy 

Spirit: the gift of tongues, speaking in tongues, 

xenoglossia 2. fabricated and nonmeaningful speech,
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especially when associated with a trance state or 

certain schizophrenic syndromes  

glurge: n. - a sentimental, sappy or moralistically 

uplifting story, particularly one delivered via e-mail, 

that uses inaccurate or fabricated facts; improbable 

stories with moralistic undertones, intended to tug at 

your heartstrings  

gnomon: n. - 1. an object that by the position or 

length of its shadow serves as an indicator, 

especially the stationary arm on a sundial whose 

shadow indicates the time (usually oriented so that it 

points north and is parallel to the axis of the Earth) 

2. a column or shaft erected perpendicular to the 

horizon 3. (Geometry) a plane figure formed by 

removing a parallelogram from a corner of a larger 

parallelogram (resembles an "L" or a slanted "L") 

{image}  

gnosiophobia: n. - fear of knowledge: 

epistemophobia  

gnosis: n. - secret, intuitive knowledge of spiritual 

mysteries or spiritual truths ("knowledge of the 

heart" or "insight" about the spiritual nature of the 

cosmos) held by the ancient Gnostics to be essential 

to salvation  

Gnosticism: n. - 1. an ancient pagan, Jewish, and 

early Christian religious movement (considered 

heretical) teaching that salvation comes by gaining 

insight into secret spiritual knowledge (known as 

gnosis) of the Supreme Father who created the 

"good" spirit world. This knowledge frees humanity 

from the evil material world created by the 

Demiurge (Jehovah of the Bible). Many Gnostic 

sects were the victims of genocide by the early 

Christian Church 2. the doctrine of salvation by 

knowledge  

Go: n. - a Chinese board game played with black 

and white stones on a surface marked with 19 lines 

intersecting each other to create 361 crossing points. 

The object of the game is to capture the opponent’s 

stones and to control a larger portion of the board 

{image}  

gobbet: n. - 1. a lump, chunk, or mouthful, 

especially of raw meat: bit, fragment, mass, morsel, 

piece 2. a small amount of liquid; a drop 3. an 

extract from a text or from an image, especially one 

chosen for analysis, translation or discussion: 

excerpt  

golconda: n. - 1. (Capitalized) the capital of the 

Qutb Shahi kingdom in southern India in the 16th 

century, home to one of the most powerful Muslim 

sultanates in the region and the center of a 

flourishing diamond trade 2. a source of great 

wealth, especially a rich mine  

golden parachute: n. - a generous severance 

agreement for an executive in the event of a sudden 

dismissal (as because of a merger)  

gonzo journalism: n. - a style of journalism which 

rejects the traditional rules of factual reportage in 

favor of a novelistic twist involving exaggeration 

and a high degree of subjectivity. Usual standards of 

accuracy are less important than catching the mood 

of a place or event, and the reporter's perspective 

becomes a central element of the story reporting  

googol: n. - the number 10100, written as 1 followed 

by 100 zeros (according to Webster's Dictionary, the 

name was coined in 1938 by Milton Sirotta, the 

nine-year-old nephew of American mathematician, 

Edward Kasner)  

gossypiboma: n. - a surgical sponge accidentally left 

inside a patient's body  

gourmand: n. - one who eats to excess; a lover of 

good food  

goyim: n. - (Judaism) people who are not Jewish. 

Though it can be used as an insult (especially by 

Jews decrying the lack of religious commitment in 

other Jews), it should be noted that claims by anti-

semites that most Jews consider non-Jews inferior, 

or that this word's literal translation is "cattle," are 

utterly false. The literal translation is actually 

"nation" or "people," and early in the Bible the term 

is used in reference to the Hebrew people 

themselves. Later it more often refers to other 

nations: gentiles, non-Jews  

graft: n. (see also v.) - 1. (Surgery) a piece of living 

tissue or organ that is transplanted surgically to 

replace the patient's diseased or damaged tissue. The 

healthy tissue may come either from a donor or from 

another part of the patient's body: implant, 

transplant 2. (Botany) a shoot or bud of one plant 

that is inserted into or joined to the stem, branch, or 

root of another plant so that the two grow together as 

a single plant. (For example, grafting a branch from 

an apple tree onto a pear tree.) Grafts are used to 

strengthen or repair plants, create dwarf trees, 

produce seedless fruit, and increase fruit yields 

without requiring plants to mature from seeds 3. the 

process of joining one thing to another 4. the 

practice of offering something (often money) to 

someone in a position of power in order to gain an 

illegal or unfair advantage: bribery 5. money or 

other benefits obtained illegally by taking advantage 

of high position or office 6. (British) hard work  

grand jury: n. - (U.S. Law) a jury called to 

determine whether or not there is enough evidence 

to justify holding a trial. If there is enough evidence 

to formally charge the suspect or suspects with a 

crime, an indictment is issued. A grand jury is made 

http://ig.cs.tu-berlin.de/~gymstegl/german/schulmat/lexika/antike/img/gnomon.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Go_board.jpg
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up of 12 to 23 persons who are chosen at random, 

but who typically serve a term of a year, during 

which they regularly hear evidence brought by a 

prosecutor. Unlike petit juries, grand juries meet in 

secret, are not required to reach unanimous 

decisions, and do not decide on a person's guilt--they 

only decide whether the person should stand trial  

grapeshot: n. - a cluster of small projectiles fired 

together from a cannon to produce a hail of shot  

graphology: n. - 1. the study of handwriting, 

especially to understand the writer's personality, 

character, or emotions 2. (Linguistics) the study of 

writing systems and their relationship to the sound 

systems of languages  

graphophobia: n. - fear of handwriting  

grapnel: n. - an iron rod with at least three hooks or 

claws at one end and a rope at the other. Originally, 

it was used in naval warfare to catch and hold an 

enemy ship so that it could be held alongside and 

boarded. Such an anchor could also be used as an 

anchor for small boats, as a day anchor during 

temporary stops, and to drag the water's bottom 

hoping to snag lost equipment. Grapnels are now 

also used in rescue work and to assist in climbing 

walls: fastener, grappling hook, grappling iron, light 

anchor, mooring {image: 1, 2, 3}  

gravamen: n. - the material or significant part of a 

grievance or complaint  

grave site: n. - slang for an abandoned Web site that 

is still accessible to Internet users  

gravitas: n. - high seriousness (as in a person's 

bearing or in the treatment of a subject)  

greasy spoon: n. - a dingy small cheap restaurant  

Greenwich Mean Time: n. - the local time at the 0º 

logitudal line (the prime meridian, which passes 

through Greenwich, England), used as the 

international standard for calculating the time in 

other zones: Universal Time, Zulu Time  

groundling: n. - 1. a spectator who stood in the pit 

of an Elizabethan theater 2. a person of 

unsophisticated taste 3. one that lives or works on or 

near the ground  

guile: n. [see also: beguile (v.) & beguiling (adj.)] - 

dishonesty in attaining a goal: craftiness, cunning, 

deceitfulness, duplicity, treachery, trickery  

gum acacia: n. - a sticky, water-soluble gum 

obtained from acacia plants, especially A. senegal 

and A. arabic, used as a thickener in inks, paints, 

medicines, glues, cosmetics, and candies: gum 

arabic  

gum arabic: n. - [see: gum acacia]  

gust: n. - 1. the sensation of taste 2. the quality of 

liking or prefering something 3. keen delight: 

happiness, joy 4. a sudden, powerful blast of wind 5. 

a sudden burst, as of rain or smoke 6. a sudden, 

powerful outburst of emotion  

gymkhana: n. - a meet featuring sports contests; 

especially, a contest of automobile-driving skills  

gynophobia: n. - fear of women  

habeas corpus: n. - (Law) (Latin) a writ (court 

order) requiring that a prisoner be brought to the 

court in order to determine whether or not that 

person has been imprisoned lawfully and whether or 

not he or she should be released from custody. 

Habeas corpus guarantees an individual's right to 

know why they have been put in jail, and the right to 

be present in court to defend themselves. Without 

this protection an imprisoned person could be held 

indefinitely by the state without ever being charged 

with a crime or brought before a jury; literally, "you 

must have the body (in court)": the Great Writ  

habitakle: n. - a dwelling place: domicile, home, 

house, living quarters, residence, shelter  

habromania: n. - insanity marked by a strong 

impulse toward happiness or cheerful delusions; 

extreme euphoria  

Hadith: n. - (Islam) a narration about the traditions, 

sayings, teachings, and stories of the prophet 

Muhammad and his companions (collected after his 

death), accepted as a source of Islamic doctrine and 

law second only to the Qur'an. It instructs the 

normative way of life for Muslims. The Hadith 

includes what Muhammad said (qawl), what he did 

(fi'l), and what he approved (taqrir) in others' 

actions; literally, "traditions": Sunna  

hadron: n. - any elementary particle that interacts 

strongly with other particles  

hafiz: n. - (Islam) 1. a title of respect which 

recognizes someone who has memorized the entire 

Qur'an. Thousands of Muslim men and women 

throughout the world dedicate their time and energy 

to this tradition, which would maintain perfect 

preservation of the Qur'anic scripture as it was 

revealed to the Prophet Muhammad over 1,400 years 

ago, even if every copy of the Qur'an were 

destroyed; literally, "guardian," "retainer," or 

"custodian" 2. (Capitalized) the pen name of a 

Persian poet from the 14th century named Shams al-

Din Muhammad. His sensuous rhyming couplets, 

many of which concern love, wine, and nature, are 

traditionally interpreted allegorically by Sufi 

Muslims  

Hajj: n. - (Islam) a pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi 

Arabia which every Muslim is expected to perform 

at least once during their lifetime, if they are 

physically and financially able. Also exempted are 

insane people, slaves, and women that are without 

proper travelling company (close male relative or 

http://chestofbooks.com/crafts/scientific-american/sup3/images/JAMIESON-S-GRAPNEL.png
http://img.nauticexpo.com/images_ne/photo-g/boat-grapnel-anchor-137031.jpg
http://www.newtribe.com/catalog/images/yella%20grapnel%20sm.jpg
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husband). Another part of the ritual is circling the 

large, granite cube known as the Ka'bah seven times 

in a counterclockwise direction. The Hajj rites 

symbolically reenact the trials and sacrifices of 

Prophet Abraham, his wife Hajar, and their son 

Isma'il over 4,000 years ago. The pilgrimage also 

commemorates Muhammad's act of completing the 

Hajj. This is performed annually by over two million 

people during the twelfth month of the Islamic lunar 

calendar, Dhu Al-Hijjah. It is the fifth pillar of Islam 

{image}  

halberd: n. - a two-handed pole weapon of the 15th 

and 16th centuries having an axlike blade and a steel 

spike mounted on the end of a long shaft (this is still 

the ceremonial weapon of the Swiss Guard in the 

Vatican) {image}  

hamartophobia: n. - fear of sin  

Hanukkah: n. - (Judaism) an 8 day feast of 

dedication beginning on the 25th day of the Jewish 

month of Kislev (typically December). It celebrates 

the rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem in 165 

B.C. after it was defiled by being used for the 

worship of Greek gods under Antiochus Epiphanes 

(c. 215-164 B.C.). It also commemorates a miracle 

in the Temple, when one-day's worth of oil lasted 8 

days. Originally a minor Jewish holy day, it has 

become more important in recent years due to it's 

proximity to Christmas: Feast of Dedication, Feast 

of Lights, Festival of Lights  

haplology: n. - contraction of a word by omission of 

one or more similar sounds or syllables (ex. "probly" 

instead of "probably")  

haptics: n. - the science of applying touch to interact 

with computer applications  

hara-kiri: n. - (Japanese) in the ancient samurai 

culture: the more vulgar term for suicide by 

disembowelment, followed by beheading (done by 

the kaishaku): seppuku  

harangue: n. (see also v.) - 1. a long, pompous 

speech addressed to a public assembly: lecture, 

oration, sermon 2. a ranting, angry, or forceful 

speech or writing: diatribe, invective, tirade  

harbinger: n. - one that announces or foreshadows 

what is coming: portent, precursor  

hardydardy: n. (see also adj.) - a daring fellow  

harqus painting: n. - (Islam) dying the hands, feet, 

or face with colorful, intricate designs made of 

henna paste, lasting as long as several weeks  

harrow: n. [see also v. & harrowing (adj.)] - a 

heavy frame with large spikes or upright disks 

underneath. It is dragged behind animals (such as 

horses) or a tractor (the most common method in 

modern times) over farmland to break up soil, root 

up weeds, cover seeds, level a plowed field, etc. 

{images: chain harrow, spike harrow, disk 

harrow}  

haruspex: n. - a diviner in ancient Rome basing his 

predictions on inspection of the entrails of sacrificial 

animals: auger  

Hasidism: n. - (Judaism) a Jewish mystic movement 

founded around 1750 in Poland by Baal Shem Tov 

in opposition to rationalism, excessive focus on 

Talmudic learning, and ritual laxity. It is 

characterized by devotion to the strict observance of 

ritual law, that one should serve God in one's every 

deed and word, and a belief that God's presence is in 

all of one's surroundings; represented today by 

fundamentalist communities in Israel and New 

York; literally, "piety" or "the pious"  

hauteur: n. - haughty manner, spirit, or bearing: 

arrogance, haughtiness  

hawker: n. - 1. falconer 2. one who sells wares on 

the street  

hawkshaw: n. - someone who is a detective: dick, 

gumshoe  

hebetude: n. - mental dullness or sluggishness  

hectare: n. - a metric unit of area equal to 100 ares: 

2.471 acres, 10,000 square meters  

hedonophobia: n. - fear of feeling pleasure  

Hegelian: n. (see also adj.) - a follower of the 

German philosopher Georg Hegel, whose 

philosophy of objective idealism used the dialectic 

of thesis, antithesis, and synthesis as an analytic tool 

Hegelianism: n. - (Philosophy) the philosophy of 

Georg W.F. Hegel, which places ultimate reality in 

ideas rather than in things, proposes a unified 

solution to all philosophical problems through the 

development of a certain style of logical analysis 

(the framework of thesis, antithesis, and synthesis), 

and perceives of history as a dialectical process. 

Hegel also advocated a kind of historically-minded 

absolute idealism, in which the universe would 

realize its spiritual potential through the 

development of human society. His absolute 

idealism is often contrasted with the subjective or 

transcendental idealism of Kantianism  

hegemony: n. - preponderant influence or authority 

over others: authority, control, domination, 

influence, leadership, predominance  

Hegira: n. - (Islam) the emigration of the prophet 

Muhammad and his followers from Mecca to 

Yathrib in 622 CE to escape persecution. Afterwards 

the city was renamed Medina, which translates 

literally "City of the Prophet." Muslims date their 

calendars from this year and mark all years since 

with AH (after-Hegira); also spelled Hijra; literally, 

http://www.sufismo.net/images/Hajj%20foto.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Swedish_helbard_%2816th_century%29.jpg
http://i191.photobucket.com/albums/z112/tragusa3/chain-harrow.jpg
http://www.darrellharpenterprises.com/uploads/images/Harrows/2%20Row%20Spike%20Harrow.jpg
http://image.made-in-china.com/2f0j00eMKQavdCAfgB/Disc-Harrow.jpg
http://image.made-in-china.com/2f0j00eMKQavdCAfgB/Disc-Harrow.jpg
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"migration," "withdrawl," or "flight"  hendecasyllabic: n. (see also adj.) - a verse of  
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eleven syllables (mostly found in Italian poetry) 

henotheism: n. - derived from Greek "one god" 1. 

the belief that, while other gods may exist, only one 

god is important in a particular place or to a 

particular people; the worship of only one god 

without denying the existence of other gods (Max 

Müller, who coined this term, cited the ancient 

Hebrews as one of many henotheistic cultures) 2. 

ascription of supreme divine attributes to whichever 

one of several gods is addressed at the time  

hentai: n. - Japanese animation ("anime") or comic-

book-style magazines ("manga") with graphic sexual 

content, literally translates "pervert/perversion". 

However, the Japanese prefer the terms '18-kin' 

("18-prohibited," similar in effect to the US "R" 

rating) and 'seijin manga' ("adult manga"), and use 

'hentai' only to mean a perverted person  

heresimach: n. - an active opponent of heresy and 

heretics  

hermeneutics: n. - 1. the art or science concerning 

the assumptions and rules of interpreting texts, 

especially the books of the Bible 2. the branch of 

theology that is concerned with explaining or 

interpreting religious concepts, theories, and 

principles  

Hermes Trismegistus: n. - the name given to the 

Egyptian god Thoth by Greek neo-Platonists, who 

was ascribed authorship of various works on 

astrology, magic, religion, alchemy, and medicine. It 

was also believed that he had invented a magic seal 

to keep vessels airtight  

hermitage: n. - 1. a place of isolation or solitude 

where somebody (a hermit) can live apart from 

society; a secluded residence or private retreat: 

hideaway 2. an isolated residence where a group of 

religious people live: abbey, monastery 3. the life or 

condition of a hermit 4. (Capitalized) a rich, full-

bodied, red wine produced in southeast France  

Hesychasm: n. - a movement in the Eastern 

Orthodox Church that one could see the divine, 

uncreated light of God through the practice of divine 

quietness, constant contemplative prayer, an 

elaborate system of asceticism, detachment from 

earthly cares, submission to an approved master, and 

perfect repose of body and will. Contemplation of 

this light was considered the highest end of man on 

earth the most intimate method of uniting with God. 

The movement had its roots in the 5th century, was 

developed by the monks of Mount Athos, Greece in 

the 14th century, and was popular in 19th-century 

Russia  

heuristic: n. (see also adj.) - a commonsense rule 

(or set of rules) that reduces or limits the search for 

solutions in circumstances that are difficult or poorly 

understood; a helpful procedure for arriving at a 

solution but not necessarily a proof: educated guess, 

rule of thumb  

hiatus: n. - 1. a break in or as if in a material object: 

gap 2. an interruption in time or continuity: break, 

pause  

hibakusha: n. - (Japanese) a survivor of either of the 

atomic bomb attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 

Japan, in 1945; literally, "somebody who suffers an 

explosion"  

hierophant: n. - 1. an ancient Greek priest who 

interpreted sacred mysteries, especially the chief 

priest of the Eleusinian mysteries 2. one who teaches 

the mysteries and duties of religion; an interpreter of 

sacred mysteries or secret knowledge 3. one who 

explains or makes a commentary  

hijab: n. - (Islam) 1. a headscarf worn by Muslim 

women to protect their modesty. It conceals the hair, 

neck and sometimes includes a veil which covers all 

of the face except for the eyes {image} 2. the 

custom in some Islamic societies of women dressing 

modestly outside the home; the institution of 

protection of women in some Islamic societies 

through veiling or seclusion  

Hijra: n. - 1. (Islam) the emigration of the prophet 

Muhammad and his followers from Mecca to 

Yathrib in 622 CE to escape persecution. Afterwards 

the city was renamed Medina, which translates 

literally "City of the Prophet." Muslims date their 

calendars from this year and mark all years since 

with AH (after-Hijra); also spelled Hegira; literally, 

"migration," "withdrawl," or "flight" 2. (non-

capitalized) a "migration" from a bad way of life to a 

more righteous one 3. (non-capitalized) in South 

Asia, a physically male or intersex person who has a 

non-male or female gender identity (people who 

would be called transgender, transsexual or 

androgynous in the West), or who recognize 

themselves as the socially recognized "third sex" or 

gender of India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan. The hijra 

describe themselves as "neither man nor woman," 

though they usually refer to themselves with female 

pronouns and grammatical gender, and wish to be 

referred to as female. Also included are people born 

with ambiguous genitalia (intersex), transvestites, 

and eunuchs. Traditionally they perform as singers 

or dancers at religious festivals or on social 

occasions such as weddings. Historically they often 

held occupations as temple prostitutes. During 

British colonialism negative attitudes towards hijras 

were imported from Europe  

hinterland: n. - 1. a region situated inland from a 

coast 2. an undeveloped region remote from urban 

areas: backwoods, back country, boondocks 3. a 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Iraqi_girl_smiles.jpg
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region situated beyond the major metropolitan or 

cultural centers  

hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia: n. - fear 

of long words: sesquipedalophobia  

hiragana: n. - (Japanese) this syllabic character set 

(kana) is used in Japan to represent native words, 

grammatical particles, and to complement the 

reading of kanji. It is a cursive, graceful writing 

system of curly, fluid strokes. Every character in this 

set has the exact same sound as it's name and most 

characters are made of a consonant sound followed 

by a vowel. This makes hiragana a syllabary rather 

than an alphabet  

hobbledehoy: n. - an awkward, ungainly, or ill-

mannered young man  

Hobson's choice: n. - an apparently free choice 

when there is no real alternative  

hoi polloi: n. - ordinary people as opposed to the 

wealthy, well-educated, and cultivated elite; the 

general populace; the common people; the masses; 

the multitude; the many  

holocaust: n. - 1. (Judaism) a religious sacrifice that 

is totally consumed by fire; burnt offering 2. 

(Capitalized) the systematic extermination of 

millions of European Jews, as well as Roma, Slavs, 

intellectuals, gay people, and political dissidents, by 

the Nazis and their allies during World War II. Often 

this word refers particularly to the extermination of 

European Jews 3. a wholesale, reckless destruction 

of human beings or animals, especially using fire  

Holy of Holies: n. - 1. (Judaism) the innermost 

chamber inside the tabernacle of the Temple of 

Jerusalem, where the sacred Ark of the Covenant 

was kept. It was left in total darkness. No one was 

permitted to enter it except the high priest, and he 

could only enter once a year, on Yom Kippur (to 

sprinkle the blood of an animal upon the Ark of the 

Covenant and the mercy seat which sat on top of the 

ark): sanctum sanctorum 2. a place of revered 

holiness, awe, and often where only a select few are 

allowed entry  

homeopathy: n. - a system for treating disease 

based giving the patient minute doses of a drug that 

in larger doses would produce symptoms of the 

disease in healthy patients, based on Dr. Samuel 

Hahnemann's philosophy that like can be cured by 

like  

homilophobia: n. - fear of sermons  

homunculus: n. - 1. a tiny, fully-formed individual 

that (according to the discredited theory of 

preformation, which was popular during the 16th 

and 17th centuries) is supposed to be present in the 

sperm cell, and was thought to become a mature 

human merely by increasing in size 2. a person who 

is very small but who is not otherwise deformed or 

abnormal; a normal dwarf: manikin  

honorific: n. - 1. a title, phrase, or grammatical form 

conveying respect (such as Mister, Miss, Doctor, 

The Honorable, or Your Excellency), used 

especially when addressing a social superior 2. an 

expression of respect  

hoplophobia: n. - fear of firearms or weapons  

hortensia: n. - 1. deciduous shrub bearing round-

headed flower clusters opening green and aging to 

pink or blue 2. very tall branching herb with showy 

much-doubled yellow flower heads: double gold, 

golden glow  

houri: n. - 1. (Islam) one of the dark-eyed virgins of 

perfect beauty who attend faithful Muslim men in 

paradise 2. an alluringly beautiful young woman: 

nymph  

hubris: n. - exaggerated pride or self-confidence  

hugger-mugger: n. (see also adj., adv., & v.) - 1. a 

state of confusion or disorder: jumble, muddle 2. a 

state of silence which hides something: 

concealment, secrecy, reticence 3. ritual 

accompanied by complicated and purposeless 

activity that obscures or confuses  

hydrocephalus: n. - an abnormal accumulation of 

fluid the cavity of the cranium which causes 

enlargement of the skull and compression of the 

brain (especially in infants), destroying much of the 

neural tissue  

hydrometer: n. 1. an instrument for determining the 

specific gravities of liquids, and thence the strength 

spirituous liquors, saline solutions, etc. 2. an 

instrument, variously constructed, used for 

measuring the velocity or discharge of water, as in 

rivers, from reservoirs, etc.; a current gauge  

hyperbole: n. - extreme exaggeration, especially for 

dramatic effect  

hypnagogic hallucinations: n. - vivid visions, 

dreams or hallucinations that may occur during the 

drowsy period as one is falling asleep (including the 

usually disturbing sensation of sleep paralysis) [see 

also: hypnagogic (adj.), hypnopompic 

hallucinations]  

hypnophobia: n. - fear of being hypnotized or 

asleep  

hypnopompic hallucinations: n. - vivid visions, 

dreams or hallucinations that may occur during the 

drowsy period as one is waking up (including the 

usually disturbing sensation of sleep paralysis) [see 

also: hypnagogic hallucinations, hypnopompic 

(adj.)]  

hypochondria: n. - 1. a chronic obsession with 

imaginary health problems; an abnormal anxiety 

about having or developing a serious disease that 
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one does not have and is not likely to get (also 

called: hypochondriasis) 2. plural of hypochondrium 

hypochondrium: n. - the upper region of the 

abdomen just below the lowest ribs on either side of 

the epigastrium (the liver is found in the right 

hypochondrium)  

hypocorism: n. - 1. a pet name or nickname 2. the 

use of pet names or nicknames  

hyson: n. - a fragrant Chinese green tea with twisted 

leaves  

hyssop: n. - 1. an unidentified plant described in the 

Bible, its twigs were used to sprinkle water during 

Hebrew purification rites 2. a fragrant blue-flowered 

plant of Europe and Asia, similar to mint, cultivated 

since medieval times as a medicinal herb and still 

used today in aromatherapy, alternative medicine, as 

well as for food seasoning  

hysterical realism: n. - a literary genre 

characterized by exceptional length, frenetic action, 

offbeat characters, and long digressions on topics 

secondary to the story  

ibn-: n. - (Islam) literally, "son of" in Arabic; used 

before or as part of proper name to indicate 

patrilineal descent. Also seen as bin or ben  

ichthyophobia: n. - fear of fish  

iconoclast: n. - (Greek) literally, "image breaker" 1. 

one who attacks and seeks to overthrow traditional 

or popular ideas, beliefs, institutions, customs, or 

values 2. one who destroys sacred religious images 

or opposes their use in worship 3. a member of an 

8th-century movement in the Greek Orthodox 

Church that tried to end the use of icons  

idealism: n. - (Philosophy) 1. a theory that the 

essential nature of reality lies in something "ideal" 

or non-physical (such as the spirit, the mind, 

consciousness, reason, or language) rather than in 

matter or the physical world [antonym: materialism, 

physicalism] 2. the theory that physical things do not 

exist independently or objectively, but are 

constructions produced in the mind and only exist in 

the sense that they are perceived; a theory that only 

mental states (not physical states) are knowable or 

that only the perceptible is real  

ideograph: n. - a character symbolizing the idea of a 

thing without indicating the sounds used to say it 

(for example, a numeral [such as: 7] or a Chinese 

character)  

ideophobia: n. - fear of ideas  

idioglossia: n. - 1. a developmental speech difficulty 

in which a child substitutes different sounds for the 

correct ones, so that speech is intelligible only to 

parents or others familiar with it 2. a private form of 

speech invented by one child or by children who are 

in close contact (such as twins), and is unintelligable 

to anyone else 3. a pathological condition 

characterized by speech so distorted as to be 

unintelligible: idiolalia  

idiolalia: n. - 1. a private or invented language: 

idioglossia 2. a mental state characterized by the use 

of invented language 3. artifacts of an early period  

ihrâm: n. - (Islam) 1. the consecrated condition of a 

pilgrim on the way to Mecca, which he achieves 

through a certain process: he must clean himself, 

dye his nails, put on perfume, shave his head 

(though not always), trim his beard, and cut his nails 

2. the clothing worn by a male Muslim pilgrim: two-

meter long, white, seemless cotton cloths, one 

covers from the navel to the knees and the other is 

thrown over the left shoulder (women clothe 

themselves in long white robes that cover from head 

to feet, and in many cases cover the face with a 

mask)  

ileum: n. - the last and usually the longest portion of 

the small intestine, extending from the jejunum 

(middle of the small intestine) to the large intestine  

imâm: n. - (Islam) literally, "leader" 1. a man who 

leads prayers in a mosque 2. in the Shiite branch of 

Islam, a religious leader regarded as a direct 

descendant of Muhammad or Ali (the fourth Caliph) 

and appointed by Allah 3. in the Sunni branch of 

Islam, a leader of an Islamic community 4. a 

respected Islamic scholar, especially a founder of a 

school of theology or law  

imbroglio: n. - 1. a confused mass: entanglement 2. 

an intricate or complicated situation (as in a drama 

or novel) 3. a violently confused or bitterly 

complicated argument: embroilment 4. an acutely 

painful or embarrassing misunderstanding  

imprimatur: n. - (Latin) literally, "let it be printed" 

1. an official license to print or publish something, 

especially in countries where the press is under 

censorship by the government or other officials: 

approval, endorsement, license, permission, 

sanction 2. (Roman Catholic) a license issued by a 

censor of the Catholic Church, giving official 

authorization to print or publish a book, pamphlet, 

etc.: cum licentia, cum privilegio, nihil obstat 3. an 

official statement of sanction, approval, or support  

impudicity: n. - lack of modesty: shamelessness  

inanition: n. - 1. the condition or quality of being 

empty: emptiness 2. exhaustion, as from lack of 

nourishment 3. lack of vitality or spirit: lassitude, 

lethargy  

incarnadine: n. (see also v. & adj.) - the color red: 

bloodred, crimson  

incunabula: n. - 1. the first or earliest stages in the 

development of anything: beginnings 2. existing 

copies of books printed from movable type in 
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Europe prior to 1501 (the earliest years of printing) 

3. artifacts of an early period  

indictment: n. - 1. (Law) a formal, written 

accusation of a crime or other offense. In the U.S., 

once a grand jury issues an indictment, a trial against 

the defendant (the accused person or persons) is 

begun 2. any charge of wrongdoing, serious 

criticism, or cause for blame; an indication that 

something is wrong, a situation is bad, or someone 

deserves to be condemned  

ingénue: n. - 1. a naive girl or young woman 2. the 

stage role of a stereotypical naive girl or 

unsophisticated woman; an actress playing such a 

person  

injunction: n. - 1. a formal command or admonition, 

especially from somebody in a position of authority: 

directive, order 2. (Law) a court order compelling a 

party to do or refrain from a specific course of action 

inkhorn: n. - a small, portable container made of 

horn or a similar material, formerly used to hold ink 

for writing, generally worn by writers in the girdle  

inkhorn term: n. - an obscure, pretentious, bookish 

or unnecessary word, frequently borrowed from 

another language, and especially when made up by a 

writer or scholar using a Latin or Greek root. 

