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Sandy “for”  Cheryl Spangler 

Another Lessons from God 
     Among the many firsts God is bringing 

into my life, some are very hard to under-

stand aside from the promises of God. One 

such lesson came earlier this month when I 

was asked by a family member to officiate a 

funeral for her grandson. I will not go into 

the details but I can assure you it was an ex-

tremely difficult situation for everyone. 

 

     Although there have few times since 

Cheryl’s passing in which I did not feel emo-

tionally ready to accomplish an assignment if 

I felt God calling me to do it, this seemed to 

be an exception. But after a restless night 

with God He brought to mind again a famil-

iar passage that he has used in my life a 

number of times over the last six months. 

 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 

the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” 

Jeremiah 29:11 

 

     As I shared in that difficult service, God is 

either good in all things or he is good in none. I 

choose to believe based on this passage of 

Scripture and many more that he is good and 

that his plans are to prosper us and not to harm 

us. Because if it were not true we would be lost 

and have no hope for the future. But rest as-

sured WE DO!! 
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Praises and Prayers 

• Praise-  For the opportunity to help train another 60+ new Cru missionaries at Fall New Staff Follow-up Trainings 

in Arkansas and Colorado this month. Both trainings went well and they are now back at their home bases continu-

ing to build their personal team of Ministry Partners before reporting to assignments all over the world. 

• Praise- That God and FamilyLife choose to re-edit and re-air Cheryl’s and my testimony, first recorded in 2005 on 
“FL Today’s Radio Program”, Sept. 2-5 with the final day being a special tribute given by our son Mathew at 

Cheryl’s Celebration of Life Service in April.  I’m praying it continues to touch hearts with HIS grace and hope. 

• I continue to recieve a significant number of encouraging email responses from listeners from the 4-day 
broadcast. 

• Praise- That God continues to show Himself faithful, as I make my way through the many “firsts” since losing 

Cheryl to her heavenly home.  I miss her deeply, but I am comforted to know I will see her again soon. 
• Pray- for my trip back to Ohio (I am here now) to speak at 2 churches and meet with as many ministry partners as 

possible with the limited time I have available. I wish I had time to meet with you all but please know how much 

you are appreciated and prayed for. 

Dear Ministry Partner 

  

“We wanted to make sure you know how much we really enjoyed getting 

to spend time with you (and the rest of the Family Life staff!) this past 

weekend! The retreat was such an encouragement for us, and the Lord 

knew it would be perfect timing to put wind back in our sails as we con-

tinue this process.”       Campus Ministry Staff-University of Arkansas 
 

Being reminded to… “Ask God to help us really minister to the people we 

are sharing  our ministry with…” Campus Ministry Staff– Univ. of TN 

 

     I cannot fully express how much of a blessing I receive when I get feed-

back like the comments above. The blessing goes beyond what these New 

Staff receive because I get to have a part in helping them fulfill the calling 

God placed on their lives to serve in full time missionary work.  You are 

part of this experience with me as you have prayed with me and for me. 

God is answering your prayers in many more ways, as these Cru staff 

members will report to their different ministries all around the world to 

teach and disciple others. 

 

     There were couples 

from FamilyLife, Cru 

Inner City, Campus Min-

istry, Military Ministry, 

and  Jesus Film Project. 

Your outreach through 

my ministry is being 

multiplied...thank you for 

believing in me, and giv-

ing as God directs to al-

low me to be part of this 

with you! 

Arkansas Follow-Up Training Cru Staff 


