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— Let’s put Waseca teacher John Hanson’s rewards in the form of a “Jeopardy” clue and response: 
“Expense-paid trips to Washington, D.C.” 
What are the bennies of being an award-winning high school instructor? 
But that part of his dossier gets downplayed for the moment, for reasons he’ll explain later. 
Hanson, a Waseca native and the youngest of nine siblings, was cut out for teaching from the get-go. 
His mother, sister, and brother are in the profession, and he’s taught high school social studies in Waseca for 
16 years, with a particular zeal for the teaching of patriotism and good citizenship. 
He tells his students the latter should begin now, in their own neighborhoods. 
“Maybe I have a little more passion for things going on locally because this is my hometown,” he says. “I 
require kids to attend public meetings, register to vote, and teach them general citizenship skills — just try to 
get them to understand why good citizenship matters.” 
Sometimes, they’re surprised when they find out firsthand that a city council debate can hit them where they 
live — or party.  
Take the time a class sat in on a council discussion of social-host laws, whereby homeowners or renters can 
be held liable for underage drinkers on their premises. They were all ears, Hanson says. 
“These aren’t glamorous, these public meetings, but the decisions made there are important.”  
The study of citizenship and civics can be deadly dull in the wrong hands. Not so in Hanson’s classes, his 
students say. 
Senior Kati Sorenson has had Hanson for three classes; her favorite was political science. 
“He’s able to relate to kids and talk to them on their level. He doesn’t talk down to them,” she says. “He just 
makes it seem applicable to real life.” 
The teaching of politics, particularly in an election year, can be dicey for teachers leery of displaying partisan 
leanings, and Hanson says he’s diligent about playing it down the middle. 
He not only doesn’t tip his hand, he challenges students to detect which way he tilts, and says they have yet to 
read his cards.  
Senior Ethan Schultz rates Hanson among the top five teachers he’s had since grade school.  
“He brings more excitement than you’d think someone would bring to these subjects. You get excited because 
he gets excited. It’s contagious,” Schultz says.  
Hanson takes a group of students to Washington, D.C., each year as part of his class curriculum. He also 
earned a free trip there last year, and recently was awarded another. 
The first came when he received a cable television industry national award for creating The Coffee Break 
Debates, whereby students discussed issues with elected officials, and the programs were aired on a local 
cable channel. 
Most recently, Hanson received the VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher Award when he was 
selected over 162 candidates nationwide. 
“He’s a passionate teacher and a great role model,” Waseca High School Principal Jeanne Swanson says. “He 
really exemplifies citizenship education by the way he demonstrates instruction and the activities he has kids 
do.” 
The awards are appreciated, but Hanson insists upon attaching a qualifier: 
“I honestly feel quite uncomfortable with this because I truly believe I work with people in this building, 
every day, doing the same stuff I do, so it makes me uncomfortable to be singled out.”  
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Hanson’s classroom skills have earned him national recognition, including being selected over 162 candidates 
for the VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher award. The Free Press  


