
Serv ing w ith Fami lyL i fe to make every home a godly home 

Sandy “for”  Cheryl Spangler 

Dear «Greeting», 

     As I have had the opportunity to connect with many of you over the past 3 months since Cheryl’s passing, a common 

theme of those conversations has been what is next for me?  So I thought I would use part of this prayer letter to convey a 

few thoughts that the Lord has placed on my heart as I am moving forward with my life and ministry. 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.  Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and 

find me when you seek me with all your heart.”  Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NIV) 

     These words spoken thousands of years ago have burned a new place in my heart since March 31, 2013 and I rest in 

them often.  I am choosing to decide these words are true every morning and at some point in the future I am confident God 

will allow me to see the reason He choose this path for me and for Cheryl.  Until then I will cling to the promises of His 

word and the decisions Cheryl and I talked about as we prepared for this new season of my life without her here. 

     As I have shared with many of you, FamilyLife, the ministry that Cheryl and I have 

given our lives to for more than17 years, still seems to be God’s plan for me, at least 

for now.  I continue to find great joy in using the gifts, talents and life experiences that 

God has given me.  I love to train, encourage and coach people that have been called 

by God to serve Him as supported staff in vocational ministry, both right out of college 

and those changing careers later in life. 

    Cheryl and I have always been about the big picture when it came to our call to min-

istry.  Yes we were called specifically to FamilyLife to minister to marriages and fami-

lies with the hope we found at that conference in November 1990.  But it was never 

really just about FamilyLife, it was about the way God chose to use FamilyLife to call 

people to Himself.  That’s what we gave our lives to and that will never change for me. 

     So the simple answer as to what is next for me is YES, I will be with Cru and 

FamilyLife, and probably remain in Little Rock as long as the Lord gives me the physi-

cal ability and the passion to serve Him in this way.  This gives me the best opportunity 

to see couples come to know Christ and for me to be used to come alongside mission-

aries to share the gospel here in the United States and around the world. 

     It was Cheryl’s desire I continue building on the ministry we started together and 

with your on-going partnership that is what I plan to do!  I appreciate you more than 

you know. 

July 2013 

Praises and Prayers 

• Praise- That God continues to 

use many of you, along with His 

Word , as our family continues 

to work through the grieving 

process of losing Cheryl.  

• Praise-  For the opportunity to 

help train 190 new missionaries 
at New Staff Training in Fort 

Collins, Colorado July 7-14. 

• Pray- For my summer travel 

schedules to Fort Collins, Colo-

rado, July 6-24 for new staff 

training and Cru Staff Confer-

ence, where Matt & Michelle 

and their families will join me 

for a week, 

• Imagine 9 of us in one 

hotel room and sharing a 

van for a whole week?? 

• Pray- For my team in Little 

Rock to hold down the fort 

while I am gone for almost 3 

weeks.  
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Important Summit: In America today 40% of fami-
lies with children are stepfamilies and at least one-third 

of all weddings give birth to a blended family. Despite 
the realities, the church is ill-equipped and slow to 

move forward with practical ministry. The assumption 
that traditional marriage ministries are sufficient to 

strengthen step-couples has proven untrue. We know from research that traditional marriage ministries only address roughly half of the 
challenges that step-couples face and they are often insufficient to prevent re-divorce or to stabilize the developing stepfamily system. This 

first ever Summit endeavors to bring together those engaged in stepfamily ministry in order to learn from one another and strengthen our 

impact in the world. 

The Summit on Stepfamily Ministry 
September 24-25, 2013 

Watermark Community Church 
Dallas, TX 

Precedes the Dallas 6 conference Sept. 26 