Controversy over these terms was rife during the 

transition from Middle English to early Modern 

English, especially between the mid-16th to the mid-

17th centuries: vox barbara  

insouciance: n. - lighthearted unconcern: 

nonchalance  

interdict: n. (see also v.) - an ecclesiastical censure 

by the Roman Catholic Church withdrawing certain 

sacraments and Christian burial from a person or all 

persons in a particular district  

interlacing: n. - a way to display a GIF file (a 

compressed bitmap graphic file) as it loads so that 

the viewer sees the entire graphic but in increasingly 

clear values. Some people like this option because 

viewers may be able to click the image before it 

fully downloads, reducing their waiting time  

Interpol: n. - an association of national police and 

intelligence forces of almost 200 countries, 

established in 1923, that promotes cooperation and 

mutual assistance in apprehending international 

criminals and criminals who flee abroad to avoid 

justice. The headquarters of Interpol is in Paris, 

France  

interregnum: n. - 1. the interval between two 

reigns; any period when a state is left without a ruler 

2. a period of freedom during which there is no 

government, control, or authority 3. a temporary 

time during which government functions are 

suspended 4. any breach of continuity in an activity 

or series: gap, interval, lapse, pause  

ipse dixit: n. - (Latin) an unsupported assertion, 

usually by a person of standing; a dogmatic 

utterance which lacks evidence or proof; literally, 

"he himself said it": dictum  

ipsedixitism: n. - an unsupported, arbitrary 

argument or a dogmatic assertion  

ipsedixitist: n. - a dogmatic person  

ipseity: n. - individual identity; the state of being 

oneself: selfhood  

ipserotic: n. - centering one's sexual interest on 

one's-own body; to be in love with oneself sexually: 

Narcissism  

ipsism: n. - masturbation: onanism  

Islam: n. - a monotheistic religion based on the 

word of God as revealed to Muhammad during the 

7th century CE. "Islam" is an Arabic word derived 

from the three-letter root s-l-m. Its meaning 

encompasses the concepts of peace, greeting, 

surrender, and commitment, and refers commonly to 

an individual's surrender and commitment to God 

the Creator through adherence to the religion by the 

same name  

isocolon: n. - (Rhetoric) a figure of speech in which 

a series of grammatical parallels is reinforced by 

having members that are of the same length, as in 

"Veni, vidi, vici" ("I came; I saw; I conquered) —

Julius Caesar and "I speak Spanish to God, Italian to 

women, French to men, and German to my horse" 

—Charles V.  

itinerant: n. (see also adj.) - one who travels from 

place to place  

jackleg: n. (see also adj.) - 1. an unskilled or 

unscrupulous itinerant worker; an incompetent or 

untrustworthy person 2. someone who works (or 

provides workers) during a strike: strikebreaker 3. a 

percussion drill used for underground mining that is 

mounted on a telescopic leg which has an extension 

of about 8 feet. The leg and machine are hinged so 

that the drill need not be in the same direction as the 

leg {image}  

Jagannath: n. - a form of the Hindu god Krishna. A 

statue of Jagannath is pulled through the Indian town 

of Puri every year on a huge chariot during the 

festival of Rathayatra: Juggernaut  

jaggies: n. - the stair-step effect that takes place 

when a computer tries to draw circles and arcs: 

aliasing  

japanophobia: n. - fear of the Japanese or Japanese 

culture  

jawhole: n. - an open entrance to a sewer: cesspool  

jejunum: n. - the middle section of the small 

intestine, between the duodenum and the ileum 

http://www.partshq.com/images/Pictures/drill_joy_jackleg.jpg
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jeopardy: n. - 1. exposure to or imminence of death, 

loss, or injury: danger, risk 2. the danger that an 

accused person is subjected to when on trial for a 

criminal offense  

jerboa: n. - 1. a small nocturnal rodent that lives in 

arid regions of Asia and Africa and has large ears, a 

long tufted tail, and long hind legs adapted for 

leaping 2. a small marsupial with long hind legs and 

a long bushy tail that lives in central desert areas of 

Australia  

jeremiad: n. - a prolonged lamentation or 

complaint; a cautionary or angry harangue  

jetsam: n. - 1. cargo or equipment thrown overboard 

to lighten a ship in distress which sinks or is washed 

ashore: debris, flotsam, jettison, lagan, ligan, 

wreckage 2. discarded odds and ends  

jettison: n. (see also v.) - the cargo and equipment 

thrown from a distressed ship to lighten it: flotsam, 

jetsam, lagan, ligan  

jeunesse doree: n. - young people of wealth and 

fashion  

jigsaw: n. (see also v.) - a power-driven saw with a 

narrow vertical blade, used to cut sharp curves: 

fretsaw, scroll saw  

jihâd: n. - (Islam) literally translated "effort on 

God's path," this word primarily refers to the 

struggle for personal ethical perfection, but includes 

any and all action to solve social, political, 

economic, or ecological problems, along with 

establishing the order desired by Allâh. The word 

can also include political activity or armed struggle 

to defend or spread Islam, however, an offensive 

war can only be led by a legitimate successor to the 

prophet (none of whom remain today), so only 

defensive wars are allowed  

jimjams: n. - heebie-jeebies, jitters, whim-whams  

jingoism: n. - extreme nationalism (especially when 

joined with a belligerent foreign policy); fanatical, 

chauvinistic patriotism: superpatriotism, 

ultranationalism 2. an appeal intended to arouse 

patriotic emotions: flag waving  

jollification: n. - a boisterous celebration; a merry 

festivity: conviviality, merrymaking, revelry  

judo: n. - (Japanese) a martial art in which 

opponents use balance and body weight, with 

minimal physical effort, to throw each other or hold 

each other in a lock. Harmful blows or throws are 

not allowed. Judo was developed from jujitsu, a 

samurai art, by Dr. Jigoro Kano in 1882; literally, 

"soft art" or "gentle way"  

Juggernaut: n. - a form of the Hindu god Krishna. 

A statue of Juggernaut is pulled through the Indian 

town of Puri every year on a huge chariot during the 

festival of Rathayatra: Jagannath  

jujitsu: n. - (Japanese) a system of unarmed fighting 

devised by the samurai. The martial arts of judo, 

aikido, and karate are all developmented from 

jujitsu; literally "soft art" or "gentle science"  

Julian date: n. - as used in computer programming, 

the number of days that have elapsed since the 

beginning of the year  

jumper: n. - a small, plastic, rectangular-shaped 

plug used on circuit boards to open or close certain 

circuits. Usually, a two- or three-prong pin sticks out 

of the circuit board, and the jumper slides over these 

pins  

jurisprudence: n. 1. a system or body of law 2. the 

course of court decisions 3. the science or 

philosophy of law 4. a department of law  

Ka'bah: n. - (Islam) an empty cube-shaped structure 

of granite containing a sacred stone Black Stone said 

to have been given by God. It is located in the city 

of Mecca, in modern-day Saudi Arabia. 

Traditionally the Ka'bah is thought to have been first 

built by Adam and later reconstructed by the prophet 

Abraham and his oldest son the prophet Ishma'il, 

about 4,000 years ago. The Ka'bah stands as the first 

building dedicated to the worship of the One God, 

though prior to the rise of Islam it was used as a 

shrine to numerous Arabian tribal gods. The Ka'bah 

is covered by a black and gold cloth embroidered 

with verses from the Qur'an. It is the holiest place in 

Islam. Muslims orient themselves toward this shrine 

during the five daily prayers. (Often spelled Kaaba)  

Kabbalah: n. - (Judaism) a body of mystical 

teachings by Jewish rabbis, based on an esoteric 

interpretation of the hidden meanings in the Hebrew 

Scriptures; literally, "reception"  

kabuki: n. - 1. a style of traditional Japanese drama 

which evolved out of Nō theater before the 17th 

century, characterized by elaborate costuming, 

rhythmic dialogue, stylized acting, music, miming, 

and dancing. Originally performed only by females, 

in 1629 women were banned from the stage to 

protect public morals (actresses were also 

prostitutes). However, the new male actors were 

prostitutes too (also to males). Today kabuki is still 

performed by a select group of male actors playing 

both male and female roles 2. (slang) a crack pipe 

made from a plastic rum bottle and a rubber 

sparkplug cover  

kaishaku: n. - (Japanese) the assistant of a samurai 

committing ritual suicide (seppuku) who administers 

the coup de grace by beheading the condemned man  

kakistocracy: n. - government by the worst people  

kana: n. - (Japanese) 1. either of two writing 

systems (the hiragana and the katakana) representing 

syllables in spoken Japanese, each of which 
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independently represents all the sounds of the 

language. The characters are usually used with kanji 

primarily to write inflections, particles, and function 

words and to show the pronunciations of some kanji 

and of all foreign words. The kana were developed 

in the ninth century AD from simplified kanji 

(which are based on Chinese characters). The two 

scripts serve different purposes and differ 

stylistically. Katakana symbols, which are more 

angular, are used for foreign words, some children's 

books and often for advertising in print media, 

television, and billboards. Hiragana is a cursive, 

graceful writing system that is used to spell out 

native Japanese words and to perform grammatical 

functions 2. any of the characters used in hiragana or 

katakana  

kanji: n. - (Japanese) 1. a writing system for 

Japanese that uses approximately 5,000 pictorial 

characters borrowed or modified from Chinese 

ideograms. This character set is used to represent 

whole words or parts of words rather than sounds (in 

contrast, the kana represent sounds rather than 

words) 2. a written character used to represent a 

word in Japanese  

kappa: n. - (Japanese) a mischievous mythical water 

imp or sprite of Japanese folklore, these were said to 

be green and scaly with a beak-like mouth, a slightly 

concave top of the head rimmed with a circle of hair, 

and sometimes the shell of a turtle  

karate: n. - (Japanese) a traditional form of unarmed 

combat which involves striking sensitive areas on an 

attacker's body with the hands, elbows, knees, or 

feet, and accompanied by special breathing and 

shouts. It is taught professionally at different levels 

as a self-defense skill, a competitive sport, and a 

free-style exercise; literally, "empty hand" or "bare 

hand"  

katakana: n. - (Japanese) this syllabic character set 

(kana) is used in Japan for scientific terms, official 

documents, words adopted from other languages, 

advertising, television, subtitles, billboards, some 

children's books, and the phonetic representation of 

“difficult” kanji characters in Japanese. They are 

characterized by short straight strokes and angular 

corners, and are the simplest of the Japanese scripts 

[see also: furigana, hiragana, kanji]  

kathisophobia: n. - fear of sitting down  

katzenjammer: n. - 1. the disagreeable aftereffects 

from the use of drugs (especially from drinking too 

much alcohol). Symptoms include headache, nausea, 

thirst, and sickness: hangover 2. a state of confused 

depression: angst, anguish, bewilderment, confusion, 

discouragement, distress, gloominess, melancholy 3. 

loud, confused noise from many sources; a 

discordant clamor: brouhaha, din, hubbub, uproar  

Kegel exercises: n. - exercises done to increase 

muscle strength and elasticity in the female pelvis; 

used to help women improve their ability to hold 

urine, to improve sexual response (and achieve 

orgasm), and to diminish a variety of problems and 

discomfort due to pregnancy  

Kemalism: n. - a movement founded by Kemal 

Atatûrk (the first president of the Republic of 

Turkey, founded in 1923) which aimed to establish 

political and cultural affinity with Europe by 

replacing the ideological base of Islam with 

secularism, modernism, and nationalism  

ken: n. - 1. the range of vision: sight, view 2. the 

range of perception, understanding or knowledge  

kerchief: n. - a woman's square scarf, often worn as 

a head covering  

Keynesian Economics: n. - an economic theory 

(named for John Maynard Keynes) which advocates 

government intervention to achieve full employment 

and stable prices: demand-side economics [antonym: 

Reaganomics, supply-side economics]  

kibbutz: n. - in modern Israel, a collective farm 

owned by its members (children are reared 

collectively)  

kibitzer: n. (see also v.) - (Yiddish) 1. an observer 

who offers unwanted advice, especially at a card 

game: meddler 2. one who engages in idle or 

distracting chatter, especially while others are trying 

to concentrate or discuss serious topics 3. one who 

offers opinions  

killik: n. - a small anchor, especially one made of a 

heavy stone  

kinesthesia: n. - the perception or sensing of the 

motion, weight, or position of the body as muscles, 

tendons, and joints move: muscle sense  

king's ransom: n. - an extremely large amount of 

money; a very large treasure (this metaphoric 

expression originally referred to the enormous sum 

required to release a king from captivity if he were 

captured by his enemy's army)  

kirtle: n. - 1. a man's knee-length tunic or coat, worn 

especially in the Middle Ages 2. a woman's long, 

loose dress or skirt, worn from the Middle Ages to 

the 17th century  

kismet: n. - 1. the principle or determining cause or 

will by which things in general are believed to come 

to be as they are: destiny, fate 2. an inevitable and 

often adverse outcome  

klatch: n. - (also spelled 'klatsch') an informal or 

small social gathering for refreshments (especially 

coffee) and casual conversation  

kleptocracy: n. - a government characterized by 
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rampant greed and corruption  

kluge: n. - an improvised, technically inelegant 

solution to a problem  

kolpophobia: n. - fear of female genitalia: 

eurotophobia  

Koran: n. - (Islam) phonetically, the spelling 

"Koran" is incorrect. The more accurate Qur'an 

should be used. Therefore, see the definition at 

Qur'an  

Kuiper belt: n. - (Astronomy) a ring or disk of icy 

objects in the outer solar system (just beyond 

Neptune, mostly between 30 and 50 times Earth's 

distance from the Sun). It is believed that short-

period comets (those whose orbits last fewer than 

200 years) are Kuiper belt objects (KBOs) which 

have been pulled out of their normal orbits by the 

gravitational pull of Neptune. Beyond the Kuiper 

belt is the scattered disk, which may be material 

ejected out of the inner solar system by encounters 

with Uranus and Neptune. Much farther beyond that 

disk is the theorized Oort cloud. The first Kuiper 

belt object was discovered in 1992. Pluto -- with its 

unusual orbit, icy composition, and small size 

(compared with the eight planets) -- is the largest 

object of the Kuiper belt. It is named for Gerard 

Kuiper, the Dutch-born American astronomer who 

theorized its existence in 1951. (Because Kenneth 

Edgeworth had made a similar proposal as early as 

1943, this region is sometimes called the 

Edgeworth-Kuiper belt). There are at least 70,000 

Kuiper belt objects having diameters of more than 

62 miles (100 km). Kuiper rhymes with "viper" (see 

also: Oort cloud) {diagram}  

kukri: n. - a heavy, curved knife broadening 

towards the point, used by the Gurkhas in Nepal for 

hunting and fighting {image}  

kumquat: n. - 1. any of several small yellow to 

orange citrus fruits with sweet spongy rind and 

somewhat acidic pulp that are used chiefly for 

preserves 2. a tree or shrub that bears kumquats  

kung fu: n. - (Chinese) an ancient Chinese method 

of self-defense by striking blows at vulnerable areas 

of an attacker's body using fluid, circular movements 

of the hands and legs. It principles combine those of 

karate and judo; literally, "merit master"  

künstlerroman: n. - (German) a novel that traces 

the growth of a writer's creative genius from 

childhood to maturity, with particular attention to 

major trials and obstacles and their influence on the 

development of the artist's character and work; 

literally, "artist-novel": apprenticeship novel [see 

also: bildungsroman]  

kvetch: n. (see also v.) - (Yiddish) 1. someone who 

constantly grumbles or complains 2. a complaint 

about something  

lachanophobia: n. - fear of vegetables  

lacuna: n. - 1. a blank space or a missing part: gap 

2. a small cavity, pit, opening, depression, or 

discontinuity in an anatomical structure  

lagan: n. - cargo or equipment thrown into the sea 

but attached to a float or buoy so that it can be 

recovered: flotsam, jetsam, jettison, ligan  

lagniappe: n. - a small gift given a customer by a 

merchant at the time of a purchase; something given 

or obtained gratuitously or by way of good measure  

laliophobia: n. - fear of speaking  

laminak: n. - fairies who are related to the Little 

People in Celtic lore whom were supposed to have 

lived underground in beautiful castles  

lampas: n. - 1. an ornately patterned cloth 

resembling damask, especially one made of silk, that 

is used for upholstery 2. an inflammation and 

swelling of the soft parts of the roof of the mouth 

immediately behind the fore teeth of a horse  

landau: n. - 1. a four-wheeled horse-drawn carriage 

with front and back passenger seats that face each 

other, a roof in two sections that can be lowered or 

detached, and a raised seat for the driver at the front 

{image} 2. a style of automobile with a roof in two 

sections that can be lowered or detached  

largesse: n. - 1. liberal giving or generosity, 

especially in a lofty or condescending manner 2. 

something given liberally as if to an inferior: gift, 

present  

lariat: n. - a long, slender rope tied in a noose (often 

made of hemp or strips of hide), commonly used two 

ways: a) for catching cattle, horses, and other 

livestock: lasso b) for tying a horse to a post so that 

it can graze without wandering: tether  

lassitude: n. - lack of vitality or energy: listlessness, 

weariness  

lateen sail: n. - a triangular sail hung on a long yard 

that is attached at an angle to the top of a short mast  

legerdemain: n. - 1. sleight of hand 2. a display of 

skill, trickery, or artful deception  

leitmotif: n. - 1. a melodic phrase that accompanies 

each recurring appearance of a particular character, 

idea, or emotion (as in Wagner's operas) 2. a 

dominant and recurring theme, as in a novel  

lenity: n. - the state or quality of being lenient; 

gentleness of treatment: leniency, mildness  

leucotomy: n. - (also spelled 'leukotomy') a surgical 

operation that involves cutting nerve fibers in the 

frontal lobe (white matter) of the brain. It is now 

performed only very rarely, as a treatment for severe 

psychiatric disorders. The procedure often results in 

http://picturesofoursolarsystem.com/images/kuplerbelt.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Khukri-knife.jpg
http://www.m-w.com/mw/art/landau.htm
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marked cognitive and personality changes: frontal lobotomy, prefrontal lobotomy 
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(Nouns)                                              leukophobia – loam 

 

leukophobia: n. - fear of the color white  

leviathan: n. - 1. (Bible) (capitalized) a huge sea 

monster or sea serpent which has existed since the 

beginning of time and is regarded as evil. Its source 

is in Mesopotamian myth of Yamm and Baal 2. 

something incredibly large and powerful, especially 

in comparison with others of its kind  

Levirate marriage: n. - a type of marriage in which 

a widow and her deceased husband's brother must 

marry if her first marriage produced no children, 

done to ensure that the family line is continued. 

Levirate marriage has usually been practiced by 

societies in which marriage outside the clan was 

forbidden. The term is a derivative of the Latin word 

levir, meaning "husband's brother"  

levity: n. - 1. lightness of manner or speech, 

especially when inappropriate or excessive: frivolity 

2. lack of steadiness or constancy: changeableness  

levophobia: n. - fear of things to the left side of the 

body  

lexicographer: n. - someone who writes or edits a 

dictionary (also known as a "lexicon")  

liana: n. - any luxuriantly growing, woody, tropical 

vine that roots in the ground and climbs, as around 

tree trunks  

libation: n. - 1. the pouring of a liquid offering 

(especially wine or oil) in a religious ritual, in honor 

of a god or a dead person 2. the act of drinking an 

alcoholic beverage 3. (humorous) an alcoholic drink  

libretto: n. - the words of a dramatic musical work 

such as an opera or musical play, including both the 

spoken and sung parts  

lien: n. - 1. (Law) the right to keep another person's 

property until a debt owed by that person is repaid, 

or to sell that property if they fail to repay their debt: 

mortgage, security 2. a large dark-red oval organ on 

the left side of the body between the stomach and 

the diaphragm; it produces cells involved in immune 

responses: spleen  

ligan: n. - cargo or equipment thrown into the sea 

but attached to a float or buoy so that it can be 

recovered: flotsam, jetsam, jettison, lagan  

ligature: n. (see also v.) - 1. the act or process of 

tying or binding something 2. a cord, wire, or 

bandage used for tying or binding 3. a thread, wire, 

or cord used in surgery to close vessels (as to 

constrict the flow of blood) or tie off ducts 4. 

(Music) a group of notes intended to be played or 

sung as one phrase, and therefore connected by a 

slur 5. (Music) a metal band used to attach a reed to 

the mouthpiece of a clarinet or saxophone 6. a 

character, letter, or type formed by combining two 

or more letters into one (such as ash: ï¿½) 7. 

something that unites; a bond  

ligyrophobia: n. - fear of loud noises  

limerence: n. - a highly intense feeling of being in 

love or infatuation characterized by: (a) near-

constant, intrusive thoughts of the beloved one, (b) a 

desperate need for returned affections, (c) an 

unrealistically idealized image of the loved person 

(to the point of thinking of their vices as virtues), (d) 

mood swings of euphoria or depression depending 

on whether or not actions of the loved person are 

interpreted as showing the possibility of returned 

affections, (e) fear of rejection causing 

incapacitating shyness, (f) a physical sensation of 

"heartache," (g) temporary relief from unrequited 

passion through imagining reciprocation, (h) 

inability to react with similar infatuation to more 

than one person at a time, and (i) a general intensity 

that leaves other concerns in the background; the 

feeling is involuntary, non-logical and seems to 

simply 'happen' beyond one's control (there is no 

reason or choice involved although it is heavily 

rationalized); usually lasts between a couple of 

months to a year and a half, when this may change 

into disillusionment or true (unselfish) love 

depending on circumstances  

lineament: n. - a distinguishing or characteristic 

feature of a body or figure, especially of the face  

Linear A: n. - an undeciphered writing system 

dating from the 18th to the 15th century B.C.E. and 

found on clay tablets, pottery, etc. on Crete and 

other Greek islands [see also: Linear B]  

Linear B: n. - a syllabic script found on clay 

remains on the island of Crete and the Greek 

mainland, mostly from the 14th to the 12th century 

B.C. (Mycenaean Greece). It was deciphered by 

Michael Ventris around 1952 {graphic, photo} 

[see also: Linear A]  

lipogram: n. - a composition, long or short, that 

omits any word containing a particular linguistic 

symbol, such as that fifth symbol of our 26 of which 

typical Anglo-Saxon vocabulary consists (Ouch)  

litany: n. - 1. a prayer consisting of a series of 

invocations and supplications by the leader with 

alternate responses by the congregation 2. a resonant 

or repetitive chant; a usually lengthy recitation or 

enumeration  

lithograph: n. - a method of printing in which a flat 

stone or metal surface is treated with chemicals so 

that ink sticks to some areas and not others, creating 

a pattern, picture or text which can then be copied  

liticaphobia: n. - fear of lawsuits  

loam: n. (see also v.) - 1. a rich, mixed soil 

consisting of sand, clay and decaying organic 

materials 2. a mixture of moist clay, sand, and often 

straw used in making bricks and foundry molds 

http://www.krysstal.com/images/writing_linearb.gif
http://titan.iwu.edu/~classics/images/linearb.gif
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(Nouns)                                           lodestone – mahatma 

 

lodestone: n. - 1. a piece of magnetic iron ore 

(magnetite) possessing polarity like a magnetic 

needle 2. something that attracts  

lodestar: n. - 1. a star by which one directs one's 

course; especially the North Star 2. a guiding 

principle or ideal  

logizomechanophobia: n. - fear of computers  

logomachy: n. - 1. a dispute over or about words 2. 

a controversy marked by verbiage  

logophobia: n. - fear of words: verbophobia  

logorrhea: n. - excessive talkativeness or wordiness: 

loquaciousness  

logos: n. - 1. Jesus Christ as the word of God, the 

personification of the wisdom of God and divine 

wisdom as the means for human salvation 2. 

