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Greetings, 
 

“Do you really need all that stuff in the back?”  Was the comment Cheryl asked me last Thursday as I was loading the car 

for a weekend get-a-way to Branson for the two of us.  A very unusual question for Cheryl, considering she normally uses 

a large suitcase for clothes and a couple bags for all her supplies just for a couple days.  I let her comments slide and 
thanked God for the generous offer from a fellow staff member who allowed us to use their timeshare for the weekend 

free.  

 
As we traveled down interstate 40 on the way to the Route 65 exit that would take us north to Branson, Cheryl said she 

needed for me to stop a few exits early.  Oh man, I wanted to get going and now she needed to stop already.  I thought to 

myself (good thing), OK fine if you really need to.  Turn into that Ford dealership on the left she said. Now I was really 
confused, but followed directions because she seemed to have a plan and as usual she did 

 

You see a couple months ago Cheryl asked me what was on my bucket list to do for my birthday just for the fun of it. I 

told her I’d like to drive a new Ford Mustang. With everything that has been happening with Cheryl’s treatments and my 
preparation for the busy fall training season I never really gave it another thought until she said turn into that dealership. 

 

As it turns out from the time we had that conversation Cheryl had been planning and 
searching the internet for a way for me to drive that new Ford Mustang. She had al-

most given up trying to find one when one of our long-time friends and ministry part-

ners here in Arkansas connected her with a guy at this dealership who gave it to her 
FREE for the weekend and to top it all off it was a red convertible. We had a special 

four days we will never forget in a car we could never afford to drive and staying in a 

condo at no charge watching the Art of Marriage to reconnect. God not only provides 

for all our needs through the special people He places in our lives, He also throws in a 
few wants just to remind us what an AWESOME GOD He always is!! 

 

This was a special weekend for Cheryl too.  She was celebrating!  Celebrating all that God has taken us through and cele-
brating that her treatments were over for a while.  I would look over at her as we drove and occasionally saw her crying.  

She said that she was rejoicing in how well she felt and that it brought tears of joy.  It was hard to leave Branson and head 

back home, especially when I had to turn in the car. Bummer.  But needed to get back, have staff to train and much to do. 

 
Update for Cheryl:  She has finished this round of chemo. Now she is waiting until Sept 20th when she has a full-body 

PET scan.  The following day we meet with her oncologist who will tell us the results.  Please pray with us that there will 

be no evidence of cancer.  Every three months she will have a PET scan to see if the cancer comes back.  We are trusting 
the Lord for His will in these circumstances.  

    Praises and PrayersPraises and PrayersPraises and PrayersPraises and Prayers 
• Praise - For the special weekend of reconnecting for Cheryl and I as we head into the busy training fall schedule for me. 

• Pray - That Cheryl and I would continue to stay healthy. 

• Pray - For upcoming PET scan and oncology appointment.  Those are anxious days for us. 

• Praise - That we both continue to feel closer to the Lord and each other through this difficult time in our lives and ministry. 

• Praise - God continues to put women in Cheryl’s path to minister to and in return Cheryl is ministered to. 

• Pray -  For a dear friend, Stacey who lost her husband, Perry.  They have three wonderful children who miss their dad, not to mention 

Stacey who longs for the love of her life and childhood sweetheart.  We met them through volunteering for FamilyLife in the North 
East Ohio area for a number of years.  He loved Christ and lived it out no matter where he was.  He WILL be missed but not forgotten. 


