
Dear Ministry Partner, 
 
Life and ministry continues to be a roller coaster ride of “ups and down” as God 
continues to refine me for His purpose.  I thank God everyday that He is in control 
and I am not! The past month has been a great example of that process for me, 
my family and for many I serve with. 
 
It started toward the end of June, when we had six special couples come to evalu-
ate whether FamilyLife would be where God would have them bring their gifts and 
talents to serve full-time. As most of you know this was to be my first ministry pre-
view in my new role overseeing the recruiting and evaluator groups of HR in addi-
tion to the training and coaching groups I already manage. The four-day event 
allows couples, and occasionally singles, to see the opportunities for them to 
serve here in Little Rock or possibly in a field position with the ministry. It is truly a 
special time for God to speak to them and to us as we seek to determine God's 
will for their life and ministry. The special team of recruiters and evaluators that I 
have the privilege to work with during these ministry previews are second to none 
in the ministry of Cru. After the difficult evaluation process which takes about 
three months to complete including ministry preview, five of the six couples were 
chosen and offered an assignment with FamilyLife. The next step for them will be 
ministry partner development training either here in Little Rock in July or in Or-
lando in September, both of which I will be helping with. 
 
Just about a week to the day after ministry preview was completed, I jumped on a 
flight and headed to Orlando to help train 200+ new Cru missionary staff mem-
bers. Most of these staff are in their early to mid-20s and what of privilege to listen 
to their stories of how God has moved in their hearts to come on staff. Although 
I'm old enough to be a father to most of them and maybe even a grandfather to a 
few, I never get tired of hearing their passion for the Lord. As I have the privilege 
to work with them to help craft their calling testimonies into presentations they will 
share to build their support team, I am humbled to know God still continues to use 
me in the same way He used Cheryl and I together for almost 17 years. 
 
Unfortunately, about halfway into the training week I received a text from my 
daughter Michelle to inform me that her husband's father Kevin had passed into 
the loving arms of Jesus and lost his battle here on earth with cancer. Within 
three days I went from the high of new staff training to a plane headed back to 
Little Rock and a 10 hour drive up to Indiana to help them by entertaining my 
three grandchildren while they prepare and celebrated his father's life and passing 
to eternity.  God was definitely honored during Kevin’s special celebration service 
 
In my quiet time this morning Paul said it best for me when it comes to the “ups 
and downs” of the Christian life for all of us in Philippians 4:4-7; 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gladness be evi-
dent to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situa-
tion, by prayer and petition, with Thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

July 2014 

   Serving with FAMILYLIFE and Cru 

Sandy Spangler 

Praises and Prayers 
 

• Praise-  For the privi-

lege to help train 200+ 

new missionary staff in 

Orlando July  5-12 
 

• Praise-  For the 5 new 

staff couples from the 

recent Ministry Preview 

that have accepted the 

call to serve with 

FamilyLife once they 

have completed their 

initial support raising 

process 
 

• Pray-  For the Jump-

Start Ministry Partner 

Development Training 

to be held here in Little 

Rock, July  18-21 which 

I will have the privilege 

to lead along with my 

team of trainers. 
 

• Pray-  For me to keep 

my focus on the Lord by 

drinking deep from His 

Word during my busy 

summer and fall travel 

and training schedule. 
 

• Pray-  For my son-in-

law  Josh and his family 

during the difficult 

grieving process of los-

ing a husband and fa-

ther to cancer.  Praise 

that we are comforted 

to know Kevin is in the 

presence of the Lord 

even as his beloved wife 

Janelle grieves through 

the lose of a lifetime 

conversation with the 

love of her life. 

In HIS Grip to Eternity, 
Sandy        
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