(Judaism) the divine wisdom of the word of God 3. 

in pre-Socratic philosophy, the controlling principle 

of reason in the universe 4. among the Sophists, the 

topics of rational argument or the arguments 

themselves 5. in Stoicism, the active, material, 

rational principle of the cosmos: nous 6. the source 

of all activity and generation and the power of 

reason residing in the human soul, identified with 

God  

Lojban: n. - an artificial language with a grammar 

and vocabulary based on rules of formal logic and 

sourced from Chinese, English, Hindi, Spanish, 

Russian, and Arabic. The goal was to create a 

language catering to logical thought expressed 

without cultural or linguistic bias. Though it shares 

similarities with programming languages, it can also 

be used to make everyday conversation. The name 

"Lojban" is a combination of 'loj' and 'ban', which 

are short forms of 'logji' (logic) and 'bangu' 

(language), respectively. Its predecessor is Loglan, 

the original logical language by James Cooke Brown 

longanimity: n. - a disposition to bear injuries 

patiently: forbearance  

lorry: n. - 1. a large, low truck or cart (usually 

without sides) designed to deliver barrels or other 

heavy loads: camion 2. a large, low horse-drawn 

wagon without sides: dray  

lothario: n. - a man whose chief interest is seducing 

women  

lucre: n. - monetary gain, often in a bad sense: 

money, profit, riches, wealth  

lupus: n. - 1. any of various chronic skin conditions 

characterized by ulcerative lesions that spread over 

the body 2. (Capitalized) a constellation of stars in 

the Southern Hemisphere near Centaurus and 

Scorpius (the wolf)  

lustration: n. - 1. a cleansing ceremony, often 

involving a sacrifice or ritual washing, through 

which cities, fields, armies, or people which have 

been defiled by crimes, pestilence, or other 

uncleanness, were purified: ablution 2. a ceremonial 

purification performed before entering a holy place, 

usually involving washing the body in a ritual 

manner 3. in post-Communist countries: the political 

cleansing of former Communist officials  

luthier: n. - a maker of stringed instruments, 

originally of lutes  

lutraphobia: n. - fear of otters  

lycanthropy: n. - 1. a delusion that one has become 

a wolf 2. the assumption of a wolf's form and 

characteristics, possible by witchcraft or magic  

lyceum: n. - 1. an institution or building which 

provides public lectures, debates, concerts, and so on 

for the benefit of popular education 2. (Lyceum) the 

gymnasium (school of physical and intellectual 

education) and walking garden near ancient Athens 

in which Aristotle taught philosophy, named for the 

nearby temple of Apollo Lyceus  

lychnobite: n. - a person who sleeps during the day 

and works at night  

lygophobia: n. - a fear of darkness or of the night  

macedoine: n. - 1. a confused mixture: medley 2. a 

mixture of fruits or vegetables served as a salad or 

cocktail or in a jellied dessert or used in a sauce or 

as a garnish  

mackintosh: n. - (Brit.) 1. a raincoat 2. a 

lightweight, waterproof fabric that was originally of 

rubberized cotton (named for its inventor)  

macramé: n. - 1. a coarse lace or fringe made by 

knotting threads or cords in a geometrical pattern 2. 

the art of tying knots in patterns  

macrocosm: n. - 1. the entire world; the universe 2. 

a system manifesting on a large scale the results of 

multiple smaller systems [antonym: microcosm]  

madrasah: n. - (Arabic) a school or college, 

especially one that is attached to a mosque where 

young Islamic men study theology (found primarily 

in Bangladesh or Pakistan.) Due to administrative 

mishandling, radical political indoctrination of 

students and adopting a more conservative view of 

the simple teachings of Islam, especially in certain 

Muslim countries such as Pakistan, the madrasahs 

nowadays are sometimes deemed as ideological and 

political training grounds for hatred against the West 

maelstrom: n. - 1. a large, powerful, circular current 

of water (usually the resulting of conflicting tides) 

sucking in objects within a given radius: whirlpool, 

vortex 2. a violent, disordered, or turbulent state of 

affairs  

magnum opus: n. - a great work, especially the 

greatest achievement of an artist or writer  

mahatma: n. - 1. a person to be revered for high-

mindedness, wisdom, and selflessness; a mentor in 



 

 

 

152 

(Nouns)                                             Mahdi – matriarchy 

 

spiritual and philosophical topics: guru, sage 2. a 

person of great prestige in a field of endeavor 3. 

(Mahatma) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, the 

great leader who helped guide India to independence 

in 1947  

Mahdi: n. - (Islam) literally, "divinely guided one" 

1. (Shiite) an awaited messianic leader descended 

from Muhammad who will rule before the end of the 

world, establish a reign of peace and righteousness, 

restore the purity of Islam, and lead the faithful to 

salvation in anticipation of the last day 2. (Sunni) a 

religious leader who is recognized as the Mahdi of 

tradition by his followers and assumes a messianic 

role in order to unify Islam and institute a reign of 

virtue  

major-domo: n. - 1. the chief man servant in the 

household of a sovereign or great noble: seneschal 

2. a steward or butler 3. one who makes 

arrangements or directs affairs for another  

malaise: n. - 1.a general feeling of unease, ill health, 

or low spirits, sometimes of no medical significance 

and sometimes marking the onset of a disease 2. a 

general feeling of worry, discontent, or 

dissatisfaction, often resulting in lethargy  

malediction: n. - a curse or execration  

malfeasance: n. - wrongdoing, misconduct, or 

misbehavior (especially by a public official)  

mal-parry: n. - (Fencing) a parry that fails to 

prevent a hit from the opponent  

Manichaeism: n. - a religious doctrine based on the 

separation of matter (which was evil) and spirit 

(which was good) that originated in 3rd-century 

Persia and combined elements of Babylonian 

folklore, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Gnosticism, 

and (heretical) Christianity; it taught the release of 

the spirit from matter through asceticism, and was 

begun by the prophet Mani, who was known as the 

"Apostle of Light" and supreme "Illuminator"  

manikin: n. - 1. a person who is very small but who 

is not otherwise deformed or abnormal; an offensive 

term for a very short person: dwarf, homunculus, 

midget, pygmy 2. an anatomical model of the human 

body used in teaching art or medicine, especially 

one with removable pieces: dummy 3. an alternative 

spelling for mannequin (a usually life-size model of 

the human body used to display or fit clothes)  

manitou: n. - 1. a supernatural force or spirit 

believed by Algonquian peoples (a Native American 

tribe) to permeate the world, possessed in varying 

degrees by spiritual beings, human beings, other 

living beings, and inanimate objects 2. a deity or 

spirit  

manticore: n. - a legendary animal with the head of 

a man, the body of a lion, and the tail of a dragon or 

scorpion (some accounts also mention porcupine 

quills, poisonous spikes, and tail as having a 

serpent's head)  

martinet: n. - 1. a military officer who demands 

absolute adherence to military rules and behavior 2. 

somebody who imposes strict discipline on others; 

one who demands absolute adherence to forms and 

rules; a rigid or harsh disciplinarian who enforces 

total conformity 3. a short whip that has multiple 

tails, usually made of leather or soap-stiffened cords, 

and a small wooden handle. It is a traditional 

instrument of physical punishment for unruly 

children, used in France and other European 

countries. This whip was often applied on the calves 

of the legs (for children did not have to disrobe that 

way) or directly on the bare buttocks, adding a dose 

of humiliation to the physical pain.It is also often 

still carried demonstratively by Zwarte Pieten 

("Black Peters"; male black assistants of Saint 

Nicholas, the European original of Santa Claus, 

celebrated on December 6; this character draws 

strong criticism for its racist elements) to chastise 

very naughty kids instead of leaving presents. 

Martinets are still sold in the pet section of French 

supermarkets, though it is generally believed that 

most of those sold are meant for use on children, not 

pets, or at least to threaten them. This tool is also 

used in erotic spanking scenes, as a lighter 

alternative to a flogger {image} 

matanuki: n. - (Japanese) piercing one's own thigh 

with a sword or sharp object, done by ancient 

samurai as a demonstration of courage  

materialism: n. - 1. (Philosophy) the theory that 

physical matter is the only reality and that 

everything, including thought, feeling, mind, and 

will, can be explained in terms of matter and 

physical phenomena: physicalism [antonym: 

idealism] 2. the theory or attitude that physical well-

being and worldly possessions constitute the greatest 

good and highest value in life 3. a doctrine that 

economic or social change is materially caused 4. an 

excessive desire for wealth and material possessions 

with little interest in intellectual, ethical or spiritual 

matters: philistinism  

matriarch: n. - 1. the female head of a family, 

community, or people 2. a woman who holds a 

position of authority, leadership or respect, 

especially a powerful older woman  

matriarchy: n. - a social system in which the 

mother is the head of the family, women have 

authority over men and children, inheritance goes 

from mother to daughter, and society favors having 

women in positions of power or authority [antonym: 

patriarchy] 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Martinet.jpg
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(Nouns)                                                     matrix – métier 

 

matrix: n. - 1. an environment or material in which 

something develops: birthplace, cradle, origin, 

womb 2. a substance in which something is 

embedded or enclosed, especially one which gives 

protection 3. (Biology) the substance surrounding 

cells and from which tissue develops. (In cancerous 

tissue, the matrix between cells is drastically 

different from the matrix in normal tissue) 4. 

(Anatomy) the cells or tissue which fingernails, 

toenails, or teeth grow out of 5. (Geology) a mass of 

soil or fine-grained rock in which harder or coarser 

crystals, gems, or fossils are embedded 6. a mold 

from which casts are made 7. (Computer Science) 

the growing mass of interconnected networks in 

which cyberspace (e-mail, the Internet, virtual 

reality, etc.) is being created 8. (Mathematics) a set 

of numbers, characters, or data laid out in a table (in 

rows and columns), which can be manipulated in 

order to solve a problem  

matron: n. - 1. a woman, especially a married 

woman of middle age or later, who has had children 

and is thought of as being mature, sensible, and of 

good social standing 2. a female prison officer, 

especially a female warden in a prison for women  

maven: n. - a person who has special knowledge, 

experience or skill: ace, expert, genius, hotshot, star, 

virtuoso, whiz, wizard  

Maxwell's Demon: n. - an imaginary creature 

created by the physicist James Clerk Maxwell as a 

thought experiment. The demon controls a small 

hole in a wall dividing a chamber filled with gas. It 

allows fast molecules to move in one direction 

through the hole and slow molecules to move in the 

other direction. This would result in one side of the 

container becoming warmer and the other cooler, 

thus decreasing entropy and violating the second law 

of thermodynamics. However, such a creature is 

impossible since the act of observing the molecules 

to detect their speed must add energy to the system  

medomalacuphobia: n. - fear of losing an erection  

medorthophobia: n. - fear of an erect penis  

melange: n. - a mixture often of incongruous 

elements: hodgepodge, medley, pastiche, potpourri  

meliorism: n. - (Philosophy) 1. the idea that the 

world can be made better by human effort; the belief 

in social progress through human effort [antonym: 

apologism] 2. the idea or belief that human society 

has a natural tendency to improve  

melisma: n. - (Music) 1. a decorative phrase or 

passage in vocal music in which one syllable of a 

text is sung to several notes of the melody, such as 

in Gregorian Chant 2. an elaborate solo passage of 

virtuoso (dazzlingly skilled musician or singer) 

playing or singing near the end of a section or piece 

of music, sometimes improvised by the soloist: 

cadenza  

melophobia: n. - fear of music  

ménage: n. - a group of people living together  

menagerie: n. - 1. a collection of wild animals, 

especially for exhibition 2. a varied mixture  

mendicant: n. (see also adj.) - 1. a beggar 2. a 

member of an order of friars forbidden to own 

property in common, who work or beg for their 

living (includes Franciscans, Dominicans, 

Carmelites, and Augustinians)  

menophobia: n. - fear of menstruation  

Menorah: n. - (Judaism) 1. a ceremonial 

candleholder consisting of a central stem surrounded 

by six curved branches (originally it burned olive 

oil, not candles), used in the Jewish Temple to 

symbolize the seven days of the Creation which is 

also used as a symbol of Judaism and the state of 

Israel 2. a candelabrum consisting of a central stem 

surrounded by eight curved branches (originally it 

burned olive oil, not candles), used in celebration of 

Hanukkah  

mere: n. - a body of standing water, such as a lake, 

pond, pool or marsh  

mescaline: n. - an alkaloid drug obtained from the 

buttons of a small cactus, it causes hallucinations  

mesomorph: n. - a person with a robust, muscular 

body (caused by the predominance of structures 

developed from the embryonic mesodermal layer)  

metacognition: n. - knowledge about your own 

thoughts and the factors that influence your thinking  

metaphysics: n. - 1. the philosophical study of 

being, knowing, time, space, causality, and the 

nature of reality, including the relationship between 

mind and matter, substance and attribute, fact and 

value 2. the ultimate underlying principles or 

theories of a particular discipline (such as, the 

metaphysics of law) 3. speculation upon questions 

that are unanswerable to scientific observation, 

analysis, or experiment 4. excessively subtle or 

scholarly mystical reasoning; abstract discussion or 

thinking  

metonymy: n. - 1. (Rhetoric) a figure of speech in 

which the name of something is replaced with 

something else associated with it (for example, using 

"the press" to stand for all news media, "Hollywood" 

to represent the film industry, "the White House" to 

mean the President and his or her staff, or a "dish" 

referring to a set of food) 2. in schizophrenia, a 

language disturbance in which an inappropriate but 

related word is used in place of the correct one  

métier: n. - 1. a trade, profession, or occupation; 

especially, the work that one is particularly suited 

for 2. one's area of expertise or strength: forte 
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(Nouns)                                            metrophobia – miter 

 

metrophobia: n. - fear of poetry  

mezzanine: n. - 1. a low-ceilinged story between the 

ground floor and the first floor of a building, 

especially one in the form of a balcony: entresol 2. 

in British theater, a room or floor beneath the stage 

3. the lowest balcony in a theater  

mezzotint: n. - 1. a method of engraving a copper or 

steel plate by scraping and burnishing areas to 

produce effects of light and shadow 2. a print 

produced by an engraving that has been scraped to 

represent light or shade  

miasma: n. (see also adj.) - 1. an unhealthy or 

poisonous atmosphere or influence that tends to 

deplete or corrupt 2. a poisonous atmosphere 

formerly thought to rise from swamps and putrid 

matter and cause disease 3. a thick vaporous 

atmosphere or emanation: fog, haze 4. a thick, 

obscuring vapor: fog, haze, mist, smoke  

microcosm: n. - a miniature model of something 

[antonym: macrocosm]  

mien: n. - somebody's facial expression, bearing, 

posture, or general appearance, taken as an 

indication of his or her mood, character, or 

personality: appearance, comportment, conduct, 

demeanor, manner  

mihrab: n. - (Islam) an empty niche within a 

mosque which indicates the direction of Mecca, used 

during times of prayer {image}  

milieu: n. - the environmental condition: setting, 

surroundings  

millenarianism: n. - 1. the belief in the millennium 

of Christian prophecy, that at Jesus Christ's Second 

Coming he will reign on earth for 1,000 years: 

chiliasm, millennialism, millenniumism 2. the belief 

in a coming ideal society, especially one created by 

revolutionary action 3. belief that the end of the 

world is near  

milliner: n. - one that makes, trims, designs, or sells 

hats  

mimesis: n. - 1. (Biology) a plant or animal with an 

appearance which imitates its surroundings (such as 

a walking stick) or another animal (such as the 'eye 

spots' on the wings of some butterflies): imitation, 

mimicry 2. (Art & Literature) the realistic 

representation of the world or nature, whether in 

artistic technique or subject matter: simulation 

[antonym: diegesis] 3. (Rhetoric) the imitation or 

reproduction of another person's words in a speech: 

impersonation 4. (Medicine) (a) any disease that 

shows symptoms characteristic of another disease 

(b) the appearance of symptoms of a disease which 

the patient doesn't have  

minaret: n. - (Islam) a tall, slender tower attached to 

a mosque, having one or more projecting balconies 

from which a muezzin summons the people to 

prayer fives times each day {image}  

minbar: n. - (Islam) a domed box with a door at the 

top of a staircase in the mosque (often ornately 

decorated), used as a pulpit by the imam (prayer 

leader) for the Friday sermon, originally the caliph's 

seat of authority and judgment; located to the right 

of the mihrab, the niche that indicates the direction 

of prayer (i.e. towards Mecca) {image}  

misanthrope: n. - a person who hates or distrusts all 

people  

miscegenation: n. 1. sexual relations between 

people of different races or different skin colors 

(particularly of white and non-white individuals), 

especially when it leads to the birth of mixed-race 

children. This term has frequently been used in the 

context of ethnocentric or racist attitudes and laws 

against interracial sexual relations and intermarriage, 

as well as various white-supremist organizations. As 

a result, "miscegenation" is often a loaded word, and 

is usually considered condescending, racistly self-

righteous, and highly offensive 2. marriage or 

cohabitation between people of different races 

(again, due to the history of this word, its 

connotations are very strongly offensive and 

insulting)  

mise en scï¿½ne: n. - 1. arrangement of performers 

and properties on a stage for a theatrical production 

or before the camera in a film: stage setting 2. 

physical environment: surroundings  

misericorde: n. - 1. a small projection on the bottom 

of a hinged church seat that gives support to a 

standing worshiper when the seat is turned up 2. a 

dagger used in the Middle Ages used for giving the 

death stroke (coup de grace) to a wounded knight  

Mishnah: n. (Judaism) - 1. the first portion of the 

Talmud, which contains the written version of the 

Oral Law given to Moses and the Torah, compiled 

about 200 C.E.; literally, "repitition" [see also: 

Gemara] 2. a paragraph from the first section of the 

Talmud 3. the teaching of a rabbi or other noted 

authority on Jewish laws  

misnomer: n. - an inaccurate, misleading, or 

inappropriate name; a name or label mistakenly 

applied to someone or something it does not fit  

misogyny: n. - the hatred of women  

missive: n. - a written message; a letter  

miter: n. (mitre, in Britain) - 1. (Catholicism) a tall 

pointed hat with peaks in front and back worn by the 

pope, cardinals, and bishops on formal occasions 

{image} 2. (Judaism) the ceremonial headdress 

worn by ancient Jewish high priests 3. a joint or 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Mihrabkls.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Egypt.Aswan.Mosque.02.jpg
http://crdp.ac-reims.fr/cddp10/ressources/mediatheque/dossiers/lieux_cultuels/images/43.jpg
http://stnicholas.kids.us/stnic/images/sy-miter-wmaster.jpg
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junction that forms a corner, usually both sides are cut at a 45-degree angle to form a 90-degree corner: 



 

 

 

156 

(Nouns)                                     mnemophobia –  mullein 

 

miter joint {image}  

mnemophobia: n. - fear of memories  

modicum: n. - a small portion; a limited quantity  

moiety: n. - 1. one of two equal parts: half 2. an 

indefinite part; a small portion or share 3. one of two 

basic tribal subdivisions  

monism: n. - 1. the doctrine that reality consists of a 

single basic substance, essence or energy; a theory 

denies the existence of a distinction or duality, such 

as that between matter and mind [antonym: dualism, 

pluralism] 2. the view that reality is one unitary 

organic whole with no independent parts 3. a theory 

or point of view that attempts to explain everything 

in terms of a single principle 4. the origin of diverse 

individuals or kinds (as of language) by descent 

from a single ancestral individual or kind: 

monogenesis 5. the doctrine that only one ultimate 

being or god exists (thus, Judaism, Christianity and 

Islam are monistic religions)  

monkeyshines: n. - mischievous or playful tricks, 

jokes, or pranks  

monomania: n. - 1. pathological obsession with a 

single subject or idea 2. excessive concentration of 

interest upon one particular subject or idea  

monomyth: n. - the cyclical journey undertaken by 

the standard mythological hero, as described by 

Joseph Campbell in his book "The Hero with a 

Thousand Faces" (1948). The core concept of the 

monomyth is: "A hero ventures forth from the world 

of common day into a region of supernatural 

wonder: fabulous forces are there encountered and a 

decisive victory is won: the hero comes back from 

this mysterious adventure with the power to bestow 

boons on his fellow men." Structurally it is divided 

into three sections: Departure (sometimes called 

Separation), Initiation and Return. This pattern 

shows up in all world mythologies, and even in 

some of today's Hollywood blockbusters: Hero's 

Journey  

morass: n. - 1. an area of soft, low-lying, soggy 

ground that sinks underfoot: bog, marsh, quagmire, 

swamp 2. a frustrating, confusing, or overwhelming 

situation that impedes or prevents progress, or which 

it is difficult to free oneself from: entanglement  

morpheme: n. - (Linguistics) a meaningful 

linguistic unit consisting of a word (such as 'man') or 

a word element (such as -ed in 'walked') that cannot 

be divided into smaller meaningful parts  

mosque: n. - (Islam) a building in which Muslims 

worship, though it can also be meeting places for 

military, political, judicial, and purely social 

purposes in Islamic communities; "Masjid" is the 

name used by Muslims, while "Mosque" is a French 

word and is now the term most often used in 

English; literally, "a place of prostration" {image}  

Mosque of Umar: n. - (Islam) the famous, beautiful 

domed shrine in Jerusalem which is one of the 

holiest sites in Islam due to its association with 

Abraham, Jesus and Muhammad. The rock within 

the structure is believed to be the point from which 

Muhammad was miraculously ascended through the 

seven heavens to the throne of God in 619 CE. It 

was named after the location where the 2nd Caliph 

Umar prayed following the Muslim conquest of 

Jerusalem, though it is not actually a Mosque. The 

shrine was built around 691 C.E. by the Umayyad 

caliph Abd aI-Malik. It is located within the site of 

the Jewish Temple and is thus a source of friction 

between Muslims and Jews {images: 1 & 2}: Dome 

of the Rock  

MPEG: n. - acronym for Motion Picture Experts 

Group, a file format for storing video images. 

MPEG files compress video images so that what 

would have been a 100MB video file on disk takes 

up maybe 1MB. MPEG video can also be displayed 

full screen, unlike some other video formats that 

appear in only a small box on-screen. Unfortunately, 

MPEG files require specific equipment and take a 

long time to compress  

muezzin: n. - (Islam) a mosque servant who calls 

out from a minaret, calling Muslims to prayer five 

times a day, as well as calling them to the Friday 

service: crier  

mufti: n. - 1. (Islam, capitalized) a scholar who 

interprets Muslim religious law, particularly in cases 

where there is doubt over how the Qur'an should be 

interpreted. The decision or legal opinion which a 

Mufti makes is called a fatwa 2. ordinary dress as 

distinguished from that denoting an occupation or 

station, especially civilian clothes when worn by a 

person in the armed forces  

mugwump: n. - 1. somebody who takes an 

independent or neutral position, especially in 

politics: fencesitter 2. a U.S. Republican who 

refused to support the party's candidates in the 1884 

presidential election [see also: neo-mugwump]  

mullah: n. - (Islam) a member of the Muslim clergy 

who has studied the Qur'an and the Hadith, and is 

considered an expert in the interpretation of Islamic 

theology and sacred law. Mullahs are considered to 

be able to give direction and make legal judgments 

based on their religious studies 2. a term of respect 

for a Muslim man who is thought to be very wise: 

sage  

mullein: n. - a tall plant (native to Europe and Asia 

and naturalized in the United States) having hairy or 

http://www.m-w.com/mw/art/miter.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Egypt.Aswan.Mosque.01.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Dome_of_the_rock_distance.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:MosqueOfOmar1914.jpg
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woolly leaves and tall spikes with flowers of yellow, lavender, or white {image} 

http://www.wssa.net/photo&info/bmp/mullein.common.plant.jpg
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(Nouns)                                       mummer – necromancy 

 

mummer: n. - 1. an actor who communicates 

entirely by gesture and facial expression: mime, 

pantomimist 2. one who goes merrymaking in 

disguise during festivals: masker, reveler  

mummery: n. - 1. a performance by mummers 

(actors, mimes, clowns, etc.) 2. frolic in disguise: 

buffoonery, masking, revelry 3. a pretentious, 

meaningless, or hypocritical ceremony or flattery  

mumpsimus: n. - 1. someone who obstinately clings 

to old ways, in spite of the clearest evidence that he 

or she is wrong 2. some custom or notion that is 

adhered to, even though it has been shown to be 

unreasonable 3. stubborn adherence to a mistaken 

verbal form in the face of correction 4. an erroneous 

word or spelling that, through long usage, has 

become absorbed into the language [antonym: 

sumpsimus]  

muscadine: n. - native grape of southeastern United 

States; origin of many cultivated varieties  

Muslim: n. - (Islam) any person who accepts the 

creed and the teachings of Islam, especially the Five 

Pillars; literally, "one who submits (to Allâh)"  

myasthenia: n. - 1. a rare autoimmune disease 

marked by chronic, progressive weakness and 

exhaustibility of voluntary muscles without atrophy 

or sensory disturbance (especially in the face and 

neck), and caused by the blocking of the receptors 

for acetylcholine (the neurotransmitter that causes 

muscular contraction): myasthenia gravis 2. any 

abnormal muscular weakness or fatigue  

myelomeningocele: n. - a congenital birth 

malformation of the neural tube (the structure which 

gives rise to the central nervous system) in which 

there is a bony defect in the vertebral column so that 

part of the spinal cord, which is normally protected 

within the vertebral column, is exposed outside the 

body. This results in lower body paralysis, severe 

learning problems, bladder and bowel incontinence, 

and additional problems. The risk of 

myelomeningocele varies according to country, 

ethnic group and socioeconomic status. In the US as 

a whole, this condition occurs in about one in every 

1-2,000 births. The risk of this and other neural tube 

defects, such as anencephaly, can be decreased by 

women taking folic acid (vitamin-B) supplements 

before they conceive and during the first months of 

their pregnancy, though it is not known why. Neural 

tube defects (NTDs) can usually be detected during 

pregnancy by alpha-fetoprotein (AFP) screening or a 

detailed fetal ultrasound. To prevent further drying 

and damage of the nervous tissue and to prevent 

infection, doctors operate as soon as possible to 

close the opening on the back, but there is no 

operation that can fix damaged nerves, and there is 

no cure for this condition: spina bifida {image} 

[see also: anencephaly, spina bifida occulta]  

myriapod: n. - an arthropod with a head, one pair of 

antennae, a long segmented body, and at least nine 

pairs of legs, such as a centipede or millipede  

myrmecophobia: n. - fear of ants  

myrmidon: n. - 1. [Capitalized] a member of a 

warlike Thessalian people who followed Achilles on 

the expedition against Troy 2. a loyal follower, 

especially one who executes orders without 

question, protest, or pity  

nabe: n. - 1. a neighborhood movie theater 2. (slang) 

a shortening or clipping of the word 'neighborhood'  

nabob: n. - (also called: nawab) 1. someone very 

rich or powerful, especially a European who made 

their fortune in India or another country of the East 

2. a viceroy or deputy governor in India during the 

Mogul Empire  

nadir: n. - 1. (Astronomy) the point on the ground 

directly below a spacecraft or other observer; the 

point directly below you in space {image} 

[antonym: zenith] 2. an extreme state of adversity or 

despair 3. the lowest point of anything (eg. the 

lowest point of a lake, the lowest blood count after 

chemotherapy, the lowest CD4 cell count an AIDS 

victim can reach, etc.): low-water mark 4. 

