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Flying high over the sand of Iraq, an American flag stood in honor of Hartley Elementary. 
 
The flag, raised above an American military base during Sergeant Jeremiah Miller’s tour of duty, 
represented the caring hearts of Hartley’s elementary students, who, together with Miller’s brother, 
raised enough money to purchase approximately 300 pairs of flip-flips, which were sent to Iraqi children 
during Miller’s time overseas. 
 
Like Miller, the flag traveled beyond Iraqi borders and back to the United States. On Tuesday, it was 
presented to the school by Miller as part of Hartley’s Veterans Day program. 
 
“I think we’ll put it in the trophy case with a certificate for all to see,” said Hartley Principal Michelle 
Krell. “We’ll put it in a very prominent place.” 
 
The flag was just one aspect of Hartley’s Veterans Day program, which featured a Presentation of 
Colors by the VFW Colorguard and a speech and slide show by Miller. The students of Hartley also 
prepared for the day by learning two songs, which they sang for approximately 60 veterans and parents 
in attendance. 
 
“Our students, of course, practiced their songs ‘Thank a Vet’ and ‘Proud to be an American,’” said 
Krell, who added that she was very touched when one of the kindergarten students told a teacher, after 
practicing one of the songs, “That song makes me cry every time. I almost cried.” 
 
“For a little kindergartner to internalize the meaning is amazing,” she said. “You wouldn’t think 
necessarily that kindergartners would understand, but they do.” 
 
Hartley’s students were all given Army-green t-shirts to wear, and they also each received either a 
bracelet or military dog tags. The result was a large green mass of small children, all filled with 
excitement for the day. 
 
“Being overseas and being taken away from your family is tough,” said Miller, who spent 16 months in 
Iraq over the course of one extended tour of duty. “If [the children] associate a soldier with freedom, all 
the better.” 

 
Miller’s slideshow featured photos of animals, Army trucks, 
and photos of the places American soldiers lived and slept, 
as well as images of other nations’ soldiers and trucks. 
 
Miller said the response he got from the children was 
“exactly what I wanted.” 
 
“‘Oohs’ and ‘ahhs’ and ‘gross’ — it was awesome,” he said. 
“It means so much to help educate them on freedom and 
veterans.” 



 
Miller’s wife, Jaala, said that she and her children are proud 
of Miller and his work, and that they still will be when his 
job takes him to Afghanistan in 2009.  
 
“It’s hard, but being a military family, you know that you 
have a duty to do,” she said. “We have a lot of family 
support and I’m very thankful for that. We’re very proud to 
say that we’re a military family, and we just do what has to 
be done.” 
 
Each student at Hartley was encouraged to invite a veteran 
they knew for the event. Invitations were also posted at the 
local American Legion and VFW. The program was hosted 
by Mediacom and the History Channel as part of “Take a 

Veteran to School Day.” It was one of multiple Veteran’s Day presentations offered by the Waseca 
School District; the Central Intermediate School, Waseca Junior High School, and Waseca High School 
all held programs, as well. TEAM Academy also had a program of its own. 
 
“I think it’s important for [students] to know that men and women have sacrificed so that they can go to 
school and be free, and have the rights and liberties that we have today,” said Krell. “Students can relate 
to it because we’re in war time right now. We have students with parents, aunts and uncles serving. I 
think the students were really proud to honor the veterans today.” 
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