
Serv ing  w i th  Fami lyL i fe  to  make every  home a  god ly  hom e 

Sandy & Cheryl Spangler 

Dear Ministry Partner, 

  

Greg, Marsha, Peter, Jan…I’m betting you can complete this list of name.  They are the children of America’s most fa-

mous blended family: the Brady Bunch.  On Friday nights in the early 70s many of us were glued to our televisions to 

watch another episode of our favorite family.  Would Jan overcome her jealousy of Marsha, will Greg get his own 

groovy “pad” in the attic, will Sam finally propose to Alice?   The escapades of the Bunch have been so popular that this 

blended family has become a true cultural phenomenon, enduring in the minds of Americans.   But, do the Bradys repre-

sent a typical stepfamily?  Does a stepfamily actually meld together that seamlessly?  

How does the blending of two families impact a marriage? 

Since moving to Arkansas to serve with FamilyLife our primary ministry to our local 

church has been mentoring newly married blended family couples. For a number of years 

we were the only couple in our large church willing to step into this need and we did it 

because we are a blended family and knew from our own experience the challenges they 

would be facing. In the past 16 years we have had the privilege to see God do some 

amazing things through the couples we have worked with, but the dangers are still well 

documented that blended families struggle to stay together more than first marriages. 

In Gary Richman’s book The Divorce Decision, he states that 

second marriages have only a 24% success rate within five years.  

Third marriages only succeed 13% of the time and fourth mar-

riages just 7%.  FamilyLife’s stepfamily expert Ron Deal ex-

plains “people have a set of expectations when they come into 

that remarriage. What they don't anticipate are the stepfamily dy-

namics that are going to play a role in their marriage... they go in 

assuming things are going to be better...What they don’t under-

stand is the complexity of their home and how that’s going to 

impact their marriage.  Then it blindsides them” 

So how can we reach out to blended families?  First, recognize 

that stepfamilies are an integral part of the church and affirm 

that God is Jehovah Rapha—the God who heals.  “It’s difficult 

to get step families to acknowledge their presence in churches…” 

says Deal.  “They’re there, but they don’t want anybody to know 

because they’re afraid of the social judgment...They’re afraid of 

somebody looking at them saying, ‘Oh, you’re one of those kinds 

of families’ or ‘You’re less than ideal.’  There is not a person in 

any church in America who is an ideal.  There’s no such thing as a second-rate family or 

a second-rate Christian because there’s no such thing as a first-rate Christian.  We’re just 

all people in need of the cross.” 

Second, help your church develop pre-marital counseling for remarriages and be-

come the “go-to” church in your geographic area for remarriage preparation.  Ron  
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 Praises and Prayers 

Praise - That God contin-

ues to carry us and draw us 

closer to Him and each 

other through the journey 

He has chosen for us. 

 

Pray - That we would both 

stay healthy through all 

Cheryl’s treatments and get 

the rest we both need.  Also 

that Cheryl’s blood counts 

would remain at safe levels 

for the chemo to continue. 

 

Praise - for the people God 

is using to ministered to us 

and those we have had the 

opportunity to minister to 

during the past 10 months, 

what a privilege!! 

 

Pray  - that we can con-

tinue to balance ministry,  

hospital visits and work 

around the house.  So far 

so good. 

 

Praise - that we were able 

to spend 4 days with our 

whole family in Branson, 

MO earlier this month 

and Cheryl was feeling 

well enough to enjoy it 

 

Thank you for your partner-

ship in ministry with us as we 

continue to share God’s Plan 

for marriages, 

Ron Deal 

Founder and Presi-

dent of Smart Stepfa-

milies joined the 

FamilyLife Blended 

Family Initiative to 

apply his 25 years of 

experience Jan. 9, 

2012  



Deal advises, “All the things you teach couples the first time they get married you have to teach remarried couples, plus 

you have to teach them how to deal with the parenting/step-parenting issues, how to deal with ex-spouses, how they’re 

going to handle their ‘ghosts’ from the marriage past.  You have to do everything plus more to get them equipped.” 

Third, pray for God to raise-up at least two remarried couples in your church and assist them in launching a min-

istry specifically for stepfamilies.  Each day in America 1300 new stepfamilies are created.  Currently, one out of three 

Americans is either a stepparent, stepchild, step-sibling or related to a stepfamily.  Current trends indicate that in the near 

future one out of two of us will have a step-relationship at some point in our lifetime.   

Deal concludes, “Ministry to stepfamilies is not about condoning their past or lowering God’s standard for mar-

riage...Rather, stepfamily ministry is about preventing the pressures...of the stepfamily home from holding people back 

from their Lord...We have a message that can crush Satan’s attack on the stepfamily home: God forgives the imperfect 

people in stepfamilies just as He does the imperfect people in traditional families.” 

Resources for Stepfamily Ministry 
All resources may be found at shop.familylife.com or by calling 1-800-FLTODAY 

Ministering to Stepfami-
lies: Breaking the genera-

tional cycle of divorce 

A ministry training resource cov-

ering the foundational concepts of 

blended family ministry.  This 

video seminar is designed for 

ministry leaders. 

The Smart Stepfamily: Seven 

steps to a healthy family 

Available as a self-study book or a DVD-

based small group curriculum.  This study 

provides practical, realistic solutions to the 

issues that stepfamilies face.  The small 

group study also includes free downloadable 

leader and participant study guides. 

Remarriage Success 

In this DVD workshop couples will 

learn what predicts highly satisfying 

remarriage relationships versus dis-

tress and divorce.  Ideal for dating, 

engaged or already married couples.  

Ministry leaders and counselors will 

gain insights for working with remar-

ried couples. 

The Remarriage Check-up 

This self-study book explores the key quali-

ties of happy remarriage relationships.  Util-

izing the on-line “Couple Check-up” this 

book will give couples a personalized diag-

nosis of their strengths and weaknesses. Built

-in discussion questions help couples dis-

cover where they are, where they’d like to be 

and how to get there.   

Saving Your Second 
Marriage Before It 
Starts: Nine questions to 

ask before (and after) you 
remarry 

This book by Drs. Les & Leslie 

Parrot will help couples acquire the skills they need to 

build a future together.  Includes separate workbooks 

for men and women with optional group discussion 

guides. May be utilized as self-study, counseling/

mentoring or small group environment.  

The Smart Stepdad / The Smart 
Stepmom 

Both of these books address the unique chal-

lenges of stepdads and step-

moms.  Readers will find en-

couragement and advice for 

connecting with stepchildren, 

being a godly role model, how 

to discipline, dealing with the biological parent 

and keeping the bond strong with one’s new 

spouse.  

http://shop.familylife.com/products.aspx?categoryid=112&page=1&pagesize=all
http://shop.familylife.com/p-1812-remarriage-success-dvd.aspx
http://shop.familylife.com/p-1818-ministering-to-stepfamilies-dvd.aspx
http://shop.familylife.com/p-1475-the-smart-stepfamily.aspx
http://shop.familylife.com/p-1765-the-remarriage-checkup.aspx
http://shop.familylife.com/p-1682-saving-second-marriage-kit.aspx
http://shop.familylife.com/p-1579-the-smart-stepdad.aspx
http://shop.familylife.com/p-1526-the-smart-stepmom-paperback.aspx