(Astrology) the lowest point in the sky that a planet 

can travel relative to the horizon. For example, if 

you were born at midnight then the sun would be 

found near the nadir of your birth chart  

naumachia: n. - an ancient Roman spectacle 

representing a naval battle  

Nazarite: n. - (also spelled 'Nazirite') (Biblical) a 

member of a Jewish religious group in biblical times 

considered specially consecrated to God and, 

therefore, set apart from others. They were bound by 

a vow to leave their hair uncut, to abstain from wine 

and strong drink, to keep away from dead bodies 

(even those of family members), and to practice 

extraordinary purity and devotion. Normally, the 

Nazarite vow lasted only thirty days (one hundred 

days at the most), but in the Hebrew and Christian 

scriptures three people were committed to the 

Nazarite vow for life: Samson, Samuel, and John the 

Baptist  

neckerchief: n. - a square scarf worn around the 

neck  

necromancy: n. - 1. the practice of attempting to 

communicate with the spirits of the dead in order to 

magically reveal the future or influence the course of 

events 2. magic in general; the belief in magical 

spells that harness occult forces or evil spirits to 

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/images/ency/fullsize/19087.jpg
http://www.geo.ed.ac.uk/agidict/diagrams/nadir_zenith.gif
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produce unnatural effects in the world: black art, black magic, divination, enchantment, sorcery, 
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(Nouns)                                          necrophilia – nihilism 

 

witchcraft  

necrophilia: n. - 1. obsessive fascination with death 

and corpses 2. erotic attraction to or sexual contact 

with corpses  

necrosis: n. - localized death of living tissue  

neologism: n. - 1. a new word, usage or expression 

2. a meaningless word coined by a psychotic  

neo-mugwump: n. - this word represents centrist 

Republicans of the George W. Bush administration 

who disapprove of the more extreme elements in 

their party, such as the Christian Right and the 

Neoconservatives. They tend to have a more liberal 

view on social issues such as homosexuality and 

same-sex marriage, and may oppose (or at least 

lament) the war hawk tendencies of mainline 

Republicans. They are also mockingly known as 

RINOs (Republicans In Name Only). Arnold 

Schwartzenegger, Olympia Snowe, Mary Bono, and 

John McCain are examples [see also: mugwump]  

Neoplatonism: n. - (Philosophy) a philosophical and 

religious system dating from the 3rd century BCE 

which modified the ideas of Plato through the 

influences of Aristotle, Plotinus, and oriental 

mysticism (especially of India), and which was one 

of the last surviving pagan wisdom traditions to 

compete with Christianity in ancient Europe. During 

the past two-thousand years, this tradition has 

influenced many movements, including the 

Romantic movements in 19th century Britain and 

the U.S. Basic beliefs include: (a) the natural world 

is a series of emanations from the One with whom 

the soul is capable of being reunited in trance or 

ecstasy, (b) a revival and reinterpretation of Plato's 

doctrine of essential, pre-existing "forms," (c) the 

First Principle and source of reality transcends being 

and thought and is naturally unknowable, (d) reason 

can reveal an understandable order in the universe, 

(e) resistence to the possibility that there could be 

more than one interpretation of goodness, truth, etc.  

nepotism: n. - favoritism shown to relatives, 

especially in appointment to desired political or 

professional positions  

nescience: n. - lack of knowledge or awareness: 

ignorance  

nettle: n. (see also v.) - 1. a wild herb with jagged 

leaves covered in fine hairs or spines that sting when 

touched. The various species of nettles belong to the 

genus Urtica, and are found worldwide {image} 2. 

a wild plant with jagged leaves like a stinging nettle, 

but without the stinging hairs, especially a dead 

nettle, which is found especially in northern 

temperate regions  

neuralgia: n. - severe, throbbing or sharply stabbing 

pain extending along the course of one or more 

nerves, especially when there is no physical change 

in the nerve itself, often occurring in the head or 

face  

neural tube: n. - (Biology) the hollow tube of tissue 

in the embryo of humans and other vertebrates that 

develops into the central nervous system (the spinal 

cord and the brain)  

Newbery Award: n. - the award given by the 

American Library Association to the author of the 

most distinguished contribution to American 

literature for children published the previous year, 

restricted to authors who are citizens or residents of 

the United States [see also: Caldecott Award]  

niche: n. - 1. a small or shallow hollow space in a 

wall (especially a half-circle hollow with an arch at 

the top) made to hold a statue, bust, urn, vase, or 

other decorative ornament: cavity, corner, nook, 

recess [antonym: apse] 2. a job, position or activity 

very well suited to the personality, talents or 

interests of the person doing it: calling, role, 

vocation 3. a highly specialized market or a distinct 

segment within a market, especially one with unique 

appeal and profitability; a "niche market": specialty 

4. (Ecology) the function an organism plays within 

its habitat (such as its role as producer and consumer 

of food resources) and the environmental conditions 

which define its ability to survive alongside other 

organisms in the same habitat. No two species can 

fill exactly the same ecological niche since one 

would ultimately be eliminated by natural selection 

5. any hollow or cavity, such as in a rock formation: 

cranny, crevice, recess  

nidstang: n. - (also called a “nithing pole” or 

“niding pole") (Norse) a wooden pole or post nine 

feet (2.75 meters) long used in an ancient 

Scandinavian custom to formally curse or hex 

someone. Runes of a poetic curse were carved onto 

the pole and a freshly cut horse’s head or skull was 

mounted on it. Sometimes the skin of the horse was 

laid over the pole. Then it was erected with a 

ceremony and turned to face the direction of the 

target's house, with the hope of arousing the anger of 

earth spirits inhabiting the ground below the 

accursed person's home. Today, it is possible to find 

"virtual" nidstangs on the Internet; literally, a 

niðstang (spelled, as it originally was, using the 

runic 'eth' [ð] symbol) is a "curse pole" or "scorn 

post" {images: 1 and 2} [see also: nithing]  

nihilism: n. - (Philosophy) 1. the doctrine that 

nothing can be known or communicated and that 

there is no objective basis for truth; the most 

extreme form of skepticism that denies all 

knowledge and all existence 2. a belief that life is 

pointless and human values are worthless 3. the 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Urtica_dioica.JPG
http://hem.fyristorg.com/pulle/bild/nidstang.gif
http://www.multiart.nu/grimner/bilder/nidstang.gif
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(Nouns)                                      nihilistic delusion – nous 

 

complete rejection of all established authority, 

institutions, social conventions and beliefs, 

especially of morality and religion 4. a revolutionary 

doctrine that advocates destruction of the social 

system for its own sake; the belief that all 

established authority is corrupt and must be 

destroyed in order to rebuild a just society 5. 

(Capitalized) a revolutionary political movement of 

mid to late 19th-century Russia that scorned 

authority and tradition, believed in reason and 

materialism, and sought to bring about a socially just 

new society by destroying the existing one through 

acts of terrorism and assassination 6. engagement in 

acts which are totally destructive to one's own 

purposes and those of one's group  

nihilistic delusion: n. - (Psychiatry) a delusion 

experienced in some mental disorders that the world 

or one's mind, body, or self does not exist  

nihil obstat: n. - (Latin) literally, "nothing hinders" 

1. an attestation by an official censor in the Roman 

Catholic Church that a book contains nothing 

damaging to faith or morals and contains no offense 

that merits censorship, usually appearing on the 

verso of a book's title page in publications which 

present official Catholic doctrine: cum licentia, cum 

privilegio, imprimatur, nihil obstat 2. official 

approval, especially of an artistic work  

nimfadoro: n. - an effeminate fellow, especially one 

who is well-dressed  

nimiety: n. - the state of being too much: excess, 

overkill, plethora, preponderance, redundancy, 

superfluity, surfeit, surplus  

nimrod: n. - 1. (Biblical Nimrod) the great-grandson 

of Noah, a Babylonian king noted as a great hunter 

2. an expert or mighty hunter; someone devoted to 

hunting 3. (slang) a person regarded as silly, foolish, 

or stupid: geek, klutz, simpleton  

nithing: n. - (also spelled 'niding' in modern usage; 

originally spelled 'nīðing,' which used the runic 'eth' 

[ð] symbol) (Norse) a despicable person completely 

without honor, such as an oathbreaker, traitor, 

murderer, or abject coward: villain, wretch [see also: 

nidstang]  

nixie: n. - in German mythology, a female water 

spirit that can appear in human form or as half-

human, half-fish  

Nō: n. - (also spelled 'Noh') the classical drama of 

Japan that presents an ancient or religious story 

using stylized masks, rhythmic music, chanted 

lyrics, elaborate costumes, and dance moves that are 

slow and dramatic. The stage is bare with the 

exception of the "kagami-ita", a painting of a pine-

tree at the back of the stage. Nō flourished in the 

14th and 15th centuries, and its development was 

influenced by Zen Buddhism  

noblesse oblige: n. - (French) the idea that people of 

high social class or noble birth must behave in a 

noble and moral manner, particularly by behaving in 

an honorable, responsible, and generous manner 

toward the lower classes ("noblesse oblige" is often 

used ironically or sarcastically); literally, "nobility is 

an obligation" or "nobility obligates"  

noctambulist: n. - someone who walks about in 

their sleep: sleepwalker, somnambulist  

nolo contendre: n. - (Latin) (Law) a plea in which a 

defendant does not explicitly admit guilt, but also 

does not contest the charges against them. Under 

this plea, the defendant is punished as though they 

had pled guilty, but their plea is not regarded as an 

admission of guilt for any other purpose. In 

particular, the alleged facts cannot be used in any 

other legal proceedings which the defendant may be 

involved in. For example, the defendant may plea 

nolo contendre when there is also a lawsuit for 

damages by a person injured by the alleged criminal 

conduct (such as reckless driving). Since this plea 

does not admit guilt, it cannot be used in the civil 

lawsuit as an admission of fault. Often, nolo 

contendre is offered as a part of a plea bargain; 

literally, "I do not wish to contend" or "I will not 

defend it": no contest  

nomatophobia: n. - fear of names  

non sequitur: n. - 1. an inference that does not 

follow from the premises 2. a statement (as a 

response) that does not follow logically from 

anything previously said  

nonage: n. - 1. the period during which one is 

legally underage 2. a period of youth or immaturity  

nonagenarian: n. - a ninety year old person; 

someone whose age is in the nineties  

nosegay: n. - a small bunch of flowers, often round 

and tightly bound: bouquet, posy  

nostrum: n. - 1. a medicine of secret composition 

and unproven or dubious effectiveness; a quack 

medicine: cure-all 2. a usually questionable remedy 

or scheme  

nous: n. - (Philosophy) 1. in Neoplatonism, the 

image of the absolute good and pure intelligence, 

which is derived from the world soul responsible for 

the rational order of the cosmos 2. in Stoicism, the 

active, material, rational principle of the cosmos: 

logos 3. that which is responsible for one's thoughts 

and feelings; the rational part of the individual 

human soul 4. in ancient Greek philosophy, the 

capacity to reason and acquire knowledge, as 

distinguished from sense perception; intellectual 

ability 5. (British) common sense, good sense, 

practical intelligence, shrewdness 
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(Nouns)                                             nudnik – Oort cloud 

 

nudnik: n. - (Yiddish) an obtuse, boring, or 

bothersome person: bore, nuisance, pest, twit  

numen: n. - 1. a spirit believed to inhabit a place or 

living object (such as a tree), especially in ancient 

Roman religion [see also: numinous (adj.)] 2. a 

guiding force or influence; a creative energy: genius  

obloquy: n. - 1. strongly condemnatory or abusive 

language or utterance 2. the condition of disgrace 

suffered as a result of public blame, abuse, or 

condemnation: ill repute  

obsidian: n. - a hard, black volcanic glass that is 

chemically similar to granite and is formed by the 

rapid cooling of molten lava. It is primarily jet-

black, but is transparent in thin pieces and displays 

shiny, curved surfaces when fractured. It was used 

by early civilizations for making tools and 

ceremonial objects, and now is often used as a gem 

{image}  

occasionalism: n. - (Philosophy) a theory, 

developed in the 17th century and popularised by 

Nicholas Malbranche, that there is no natural 

interaction between mind and matter. Instead, God 

causes physical actions and reactions to match each 

individual's perceptions and intentions  

occultism: n. - a belief in or study of supposedly 

supernatural powers and the possibility of subjecting 

them to human control: magic, sorcery, witchcraft  

ocher: n. - ('ochre' in Britain) 1. a moderate orange-

yellow color 2. any of several impure earthy ores of 

iron occurring in yellow, brown, or red and used as 

pigments  

ochlocracy: n. - government by the masses: gang 

rule, mob rule, mobocracy  

octogenarian: n. - an eighty year old person; 

someone whose age is in the eighties  

octophobia: n. - fear of the number eight  

oculus: n. - 1. the organ of sight: eye, peeper 2. an 

eye-like opening or ornament, especially a round 

window or a circular opening at the top of a dome  

oenophile: n. - a lover or connoisseur of wine  

oeuvre: n. - (French) the complete body of work 

created by a single artist, composer, or author; 

literally, "work"  

offal: n. - 1. the parts of a butchered animal, 

especially internal organs such as the heart, liver, 

brains, and tongue, sometimes regarded as 

unpalatable or inedible by humans though often they 

are safe to eat 2. the leather trade term for the 

shoulders, bellies, cheeks, face, or tail rounded from 

the choicer parts of a cowhide 3. something thrown 

away or discarded: refuse, rubbish  

ombrophobia: n. - fear of rain: pluviophobia  

ombudsman: n. - 1. a government appointee, 

especially in Scandinavian countries and Britain, 

who is responsible for impartially investigating and 

resolving complaints by private persons against the 

government or its functionaries 2. a person who 

investigates complaints and mediates fair 

settlements, especially between aggrieved parties 

such as consumers or students and an institution, 

organization, or company  

ommatophobia: n. - fear of eyes  

omnium-gatherum: n. - a miscellaneous collection 

(as of things or persons)  

omphaloskepsis: n. - 1. contemplation of one's 

navel as an aid to meditation 2. disinclination to 

motion, exertion, or change: inertia  

onanism: n. - 1. manual stimulation of the genital 

organs (of yourself or another) for sexual pleasure: 

ipsism, masturbation, self-gratification 2. a method 

of birth control in which coitus is initiated but the 

penis is deliberately withdrawn before ejaculation: 

coitus interruptus, pulling out [Named for Onan, a 

character in the Bible (Genesis 38:9). Onan was 

commanded by his father to impregnate the widow 

of his slain brother and to raise the offspring of the 

union. In order to avoid raising descendants for his 

late brother, however, during sex Onan would pull 

out before ejaculation and spilled his semen onto the 

ground.]  

onboard speaker: n. - a small speaker located 

inside the computer's case. Though the onboard 

speaker can generate crude beeps, buzzes and honks, 

it is entirely unsuitable for multimedia applications. 

A sound board and auxiliary speakers provide much 

better sound output than the onboard speaker  

oneirogmophobia: n. - fear of wet dreams  

ontology: n. - 1. the most general branch of 

metaphysics, concerned with the nature of being and 

existence 2. a particular theory about the nature of 

being or the kinds of existence (dualism, monism, 

and pluralism are examples of ontologies) 3. 

something that identifies, in the most general terms, 

the kinds of things that actually exist; a systematic 

account or inventory of what exists  

onus: n. - 1. the responsibility or duty to do 

something, especially a difficult or disagreeable 

task: burden, encumbrance, load, obligation 2. the 

blame for something 3. (Law) the burden of proof  

oolong: n. - a dark Chinese tea that is partly 

fermented before being dried  

Oort cloud: n. - (Astronomy) a huge, globe-shaped 

swarm of dust, rocks, and comets theorized to orbit 

the sun at the edge of the solar system (50,000 times 

the distance of the Sun to the Earth at its closest, at 

least one light-year away), far beyond even the 

Kuiper belt. Long-period comets (whose orbits last 

longer than 200 years) that pass through the inner 

http://geology.isu.edu/wapi/geo_pgt/Mod03_PlanetaryEvo/images/Obsidian.JPG
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(Nouns)                                       ophiology –  palimpsest 

 

solar system may be Oort cloud objects whose orbit 

has been dislodged by the gravitational pull of a 

passing star. The Oort cloud may date from the 

formation of the solar system. The cloud is named 

for the Dutch astronomer Jan Hendrix Oort, who 

proposed its existence in 1950 (see also: Kuiper belt) 

{diagram} 

ophiology: n. - the branch of zoology that is 

concerned with studying snakes  

ophthalmia: n. - an inflammation of the membranes 

or coats of the eyeball: conjunctivitis, pinkeye  

ophthalmology: n. - the branch of medicine that 

deals with the anatomy, functions, diseases, and 

treatment of the eye  

ophthalmophobia: n. - fear of being stared at  

oppidan: n. (see also adj.) - a resident of a town: 

city dweller, townie, urbanite  

opprobrium: n. - 1. a state of extreme dishonor or 

disgrace as a result of shameful conduct: ignominy, 

infamy, vilification 2. severe criticism or contempt: 

reproach, scorn  

optophobia: n. - fear of opening one's eyes  

ordinal: n. (see also adj.) - 1. (Mathematics) any 

number that indicates a particular position in a 

numbered order or series, such as "first," "3rd," 

"fifteenth," or "129th" 2. (Catholicism) an 

instruction booklet that lists the order of services in 

the Mass 3. (Christianity) an instruction booklet that 

outlines rules and ceremony for the ordination of 

Christian ministers, priests, bishops, deacons, nuns, 

etc.  

orison: n. - a prayer  

ormolu: n. - any brass, copper, zinc or tin alloys 

resembling gold in appearance and used to ornament 

furniture, moldings, architectural details, and 

jewelry; an imitation of gold  

ornithopter: n. - an aircraft designed to derive its 

chief support and propulsion from flapping wings  

orrery: n. - a mechanical model representing the 

positions and motions (with accurate relative speeds) 

of the planets, moons, and perhaps other bodies of 

the solar system. The relative sizes and distances of 

the celestial bodies are, of necessity, inaccurate. It 

became a popular amusement and teaching tool, and 

was originally a device of arms, balls, and gears, run 

by clockwork. The Earth typically completed one 

orbit in about ten minutes. The simplest kind of 

orrery includes only the sun, earth, and moon: 

planetarium {images: 1 & 2}  

Orthodox Judaism: n. - the most conservative 

branch of Judaism, which teaches strict adherence to 

traditional observances and to the Mosaic Law as 

interpreted in the Talmud. This branch does not 

believe there is a need to update Judaism to fit 

modern times, and also accepts without reservation 

that the Torah was directly handed down from God 

to Moses [see also: Conservative Judaism and 

Reform Judaism]  

orthography: n. - the art or study of proper spelling  

oscillation: n. (see also v.) - 1. the act of swinging or 

swaying regularly back and forth 2. one instance of a 

back and forth swing of something regularly 

swinging from one extreme to another (for example, 

one tick-tock of a grandfather clock's pendulum)  

osculation: n. - the act of kissing  

ossature: n. - 1. the underlying structure or 

framework that supports a building or sculpture: 

framework 2. the arrangement of bones in the body 

or in a part: skeleton  

pablum: n. - 1. (Pablum) a brand of bland, soft 

cereal for infants 2. a diet that does not require 

chewing (advised for those with intestinal 

disorders): soft diet, pap, spoon food 3. trite, insipid, 

worthless, or simplistic writing, speech, or ideas  

pabulum: n. - 1. food, especially a suspension or 

solution of nutrients in a state suitable for absorption 

2. intellectual sustenance 3. something (as writing or 

speech) that is insipid, simplistic, or bland  

paean: n. - a joyous song or hymn of praise, tribute, 

thanksgiving, or triumph: encomium, tribute  

paladin: n. - 1. a knight-errant; a distinguished 

champion of a medieval king or prince 2. a 

champion of a cause  

palanquin: n. - an inclosed, covered seat for one 

passenger (commonly about eight feet long, four feet 

wide, and four feet high) carried on poles held 

parallel to the ground on the shoulders of two or four 

bearers, used in former times to transport an 

important person, especially in East Asia  

palaver: n. - 1. a long parley usually between 

persons of different cultures or different levels of 

sophistication; a parley between European explorers 

and representatives of local populations, especially 

in Africa 2. a conference or meeting between 

different parties: discussion 3. loud, confused, empty 

talk; prolonged and tedious fuss or discussion; idle 

chatter: hot air, empty words, rhetoric 4. talk 

intended to charm, beguile, or mislead, especially 

through flattery: blandishment, cajolery  

paleontologist: n. - a scientist who studies the life of 

past geological periods through fossils  

palimpsest: n. - 1. a manuscript, typically of 

papyrus or parchment, that has been written on more 

than once, with the earlier writing incompletely 

erased and often still legible 2. an object or place 

whose older layers or aspects are apparent beneath 

its surface 3. something reused or altered but still 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5d/OortCloud_P-sys%28PNG-fin%291.png
http://mirasanz.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/10/orrery.jpg
http://www.eugenesargent.com/images/orrery/orrery%20101.jpg
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(Nouns)                                                   pallet – parousia 

 

bearing visible traces of its earlier form  

pallet: n. - (also spelled 'pallete') 1. a narrow hard 

bed or straw-filled mattress 2. a shovel-like or knife-

like hand tool with a flat, wooden blade used by 

potters for mixing and shaping clay 3. a board on 

which ceramic pieces are dried 4. a portable 

platform or open-ended box for storing or moving 

goods that are stacked on it 5. a metal tool used for 

printing on book bindings 6. a tool for manipulating 

gold leaf in gilding 7. a valve on a musical organ 

that opens in order to let air into a pipe 8. (Art) a flat 

board on which artists mix paints; the range of 

colors found on such a board; the range of color 

characteristic of a particular artist, painting or school 

of art  

palp: n. - a jointed, elongated sensory limb near the 

mouth of many invertebrate animals, such 

arthropods and mollusks, used to grab, hold, or taste 

food: antenna  

palpation: n. (see also adj. & v.) - 1. a method of 

medical examination using gentle pressure of the 

fingers to detect tenderness, abnormal growths, 

changes in the size or firmness of underlying organs, 

and unusual tissue reactions to pressure: tactual 

exploration 2. an act of feeling or perceiving by the 

sense of touch  

panentheism: n. - the doctrine that the world is part 

of God, but is not all of his being; in this philosophy, 

God transcends the material universe and is both the 

creator and the original source of universal morality  

pangram: n. - a sentence containing all the letters of 

the alphabet; especially, such a sentence in which 

each letter is used only once  

panjandrum: n. - a self-important, pompous, 

pretentious official  

pannier: n. - 1. a large wicker basket (used 

commonly in pairs), especially one carried on a 

person's back or shoulders, or on either side of a 

pack animal 2. a basket or pack, usually one of a 

pair, that fastens to the rack of a bicycle and hangs 

over the side of one of the wheels 3. a framework of 

wire, bone, or other material formerly used to 

expand a woman's skirt at the hips; a skirt or an 

overskirt puffed out at the hips 4. a shield of basket 

work formerly used by archers as a shelter from the 

enemy's missiles  

panophobia: n. - fear of everything  

pantheism: n. - 1. translates both as "God is All" 

and "All is God"; the view that the universe is divine 

and that God and the world are one (a) the belief that 

the universe and its phenomena conceived of as a 

whole is God (b) the belief that the universe is a 

manifestation of God or that there is no God but the 

combined substance, forces, and laws that are 

manifested in the existing universe (c) the belief that 

God and the material world are one and that God is 

present in everything 2. worship that admits or 

tolerates all gods; the belief in and worship of all or 

many deities  

papaphobia: n. - fear of the Pope  

papyrophobia: n. - fear of paper  

papyrus: n. - 1. a tall water reed shaped roughly like 

an umbrella and having small flowers, native to 

southern Europe and the Nile valley, but much more 

common hundreds of years ago {image} 2. thin 

strips of the papyrus reed laid together, soaked, 

pressed, and dried, used by the ancient Egyptians, 

Greeks, and Romans as writing material, particularly 

from the 4th century BCE to the 4th century CE. 

Papyrus is remarkable for its sturdiness and 

flexibility. If treated right, and kept in a completely 

dry environment (such as the sands of Egypt), it 

holds up well to the passage of time (even thousands 

of years, the oldest known papyrus document is an 

account sheet from the reign of the Egyptian king 

Assa, dated c. 2600 BCE.). Without care, or in the 

presence of moisture, it deteriorates and crumbles  

paralipsis: n. - (Rhetoric) an ironic figure of speech 

in which one draws attention to something in the 

very act of pretending to pass it over, such as "... and 

I'm not even going to mention my opponent's 

horrible civil rights record": apophasis, cataphasis, 

preterition  

parapet: n. - 1. a wall or bank used to screen troops 

from frontal enemy fire, sometimes placed along the 

top of a rampart (an embankment of earth) 2. a low 

wall or railing, as along a balcony  

paraphilia: n. - an abnormal sexual activity or the 

need for unusual sexual stimulation, especially when 

involving extreme or dangerous activities (such as a 

sadistic or masochistic practice)  

paraplegic: n. (see also adj.) - a person who is 

paralyzed from the waist down  

paraskavedekatriaphobia: n. - fear of Friday the 

13th  

parlance: n. - 1. a manner of speaking that is natural 

to native speakers of a language; the style of speech 

or writing used by people in a particular context or 

profession: idiom, vernacular 2. a way of using 

words associated with a particular subject (for 

example, medical parlance) 3. speech, especially in a 

conversation, parley, or formal debate: diction, 

discourse, phrase, talk  

parley: n. (see also v.) - a conference or discussion, 

especially with an enemy, as with regard to a truce 

or other matters  

parousia: n. - (Greek) (Christian) the reappearance 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Kew.gardens.papyrus.plant.arp.jpg
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(Nouns)                                    paroxysm –  perennialism 

 

of Jesus on Earth for the Last Judgment; literally, 

"presence": the Second Advent, the Second Coming 

(of Christ)  

paroxysm: n. - 1. a sudden attack, intensification, or 

recurrence of a disease: convulsion 2. a sudden and 

violent emotion or action: fit, outbreak, outburst  

parthenogenesis: n. - 1. the growth and 

development of an embryo or seed without 

fertilization by a male, occurs naturally in some 

lower plants, insects, invertebrates, and some 

vertebrates (e.g. lizards, salamanders, some fish, 

turkeys) 2. human conception without fertilization 

by a man: virgin birth  

parthenophobia: n. - fear of young girls or virgins  

pasquinade: n. (see also v.) - a lampoon or satire 

posted in a public place, especially one that ridicules 

a specific person  

pastiche: n. - a creative work in literature, drama, 

music, or art that is a mixture of themes, styles, or 

selections obviously borrowed from other works. 

[Imitation with the intent to mock the original is 

parody rather than pastiche.]: collage, hodgepodge, 

medley  

patchouli: n. - 1. a small southeast Asian shrub in 

the mint family having leaves that yield a fragrant 

oil used in the manufacture of perfumes 2. a perfume 

made from the oil of this plant  

paternalism: n. - the attitude (in politics, business or 

personal relationships) that certain people should be 

controlled or protected in a fatherly way for their 

own good, especially by providing for their needs 

without giving them rights, responsibilities or access 

to influential information  

patois: n. - 1. a regional form of a language 

(especially French) used informally and usually 

containing nonstandard forms, especially one 

without a literary tradition and disdained by some as 

substandard; examples include the French-English 

creoles of New Orleans and the Caribbean: dialect 2. 

the characteristic or special speech of a group: argot, 

cant, dialect, jargon, lingo, slang, vernacular 3. 

nonstandard speech  

patrician: n. (see also adj.) - 1. a noble man or 

woman in ancient Rome. (Only upper-class men 

could hold high public offices, such as senator) 2. 

somebody with the qualities and manners 

traditionally associated with the upper class  

patriarch: n. - 1. the male head of a tribe or family 

2. one of the biblical men traditionally thought to be 

fathers of a people or of the whole human race, 

including Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses and others  

patriarchy: n. - a social system in which the father 

is the head of the family, men have authority over 

women and children, inheritance goes from father to 

son, and society favors having men in positions of 

power or authority [antonym: matriarchy]  

patrimony: n. - 1. property, traditions or values 

inherited from one's ancestors, especially from one's 

father or male ancestors 2. an estate or endowment 

that belongs to a church  

patron: n. - 1. someone who often shops at a certain 

business or store; a regular customer: client 2. 

somebody who gives money or other support to an 

organization, person or cause, especially in the arts: 

sponsor 3. in ancient Rome, somebody who had 

freed a slave but still retained some legal rights over 

the former slave  

patzer: n. - somebody who is thought to play chess 

badly or like an amateur: timber shifter  

peccadillo: n. - a slight offense; a petty fault  

pediment: n. - a decorative arhitectural structure 

used in classic Greek architecture: a triangular space 

above an entrance, window, doorway, fireplace, 

portico, etc. {images: 1 & 2}  

pediophobia: n. - fear of dolls  

pedophilia: n. - 1. a sexual perversion in which an 

adult has sexual desire or fantasies about children, 

often this becomes an obsession 2. the crime of an 

adult sexually molesting a child  

pejorative: n. (see also adj.) - a disparaging or 

belittling word or expression  

peladophobia: n. - fear of bald people  

pelerine: n. - a short cape for a woman, it has points 

in front and is longer in front than behind, usually 

made of fur {image: 1, 2, 3}  

pelf: n. - money or riches, especially when 

dishonestly acquired: gain, lucre, moolah, profits  

penchant: n. - a strong and continued inclination: 

leaning, liking, proclivity, propensity  

Pentateuch: n. - (Judaism) the first five books of the 

Hebrew Scriptures (or, Old Testament of the Bible): 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 

Deuteronomy. The faithful believe the books were 

written by Moses. These are the primary scriptures 

of Judaism; literally, "five containers": Torah  

perdition: n. - 1. total and irretrievable loss 2. 

spiritual ruin: damnation  

peregrination: n. - traveling from place to place: 

wandering  

perennialism: n. - (Education) the view that 

students should be taught ideas of everlasting 

importance to all people, that learning principles 

(such as scientific reasoning) is more important than 

learning facts (especially facts with unknown or 

shifting details), that developing people as human 

beings is more important than teaching them job 

http://www.pitt.edu/~medart/menuglossary/pediment.htm
http://www.coe.uga.edu/~pkeck/ediacara/pics/pediment.jpg
http://www.probertencyclopaedia.com/j/Pelerine.jpg
http://www.odessitclub.org/publications/world_capital/01/kostandi_girlie.jpg
http://www.corsetsandcrinolines.com/timelinepix/1850/1830bodice7.jpg
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(Nouns)              perennial philosophy –  philemaphobia 

 

learning for its own sake and become true 

intellectuals  

perennial philosophy: n. - the view that certain 

philosophical insights are found throughout history 

and regardless of cultural differences because they 

are universal truths. Often, these recurring ideas 

concern the nature of reality, humanity and 

consciousness and are found in both traditional lore 

and in highly developed world religions. Common 

precepts of the perennial philosophy are that the 

world is divided into two aspects (the invisible, 

mystical world and visible, material reality), that the 

soul connects humanity with divine reality, and that 

mankind's ultimate purpose is to gain knowledge of 

the immanent and transcendent Ground of all being  

perestroika: n. - the restructuring of the Soviet 

economy and bureaucracy that began in the mid 

1980s  

perigee: n. - the point in the orbit of the moon or of 

an artificial satellite that is at the least distance from 

the center of the earth [antonym: apogee]  

perihelion: n. - the point in the path of a celestial 

body (as a planet) that is nearest to the sun 

[antonym: aphelion]  

peripatetic: n. (see also adj.) - 1. one who walks 

about; a pedestrian; an itinerant 2. a follower of 

Aristotle; an Aristotelian  

peripeteia: n. - a sudden or unexpected reversal of 

circumstances or situation, especially in a literary 

work  

periwig: n. - a powdered wig for men fashionable in 

17th-18th centuries: peruke  

perpend: n. (see also v.) - (Masonry) a large stone 

or brick passing through the entire thickness of a 

wall in order to strengthen it or bind the two sides: 

bondstone, perpend stone, through binder, through 

stone  

perquisite: n. - 1. an incidental benefit awarded for 

certain types of employment in addition to a regular 

wage or salary (especially if it is regarded as a 

right): bonus, gratuity, perk, tip 2. something 

claimed as an exclusive right: birthright, privilege, 

prerogative  

persiflage: n. - frivolous or bantering talk; a 

frivolous manner of treating any subject, whether 

serious or otherwise; light raillery  

persimmon: n. - 1. any of a genus of trees of the 

ebony family with hard fine wood, oblong leaves, 

and small bell-shaped flowers; especially an 

American tree or a Japanese tree 2. a sweet juicy 

orange-red fruit with a slightly tough outer skin that 

is edible only when fully ripe 

persona: n. - (Latin) literally, "a mask worn by an 

actor, character" 1. (Psychology) in Jungian 

psychology, the aspect of a person's character that is 

presented to or perceived by others; the image of 

character and personality that somebody wants to 

show the outside world [see also: anima] 2. 

