
Serv ing w ith Fami lyL i fe to make every home a godly home 

Sandy “for”  Cheryl Spangler 

Dear Ministry Partners, 

It was a very busy July for me that started with helping to train more than 190 new Cru staff mem-

bers, most of which were in their early to mid 20’s and recently graduated from college.  As mission-

aries go through this calling and training process, a vital spiritual transformation takes place in their 
lives.  Then through the weeks and months of initial support raising that follows, they learn to trust 

God in ways they will draw upon in future years of ministry.  To hear their youthful passion for 

reaching the world for Christ is a real help for me to refocus on my own personal calling to ministry. 

 

After the new staff training I was also privileged to attend Cru’s national staff conference July 14-20 

on the Colorado State University campus just down the road.  More than 4,500 staff members attended.  We heard from speakers 

such as pastor Alistair Begg, Lisa Harper of Women of Faith and James White, pastor of Christ Our King Community Church and 

senior vice president of leadership development for the YMCA of the Triangle Area.. Steve Douglass, the president of Cru, encour-

aged us with some of the incredible things God has done and how important it is for us to mobilize people for the Great Commission.  

He shared with us about Kay who is from a closed southeast Asian country.  She 

was an alcoholic, brewed alcohol and operated a casino in her home.  Through a Cru 
staff couple she came to Christ.  Soon she saw 50 people come to the Lord and 

started a church in her home. Over the years Kay has been responsible for starting 

23 churches.  Kay is a good example of a mobilized person who is multiplying! 

 

As special as the Cru Staff Conference is, what made it even more memorable for 

me this year was that Mathew, Michelle and their families were able to attend with 

me.  All of us knew it would be difficult attending without Cheryl, but we also knew 

she would want us to be there as a family experiencing what God had for us as we 

continue to grieve our loss and her entrance into Heaven.  And believe me when I 

say, we had an incredible time as a family sharing life and love together, all of us in 

a two room suite and a 15-passanger van for 8 fun-filled days.   

 
After Staff Conference we were able to spend a couple extra days exploring God’s awesome creation in the state of Colorado that 

included plenty of water (it was pretty warm most of the time we were there) and plenty of exercise.  We swam in pools and rivers, 

explored caves, rode bicycles, go-karts and horses, but most of all we just enjoyed each other’s company.  We shared our favorite 

stories and memories of how we were impacted by Cheryl during the past 30+ years we 

had her, while crying a little and laughing a lot more. Cheryl would have loved it and if 

she could see any of it from heaven, I am sure she had plenty of laughs and lots to smile 

about as well.  I believe a good time was had by all and because of your faithful partner-

ship in our (my) ministry, “this family” was ministered to in our greatest need.  From all 

9 of us to all of you, THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF OUR HEARTS!!! 

 

Finally as I close for the month, please be aware that FamilyLife has decided to re-air 
Cheryl’s and my testimony, first recorded in 2005.  The broadcast will be September 2

-5, on “FL Today’s Radio Program ” with a special tribute from parts of Cheryl’s 

Celebration of Life Service back in April.  I will be 

sending a follow-up email soon with the details. 
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Praises and Prayers 
• Praise- That God continues to show Himself faithful, as our family grieves the loss of Cheryl to her heavenly home. 

• Praise-  For the opportunity to help train 190 new missionaries at New Staff Training in Fort Collins July 7-14. The training 

went extremely well and they are now in the field building their team of Ministry Partner before reporting to assignment. 

• Praise- For my safe summer travel last month to Colorado, for me and for Mathew and Michelle and their families as well. 

• Pray- For my team in Little Rock as we are down two team members this month with one on sabbatical and one in China with 

his wife (Art & Jen Powell) working through the details of adopting 2 little girls they will bring back with them if all goes well. 

• Pray- For my busy travel this fall that will see me helping with trainings in Florida, Arkansas and possibly Colorado again. 


