
Dear Ministry Partner, 
 

     God continues to prove Himself full of grace in so many ways as I move further 

along with His plan for my life and ministry.  Over the past month God revealed that 

to me again in a special way that didn’t really have anything to do with me, however I 

was close enough to see His hand at work providing in ways only He could.  The fol-

lowing post shared by Butch Walker (FamilyLife staff member) about how God 

threw him into the lives of another staff family following the recent tornado that dev-

astated central Arkansas says it better then I ever could. 
 

“It was Sunday, April 27, about 9:45 pm and my boss had just said something I couldn’t 

quite process….….“Rob was killed”……...(silence)………“and two of his daughters.” 
 

Thus begun two of the most difficult and rewarding weeks of my life as I found myself 
thrust into the middle of God’s work to care for a widow and seven children devastated 

by a tornado that struck their home and killed Rob (48), Tori (20) and Rebekah (14). 
 

Our connections with the Tittle family are many. They attend our church, Rob worked at 

FamilyLife and he and I regularly had lunch together to discuss the challenges of leading 

a large family. Because of these many ties,  Karaña and I found ourselves in the midst of 

the most intimate of family moments from the hospital on Sunday night to choosing cas-

kets to the family room at the funeral.  Because of my leadership role at both FamilyLife 

and the Bible Church of Little Rock, I quickly became the point person for the Tittle family 
relief efforts. 
 

From my front row seat, I have been overwhelmed at the grace 

of God poured out into the lives of Kerry Tittle and her chil-

dren. I was awed on the Monday after when she reflected on 

God’s faithfulness, saying ”How good of God to only take two 

children who clearly knew the Lord and to not leave the rest 

orphaned.” I was blown away as I first heard a song written, 
recorded and uploaded in 9 hours by a family friend in Wash-

ington.  That song was later used at the funeral as part of a 

photo memorial and can be seen here. I have spoken to broth-

ers and sisters from every part of our nation who have been moved in various ways to 

care for widows and orphans in their distress (James 1:27).   But most of all, I have seen 

how the body of Christ can help carry the load for those in distress. 
 

The road for Kerry and her seven surviving children will be long and it has just begun. 

God has proven faithful to provide grace for each day.  Please pray for Karaña and me as 

we walk with her in the months and years to come, providing financial and spiritual 

counsel on this difficult road. Most of all, pray for the Tittles for God to be very near to the 

broken-hearted and that they will find their comfort in him”. 
 

     When I read this for the first time I was deeply touched and thankful to be part of 

a ministry that’s not afraid to step into the lives of those that are suffering, with the 

hope of God’s grace.  But I was also reminded of how many of you came alongside to 

help in much the same way when Cheryl and I were going through our difficult times 

and needed to see the love of Christ lived out by others.  Our God is truly a god of 

mercy and grace and even thru the most devastating challenges of this life, He will 

use His own to step into the lives of others.  Thank you 

for standing with me as I strive to do that as well!! 

June 2014 

   Serving with FAMILYLIFE and Cru 

Sandy Spangler 

Praises and Prayers 
 

• Praise-  For the privi-

lege to help train 40+ 

new missionary staff in 

Orlando May 10-17 
 

• Praise-  For grandbaby 

#5 (girl).  Kinley Cheryl 

Gernentz entered the 

world April 17th and 

she’s already captured 

my heart. 
 

• Pray-  For me as I am 

still adjusting to my new 

added responsibilities 

here in the office.  June 

25-28 will be my 1st 

official Ministry Preview 

to oversee.  We have 6 

potential missionary 

staff couples coming to 

consider if FamilyLife is 

what the Lord has for 

their future ministry. 
 

• Praise-  For the oppor-

tunities to see and speak 

to many old friends at 

Leroy Community 

Chapel and Champion 

Presbyterian Church 

over the last couple 

months.  I was blessed 

beyond measure and 

hope they were as well. 
 

• Pray-  for my busy new 

staff training schedule 

this spring and summer 

with trainings already 

planned for Orlando July 

5-12  and Little Rock 

July 18-22 and the pos-

sibility of at least one 

more.  

In HIS Grip to Eternity, 
Sandy        
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