(Literature) the narrating voice or character which 

some authors assume in a given literary work 3. an 

identity or role that somebody assumes, especially a 

role or character adopted by an actor  

perspicacity: n. - clearness of understanding: 

discernment, insightfulness, penetration  

peruke: n. - a powdered wig for men fashionable in 

17th-l8th centuries: periwig  

petabyte: n. - one quadrillion bytes or 250 (exactly 

1,125,899,906,842,624 bytes)  

petit jury: n. - (U.S. Law) the old-fashioned name 

for the jury which hears the facts of a lawsuit or 

criminal case in order to render a verdict (either 

'guilty' or 'not guilty' in the case of criminal trial). 

Federal and state criminal juries are made up of 12 

persons. Federal civil juries have only six persons, 

and the number of jurors varies for state civil cases. 

The jury is selected through a process called voir 

dire, in which jurors are asked questions in order to 

determine their biases and opinions. Each side can 

reject a certain number of potential jurors. Verdicts 

must be unanimous in federal courts, but thirty-three 

states allow non-unanimous verdicts in civil cases 

and two permit them in criminal cases. The trial jury 

is called "petit" (small) to distinguish it from a 

"grand" jury, which hears evidence to determine 

whether or not a case should be allowed to go to 

trial: trial jury  

phagophobia: n. - fear of eating, or swallowing, or 

of being eaten  

phantasmagoria: n. - 1. a series of strange or 

bizarre images seen as if in a dream 2. any 

constantly changing scene  

phenomenology: n. - (Philosophy) 1. the 

philosophical investigation and description of 

conscious experience in all its varieties without 

concern for whether what is experienced is 

objectively real (proposed by Edmund Husserl) 2. 

the study of phenomena, things as they are 

perceived, as opposed to the study of being, the 

nature of things as they are 3. the premise that 

reality consists of objects and events as they are 

perceived in human consciousness and not of 

anything independent of human consciousness  

phial: n. - a glass vessel or bottle, especially a small 

bottle for medicines  

philately: n. - the collection and study of postage 

and imprinted stamps: stamp collecting  

philemaphobia: n. - fear of kissing 



 

 

 

168 

(Nouns)                                                philologist – pique 

 

philologist: n. - one versed in classical scholarship 

or historical linguistics  

philomath: n. - a lover of learning; a scholar  

philophobia: n. - fear of falling in love or being in 

love  

philosopher's stone: n. - a hypothetical substance 

that the alchemists believed to be capable of 

changing base metals into gold without changing its 

own composition, also thought (by some) to cure all 

ills and ailments, to allow its possessor to achieve 

immortality, and to be a universal solvent: elixir, 

sorcerer's stone  

philter: n. (see also v.) - 1. a potion or charm 

supposed to cause the person taking it to fall in love 

2. a potion or charm believed to have magic power  

phlebotomy: n. - a surgical incision made in a vein, 

or a puncture made by a needle to draw blood for 

testing: bloodletting, venesection  

phlebotomy: n. - the letting of blood for transfusion, 

diagnosis, or experiment, and especially formerly in 

the treatment of disease: bloodletting, venesection  

phlegm: n. (see also adj.) - 1. thick mucus secreted 

in abnormal quantity especially in the nose and 

throat 2. one of the four humors in early physiology 

that was considered to be cold and moist and to 

cause sluggishness  

phobophobia: n. - fear of phobias  

phonogram: n. - 1. any written symbol which 

represents a sound, syllable, or word 2. a sequence 

of letters that have the same pronunciation in several 

different words (for example, "ear" in "earth," 

"heard," and "learn")  

phonophobia: n. - fear of voices, noises, speaking 

aloud, or telephones  

photon: n. - a discrete particle (called a quantum) of 

electromagnetic radiation (such as visible light) 

demonstrating both particle and wave properties. A 

photon has no mass and no electric charge, but 

possesses energy and momentum and has an 

indefinitely long lifetime  

photophobia: n. - fear of light  

phrontistery: n. - a place for study, contemplation, 

or learning (sometimes including modern 

universities)  

phthisis: n. - 1. any disease or condition marked by 

wasting of the body 2. any of several diseases of the 

respiratory system, especially asthma or tuberculosis 

(archaic)  

phylactery: n. - 1. (Judaism) one of two small 

square leather boxes containing slips inscribed with 

scriptural passages traditionally worn on the left arm 

and on the head by Jewish men during morning 

weekday prayers 2. an ornament often inscribed with 

a magic incantation or symbol to aid the wearer or 

protect him against evil, disease or witchcraft: 

amulet, charm  

pia mater: n. - (Anatomy) the innermost and most 

delicate of the three membranes (meninges) that 

surround the brain and the spinal cord. This 

membrane covers the brain very closely, even 

extending into its folds and wrinkles [see also: 

arachnoid, dura mater]  

pica: n. - an abnormal desire to eat substances not 

normally eaten (like chalk or ashes)  

piffle: n. (see also v.) - silly, foolish, futile or trivial 

talk or ideas: balderdash, drivel, fiddle-faddle, 

nonsense, twaddle  

pigsney: n. - one especially cherished; a word of 

endearment for a girl or woman: darling, honey, pet, 

sweetie  

pilaster: n. - a rectangular psuedo-column 

projecting only slightly from a wall as an ornamental 

motif {diagram, photograph}  

pillion: n. - 1. a pad or cushion for an extra rider 

behind the saddle on a horse or motorcycle, in the 

past it was particularly intended for a female 

passenger 2. a temporary replacement for an 

amputated leg  

pilocarpine: - a colorless or yellow poisonous 

compound which promotes the outflow of saliva, 

urine, sweat, and tears from the body; used to induce 

sweating, promote salivation, and treat glaucoma  

pinko: n. - one who leans very left politically, but 

not far enough left to be communist (a true 

communist is referred to as a 'red')  

pinnace: n. - 1. a small, light boat larger than a 

lifeboat carried by a larger ship. It was propelled by 

oars or by sails, and was usually used to carry 

people, supplies, or messages between the ship and 

shore or between several ships in a fleet. It was also 

sometimes used as a guide for merchant and war 

vessels {image} 2. a kind of boat developed by the 

Dutch in the 17th century having a shallow draught, 

two or three masts, and a short stern. They weren 

used as merchant vessels, pirate vessels and small 

warships {image}  

pinochle: n. - a game of cards for two to six persons, 

played with a special deck of 48 cards (two decks of 

cards that do not include two through eight), with 

points being scored by taking tricks and forming 

certain combinations  

pipit: n. - a small songbird in the wagtail family, 

resembling the lark, with brown speckled plumage 

and a long tail  

pique: n. (see also v.) - 1. a feeling of hurt or 

resentment awakened by a social slight or injury; 

http://www.pitt.edu/~medart/image/glossary/pilaster.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Architecture-pilasters.jpg
http://www.vk2bv.org/sb/pinnace.jpg
http://www.vleonica.com/pinnace1.jpg
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irritation of the feelings, as through wounded pride: displeasure, grudge, irritation, spite, vexation 2.



 

 

 

170 

(Nouns)                                                  pissant – postern 

 

keenly felt desire; a longing  

pissant: n. (see also adj.) - one that is insignificant  

piste: n. - 1. (Fencing) a long, narrow strip where a 

fencing match is held 2. a downhill track or area of 

densely packed snow that provides good skiing 

conditions  

pittance: n. - a small portion, amount, or allowance; 

a meager wage or remuneration  

plenum: n. - (Latin) literally, "full space"; 1. a space 

completely filled with matter [antonym: vacuum] 2. 

an assembly or meeting in which all members of a 

group are present 3. (Philosophy) the whole of space 

regarded as being filled with matter 4. (Physics) an 

enclosure containing a gas (usually air) at higher 

pressure than the surrounding atmosphere: plenum 

chamber 5. (Architecture) a space below the floor or 

above the ceiling that distributes heated or cooled air 

throughout a building. It may also contain electrical 

wiring  

pleonasm: n. - 1. an instance of using more words 

than are necessary to express an idea: redundancy 

(ex. "I saw it with my own eyes," "a tiny little 

child," "free gift," or "sufficient enough") 2. a 

superfluous word or expression: circumlocution, 

periphrasis, redundancy, tautology  

Pleroma: n. - according to Gnosticism, the 

nonmaterial world of transcendental light above our 

own world (which is lower Creation, thought to be 

an imperfect reflection or copy of the Pleroma), 

occupied by spiritual beings such as aeons and 

archons  

plinth: n. - the bottom block or slab upon which a 

column, pedestal, statue or vase is based {diagram, 

photograph}  

plinth course: n. - a continuous course of stones 

supporting a wall  

plumb line: n. - a weight, usually made of lead, 

attached to a line and used to find the depth of water 

or to verify a true vertical alignment: plumb bob  

plushie: n. - someone who has sex with a stuffed 

animal  

plutocracy: n. - 1. government by the wealthy; a 

government or state in which the wealthy 2. a 

government system where wealth is the principal 

basis of power 3. a wealthy class that controls a 

government  

pluviophobia: n. - fear of rain: ombrophobia  

pneuma: n. - the soul or vital spirit  

pogonip: n. - a dense winter fog containing frozen 

particles that is formed in deep mountain valleys of 

the western U.S.  

pogrom: n. - an organized, often officially 

encouraged massacre or persecution of a minority 

group (especially of Jews)  

politicophobia: n. - fear of politicians  

polyglot: n. (see also adj.) - one who speaks several 

languages: multi-linguist  

polygraph: n. - an electrical device that measures 

and records several physical processes at the same 

time, such as heart rate and perspiration (sweating). 

Changes in these measurements are used to know 

when someone is lying: lie detector  

polymath: n. - a person of great or varied learning; 

one acquainted with various subjects of study  

polyptoton: n. - (Rhetoric) the repitition of a word, 

but in different forms, cases, numbers, genders, etc., 

as in "My own heart's heart, and ownest own, 

farewell" ―Alfred Lord Tennyson, or "Not as a call 

to battle, though embattled we are" ―John F. 

Kennedy  

polysyndeton: n. - (Rhetoric) the use of multiple 

conjunctions in a series of coordinate words, 

phrases, or clauses, especially where some might be 

omitted, as in "we have men and arms and planes 

and tanks." Often this is done to call attention to the 

list of words or phrases by slowing down the tempo 

or rhythm, and therefore add the effect of 

persistence or intensity or emphasis [antonym: 

asyndeton]  

poniard: n. (see also v.) - a dagger with a slender 

blade: bodkin {image: 1, 2}  

popinjay: n. - a strutting supercilious person  

populist: n. (see also adj.) - someone who supports 

the rights, interests or opinions of ordinary people, 

especially in politics or the arts  

porphyrophobia: n. - fear of the color purple  

portcullis: n. - a grating of iron or wooden bars 

suspended in the gateway of a castle or fortified 

town, could be lowered to block passage {image}  

portmanteau: n. - a large traveling bag made of stiff 

leather that opens like a book into two hinged 

compartments: Gladstone bag  

portmanteau word: n. - a word that is a 

combination of two other words in form and 

meaning (eg. smog = smoke + fog, twirl = twist + 

whirl, etc.) [coined by Lewis Carroll in Through the 

Looking Glass]  

poshlust: n. - (also spelled 'poshlost') (Russian) this 

word, popularized by Vladimir Nabakov, signifies 

objects or ideas that are obviously trashy, cheap, 

inferior, petty, vulgar, or false though they pretend 

to be important, beautiful, clever, or noble. In 

Nabakov's own words, poshlust is: "not only the 

obviously trashy but mainly the falsely important, 

the falsely beautiful, the falsely clever, the falsely 

attractive."  

http://www.brown.edu/Courses/AC0125/plinth.jpg
http://ah.phpwebhosting.com/a/DCTNRY/p/plinth.jpg
http://www.grimoires.com/KeyOfSolomon/00Fig66.jpg
http://www.president.ir/farsi/gallery/museum/dir2/images/1025.jpg
http://homepage.tinet.ie/~rookery/images/portcullis.gif
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postern: n. (see also adj.) - a small gate or entrance at the back of a building, especially a castle or a fort 
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(Nouns)                                             postilion – proboscis 

 

postilion: n. - somebody riding the left-hand front 

horse in order to guide a team of horses pulling a 

carriage (especially one without a coachman)  

potable: n. (see also adj.) - a drinkable liquid; a 

beverage, especially an alcoholic beverage  

potomania: n. - an intense persistent desire to drink 

alcoholic beverages to excess: alcoholism, 

dipsomania  

POTS: n. - acronym for Plain Old Telephone 

System (or Service)  

poultice: n. - a warm, soft, moist and sometimes 

medicated mass (such as clay, flour, plant material, 

bread, meal, or other adhesive substance) spread on 

cloth and placed on a sore, a cut, an aching muscle, 

or inflamed body part to ease pain, improve 

circulation, sooth irritation, prevent infection, or 

hasten the expression of pus: cataplasm, plaster  

precedent: n. (see also adj.) - 1. a past action or 

decision that can be used as a model for future, 

similar circumstances: example, guideline 2. an 

established custom or practice 3. (Law) a reported 

decision or opinion of an appeals court (federal or 

state), which establishes the legal standard or rule 

that lower courts must follow when considering 

cases on the same legal question [see also: case law, 

stare decisis]  

precession n. - 1. (Physics) the motion of something 

spinning (such as a top) which wobbles, causing the 

axis of rotation to sweep out a cone -- especially due 

to an outside force acting on the axis 2. (Astronomy) 

a slow gyration or wobble of the Earth's axis (similar 

to the wobble of a top whose spinning is slowing) 

caused by the gravitational pull of the Sun, Moon, 

and other planets. A full circle of Earth's precession 

takes nearly 26,000 years. Because of this wobble, 

the rising constellation at the moment of the 

equinoxes and solstices moves backwards through 

the zodiac. Also, though Polaris is our pole star now, 

this is not permanent because of precession. There 

are millenia when no "North Star" exists {image} 

3. the act of preceding in time, order or rank (as in a 

ceremony)  

prelate: n. - a high-ranking member of the clergy 

having authority over the lower clergy, especially a 

bishop  

prelature: n. - 1. the office or position of a prelate 2. 

prelates considered as a group  

prepotency: n. - 1. the quality or condition of 

having superior power, influence, or force: 

predominance 2. (Biology) the capacity, on the part 

of one of the parents, as compared with the other, to 

transmit more than his or her own share of 

characteristics to their offspring  

prescriptivism: n. - 1. (Ethics) the theory that moral 

utterances have no truth value but prescribe attitudes 

to others and express the beliefs of the speaker 2. 

(Ethics) the view that the function of ethics is to tell 

us what we should do, not just describe what we 

actually do, and that the use of moral language 

implies a commitment to act accordingly (ex. saying 

"killing is wrong" should lead to avoidance of 

killing) 3. (Linguistics) the belief that some styles of 

language, and some words, are recommended as 

better than others (for beauty, practicality, 

conformity, intelligence, etc.)  

preterism: n. - a belief that some or all of the end-

time events specified in the Christian Scriptures 

(New Testament) have already been fulfilled, 

particularly during the Roman-Jewish war of 66 to 

73 CE  

preterition: n. - 1. suggesting by deliberately 

concise treatment that much of significance is 

omitted; the rhetorical technique of mentioning 

something by saying that one is not going to 

mention it, such as "... and I'm not even going to 

mention my opponent's horrible civil rights record": 

apophasis, cataphasis, paralipsis 2. the act of 

passing over something, leaving something out, 

disregarding or omitting something 3. (Law) neglect 

of a testator to mention a legal heir in his or her will 

4. the Calvinist doctrine that God neglected to 

designate those who would be damned, positively 

determining only the elect who were predestined for 

Heavenly salvation  

priapism: n. - a medical condition characterized by 

a persistent, usually painful erection of the penis, 

especially as a consequence of disease and not 

related to sexual arousal  

primeisodophobia: n. - fear of losing one's virginity 

primogeniture: n. - 1. the right of the first-born 

child, especially the oldest living son, to inherit the 

parents' entire estate (the oldest daughter usually 

inherited the estate only when she had no living 

brothers, and sometimes uncles or nephews were 

preferred over granting female inheritance) 2. the 

principle that a monarchy must be passed down to 

the ruler's eldest child (perferably the oldest son) 3. 

the state of being the first-born child of a set of 

parents  

probity: n. - adherence to the highest principles and 

ideals; complete and confirmed integrity in one's 

dealings: incorruptability, integrity, morality, 

righteousness, uprightness  

proboscis: n. - 1. a long flexible snout or trunk, as of 

an elephant 2. the slender, tubular feeding and 

sucking organ of certain invertebrates, such as 

insects, worms, and mollusks 3. a human nose, 

especially a prominent one 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Earth_precession.jpg
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(Nouns)                                        procatalepsis – pumice 

 

procatalepsis: n. - (Rhetoric) the anticipation and 

answering of an objection or argument before one's 

opponent has put it forward: prolepsis  

proclivity: n. - an inherent inclination toward 

something, especially toward something 

objectionable: penchant, predilection, 

predisposition, propensity 

prolepsis: n. (see also adj.) - 1. (Rhetoric) a figure 

of speech in which a future event or condition is 

referred to as if it has already happened or already 

exists, such as "he was a dead man when he entered" 

and "to iron a shirt smooth": anticipation 2. 

(Rhetoric) the anticipation and answering of an 

objection or argument before one's opponent has put 

it forward: procatalepsis 3. an error in chronology, 

especially the representation of something as 

existing before its proper or historical time (for 

example, the "precolonial United States"): 

anachronism 4. (Philosophy) the ancient concept 

(used in particular by Epicurus and by the Stoics) of 

a pre-theoretical notion or fundamental assumption 

arising spontaneously in the mind without conscious 

reflection, particularly one which can lead to true 

knowledge of the world 5. (Medicine) the return of 

symptoms (especially spasms or a fever) of a 

recurrent disease before the expected time or at 

intervals that progressively become shorter  

pronunciamento: n. - a formal announcement or 

declaration: manifesto, proclamation, 

pronouncement  

proprietary: n. (see also adj.) - 1. an owner or a 

group of owners: proprietor 2. a drug or other 

product made and sold under the legal protection of 

a trademark or patent, so that no other person or 

company can make a generic or competitive version 

of that product 3. information about a product that a 

company has kept secret, especially design features 

or manufacture techniques that would allow other 

companies to copy it or make a generic version 4. an 

unincorporated business owned by a single person 

who is responsible for its liabilities and entitled to its 

profits: proprietorship 5. the owner of a proprietary 

colony (for example, William Penn when he owned 

the colony of Pennsylvania) 6. a kind of school 

organized as a profit-making venture primarily to 

teach vocational skills or self-improvement 

techniques, often called a proprietary school 7. 

(hacker slang) a product not conforming to open-

systems standards. Proprietary products (often 

software) are controlled by a single company, are 

not usually compatible with the products of other 

companies, third parties are not free to work on and 

improve the product, and often the customer is stuck 

paying high prices on necessary services and 

upgrades after the initial sale  

prototype: n. - 1. an original model on which 

something is patterned: archetype 2. an individual 

that exhibits the essential features of a later type 3. a 

first full-scale and usually functional form of a new 

type or design of a construction (as an airplane)  

provenance: n. - 1. place where found or produced: 

birthplace, derivation, origin, provenience, source 2. 

proof of authenticity or of past ownership (of art 

works and antiques)  

provenience: n. - place where found or produced: 

birthplace, derivation, origin, provenance, source  

provost: n. - 1. a university administrator of high 

rank 2. the highest official in certain cathedrals or 

collegiate churches 3. the keeper of a prison 4. the 

chief magistrate of certain Scottish cities  

psellismophobia: n. - fear of stuttering  

psephologist: n. - a sociologist who studies election 

trends  

public key encryption: n. - a unique form of 

scrambling data that requires two separate 

passwords (or keys): a private key and a public key. 

The private key can scramble and unscramble data 

that was scrambled with the public key. The public 

key can only scramble data. For example, if your 

favorite FBI agent wants to send you a message, he 

must use your public key, but only you can 

unscramble and read the message using your private 

key  

pugilist: n. - one who fights with the fists, especially 

professionally: boxer, prize fighter  

pulchritude: n. - great physical beauty and appeal: 

attractiveness, comeliness, grace, loveliness  

pulsar: n. - (Astronomy) a small, dense, rapidly 

rotating neutron star with a huge, strong magnetic 

field (a neutron star is the remnant of a supernova) 

that emits beams of electromagnetic radiation (light, 

radio waves, x-rays, or gamma rays) from its 

magnetic poles. Because the star's magnetic poles 

are not the same as its rotational poles, the beams of 

radiation appear to blink in regular periods of time, 

much like the beacon of a lighthouse. Periods 

between pulses have been observed from 1 

millisecond to 4 seconds. When they were first 

discovered in 1974 by Jocelyn Bell Burnell, they 

were thought possibly to be signals from 

extraterrestrials. Therefore, the first pulsar was 

named LGM-1, with LGM standing for "Little 

Green Men." The word pulsar is a contraction of 

"pulsating star" {diagram}  

pumice: n. - a very light porous or spongy rock 

formed from solidified lava. In its powdered form it 

is used as a polish. In its solid form it is used as an 

abrasive, as well as to smooth vellum and parchment 

http://www.areavoices.com/astrobob/images/Pulsar_diagram_1.jpg
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(Nouns)                                            punctilio – quotidian 

 

for writing or when preparing them for re-use: 

volcanic glass  

punctilio: n. - 1. a fine point of etiquette; a minute 

detail of conduct in a ceremony or in observance of 

a code 2. careful, precise observance of formalities  

pupaphobia: n. - fear of puppets  

purfle: n. (see also v.) - an ornamental border on 

clothes or furniture, consisting of a ruffled or curved 

band  

Purim: n. - (Judaism) a holy day celebrated on the 

14th day of the Jewish month of Adar (typically in 

March) that commemorates the rescue of the Persian 

Jews from extermination at the hands of the chief 

minister to the King of Persia, Haman, around 400 

BCE. The story is told in the Book of Esther that a 

lot had been drawn in Haman's presence to decide 

the day and month of the massacre. The 13th of 

Adar was chosen. That day the Jews successfully 

battled for their lives: Feast of Lots  

purple prose: n. - writing so extravagantly 

overdone, ornate or flowery that it tries the reader's 

patience, especially when it uses exaggerated 

emotional appeals to manipulate the reader's 

sympathies  

pyloric stenosis: n. - a narrowing of the opening 

between the stomach and the small intestine, 

preventing normal passage of food into the small 

intestine. Symptoms of projectile vomiting begin 

several weeks after birth. This condition is more 

common in males  

pylorus: n. - the passage at the lower end of the 

stomach that opens into the duodenum (the first part 

of the small intestine)  

pyrrhic: n. (see also adj.) - 1. a metrical foot with 

unstressed-unstressed syllables: dibrach 2. an 

ancient Greek dance imitating the motions of 

warfare  

pyrrhic victory: n. - a victory that is offset by such 

staggering losses that it might as well be a defeat; a 

victory or achievement won at too great a cost to 

make it worthwhile [This expression alludes to King 

Pyrrhus of Epirus, who defeated the Romans at 

Asculum in 279 CE, but lost his best officers and 

many of his troops. Pyrrhus then said: "Another such 

victory and we are lost."]  

pyx: n. - 1. a container in which the consecrated 

wafers for Communion are placed so that they can 

be taken to those who cannot leave home (especially 

those seriously ill) 2. a chest in which newly minted 

coins are placed before being tested  

quacksalver: n. - somebody who falsely claims to 

have specialized knowledge, especially of 

medications, salves, or other medical knowledge: 

charlatan, mountebank, quack  

quagmire: n. - 1. an area of soft, low-lying, soggy 

ground that sinks underfoot: bog, marsh, morass, 

swamp 2. a difficult or inextricable position  

quakebuttock: n. - a quivering coward  

quay n. - a platform where boats are loaded and 

unloaded, whether lying alongside the bank or 

projecting into the water: dock, landing, levee, pier, 

wharf  

queue: n. - (see also v.) 1. a row of people or things 

waiting for a turn at something or for admittance to a 

place 2. a series of messages or jobs waiting to be 

processed automatically one after the other by a 

computer system 3. a list of computer data 

constructed and maintained so that the elements are 

inserted at one end and deleted from the other in first 

in, first out fashion 4. a short braid of hair worn at 

the back of the neck by soldiers and sailors in the 

late 18th and early 19th centuries  

quid: n. - 1. a wad of something chewable, as 

tobacco 2. the basic unit of money in Great Britain, 

equal to 100 pence: British pound, pound sterling  

quid pro quo: n. - (used often in Law) 1. an equal 

exchange or trade 2. something given or received for 

something else  

quiddity: n. - 1. the essence, nature, or distinctive 

peculiarity of a thing: quintessence 2. a hairsplitting 

distinction; a trifling point: quibble, quodlibet 3. an 

odd feature: crotchet, eccentricity  

quidnunc: n. - a person who seeks to know all the 

latest news or gossip: busybody  

quincunx: n. - an arrangement of five objects in a 

square or rectangle, with four at the corners and one 

in the center, like the "five" faces on a pair of dice 

{image}  

quipu: n. - a record-keeping device used by the 

ancient Inca empire (of Peru). It consisted of knotted 

strings and cords attached to a base rope. The color 

and thickness of each cord, as well as the size, 

configuration and position of each knot, had a 

special meaning. Information was encoded in this 

device for conveying messages, recording historic 

events, keeping financial accounts, etc. So complex 

was the system that a special class of workers, 

quipu-camayoq (quipucamoyac), kept the imperial 

records on quipu. The Incas did not have writing. A 

modified form is still used by some Andean 

herdsmen {image}  

quodlibet: n. - 1. a philosophical point proposed for 

disputation; a disputation on such a point 2. a 

whimsical combination of familiar melodies or texts  

quorum: n. - 1. such a number of the officers or 

members of any body as is legally competent to 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/c4/Quincunx.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Inca_Quipu.jpg
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transact business 2. a select group  quotidian: n. (see also adj.) - a fever, especially
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(Nouns)                                  Qur'an – Reform Judaism 

 

malaria, in which attacks of the illness recur every 

day  

Qur'an: n. - (Islam) the word Qur'an means "the 

recitation" or "the reading," and refers to the 

divinely revealed scripture of Islam. It consists of 

114 sûrahs (chapters) revealed by God to 

Muhammad over a period of twenty-three years. The 

Qur'an continues to be recited by Muslims 

throughout the world in the language of its 

revelation, Arabic, exactly as it was recited by 

Prophet Muhammad nearly fourteen hundred years 

ago. The Qur'an is viewed as the authoritative guide 

for human beings, along with the Sunnah (reports of 

Muhammad's sayings, actions, and reactions to the 

behavior of others). Translations of the Qur'an are 

considered explanations of the meaning of the 

Qur'an, but not the Qur'an itself. Similarly to how 

Christians believe that Jesus is God incarnate, 

Muslisms believe that the Qur'an is God in-literate. 

