
 

Dear Ministry Partners, 

 
19 Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, 

to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. 

To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am 

not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21 To those not having the 

law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law 

but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the 

weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so 

that by all possible means I might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the 

gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (NIV) 

 

     Over the past 12 months I have logged more than 62,000 air miles, partici-

pated in no less than 10 (I think) different trainings of one kind or another for the 

staff of FamilyLife and Cru.  I have worked with somewhere north of 500 staff 

members during those trainings as well as the 300+ staff here in the FamilyLife 

office and loved every minute of it.  I have also spoken at 4 different churches 

that are part of my support team to share what God is doing with my life and min-

istry since Cheryl graduated to Heaven, along with sharing many ministry up-

dated of both FamilyLife and Cru at the same time. 

 

     I have also had the privilege to work at 3-one day FamilyLife I Still Do® 

Arena events in Chicago, IL, Portland, OR and Washington DC, that saw more 

than 7,000 attend in person, as well as a simulcast at the DC event that was aired 

to over 25,000 more attendees at more than 100 churches across the US and a 

couple over seas.  And finally I have spent considerable time building into my 

kids and grandkids, that included several trips back to Ohio and Indiana as well as 

a much needed vacation to Disney World in Orlando, FL that Cheryl and I had 

been planning for more than 5 years. All that to say it has been a very busy year 

and it’s not finished quite yet!! (One more training in AR this coming weekend) 

 

     It’s no wonder God has me studying the travels of Paul’s life which is obvi-

ously where the passage comes from at the top of this prayer letter.  One of the 

many conversations I had with Cheryl over the last 18 months of her time here on 

earth was how I should plan to be “used up” before my time here on planet earth 

is done and that is just what I plan to do.  Oh yes I realize I’m in the winter years 

of my time to be effective in full-time ministry for my King, but I plan to do as 

much as I can with those God places in my path, for the sake of the gospel, for as 

long as I can, that I may share in its blessings in the same way Paul speaks of. 

 

     Don’t get me wrong, I am in no way comparing myself to Paul and what he 

had to suffer through for the sake of the gospel.  However when my time is up I 

hope it is said of me that  my tank was empty and used up for all the right rea-

sons.  I’m sure my final years of full-time ministry will not be done perfectly, but 

used up is the goal not perfection.  The older I get the more I have to admire those  

that have gone before me whose shoulders I have had the privilege to stand on 

and I hope that will be said of me as well.  I pray that is said of all of us, as we 

labor to the end of our days, doing some type 

of ministry, less the Lord should come first, 

which would be even better!! 

October 2014 

   Serving with FAMILYLIFE and Cru 

Sandy Spangler 

Praises and Prayers 
 

• Praise-  For the privilege to serve the 

Kingdom using the gifts and talents, in 

the power of the Holy Spirit, to touch 

people with the love of Jesus 
 

• Praise/Pray-  For the 20 new ministry 

partner development coaches I had the 
privilege to help train September 6-8 in 

Orlando. They will be serving their staff 

in 10 different Cru ministries across the 

US and around the world 
 

• Pray/Praise-  For the 100+ new mis-

sionary staff  I had the privilege to help 

train September 9-13 in Orlando. Once 

the Lord develops their initial support 
need they will be serving with at least 30 

different ministries around the world 
 

• Praise-  That the Lord give me a special 

time with my kids and grandkids as we 

all spend a week together vacationing in 

Florida.  Cheryl and I planned this vaca-

tion almost 5 years ago before her battle 

with cancer started and it was one of her 

last requests that we spend this family 

time together at Disney World. 
 

• Praise- For each of you that continue to 

partner with me in the ministry God has 

called me to finish well in. Without your 

prayers and financial support I could not 

continue to serving in this way.  Your 

partnership is making a difference in a 

number of different ministry venues as 

you can see from what I shared in this 

month’s letter. 
 

• Pray - For my  yearend giving letter that 

will go out about this time next month to 

be fruitful and cover the shortfall in giv-

ing by several of my ministry partners 

over the past year along with the medical 

benefits increase for the coming year.  

As you pray for this need if the Lord 

should place on your heart to help with 

an additional gift this year the letter 

coming next month will explain just how 

you can do that?  

In HIS Grip to Eternity, 
Sandy        
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