The spelling "Koran" is phonetically incorrect. The 

more accurate Qur'an should be used  

raconteur: n. - one who excels in telling stories and 

anecdotes  

radula: n. - on some mollusks (not clams, oysters or 

other bivalves), a horny band or ribbon that has very 

tiny teeth for tearing food  

rake: n. - an unrestrained or immoral pleasure 

seeker; someone who frequently indulges in vice: 

bon vivant, Casanova, debauchee, degenerate, Don 

Juan, epicure, floozy, harlot, hedonist, heartbreaker, 

ladies' man, lady-killer, lecher, libertine, lothario, 

man-about-town, philanderer, playboy, player, 

prodigal, Romeo, seducer, sensualist, skirt chaser, 

swinger, tomcat, tramp, trollop, voluptuary, wanton, 

whorehound, womanizer  

rale: n. - an abnormal sound heard accompanying 

the normal respiratory sounds on auscultation of the 

chest  

Ramadân: n. - (Islam) the ninth month of the 

Islamic calendar, it is the holiest time of year for 

Muslims because it is the month in which the first 

verses of the Qur'an were revealed to Muhammad. 

The month is spent fasting from dawn to sunset to 

develop piety and self-restraint  

rantipole: n. (see also adj.) - a wild, romping young 

person  

rapine: n. - the seizing and carrying away of 

another's property by force: plunder  

rapport: n. - 1. a relation marked by harmony, 

emotional affinity, or mutual trust 2. a feeling of 

sympathetic understanding: accord, compatibility  

rapprochement: n. - a re-establishing of positive 

relations, as between two countries: reconciliation  

rara avis: n. - a rare or unique person or thing  

ratiocination: n. - the process of reasoning: thought  

razzmatazz: n. - 1. a flashy action or gaudy display 

intended to bewilder, confuse, distract, or deceive: 

razzle-dazzle 2. showiness that is designed to be 

impressive and exciting, especially in the context of 

a stage show or other spectacle 3. language that is 

intended to confuse and conceal: double-talk 4. 

bubbly, excited energy or vitality: effervescence, 

enthusiasm, exuberance, spirit, verve, vigor, vim, 

zing  

Reaganonmics: n. - the free-market economic 

approach espoused by U.S. President Ronald 

Reagan, involving tax cuts, low social service 

spending, high military spending, and the 

deregulation of domestic markets -- contributed to 

low interest rates, low inflation, and large budget 

deficits: supply-side economics [antonym: demand-

side economics, Keynesian Economics]  

rebec: n. - a pear-shaped, two-stringed or three-

stringed medieval instrument played with a bow  

recidivism: n. - a tendency to relapse into a previous 

condition or mode of behavior, especially relapse 

into criminal behavior  

recrudescence: n. - a new outbreak after a period of 

abatement or inactivity: renewal, resurgence  

rector: n. - 1. (Roman Catholicism) a priest 

appointed to be the managerial and spiritual head of 

a church congregation, seminary, university, or other 

institution 2. (Church of England) a member of the 

clergy who is in charge of a parish, formerly rectors 

were entitled to the tithes from their parish [see also: 

vicar] 3. (Episcopal Church) a clergyman who is in 

charge of a parish: vicar 4. a person authorized to 

conduct religious worship: curate, minister, parson, 

pastor 5. the head or principal of some schools, 

colleges, or universities  

red envelope: n. - in Asia (especially in China) 

children and young unmarrieds receive a red 

envelope stuffed with money as a token for the New 

Year (the red symbolizes good fortune, love, and 

appreciation)  

redoubt: n. - 1. a small and usually temporary 

defensive fortification 2. a defended position or 

protective barrier 3. a secure place of refuge or 

defense: stronghold  

refectory: n. - a community or social room where 

meals are served, especially in a monastery, convent, 

or college: dining hall  

Reform Judaism: n. - the most liberal branch of 

Judaism, which does not follow the Talmud strictly 

or require strict observance of traditional religious 

law and ritual; it began in 19th century Germany, 

actively seeks to reconcile historical Judaism with 

modern life, and rejects the belief that Moses was
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(Nouns)                               refresh rate – Rosetta Stone 

 

literally given the Torah by God [see also: 

Conservative Judaism and Orthodox Judaism]  

refresh rate: n. - the speed (measured in Hertz) at 

which a monitor redraws an image on the screen. 

The faster the rate, the less likely the screen is to 

flicker, which saves wear and tear on your eyeballs 

and brain. (Eyeball frazzle is the unofficial term 

given to those who read too much information on 

the World Wide Web.) The faster the refresh rate, 

the more expensive the monitor  

regolith: n. - (Geography and Astronomy) the layer 

of loose rock, soil, and dust particles that covers the 

solid rock (bedrock) of most land on Earth and other 

solid planets, moons, and asteroids. This layer is 

produced by the effects of weather and meteorite 

bombardment on bedrock. The term comes from two 

Greek words, rhegos "blanket" and lithos "rock"  

reification: n. - 1. treating something abstract (as a 

word or idea) as though it had concrete or tangible 

existence: hypostasization 2. (Marxism) representing 

a human being as a physical object deprived of 

personal qualities or individuality, especially 

treating people as marketable commodities  

repast: n. - food served for one occasion of eating: 

feast, meal, snack  

repatriate: n. (see also v.) - 1. someone who, after 

living abroad a long time, has returned to the 

country where they were born 2. someone who, after 

losing their citizenship, has had their citizenship 

restored  

respite: n. (see also v.) - 1. a short-lived interval of 

rest, relief or recovery between periods of exertion; 

an interruption in the intensity or amount of 

something, especially something disagreeable: 

abatement, break, delay, hiatus, intermission, pause, 

postponement, recess, suspension 2. the temporary 

relief from punishment, harm, or discomfort: 

reprieve 3. (Law) the temporary suspension of a 

death sentence: reprieve  

revenant: n. - one who returns after death (as a 

ghost) or after a long absence  

rhabdomancy: n. - divination by means of a wand 

or rod, especially for discovering underground water 

or ores  

rhabdophobia: n. - fear of being criticized severely, 

or of beaten by rod or instrument of punishment  

rheometer: n. - 1. an instrument for measuring the 

velocity of flowing liquids, such as blood 2. an 

instrument for measuring the intensity of currents, 

especially of electrical currents: galvanometer  

rhinoplasty: n. - plastic surgery of the nose. Tissue 

may be transplanted from the patient's cheek, 

forehead, arm, etc., or even from another person  

rhoncus: n. - a rattling sound, somewhat like 

snoring or wheezing, heard on auscultation 

(listening with a stethoscope) of the chest when 

there is a partial bronchial obstruction (such as a lot 

of mucous): dry rale  

rhytiphobia: n. - fear of getting wrinkles  

rickshaw: n. - 1. a small two-wheeled cart usually 

for one passenger and pulled by one person walking 

in front of it, used originally in Japan {image} 2. a 

small three-wheeled vehicle, like a tricycle with a 

seat at the back for passengers, that is driven by 

somebody sitting at the front and pedaling  

rictus: n. - 1. an open mouth fixed in a strange grin 

or horrified grimace 2. the gape of a bird's open beak  

rigmarole: n. (see also adj.) - 1. an irritating, 

tedious, or confusing sequence of tasks, especially 

tasks that seem unnecessary or absurd 2. a tediously 

long, complicated, or unhelpful explanation 3. 

confused, rambling, or incoherent discourse: 

nonsense  

Riot Act: n. - 1. a former English law, passed in 

1715 and repealed in 1973, stating that twelve or 

more people assembled unlawfully in a public place 

or causing a public disturbance must disperse within 

one hour of having had the act read to them by a 

magistrate. Refusal to leave peacefully after the act 

was read aloud was a felony 2. (not capitalized) as 

part of the phrase, "to read him/her/them the riot 

act": to reprimand, censure, or sharply warn a person 

or group of people, especially for rowdy or uncivil 

behavior  

river: n. - in desktop publishing (DTP), a formatting 

flaw that results in the accidental alignment of white 

space between words in sequential lines of text, 

encouraging the eye to follow the flow down three 

or more lines. Rivers injure what typographers refer 

to as the color of the page  

rodomontade: n. (see also adj. & v.) - pretentious or 

self-important speech or behavior; inflated, vain or 

empty boasting (from boastful Saracen leader 

Rodomonte in the opera "Orlando Furioso"): bluster, 

bombast, braggadocio  

rōmaji: n. - (Japanese) a system in which in the 

Japanese language is expressed using the Roman 

alphabet (A, B, C's), used often in dictionaries and 

textbooks for Westerners learning to speak Japanese; 

literally, "Roman characters"  

rōnin: n. - (Japanese) a samurai who had been 

dismissed from service or who had lost his master  

roorback: n. - a false or slanderous story used for 

political advantage  

Rosetta Stone: n. - 1. a black basalt stone found in 

1799 that bears an inscription in hieroglyphics, 

demotic characters, and Greek and is celebrated for 

http://www.gutenberg.org/dirs/1/1/2/1/11218/11218-h/illustrations/FigE18ed.png
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(Nouns)                                     Rosh Hashanah – sconce 

 

having given the first clue to the decipherment of 

Egyptian hieroglyphics 2. one that gives a clue to 

understanding  

Rosh Hashanah: n. - (Judaism) the Jewish New 

Year, observed on the first and second days of the 

Jewish month of Tishri (falling in September or 

October) by Orthodox and Conservative Jews and 

on the first day alone by Reform Jews. This holiday 

is marked by solemnity as well as festivity. It begins 

the observance of the Ten Penitential Days or the 

Days of Awe, a period concerned with confessions 

of sin and redemption in preparation for Yom 

Kippur. One notable tradition within this holiday is 

the blowing of the shofar. Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur are known as the High Holy Days  

rototiller: n. - a motorized rotary cultivator  

rowel: n. (see also v.) - a small, sharp-toothed, 

revolving wheel on the end of a horse rider's spur, 

used by cowboys and ranchers to direct or urge 

forward their horse  

Rubicon: n. - a bounding or limiting line which, 

when crossed, commits a person irrevocably  

russophobia: n. - fear of Russians  

sacroiliac: n. (see also adj.) - the region of juncture 

between the spinal column and the pelvis  

sacristan: n. - a person in charge of the sacristy, 

ceremonial equipment, and sacred objects of a 

Christian church: sexton, verger  

sadomasochism: n. - the derivation of pleasure from 

the infliction of physical or mental pain either on 

others or on oneself  

salaam: n. - (Islam) 1. literally, “peace,” used as a 

respectful greeting among Muslims 2. a deeply 

respectful or deferential gesture of greeting or 

acknowledgment, used especially in Islamic 

countries, made by bowing low with the palm of the 

right hand against the forehead  

Salchow: n. - a figure-skating edge jump launched 

from the back inside edge of one foot followed by a 

full turn in the air and landed on the back outside 

edge of the opposite foot. Named after Ulrich 

Salchow, a Swedish figure skater who invented the 

move and won ten World Championships between 

1900 and 1911  

salmagundi: n. - 1. a salad plate usually consisting 

of chopped meat, anchovies, eggs, and onions, 

served with oil and vinegar 2. any mixture or 

assortment: medley, miscellany, potpourri  

Samba: n. - a free suite of programs which enables 

computers running a variety of different operating 

systems (such as Linux, UNIX, DOS, Solaris, OS/2, 

etc.) to use the network protocols of Windows 

systems. Because of this, any computer on a network 

can communicate and share resources. For example, 

computers connected through a company's intranet, 

or home computers sharing an Internet connection, 

can share files, printers, etc. with each other even if 

they are running on different operating systems. 

Although this program was primarily designed to 

work like the Microsoft Windows environment, it 

has modes more user-friendly for people accustomed 

to other operating systems as well. The Samba client 

is called smbclient  

sang-froid: n. - coolness and composure, especially 

in trying circumstances; freedom from agitation or 

excitement of mind: aplomb, calmness, confidence, 

poise, self-assurance, self-possession, sureness  

sarcopenia: n. - the age-related loss of muscle mass 

and strength  

sarcophagus: n. - a stone coffin, usually bearing 

sculpture or inscriptions  

scansion: n. - the act of scanning (or examining) a 

line of verse for its weak and strong accents  

schadenfreude: n. - a malicious satisfaction 

obtained from the misfortunes of others  

schlemiel: n. - an unlucky bungler: blunderer, 

chump, loser, schlimazel  

schlimazel: n. - an unlucky bungler: blunderer, 

chump, loser, schlemiel  

scintilla: n. - a tiny or scarcely detectable amount; 

the slightest particle: spark, trace  

sciolism: n. - a superficial display of learning 

designed to deceive or impress others  

sciolist: n. - someone who pretends to be an 

intellectual or scholar but really has little 

understanding or knowledge of what they talk about; 

one who engages in a pretentious display of 

superficial knowledge in order to fake the 

appearance of being a professional academic: 

amateur, dabbler, fraud, phony, pretender, quack  

scion: n. - 1. a child or descendant of a family, 

especially a rich, famous, or important family: heir 

2. a living cutting (twig or shoot) from a woody 

plant containing buds that is grafted onto another 

plant, usually a related species (for example, a 

branch of apples growing on a pear tree)  

sciophobia: n. - fear of shadows  

scission: n. - 1. a division or split in a group or 

union: schism 2. an action or process of cutting, 

dividing, or splitting 3. the state of being cut, 

divided, or split  

scolionophobia: n. - fear of going to school: 

didaskaleinophobia  

sconce: n. - 1. a candlestick or lantern with a handle, 

or one fixed by bracket to a wall: candleholder 2. a 

small defensive earthwork or fort, especially to 

defend a bridge, pass, etc.: bulwark, redoubt, 

stronghold [see also: ensconce (v.)] 3. a piece of 
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(Nouns)                                                        scree – sharia 

 

armor for the head: helmet 4. the head or skull of a 

human being 5. the quality of having intelligence: 

brains, discretion, sense, wit  

scree: n. - (Geology) 1. loose rock debris covering a 

slope 2. a sloping mass of loose stones or rocky 

debris at the base of a hill or cliff: talus  

scriptophobia: n. - fear of writing in public  

scriptorium: n. - a room for storing, copying, 

illustrating, or reading manuscripts, especially in a 

monastery or abbey during the Middle Ages. 

Standard furnishings included a sloping writing desk 

for each copyist, equipped with chalk, pumice (a 

volcanic glass used to smooth vellum and 

parchment), inkstands (one holding each color of 

ink), plummet (a weight hung to see if something is 

vertical), pens and brushes, a sharp knife, a straight 

edge, a pointed stylus, and a ruling stick. A scribe 

might work independently until a book was 

completed or as part of a team that included 

illuminators, correctors, and binders  

scrofula: n. - (Medicine) a form of tuberculosis 

characterized by swellings of the lymph nodes, 

especially on the neck. In additition to persistant, 

painless masses on the neck which grow over time, 

typical symptoms include fever, chills, and weight 

loss. If untreated, the glands burst through the skin 

to form running sores. It most often affects children, 

who become infected through drinking 

unpasteurized milk from infected cows. In the 

Middle Ages, it was believed that the touch of the 

king (because he was appointed by God) could cure 

this disease, which at that time was called the 

"King's Evil" {image}: King's Evil, struma  

scroll saw: n. - a hand or power saw with a narrow 

ribbon-like blade for cutting curved or irregular 

shapes: fretsaw, jigsaw  

scurvy: n. (see also adj.) - a disease caused by not 

getting enough vitamin C. Symptoms include 

spongy, bleeding gums; loosening of the teeth; 

bruises (bleeding under the skin); the opening of 

previously healed wounds; and general weakness. In 

the past, scurvy was a serious problem during winter 

(when fresh fruits and vegetables were not available) 

and for sailors (since only nonperishable foods could 

be kept on ship). The British navy eventually 

prevented scurvy by distributing regular rations of 

lime juice during long sea voyages (hence, British 

sailors are nicknamed limeys)  

scuttlebutt: n. - 1. a drinking fountain on a ship; a 

cask on a ship that contains the day's supply of 

drinking water 2. a rumor: gossip  

second estate: n. - the second of three traditional 

social and political estates in societies that date from 

feudal times, consisting of the nobles in France and 

the Lords Temporal in England  

seismograph: n. - an instrument that measures and 

records the movement of the earth, especially the 

strength and duration of an earthquake  

selacophobia: n. - fear of sharks  

semaphore: n. - 1. an apparatus for visual signaling 

by the position of one or more movable arms, flags 

or lights, as one used on a railroad 2. a visual system 

for sending information by means of two flags that 

are held one in each hand, using an alphabetic code 

based on the position of the signaler's arms 

{image}  

semen demon: n. - a mocking term for a small 

child: anklebiter, crib lizard, crotchfruit, offspring, 

rug rat, spawn  

seneschal: n. - the chief steward or butler in charge 

of domestic arrangements, ceremonies, and the 

administration of servants at a great household, 

especially at a lord's estate in feudal times: major-

domo  

Sephardim: n. - (Judaism) a descendent of the Jews 

who lived in Spain and Portugal during the Middle 

Ages until 1492, when rising persecution culminated 

in their expulsion (generally non-Yiddish-speaking 

and darker with more delicate features than Northern 

Jews) [see also: Ashkenazi]  

Sephiroth: n. - (Judaism) in Jewish mysticism, the 

ten essences of God which emanate into both the 

physical and metaphysical parts of the universe, and 

which make up the Kabbalistic "Tree of Life"; 

literally, "counting," "enumeration," "number," or 

"statistics"  

seppuku: n. - (Japanese) in the ancient samurai 

culture: suicide by disembowelment, followed by 

beheading (done by the kaishaku): hara-kiri  

sepulcher: n. (also spelled 'sepulture') (see also v.) - 

1. a burial place, especially a chamber or vault in 

which a corpse is buried: catacombs, charnel house, 

grave site, mausoleum, tomb 2. a container for 

religious relics, especially one kept in an altar: 

reliquary  

sesquipedalophobia: n. - fear of long words: 

hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia  

sfumato: n. - an effect of the tones shading into one 

another so there are no sharp outlines (as in oil 

painting)  

sgiomlaireached: n. - the habit of dropping in at 

mealtimes  

shahîd: n. - (Islam) a Muslim martyr, literally 

translates "witness"  

shallot: n. - 1. an herb that resembles an onion and 

produces small clustered bulbs used in seasoning: 

scallion 2. a young onion pulled before the bulb has 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/13/Scrofula.jpeg
http://www.m-w.com/mw/art/semaphor.htm
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enlarged and used especially in salads: green onion sharia: n. - (Islam) the code of religious law and 
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(Nouns)                                  Shekhinah – situs inversus 

 

customs derived from the Qur’an, as well as the 

teachings and example of Mohammed (the Hadith 

and the Sunnah) 

Shekhinah: n. - (Judaism) 1. a term from the 

Talmud describing the visible majesty of the Divine 

Presence of God, especially when resting between 

the cherubim on the mercy seat, in the Tabernacle, 

or in the Temple of Solomon; this divine presence is 

described in feminine terms 2. a goddess who is the 

manifestation of God's (Yaweh's) presence on earth, 

held to represent the feminine attributes of the 

presence of God, based especially on readings of the 

Talmud and the Kabbalah. A beautiful being of 

light, her most important function was to intercede 

with God on behalf of her children. She is often 

compared with the Holy Spirit of Christianity  

shenanigan: n. - 1. a devious trick used, especially 

for an underhanded purpose 2. tricky or questionable 

practices or conduct 3. high-spirited or mischievous 

activity  

Sheol: n. - (Hebrew Bible) a place deep within the 

earth where the dead, both good and evil persons, 

live a shadowy existence. Mistranslated as "Hell" in 

the King James Version of the Bible, a more 

appropriate comparison would be with Hades of 

Greek mythology: the abode of the dead, the pit of 

the dead, the underworld  

Shia: n. - (Islam) the smaller branch of Islam which 

considers Ali, the cousin of Muhammad, and his 

descendants as Muhammad's true successors. This 

group rejects the legitimacy of the first three caliphs 

and differs from Sunni Islam in its understanding of 

the Sunnah: Shiite [see also: Sunni]  

Shiite: n. - (Islam) a follower of the smaller branch 

of Islam which considers Ali, the cousin of 

Muhammad, and his descendants as Muhammad's 

true successors. This group rejects the legitimacy of 

the first three caliphs and differs from Sunni Islam 

in its understanding of the Sunnah: Shia [see also: 

Sunni]  

Shinto: n. - the ancient indigenous religion of Japan 

(still practiced, though modified by the influence of 

Buddhism and Confucianism), it lacks a formal 

dogma and is characterized by veneration of "kami" 

(gods, nature spirits and ancestors) and the 

observance of popular festivals, traditional 

ceremonies and customs  

shoal: n. (see also v. & adj.) - 1. a large group: 

crowd 2. a large school of fish or other marine 

animals 3. a shallow place in a body of water; a 

sandy elevation of the bottom of a body of water, 

constituting a hazard to navigation: sandbank, 

sandbar  

shofar: n. - (Judaism) an earthy, rich toned trumpet 

made of a ram's horn, blown by the ancient Hebrews 

during religious ceremonies and as a signal in battle, 

now sounded in the synagogue during Rosh 

Hashanah and at the end of Yom Kippur  

shogi: n. - a Japanese board game very similar to 

chess that is played on a board with 81 squares, each 

side having 20 pieces {image}  

shōji: n. - (Japanese) a translucent screen consisting 

of a wooden frame covered in rice paper, used as a 

sliding door or partition in traditional Japanese 

houses  

shunpike: n. - a secondary road taken to avoid 

traffic or the toll on a main highway or turnpike  

sibilant: n. (see also adj.) - a consonant that is 

pronounced with a hissing sound, such as English 

(s), (sh), (z), (zh), (f), (ch), or (th) in both 'thin' and 

'then'  

sibling-german: n. - siblings who have both the 

same mother and the same father: full brother, full 

sister, brother-german, sister-german (see also: 

agnate sibling, uterine sibling)  

sibyl: n. - 1. one of the women regarded as oracles 

or prophets by the ancient Greeks and Romans 

(usually credited to widely separate parts of the 

ancient world, including Babylonia, Egypt, Greece, 

and Italy) {map} 2. a female prophet: fortuneteller, 

prophetess 3. (Capitalized) the priestess of Apollo 

who predicted the Trojan War and the fall of Troy at 

the hand of a Spartan woman (Helen)  

silage: n. - feed for livestock prepared by storing and 

fermenting green forage plants in a silo  

simulacrum: n. - 1. an image or thing made to look 

like or represent someone or something, particularly 

a unique or creative imitation rather than a simple 

copy (such as the World Showcase at Disney World 

or the movie version of a book): effigy, 

representation 2. something that has a vague, 

superficial, or shadowy similarity to something else; 

an unsatisfactory imitation or substitute: semblance, 

sham, trace  

sinecure: n. - an office or position that requires or 

involves little or no responsibility, work, or active 

service  

sine qua non: n. - (Latin) an essential condition or 

prerequisite necessary in order for a certain thing to 

exist or for an event to happen; literally, "without 

which, not"  

sinophile: n. - someone who admires or strongly 

likes the country, culture, or people of China  

sister-german: n. - a sister of someone who has 

both the same mother and the same father: full sister 

(see also: brother-german, sibling-german, agnate 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Shogi.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Sibylcitiesmap.jpg
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sibling, uterine sibling)  situs inversus: n. - a rare genetically-determined 
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(Nouns)                                                sitz bath – sophist 

 

condition in which a person is born with their major 

internal organs reversed from left to right, as a 

mirror image of their normal positions. For example, 

so that the heart is on the right side of the body and 

the liver is on the left  

sitz bath: n. - 1. a bathtub shaped like a chair in 

which one bathes in a sitting position, immersing 

only the hips and buttocks: hip bath 2. a bath taken 

in such a tub, especially for therapeutic reasons  

sitzmark: n. - a hollow left in the snow by a skier 

falling backward; from a German word meaning 

"sitting mark"  

sixth estate: - a further extension of the original 

three estate social and political system of medieval 

Europe (especially France and England), this 'estate' 

consists of the growing community of bloggers on 

the Internet: blogosphere  

skirl: n. (see also v.) - a high-pitched, wailing sound, 

especially the type of sound which bagpipes 

typically make  

skoptsy: n. - the act of self castration  

skullduggery: n. - verbal misrepresentation intended 

to take advantage of you in some way: deception, 

hanky panky, hocus-pocus, slickness, trickery  

slugabed: n. - one who stays in bed until a late hour: 

sluggard  

smegma: n. - a white, cheesy, oily substance that 

collects under the folds of skin of mammal genitals, 

under the foreskin of the penis on males and around 

the clitoris on females. This substance also covers 

the skin of newborn infants  

smelting: n. - 1. the process of removing metal from 

rock (often iron ore) by heating it to a very high 

temperature in a hearth or furnace 2. the process of 

melting metal objects in order to use the metal to 

make something new  

snafu: n. (see also acr., adj. & v.) - 1. a bad situation 

or mistake generally caused by incompetence and 

resulting in delay or confusion (from the WWII 

acronym "Situation Normal: All Fucked Up") 2. a 

badly confused or ridiculously muddled situation; a 

mess: chaos  

sneaker net: n. - a non-network where information 

is exchanged between computers by copying files to 

a disk and then walking (in your sneakers) to 

another computer to use the disk  

snuff film: n. - a movie showing explicit, 

particularly sadistic pornography ending in the 

actual murder of one of the performers (usually a 

woman being killed by a man)  

sobriquet: n. - an assumed name: epithet, nickname  

sohbet: n. - (Islam) in the Sufi tradition, a mystical 

union or spiritual transaction between people (often 

teacher and student) which relies on ancient oral 

storytelling traditions and practices. Mystical 

knowledge and devotional love is transmitted during 

this spiritual communion in a way which bypasses 

the rational mind to connect people's hearts directly. 

Sohbet can also be understood as a spiritual dialogue 

and a cleansing of the soul  

solar guerilla: n. - a person who uses an alternative 

energy source such as solar power to illegally direct 

electricity back to the public utility grid  

solecism: n. - 1. a nonstandard usage or grammatical 

construction 2. a mistake or incongruity; a violation 

of etiquette: absurdity, barbarism, faux pas, gaffe, 

impropriety, inconsistency, unfitness  

solicitude: n. - 1. a state of anxiety: disquiet, fear, 

worry 2. attentive care and protectiveness; an 

attitude of anxious concern or attention  

soliloquist: n. - one who is speaking a soliloquy (a 

dramatic speech in a play intended to give the 

illusion of a character's unspoken reflections)  

solipsism: n. - the belief that the only thing 

somebody can be sure of is that he or she exists, and 

that true knowledge of anything else is impossible  

somatotropin: n. - a hormone produced by the 

anterior pituitary gland; promotes growth in humans  

sommelier: n. - a waiter who supervises the 

ordering, storing, and serving of wine in a hotel or 

restaurant, usually having extensive knowledge 

about wine and food pairings: wine steward  

somnifery: n. - a place of sleep  

somniloquist: n. - some who talks while asleep  

sonogram: n. - an image produced by a machine 

which detects high-frequency sound waves, used to 

observe the growth of a fetus still inside its mother’s 

body or to study bodily organs: ultrasound  

sop: n. (see also acr.) - 1. something given to satisfy, 

soothe, quiet or pacify a discontented person: bribe, 

gesture, gift 2. a weak-willed or spineless person: 

chicken, coward, cream puff, crybaby, doormat, 

fraidy cat, mama's boy, milksop, pantywaist, paper 

tiger, pushover, scaredy-cat, sissy, softie, sucker, 

wimp, wuss, yellow-belly 3. a piece of solid food 

dipped or soaked in liquid before it is eaten (such as 

a piece of bread being dipped in oil)  

sophia: n. - the Greek term for the intellectual virtue 

of wisdom, in contrast with the more practical 

function of phronesis; according to Plato, this is the 

distinctive feature of rulers in the ideal state and the 

crowning achievement of the rational soul of an 

individual  

sophist: n. - 1. one skilled in elaborate and devious 

argumentation: casuist, philosopher, scholar, thinker 

2. one of a class of men who taught eloquence, 

philosophy, and politics in ancient Greece; 
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(Nouns)                                          sophistry – spinnaker 

 

especially those who, by their fallacious but 

plausible reasoning, puzzled inquirers after truth, 

weakened the faith of the people, and drew upon 

themselves general hatred and contempt (Plato later 

characterized them as superficial manipulators of 

rhetoric and dialectic)  

sophistry: n. - a method of reasoning or 

argumentation that seems seems plausible and clever 

but is actually deceptively subtle, misleading, 

flawed, dishonest, and deliberately invalid; an 

argument displaying ingenuity in reasoning in the 

hope of deceiving someone  

sophophobia: n. - fear of learning  

sophrosyne: n. - (from classical Greek) the perfect 

balance of soundness of mind with excellence of 

character; one who both knows himself and refrains 

from indulging in excesses, "the agreement of the 

passions that Reason should rule" --Plato: discretion, 

good sense, moderation, prudence, self-control, self-

restraint, sobriety, rationality, wisdom [antonym: 

hubris]  

soporific: n. (see also adj.) - a medicine, drug, plant, 

or other agent that has the quality of inducing sleep: 

narcotic  

soteriology: n. - (Christian) the study of salvation; 

the doctrine that salvation has been brought about by 

Jesus Christ  

soteriophobia: n. - fear of dependence on others  

souffle: n. - 1. a light, fluffy dish of egg yolks and 

stiffly beaten egg whites mixed with cheese or fish 

or fruit 2. (ceramics) something decorated with very 

small drops or sprinkles of color, as if blown from a 

bellows 3. a murmuring or blowing sound; such as, 

the rumblings heard over the pregnant uterus  

sough: n. - a whistle or sigh, as from the wind or a 

gentle surf: murmur, rustle  

souse: n. - (see also v.) 1. something pickled; 

seasoned and chopped pork trimmings, fish, or 

shellfish 2. an act of sousing: wetting 3. a habitual 

drunkard 4. a drinking spree: binge  

soutane: n. - a close-fitting robe with straight 

sleeves, skirts reaching to the ankles, and buttons 

down the front, worn by Roman Catholic and 

Anglican clergy; priests wear black, bishops purple, 

cardinals red, and the Pope white (in most Western 

countries, the clergy have generally abandoned the 

soutane as everyday clothing in favour of a clerical 

suit of more conventional design): cassock {image}  

spavin: n. (see also adj.) - an ailment causing 

lameness in horses in which collected fluids, bony 

growth, or distention of the veins causes a swelling 

or enlargement of the hock joint (the joint in the 

hind leg corresponding to the human ankle, but 

placed halfway down the leg) {image}  

speleology: n. - the scientific study or exploration of 

caves  

spermophobia: n. - fear of semen  

sphallolalia: n. - flirtatious talk that leads nowhere  

spina bifida: n. - a congenital birth malformation of 

the neural tube (the structure which gives rise to the 

central nervous system) in which there is a bony 

defect in the vertebral column so that part of the 

spinal cord, which is normally protected within the 

vertebral column, is exposed outside the body. This 

results in lower body paralysis, severe learning 

problems, bladder and bowel incontinence, and 

additional problems. The risk of spina bifida varies 

according to country, ethnic group and 

socioeconomic status. In the US as a whole, this 

condition occurs in about one in every 1-2,000 

births. The risk of this and other neural tube defects, 

such as anencephaly, can be decreased by women 

taking folic acid (vitamin-B) supplements before 

they conceive and during the first months of their 

pregnancy, though it is not known why. Neural tube 

defects (NTDs) can usually be detected during 

pregnancy by alpha-fetoprotein (AFP) screening or a 

detailed fetal ultrasound. To prevent further drying 

and damage of the nervous tissue and to prevent 

infection, doctors operate as soon as possible to 

close the opening on the back, but there is no 

operation that can fix damaged nerves, and there is 

no cure for this condition: myelomeningocele 

{image} [see also: anencephaly, spina bifida 

occulta]  

spina bifida occulta: n. - this is a milder, though 

still very dangerous, form of spina bifida (described 

above) in which the defect exists deep in the spinal 

column, and is hidden from direct observation. It can 

tether the spinal cord abnormally and over time 

cause progressive and irreversible damage to the 

spinal cord. Parents need to be on the lookout for a 

congenital hairy patch or hairy birthmark at the base 

of the baby's spine, which can indicate that this birth 

defect is present. If such a birthmark is found, an 

MRI or CT scan should be done to rule out a 

tethered spinal cord. Despite much research on spina 

bifida, it is still not known what causes the majority 

of human cases, though it likely results from the 

interaction of multiple genetic and environmental 

factors. As with other neural tube defects, the risk of 

spina bifida can be dramatically lowered by the 

simple supplementation of the B vitamin, folic acid, 

to the diet of women of childbearing age, though it 

is not known why {spina bifida occulta 

birthmark/hairmark} [see also: anencephaly, 

http://www.christianexpressionsuperstore.com/ProductImages/churchsupplies/abbotthallrobes/cassock3.jpg
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/livestock/horses/facts/76-071f6.gif
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/images/ency/fullsize/19087.jpg
http://bimari-jankari.mla.iitk.ac.in/image/spinabifida3.gif
http://bimari-jankari.mla.iitk.ac.in/image/spinabifida3.gif
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myelomeningocele, spina bifida]  spinnaker: - a large, lightweight triangular sail set 
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(Nouns)                                             spiritualism – Sunni 

 

opposite the mainsail at the front of a racing yacht, 

used for sailing downwind (with the wind behind the 

boat) {image}  

spiritualism: n. - 1. the belief that the dead 

communicate with the living, usually through a 

medium (as by rapping or trances) 2. a movement 

comprising religious organizations emphasizing 

communication with the dead through a medium 3. 

the philosophical doctrine that all reality is spiritual, 

not material  

spizzerinctum: n. - the will or energy to succeed: 

ambition, vigor, vitality  

spoonerism: n. - a transposition of the initial sounds 

of two or more words, eg. "I'd like to have a chilled 

greese," instead of "I'd like to have a grilled cheese." 

spoor: n. (see also v.) - the track or trail of a wild 

animal  

spotlight effect: n. - the tendency to believe that 

other people are paying closer attention to one's 

appearance and behavior than they really are  

Stakhanovite: n. - a Soviet industrial worker 

awarded recognition and special privileges for 

output beyond production norms: workaholic  

stare decisis: n. - (Latin) (Law) the legal doctrine 

requiring lower courts to apply the rulings and 

opinions of higher courts (particularly appellate 

courts) when hearing or deciding similar cases 

concerning the same legal question. The same court 

or a higher court may later overrule a decision if it is 

shown to be contrary to established law (such as 

statutory or constitutional law). Stare decisis is 

designed to ensure the stability and consistency of 

law; literally, "let the decision stand" or "to stand by 

a decision" [see also: case law, precedent]  

statutory law: n. - (Law) the body of written laws 

created by acts of legislation. Statutes of state and 

local jurisdictions must not contradict federal 

statutes  

staurophobia: n. - fear of crosses or the crucifix  

stenography: n. - the action or process of writing in 

shorthand (a way of writing very quickly by using a 

special set of symbols in place of words and 

phrases)  

stereoelectroencephalography: n. - the recording 

of electrical activity in three planes of the brain, i.e., 

with surface and depth electrodes  

stereognosis: n. - the ability to recognize objects by 

sense of touch  

sternutation: n. - the act or noise of sneezing; a 

sneeze  

stevedore: n. - a person whose job is to load and 

unload ships at a dock: docker, dockworker, 

longshoreman  

sticky wicket: n. - a difficult, embarrassing or 

uncertain situation or problem  

stigmata: n. - bodily marks, sores, or sensations of 

pain corresponding in location to the crucifixion 

wounds of Jesus, usually occurring during states of 

religious ecstasy or hysteria  

stoic: n. - 1. one apparently or professedly 

indifferent to pleasure or pain 2. (Stoic) a member of 

a school of philosophy founded by Zeno of Citium 

about 300 B.C.  

stormy petrel: n. - 1. any of various small sea birds 

of the family Hydrobatidae, having sooty plumage 

and a white rump 2. one who brings discord or strife, 

or appears at the onset of trouble; a rebel  

strikhedonia: n. - the pleasure of being able to say 

'to hell with it'  

subaltern: n. (see also adj.) - 1. (British Military) an 

officer in the British Army of a rank below captain, 

especially a second lieutenant: junior officer 2. a 

person holding an inferior, secondary or subordinate 

position 3. (Logic) a proposition that is implied by a 

universal proposition. For example: "some S are P" 

is a subaltern proposition to the universal 

proposition "all S are P"; "some crows are black" is 

a subaltern of the universal "all crows are black" 4. 

(Post-Colonial Theory) marginalized groups and the 

lower classes; a person or group of people who, due 

to having very low social status, lack the power to 

make meaningful choices in their lives  

subfusc: n. (see also adj.) - dark or dull clothing  

subterfuge: n. - a deceptive device or stratagem  

succor: n. - 1. assistance in time of distress: aid, 

help, ministration, relief 2. somebody or something 

that provides help or relief  

Sufism: n. - (Islam) a particular spiritual approach 

and lifestyle adopted by a controversial, mystical 

sect of Islam. Sufism holds that direct, intimate 

knowledge of Allâh can be achieved through 

spiritual discipline. It's aim is to gain unity with 

Allâh and obtain higher knowledge through 

communal ceremonies where trance is widely used. 

This is an inward path of communion with God, 

complementing the outward religious law  

sumpsimus: n. - 1. persistence in using a strictly 

correct term as opposed to an erroneous but more 

common form 2. a person who is obstinate or 

zealous about strict correctness [antonym: 

mumpsimus]  

Sunnah: n. - (Islam) the body of Islamic custom and 

practice based on the Hadith (what Muhammad did 

and said), demonstrating the ideal way of life 

prescribed in Islam. The Sunnah is an important 

source of Islamic law, second only to the Qur'an  

Sunni: n. - (Islam) the larger of the two great 

divisions of Islam. The Sunni accept the first four 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Bear_of_Britain_spinnaker.jpg
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(Nouns)                                                         surah – talus 

 

caliphs as rightful successors to Muhammad, reject 

the claims of Ali's line, and believe that they are the 

true followers of the Sunnah (the guide to proper 

behavior set forth by Muhammad's personal deeds 

and utterances) [see also: Shiite]  

surah: n. - a twilled fabric of silk or rayon used in 

women's clothing. Surah is soft, lightweight, 

flexible, and wrinkles easily  

sûrah: n. - (Islam) a chapter of the Qur'an (there are 

114 total); in Arabic the term literally means 

"evidence" or "proof"  

susurration: n. - a whispering sound; a soft murmur 

supererogation: n. - the act of performing more 

than is required by duty, obligation, or need  

svengali: n. - 1. someone who manipulates or 

controls another person (usually for evil or selfish 

purposes), especially in a hidden, subtle, "behind-

the-scenes" or hypnotic way 2. the villainous 

musician in George du Maurier's novel Trilby (1894) 

who controls Trilby's singing voice through 

hypnosis swagger: n. (see also v.) - an arrogant way 

of walking or behaving  

sybarite: n. - a person devoted to luxury and 

pleasure  

sycophant: n. (see also adj.) - a self-serving person 

who attempts to gain a personal advantage by 

flattering influential people: apple-polisher, 

bootlick, bootlicker, brownnose, brownnoser, 

clawback, easy rider, flatterer, flunky, foot-licker, 

gopher, groveler, lackey, lickspit, lickspittle, minion, 

parasite, self-seeker, slave, stooge, toady, truckler, 

tuft-hunter, yes-man  

syllepsis: n. - (Rhetoric) 1. a figure of speech in 

which a word is applied to two or more other words 

but agrees in number, gender, or case with only one 

of them. "Neither Fred nor I want to" is an example 

of syllepsis, where "want" agrees with "I" but not 

"Fred" 2. a type of pun in which one word modifies 

two or more other words but has a different meaning 

in relation to each, as in these examples: "It's a small 

apartment. I've barely enough room to lay my hat 

and a few friends." —Dorothy Parker; "We must all 

hang together or assuredly we will all hang 

separately." —Benjamin Franklin; "You held your 

breath and the door for me" —Alanis Morissette; 

"Fix the problem, not the blame." —Dave 

Weinbaum: zeugma  

sylph: n. - 1. an imaginary being inhabiting the air: 

fairy 2. a slender, graceful woman  

symbolophobia: n. - fear of symbolism  

symmetrophobia: n. - fear of symmetry  

synecdoche: n. - (Rhetoric) a figure of speech in 

which a part is used for the whole (as "hand" for 

"worker"; "sail" for "ship"; "wheels" for 

"automobile"; or calling a runner "legs"), the whole 

for a part (as "the law" for "police officer"), the 

specific for the general (as "cutthroat" for 

"assassin"), the general for the specific (as "thief" 

for "pickpocket"; or "creature" for "man"), or the 

material for the thing made from it (as "steel" for 

"sword")  

synergy: n. - 1. the interaction of two or more things 

(muscles or drugs for example) so that their 

combined effect is greater than the sum of their 

individual effects. In the case of drugs, the result 

may be dangerous to the patient 2. the cooperative 

interaction among groups, especially among the 

acquired subsidiaries or merged parts of a 

corporation, that creates an enhanced combined 

effect  

syzygy: n. - 1. the straight-line conjunction or 

opposition of three celestial bodies, for example, the 

Sun, Earth, and Moon 2. a pair of things, especially 

a pair of opposites 3. the intimately united and 

apparently fused condition of certain low organisms 

during reproductive union 4. a metrical unit of two 

feet in classical Greek and Latin verse  

taboo: n. (see also adj.) - 1. a prohibition against 

touching, saying, or doing something for fear of 

immediate harm from a supernatural force 2. a 

prohibition imposed by social custom or as a 

protective measure  

tabouli: n. - a finely chopped salad of Lebanese 

origin with tomatoes, parsley, mint, scallions, lemon 

juice, olive oil, and bulgur wheat  

tachometer: n. - an instrument for indicating speed 

of rotation  

tachyphagia: n. - rapid or hasty eating (seen in 

some forms of regressed schizophrenia)  

talipes: n. - a deformity of the foot, usually marked 

by a curled shape or twisted position of the ankle, 

heel, and toes making it impossible to place the sole 

flat on the ground: clubfoot {image}  

Talmud: n. - (Judaism) this collection of Hebrew 

law and history supplements the Torah. It is 

composed of two parts: the first recording of the oral 

law of the Jewish people and commentary on the 

Torah by Rabbis (Mishnah) and later, more lengthy 

commentaries used to further explain the Mishnah 

and Torah (Gemara). It was developed in Palestine 

and in Babylon between the 2nd and 5th centuries 

CE. Historically, it was taught in person by a teacher 

to a student, but today it is available in written form. 

The Talmud is still the basis of religious authority in 

Orthodox Judaism. The literal translation is 

"doctrine," "teaching," or "study"  

talus: n. - 1. a sloping mass of loose stones or rocky 

debris at the base of a hill or cliff: scree 2. the 

http://a248.e.akamai.net/7/248/430/20080327144038/www.mercksource.com/ppdocs/us/common/dorlands/dorland/images/talipes%281%29.jpg
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(Nouns)                                           tamp –  thaumaturgy 

 

human tarsal bone that bears the weight of the body 

and that connects with the tibia and fibula to form 

the ankle joint; the entire ankle  

tamp: n. (see also v.) - a tool for pressing tobacco 

down into the bowl of a pipe  

tanka: n. - 1. (Japanese) an unrhymed verse form in 

five lines, the 1st and 3rd lines have five syllables 

and the 2nd, 4th, and 5th have seven syllables 2. a 

Tibetan religious painting on fabric that can be 

rolled up, displayed, or carried as a banner, usually 

portraying the Buddha or lamas in stereotyped 

aspects 3. a member of a people inhabiting coastal 

areas in China, traditionally living on small boats 

clustered in colonies 4. a piece of metal encircling 

the base of the blade of a Japanese sword. It has the 

purpose of locking the guard (tsuba) in place, as well 

as to maintain the weapon in its scabbard (saya)  

taraadin: n. - (Arabic) an "I win, you win" solution 

to a problem or dispute; ending an argument in such 

a way that saves face for everyone involved, or that 

makes everyone happy  

tarantism: n. - 1. a nervous hysteria characterized 

by melancholy, stupor, madness and an 

uncontrollable body movements similar to frenzied 

dancing. It was common in southern Italy between 

the 15th and 17th centuries (especially Taranto, 

Italy) and formerly believed to be caused by the bite 

of the tarantula. It was thought to be incapable of 

cure except by dancing to appropriate music 2. an 

urge to overcome melancholy by dancing  

tardigrade: n. (see also adj.) - any of various slow-

moving, microscopic invertebrates (of the phylum 

Tardigrada) related to arthropods, having four body 

segments and eight legs, and living in water or damp 

moss: bear animalcule, water bear {image}  

tartan: n. - any of numerous textile patterns 

consisting of stripes of varying widths and colors 

crossed at right angles against a solid background, 

each forming a distinctive design worn by the 

members of a Scottish clan: plaid 2. a small, single-

masted coasting ship, used in the Mediterranean, 

with a large lateen sail  

tatami: n. - (Japanese) 1. a thickly woven straw mat, 

used especially in Japanese homes as a floor 

covering {image} 2. the mat that marks the 

competition area in judo, usually made of pressed 

foam and 16 square meters in area  

tategaki: n. - (Japanese) this word designates 

Japanese writing done in the traditional vertical 

pattern, with characters going from top to bottom 

and each new column starting to the left of the 

preceding one. The stroke order and direction of 

kanji and kana are designed to facilitate writing in 

this manner; literally, "horizontal writing" {image} 

[see also: yokogaki]  

tatterdemalion: n. (see also adj.) - a person wearing 

ragged or tattered clothing: bum, ragamuffin, street 

urchin  

tefillin: n. - (Judaism) small leather boxes with long 

leather straps, worn by the rabbi and other Jewish 

men during weekday morning prayers in Orthodox 

or Conservative synagogues. Men wear one box 

over their foreheads and the other one on their left 

arms. Inside the leather boxes are slips of parchment 

inscribed with scriptural passages reminding 

worshippers to keep the Jewish law  

teleology: n. - 1. the study of design or purpose in 

natural phenomena 2. the use of ultimate purpose, 

design, or final causes as a means of explaining 

phenomena 3. a belief in or the perception of 

purposeful development toward an end in nature or 

history 4. an approach to ethics that studies actions 

in relations to their ends or usefulness 5. the act of 

attributing to natural processes a state of being 

directed toward an end or shaped by a purpose  

teosinte: n. - a tall annual grass of Mexico and 

Central America, perhaps the ancestor of corn and 

grown as forage  

tergiversation: n. (see also v.) - 1. the act of 

practicing evasion or of being deliberately 

ambiguous: equivocation 2. the act of abandoning a 

party, cause, position or faith: desertion  

termagant: n. - a quarrelsome, scolding, nagging, 

bad-tempered woman: shrew, virago  

tetragrammaton: n. - (Judiasm) the four Hebrew 

letters usually transliterated as YHWH or JHVH 

used as a biblical proper name for God, regarded by 

Jews as too holy to pronouce  

tetralogy: n. - 1. a group of four dramatic pieces 

presented consecutively on the Attic stage at the 

Dionysiac festival 2. a series of four connected 

works (as operas or novels)  

teutophobia: n. - fear of Germans or German 

culture  

thalidomide: n. - (Medicine) a drug prescribed 

during the 1950s in Europe to treat morning sickness 

(nausea during early pregnancy). It was withdrawn 

from sale after discovered to cause severe birth 

defects, particularly severely stunted arms and legs 

or barely any limbs at all. Today, it is still 

sometimes prescribed to treat leprosy {image: 

thalidomide child}  

thanatology: n. - the branch of science that studies 

the medical, psychological, and sociological aspects 

of death and the ways in which people deal with it  

thanatophobia: n. - fear of death or dying  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Hypsibiusdujardini.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/PICT0148c.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/df/Su_shi-calligraphy.jpg
http://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2009/02/08/article-1138955-002F8EF600000258-941_233x423.jpg
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thaumaturgy: n. - the performance of miracles: bewitchment, conjuring, enchantment, incantation, 
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(Nouns)                                           theolepsy – trebuchet 

 

magic, necromancy, sorcery, witchcraft, witchery, 

wizardry  

theolepsy: n. - seizure or possession by a deity  

theophany: n. - 1. an appearance or vision of a god 

to a particular human, especially in human form 2. a 

human manifestation of a god: divine incarnation  

theremin: n. - one of the earliest electronic musical 

instruments, the theremin is made up of two metal 

antennae or rods. Moving the right hand nearer to 

and farther from the vertical antenna controls the 

melody (notes or pitch), while moving the left hand 

above the horizontal antenna controls volume and 

phrasing. It is the only musical instrument played 

without being touched. Because the sound of a 

theremin is a sort of eerie whine, it was often used 

for special effects in old horror movies. It can also 

be heard in the theme to the original Star Trek series 

and during the chorus of "Good Vibrations" by The 

Beach Boys. It was named for its inventor, the 

Russian Leon Theremin {video demonstration, 

"Claire de Lune" on theremin}  

theriomaniac: n. - someone with a passion for 

hunting wild beasts  

third estate: n. - the third of three traditional social 

and political estates in societies that date from feudal 

times, consisting of the common people viewed as 

forming a political order having representation in a 

parliament (especially France and England)  

threpterophilia: n. - an attraction to or fondness for 

female nurses  

timber shifter: n. - an amateur chess player who 

merely moves the pieces across the board without 

skill (here, 'timber' assumes the pieces are made of 

wood): patzer  

timocracy: n. - 1. in Plato's philosophy, a form of 

government in which ambition for honor, power and 

military glory motivates the rulers (as in Sparta) 2. 

in Aristotle's philosophy, a form of government in 

which civic honor or political power increases with 

the amount of property one owns 3. a form of 

government in which love of honor is the guiding 

principle of the rulers; an ideal government ruled by 

honorable people 4. a form of government in which 

the ownership of property is a requirement for 

holding office; government by the propertied class  

tintinnabulation: n. - the ringing or sounding of 

bells  

toady: n. (see also v.) - one who flatters in the hope 

of gaining favors: apple-polisher, boot-licker, leech, 

parasite, sponge, sycophant, yes-man  

Tocharian: n. - 1. a member of a people living in 

the Tarim Basin of Chinese Turkistan (now the 

Xinjiang province of northwestern China) from 

around 1800 BCE until the 8th or 9th century CE. 

The Tocharians are believed to have migrated into 

China from Eastern Europe because their language 

is distinctly of the Western (Centum) family, and 

there is evidence both from the Tarim mummies and 

Chinese writings that many of them had blonde or 

red hair and blue eyes, characteristics also found in 

present-day Afghanistan, Pakistan, Tajikistan and 

Central Asia {map} 2. either of the two Indo-

European languages of the Tocharian people: 

Tocharian A (Turfanian, Arsi, or East Tocharian) 

and Tocharian B (Kuchean or West Tocharian). 

Though now long extinct, these languages were 

recorded from roughly the 6th to 9th centuries CE 

{image}  

tocsin: n. - 1. an alarm bell, or the ringing of a bell 

for the purpose of alarm: warning bell 2. a warning 

or omen  

tongueshot: n. - speaking distance  

toponym: n. - 1. a name derived from a place or 

region 2. a place name  

Torah: n. - (Judaism) literally, "teaching," “law,” or 

"instruction" 1. the first five books of the Hebrew 

Scriptures (or, Old Testament of the Bible), the 

primary scriptures of Judaism: Genesis, Exodus, 

Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy: Pentateuch 

2. a scroll of parchment on which the first five books 

of the Hebrew Scripture is written; used in a 

synagogue during services 3. the entire body of 

Hebrew religious law and learning, including both 

sacred writings and oral tradition (the Talmud)  

toxocariasis: n. - an infestation of the larvae of a 

kind of roundworm in human beings, from worm 

eggs picked up from contaminated soil or domestic 

pets. Typically affecting either the eye or the 

internal organs, the ocular form of the disease can 

lead to permanent loss of vision  

trammel: n. (see also v.) - 1. a kind of net for 

catching birds, fish, etc. 2. a kind of shackle used for 

making a horse amble 3. something that impedes 

activity, progress, or freedom, as a net or shackle 4. 

an iron hook of various forms and sizes, used for 

handing kettles and other vessels over the fire 5. an 

instrument for drawing ellipses 6. an instrument for 

aligning or adjusting parts of a machine  

transubstantiation: n. - 1. (Catholicism) the 

doctrine holding that the bread and wine of the 

Eucharist are transformed into the bod and blood of 

Jesus, although their appearances remain the same 

[antonym: consubstantiation] 2. conversion of one 

substance into another: transmutation  

trattoria: n. - a small, inexpensive, Italian restaurant 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wph6wGwPn9M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xn4TgYkqdi8
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/IE_images/tocharian.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/Tocharian.JPG
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trebuchet: n. - 1. a medieval catapult for hurling heavy stones 2. a kind of chair formerly used for 
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(Nouns)                                           trencher –  truthiness 

 

punishing scolding, abrasive, nagging women (and  

dishonest tradesmen) by fastening them in it, usually 

in front of their doors, to be pelted and hooted at by 

the mob, but sometimes to be taken to the water and 

ducked: castigatory, cucking stool, tumbrel  

trencher: n. - 1. a long dish, plate, or wooden platter 

for carving or serving food. Originally, this "dish" 

was a piece of stale bread filled with food. At the 

end of the meal, it was typically either eaten with a 

sauce or donated to the poor 2. someone or 

something that digs trenches; in particular, a self-

propelled machine used to dig trenches for pipelines 

and cables 

trencherman: n. - a hearty eater: glutton, 

gormandizer, gourmand  

trephine: n. - a surgical instrument having circular, 

saw-like edges, used to cut out circular sections of 

bone (usually from the skull) or to remove the 

corneal tissue covering the eye {ancient trephine}  

trepidation: n. - a state of nervous agitation: 

apprehension, alarm, dread, fear, fright, panic  

tribade: n. - a female homosexual, especially one 

who participates in tribadism (rubbing vaginas 

together in imitation of heterosexual sex): lesbian  

tribadism: n. - the lesbian sex practice of rubbing 

two vaginas together, in simulation of heterosexual 

intercourse  

tribology: n. - the study of the mechanisms of 

friction, lubrication, and wear of interacting surfaces 

that are in relative motion  

triboluminescence: n. - the quality of emitting light 

under friction or violent mechanical pressure  

trichophobia: n. - fear of hair  

triclosan: n. - a whitish powder used in soaps, 

deodorants, shaving creams, mouthwashes, 

toothpastes, and other cleaning supplies to kill 

bacteria and fungi. It is also being infused with an 

increasing number of consumer products, such as 

kitchen utensils, toys, bedding, socks, and trash 

bags. There are some health concerns about its use, 

such as: triclosan's potential to be an endocrine 

disrupter, its ability to combine with chlorine in tap 

water to form chloroform gas (which the EPA 

considers a probable human carcinogen [something 

which can cause cancer]), and its ability to form 

chemicals which later become dioxins (very 

powerful endocrine disrupters)  

triptych: n. - 1. a painting or carving on three 

panels, typically hinged together vertically and used 

as an altarpiece (usually designed so that when the 

smaller outer panels are folded the middle part is 

entirely covered) 2. a hinged writing tablet 

consisting of three leaves, used in ancient Rome  

triskaidekaphobia: n. - fear of the number 13  

triumvirate: n. - 1. government by three in coalition 

or association; the term of such a government 2. the 

union of three men who obtained the government of 

the Roman empire 3. an association or a group of 

three: threesome, triad, trinity, trio, troika  

troglodyte: n. - 1. somebody living in a cave or den, 

especially somebody who belonged to a prehistoric 

cave-dwelling community: cave dweller, caveman 2. 

a solitary person who lives alone, especially 

somebody who is antisocial or unconventional: 

hermit, pariah, recluse, rogue, separatist 3. a person 

considered to be reclusive, reactionary, out of date, 

brutish, ignorant or old-fashioned (often 

deliberately) 4. an anthropoid ape, such as a gorilla 

or chimpanzee 5. an animal that lives underground, 

as an ant or a worm  

troika: n. - 1. a Russian carriage or sled drawn by a 

team of three horses side-by-side 2. an association or 

group of three: triad, trinity, trio, triumvirate  

troll: n. - in Usenet, a message purposely containing 

an obvious exaggeration or factual error. The troller 

hopes to trick a gullible person into posting a 

follow-up post pointing out the error  

trolleyology: n. - the study of the correlation 

between the contents of a person's shopping cart 

(trolley) and that person's personality  

trope: n. - 1. a word, phrase, expression, or image 

that is used in a figurative or nonliteral way, usually 

used for rhetorical effect: figure of speech 2. in the 

medieval Christian Church, a phrase or text of 

poetry or prose inserted into the service of the Mass 

for the purpose of amplifying and embellishing an 

independently complete liturgical text  

tropism: n. - the involuntary movement of an 

organism or a part toward or away from light, heat, 

gravity, or other external stimulus (such as a plant 

which leans toward the light or the attraction of a 

virus to a particular type of cell or host tissue)  

truculence: n. - 1. a disposition to fight, especially 

with fierce aggressiveness: belligerence, ferocity 2. 

ferociously cruel actions or behavior  

truthiness: n. - the state in which something feels 

true or right (emotionally, intuitively, instinctively, 

or "from the gut"), regardless of whether or not it 

actually is true or right; the quality in which 

something is believed emotionally or instinctively, 

or because one wishes it to be true, without regard to 

evidence, rational thought, or actual facts [Stephen 

Colbert popularized this word during the first 

episode (October 17, 2005) of his satirical television 

program The Colbert Report, as the subject of a 

segment called "The Wørd". 'Truthiness' was named 

word of the year for 2005 by the American Dialect 

Society and for 2006 by Merriam-Webster.] 
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(Nouns)                                           tsuifuku – vagary 

 

tsuifuku: n. - (Japanese) ritual suicide (seppuku) of 

a samurai retainer at the time of his master's death  

tuatara: n. - a large spiny reptile of islands off the 

coast of New Zealand that has a vestigial third eye in 

the middle of the forehead representing the pineal 

gland and that is the only surviving 

rhynchocephalian, an order that flourished during 

the Mesozoic Era  

tub-thumper: n. - a loudly vocal supporter (as of a 

cause); a noisy, ranting public speaker  

tumbrel: n. - 1. a two-wheeled cart, especially a 

farmer's cart used for carrying dung that can be tilted 

to dump a load 2. a covered cart with two wheels 

formerly used to carry ammunition and equipment 

for the artillery 3. a crude cart used to carry 

condemned prisoners to the guillotine during the 

French Revolution 4. a kind of chair formerly used 

for punishing scolding, abrasive, nagging women 

(and also dishonest tradesmen) by fastening them in 

it, usually in front of their doors, to be pelted and 

hooted at by the mob, but sometimes to be taken to 

the water and ducked: castigatory, cucking stool, 

trebuchet  

tumulus: n. - 1. a heap of earth and stones raised 

over a grave, especially at an ancient gravesite: 

barrow, burial mound, cairn 2. a domelike swelling 

or mound formed in congealed lava  

turmeric: n. - 1. a tropical Asian plant of the ginger 

family with yellow flowers and aromatic rhizomes 

(underground stems that send out roots and shoots 

from its nodes) that are dried to produce spices 

{image} 2. a bright yellow powder obtained from 

the turmeric plant, used for flavouring and colouring 

in Asian cookery (especially curry), and also 

sometimes used in medicine. It is also used to give a 

yellow color to some prepared mustards, canned 

chicken broth, and other foods (as a much cheaper 

replacement for saffron)  

turmeric paper : n. - a strip of test paper saturated 

with turmeric power used to detect the presence of 

alkalis (which turns it brown) and of boric acid 

(which turns it reddish or red-brown)  

turophile: n. - an expert or connoisseur of cheese; a 

cheese fancier  

turpitude: n. - 1. inherent baseness or vileness of 

principle, words, or actions: depravity 2. a base act  

tyro: n. - a beginner in learning: abecedarian, 

amateur, novice  

ukase: n. - 1. in imperial Russia, a published 

proclamation or order having the force of law 2. any 

order or decree issued by an authority: edict  

ultracrepidarian: n. (see also adj.) - one who gives 

opinions in subjects they know nothing about; an 

ignorant or presumptuous critic  

umber: n. (see also v. & adj.) - 1. soil highly valued 

as a permanent pigment, it is dark yellowish-brown 

in its raw state raw and dark reddish-brown when 

roasted 2. a moderate to dark yellowish brown  

umbrage: n. - 1. resentment or anger arising from 

some offense: annoyance, displeasure, indignation, 

jealousy, offense 2. the slightest indication or 

vaguest feeling of suspicion, doubt, or hostility 3. 

something that gives shade (for example: an 

umbrella or a tree)  

ummah: n. - (Islam) the community of all Muslims  

unguent: n. - a salve for soothing or healing: balm, 

lubricant, ointment 

ungulate: n. - a mammal with hooves on its feet, 

typically herbivores with four legs, such as horses, 

cattle, deer, swine, camels, giraffes, and elephants  

unilateralism: n. - a tendency of nations to conduct 

their foreign affairs individualistically, characterized 

by minimal consultation and involvement with other 

nations, even their allies  

uremia: n. - a toxic condition which is caused by the 

presence of excessive amounts of urea (urine) in the 

blood, which may be a sign of kidney disease or 

failure  

urophobia: n. - fear of urine or urinating  

usufruct: n. - the right to use and enjoy the profits 

and advantages of something belonging to another, 

as long as the property is not damaged or altered  

uterine sibling: n. - siblings who have only their 

mother in common: half-brother, half-sister, uterine 

brother, uterine sister (see also: brother-german, 

sister-german, sibling-german, agnate sibling)  

utilitarianism: n. - a doctrine that the useful is the 

good and that the determining consideration of right 

conduct should be the usefulness of its 

consequences; a theory that the aim of action should 

be the largest possible balance of pleasure over pain 

or the greatest happiness of the greatest number  

vaccinophobia: n. - fear of vaccination  

vade mecum: n. - (Latin) literally, "go with me" 1. a 

guidebook or concise manual providing specific 

information about a certain subject or location, 

especially one carried around constantly and referred 

to often; a useful book: enchiridion, handbook, 

reference book 2. an object that a person carries with 

them constantly because it is useful 3. [archaic] a 

small guidebook, handbook, or manual carried about 

during the Middle Ages by physicians, astrologers, 

and tradesmen for quick reference and computation. 

Often suspended from a girdle or belt, some were 

designed so that the pages folded out like a map or 

accordion-style  

vagary: n. - 1. an odd, eccentric, or unexpected 

action or bit of conduct 2. an odd, whimsical, or 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/18/Koeh-199.jpg
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(Nouns)                                                            vakil – vim 

 

freakish idea or notion: caprice, oddity  

vakil: n. - in India and surrounding Southern Asia, a 

lawyer or legal representative in a court of law 

Vatican II: n. - an ecclesiastic, theological, and 

ecumenical congress convened in the autumns from 

1962 through 1965, producing 16 documents which 

greatly modernized the face of Roman Catholicism. 

Changes brought about by the Second Vatican 

Council (AKA: Vatican II) included: the vernacular 

language being used in the Mass, increased 

participation by the laity, Bible study groups, 

Marriage Encounter, social action organizations, and 

the charismatic renewal movement  

velar: n. - (Linguistics) a consonant sound (such as 

k, g, or ng in English) made using the back part of 

the tongue against the back roof of the mouth  

venesection: n. - the operation of opening a vein for 

letting blood: phlebotomy  

ventriloquist: n. - an entertainer who makes their 

voice seem to come from a dummy of a person or 

animal; from Latin "belly talker"  

verbicide: n. - deliberate distortion of the sense of a 

word (as in punning) 

verbophobia: n. - fear of words: logophobia  

verdigris: n. - 1. a green or bluish coating which 

forms on copper, brass, or bronze that has been 

exposed to the damp for long periods of time, made 

up primarily of copper sulfate 2. a blue or green 

powder used as a paint pigment  

verge: n. - 1. a rod or staff carried as an emblem of 

authority or symbol of office 2. the spindle of a 

balance wheel in early clock and watch mechanisms 

3. the male organ of copulation in certain 

invertebrates  

verger: n. - 1. a church officer who takes care of a 

building's interior, keeps order during services, and 

acts as an attendant during ceremonies: sacristan, 

sexton 2. one who carries the verge (staff of office) 

or other emblem of authority before a scholastic, 

legal, or religious dignitary in a procession 

verisimilitude: n. - the appearance of being true or 

real; the quality of seeming to be true  

vernacular: n. (see also adj.) - 1. the language or 

dialect spoken by the ordinary people of a country or 

region, as opposed to scholarly or literary speech; 

common, ordinary, unsophisticated language 2. 

(informal) the specialized vocabulary of a group, 

activity, profession or trade; for example, "legal 

vernacular"  

veronica: n. - 1. in bullfighting, a move in which the 

bullfighter (AKA: matador) stands with both feet in 

a fixed position and slowly swings the cape away 

from the charging bull 2. an annual herb or bush of 

the figwort family with upright stems bearing 

narrow pointed leaves and spikes of small, blue or 

purple flowers in clusters {image} 3. (Christianity) 

the impression of Jesus Christ's face believed by 

some to have been miraculously left on the cloth 

with which Saint Veronica wiped it on his way to his 

crucifixion 4. (Christianity) a cloth bearing a 

representation of Jesus Christ's face, sometimes 

worn by pilgrims  

versicle: n. - a short verse spoken or chanted by a 

priest and followed by a response from the 

congregation  

verso: n. - in printing, the left-side, even-numbered 

page in a two-page spread  

vertically flat monitor: n. - a monitor design that 

somewhat reduces image distortion because it is 

curved like cylinders, instead of like spheres, as 

most cathode ray tubes (CRTs) are  

vespers: n. - 1. a worship service held in the late 

afternoon or evening in many Western Christian 

churches, now often made a public service on 

Sundays 2. (Roman Catholic) (a) the sixth of the 

seven canonical hours (listed in a breviary) that are 

set aside for prayer each day for priests and other 

members of religious orders (b) a service held on 

Sundays early evening  

vesthibitionism: n. - the act of a woman flirtatiously 

displaying her undergarments  

vestiphobia: n. - fear of clothing  

vicar: n. - 1. (Roman Catholicism) a priest who acts 

for another higher-ranking clergyman, such as a 

bishop [see also: curé] 2. (Church of England) (a) a 

clergyman appointed to act as priest of a parish who 

receives a stipend or salary but does not receive the 

tithes of the congregation (b) a member of the clergy 

who acts in place of a rector or bishop at 

Communion [see also: rector] 3. (Episcopal Church) 

a clergyman in charge of a chapel: rector  

vig: n. - 1. any additional payment that somebody is 

forced to make; for example, a bribe or interest paid 

to a usurer 2. a sum of money that a bookie or 

gambling establishment charges a customer for 

accepting a bet 

vigesimation: n. - the act of killing every twentieth 

person  

villanelle: n. - a chiefly French verse form running 

on two rhymes and consisting typically of five 

tercets (three lines) each rhyming a-b-a and a 

quatrain (four lines) rhyming a-b-a-a. The first and 

third lines of the opening tercet recur alternately at 

the end of the other tercets and together as the last 

two lines of the quatrain  

vim: n. - 1. robust energy and enthusiasm; a healthy 

capacity for vigorous activity: dash, enthusiasm, 

exuberance, force, liveliness, pep, power, punch, 
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(Nouns)                              viraginity –  weltanschauung 

 

robustness, spirit, vigor, vitality 2. an imaginative, 

lively style, especially in writing style  

viraginity: n. - the quality of a woman possessing 

characteristics and behaviors usually considered 

masculine (such as being aggressive, loud, strong, 

violent, dominant, etc.)  

virago: n. - 1. a woman of extraordinary stature, 

strength, and courage: amazon 2. a woman regarded 

as loud, scolding, ill-tempered, domineering, 

quarrelsome, or overbearing: shrew, termagant, 

vixen  

vitiligo: n. - (Medicine) a rare skin disease in which 

areas of skin lose their natural pigment, causing the 

appearance of smooth, whitish patches that may 

have darkened borders and may slowly enlarge. Hair 

in the affected areas is often white as well. Localized 

vitiligo is restricted to one area of the body. 

Generalized vitiligo involves loss of pigmentation 

over a considerable part of the body surface, usually 

symmetrical in distribution. Universal vitiligo 

involves the loss of skin color over the entire surface 

of the body  

vituperation: n. - an outburst of violently abusive or 

harshly critical language, used to express blame, 

censure or bitter deep-seated ill will: invective, 

severe censure, verbal abuse, vitriol  

vivisection: n. - 1. the action of cutting into or 

dissecting a living body 2. the practice of examining 

internal organs and tissues by cutting into or 

dissecting a living animal, especially for the purpose 

of scientific research  

voir dire: n. - (Old French) (U.S. Law) literally, "to 

speak the truth"; 1. the process of questioning 

potential jurors to determine which ones are 

qualified to serve on a jury (especially by being free 

from bias): jury selection 2. the process of 

questioning witnesses to determine whether or not 

they are competent for trial, especially questioning 

alleged expert witnesses in order to determine their 

competence 3. the oath administered to potential 

witnesses and jurors in which they swear to speak 

the truth, particularly during the examination to 

determine whether or not they are competent for trial 

4. a mini-hearing held during a trial to determine 

whether or not contested evidence is admissible in 

court  

Volapük: n. - one of the first attempts at 

constructing an artificial international language, it 

was invented by Johann Martin Schleyer in 1880 

and enjoyed brief popularity. It is based largely on 

English but with some German, French and Latin 

roots, though often greatly modified beyond easy 

recognition [see also: Esperanto]  

volte-face: n. - an about-face; a reversal, as in policy 

or opinion  

vortex gun: n. - these guns use an explosive charge 

to generate a donut-shaped shock wave that can 

knock over and stun humans at short to medium 

ranges. They were originally engineered as a 

weapon for Nazi Germany but were developed too 

near to the end of WWII to have ever been used  

votary: n. - 1. one who is devoted, given, or 

addicted to some particular pursuit, subject, study, or 

way of life 2. a devoted admirer 3. a devout adherent 

of a religion or cult 4. a dedicated believer or 

advocate  

vox barbara: n. - a questionably unconventional or 

"barbarous" word or phrase, especially supposedly 

neo-Latin terms that are formed from elements that 

are neither Latin nor Greek: inkhorn term  

vug: n. - a small hole in a rock or vein that often 

contains a mineral lining that differs from that of the 

surrounding matrix  

vulnerary: n. (see also adj.) - a remedy used in 

healing or treating wounds  

wadi: n. - 1. a steep-sided water course in arid 

regions of North Africa and southern Asia through 

which water flows only after heavy rainfalls 2. oasis 

(especially in North Africa)  

wainscot: n. - a facing or paneling used to line the 

walls of a room, especially when it is made of wood 

and finished differently from the rest of the wall 

{image}: dado  

warren: n. - 1. a place legally authorized for 

keeping small game (as hare or pheasant); the 

privilege of hunting game in such a warren 2. a 

series of connected underground tunnels occupied 

by rabbits 3. an place where rabbits breed or are 

kept; a colony of rabbits 3. an area or building that is 

overcrowded or has a complicated layout 4. a maze-

like place where one may easily become lost  

wassail: n. - 1. a salutation formerly given in 

drinking the health of a person, as at a festivity 2. 

the spiced ale or other liquor with which such health 

salutations were drunk 3. a celebration with much 

drinking, especially at Christmastime  

wastrel: n. - 1. a person who wastes, especially one 

who squanders money: spendthrift 2. a good-for-

nothing person: idler, loafer  

watercress: n. - a perennial European herb 

naturalized in the U.S. and used in salads or as a 

potherb  

watershed: n. - 1. a ridge of land separating rivers 

and streams flowing in different directions 2. a 

crucial dividing point, line, or factor: turning point  

weltanschauung: n. - a collection of beliefs or the 

overall perspective from which an individual or a 

group sees and interprets the world; a 
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(Nouns)                                                welter –  zeitgeber 

 

comprehensive personal or cultural conception of 

humanity, the world, or life: worldview  

welter: n. - a confused multitude of things; a 

bewildering jumble: clutter, muddle, turmoil  

wergild: n. - in ancient Anglo-Saxon and Germanic 

law, money paid to the relatives of a murder victim 

in order to prevent a blood feud (the amount of 

money required was a set amount based on the 

social rank of the person killed) 

wherewithal: n. - means or resources at one's 

disposal, especially money  

whillywha: n. - a flattering deceiver  

white noise: n. - 1. an audio signal containing many 

frequencies of equal volume or intensity, such as the 

sound between radio stations. [Called "white noise" 

by analogy with "white light," which contains light 

from the whole range of visible frequencies.] 2. an 

unvarying, unobtrusive sound, such as the drone of a 

fan or the steady pattering of rain, especially when it 

drowns out other sounds: background noise  

wickiup: n. - a domed hut made by the Native 

American tribes of the arid southwestern United 

States by covering a framework of arched poles with 

mats of bark, grass, or branches {image}  

wildfeed: n. - a satellite transmission of a TV show 

or other broadcast that isn't meant for public viewing 

williwaw: n. - 1. a sudden violent wind, especially a 

gust of cold land air common along mountainous 

coasts of high latitudes 2. a violent commotion  

will-o'-the-wisp: n. - 1. a light that appears at night 

over marshy ground 2. a misleading or elusive goal 

or hope  

wimple: n. - a cloth of silk, linen, or other material 

wound around the head, framing the face, and drawn 

into folds beneath the chin, worn by women in 

medieval times and as part of the habit of certain 

orders of nuns  

Winchester Rifle: n. - a type of magazine rifle, first 

made in about 1866 by the Winchester Repeating 

Arms Company, which was one of the earliest 

popular rifles to be able to fire several shots before it 

had to be reloaded  

windgall: n. - a soft tumor or swelling on the fetlock 

joint of a horse (one of the joints between the hoof 

and the knee)  

wisenheimer: n. - somebody inclined to make 

impudent or sarcastic remarks: smart aleck, 

wiseacre, wise cracker, wise guy  

wraith: n. - 1. a vision of a person still alive, said to 

appear as a premonition of that person's death: 

apparition 2. the supposed ghost of a dead person: 

shade, specter, spook 3. any shadowy or 

insubstantial form, appearance, or representation of 

something  

woomera: n. - a wooden stick with a notch at one 

end, used by Australian Aboriginals to launch a 

spear. The stick provides extra leverage and force by 

functioning as an extention of the arm. A similar 

device, called an atlatl, was used in the pre-

Columbian Americas {image}  

wushu: n. - Chinese martial arts considered 

collectively  

wyrd: n. - a concept in Old English and Old Norse 

culture roughly corresponding to fate or karma. 

More subtle and complex than mere predestination, 

wyrd is concerned with the interconnected nature of 

all actions and how they influence each other, with 

the mystery of destiny, and with cosmic justice  

Xanadu: n. - an idyllically beautiful place  

xanthophobia: n. - fear of the color yellow  

xenoglossia: n. - the act of speaking a language 

which one has never studied, often associated with 

trances, related to speaking in tongues: glossolalia  

yahoo: n. - 1. a member of the race of brutes 

resembling men (especially in all their vices) but 

subject to the wise talking horses (Houyhnhnms) 

living on an island in the novel Gulliver's Travels by 

Jonathan Swift 2. a crude or brutish person: boor, 

barbarian, churl, cretin, lout, vulgarian  

yaoi: n. - (Japanese) erotic anime (cartoons) that 

focus on male-on-male sexuality  

yegg: n. - a thug or burglar, especially a person who 

breaks open safes: safecracker  

yips: n. - a state of nervous tension affecting an 

athlete (as a golfer) in the performance of a crucial 

action  

yokogaki: n. - (Japanese) this word designates 

Japanese writing done in the nontraditional 

horizontal pattern, with characters going from left to 

write and each new row starting below the preceding 

one. This style of writing has gained some 

popularity under the influence of European 

languages, and is often used in subtitles and 

billboards; literally, "horizontal writing" {image} 

[see also: tategaki]  

Yom Kippur: n. - (Judaism) the holiest day of the 

Jewish year, this is the final day of the Jewish High 

Holy Days, ten days of penitence that begin with 

Rosh Hashana (the Jewish New Year). Yom Kippur 

is observed on tenth day of Jewish month of Tishri, 

which falls in September or October of the Roman 

calendar. On that day, Jewish people do not work, 

fast from sunrise to sunset, and pray for forgiveness 

of their sins. Its observance is one of the 

requirements of the Mosaic Law. Specific rites are 

described in Leviticus 16: Day of Atonement  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/Apache_Wickiup%2C_Edward_Curtis%2C_1903.jpg
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zeitgeber: n. - an environmental agent or event (as the occurrence of light or dark) that provides the 
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(Nouns)                                             zeitgest – Zulu Time 

 

stimulus setting or resetting a biological clock of an 

organism  

zeitgeist: n. - the general intellectual and moral state 

or temper characteristic of any period of time  

zeitnot: n. - (Chess) time trouble in a timed match  

zelophobia: n. - fear of jealousy  

zenith: n. - 1. (Astronomy) the point directly above 

a spacecraft or other observer on the imaginary 

sphere against which celestial bodies appear to be 

projected; the point directly above you in space 

{image} [antonym: nadir] 2. (Astronomy) the 

highest point above the observer's horizon attained 

by a planet, star, or other celestial body 3. the upper 

region of the sky 4. the highest point of something: 

acme, apex, apogee, capstone, climax, culmination, 

cusp, maximum, meridian, peak, pinnacle, summit, 

vertex 4. the point at which someone or something is 

most powerful or successful  

zest: n. - 1. a piece of the peel or of the thin outer 

skin of an orange or lemon used as flavoring 2. an 

enjoyable exciting quality: piquancy 3. keen 

enjoyment: gusto, relish  

zeugma: n. - (Rhetoric) a figure of speech in which 

a word applies to two others in different senses, 

especially when an adjective or verb has multiple 

meanings in relation to two or more nouns, as in 

"During the race he broke the record and his leg," or 

"He took my advice and my wallet": syllepsis  

zeusophobia: n. - fear of God or gods  

zoanthropy: n. - a delusion in which one believes 

oneself to be an animal  

Zohar: n. - (Judaism) the primary written work in 

the mystical tradition of Kabbalah, attributed by 

tradition to Rabbi Simon ben Yochi, who lived 

about the end of the 1st century. Modern critics 

believe it to be a compilation of the 13th century; 

literally, "light," "radiance," or "splendor"  

Zolaism: n. - the literary theories and practices of 

the French novelist Emile Zola (1840-1902); 

naturalism, especially in a derogatory sense  

zugzwang: n. - (Chess) when a player appears to be 

in a safe position for the moment, but on the next 

move every choice available leads to disaster; when 

a player is forced to weaken his or her position 

because all possible moves are undesirable or 

disadvantageous  

Zulu: n. - 1. a member of a Bantu people of 

southeast Africa, primarily inhabiting northeast 

Natal province in South Africa, characteristically 

very tall. Under apartheid, Zulu people were 

discriminated against, and treated as second-class 

citizens. Today, they are the most numerous ethnic 

group in the country, and have equal rights along 

with all other South Africans; the language spoken 

by these people 2. a code word for the letter "Z," 

used in international radio communications 3. 

(Rugby) a rugby tradition: after a player makes their 

first score ever, they are supposed to streak naked 

across the field or run one lap naked  

Zulu Time: n. - a shorthand expression for the 

universal time at the 0º logitudal line (the prime 

meridian), used as the international standard for 

calculating the time in other zones: Greenwich Mean 

Time, Universal Time

http://www.geo.ed.ac.uk/agidict/diagrams/nadir_zenith.gif
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(Other)                                                       albeit – WASP 

 

albeit: conj. - accepting the fact that: although, conceding that, even though, notwithstanding  

Basmalah: abbr. - (Islam) the abbreviation of the Arabic phrase "Bismi Llâhi r-rahmâni r-rahîm" (meaning 

"In the name of Allâh, the Merciful, the Compassionate"), which is placed before each chapter (sûrah) in 

the Qur'an and spoken before many daily undertakings to seek Allâh's blessing  

bis: intj. (see also adv.) - (Latin) used by members of an audience to call for an encore of a musical 

performance; literally, "twice"  

BOHICA: acr. - (military slang) "Bend Over, Here It Comes Again"; used most often in the military, on 

web forums, and at work places, this acronym indicates that someone is "screwing/fucking you over" in a 

painful way many, many times  

circa: prep. - (Latin) used before a date to indicate that it is approximate or estimated; often abbreviated 

simply 'c.': about, approximately, around, roughly  

fie: intj. - [archaic] used to express disgust, disapproval, annoyance, or dismay -- instances of modern usage 

are usually sarcastic or mocking in tone  

FUBAR: acr. - (military slang) "Fucked Up Beyond All Recognition." This acronym began as slang among 

soldiers during WWII. It is now used commonly by civilians, especially when referring to computer 

problems, in which case the acronym is often translated: "Fucked Up Beyond Any Repair"  

hic jacet: phr. - (Latin) an inscription often found on gravestones, meaning "here is buried"; literally, "here 

lies" 

in propria persona: prep. phr. - (Law) (Latin) often shortened to 'in pro per,' the phrase 'in propria 

persona' is used to describe a person who is representing himself or herself in a court proceeding without 

the aid of a lawyer, whether as a defendant or a plaintiff in a civil or criminal case. In some states, this is 

refered to as 'pro se'; literally, "in one's own proper person"  

j'adoube: intj. - (Chess) (French) a phrase you must say before adjusting a misaligned piece on the board to 

ensure that this will not be counted as an official move; literally, "I adjust," "I dub," or "I touch on the 

shoulder"  

on the lam: phr. - the state of being wanted and traveling to avoid capture; running away, usually from a 

legal authority such as the police: on the run  

pro se: phr. - (Law) (Latin) the phrase 'pro se' is used to describe a person who is representing himself or 

herself in a court proceeding without the aid of a lawyer, whether as a defendant or a plaintiff in a civil or 

criminal case. In some states, this is referred to as 'in pro per' (short for 'in propria persona'); literally, "for 

oneself" or "on one's own behalf"  

qua: prep. - in the role or character of; acting as (For example: "My physician qua friend suggested that a 

vacation would be good for both my mental and physical health.")  

SNAFU: acr. (see also adj., n. & v.) - (military slang) "Situation Normal: All Fucked Up." This acronym 

was first used, and often used, by soldiers in World War II  

SOP: acr. (see also n.) - "Standard Operating Procedure"  
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