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Sandy and Sharon 

  

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven:  Ecclesiastes 3:1 

Dear Ministry Partners, 

As I have been reflecting on the fourteen statements following the verse above, I am confident I can personally connect to 
each one at some point in my over 68 years on planet earth.  I was certainly born, and I will eventually die and on and on 
they go until we get to a time for war which I experienced physically in Vietnam and eventually my time of peace through 
my relationship with Jesus Christ.  Countless songs from old gospel hymns to modern day rap have taken at least part of 
their lyrics from these seven verses and maybe more than any other passage of scripture have been used in that descriptive 
way.  But in my opinion, what it really comes down to is the cycle of life we are privileged to live out daily, the one that 
God planned for each of us as culminated in the last three words of verse 11a of that same chapter-- He has made 
everything beautiful “in its time.” 

I would be the first to admit life doesn’t always feel beautiful at the time we are living it out and especially when we come to 
forks in the road as we discern God’s plan in serving Him most effectively.  Often times the things we love most are taken 
away as God redirects how He will use us most effectively in the future.  Such as leaving close family members (the only 
place we’d ever lived) our jobs, our church and great friends in 1996 to move to Little Rock and serve with FamilyLife.  It 
was a tough move for all of us, but it soon became beautiful as God allowed us to develop deep meaningful relationships 
with ministry partners like you and fellow staff members in Little Rock and around the world that anchored us through the 
hard times especially during the 18 months of battle we faced before Cheryl’s graduation into heaven. 

The main topic of the prayerletter this month is to let you know we are currently at another fork in the road and the direction 
we are confident God is asking us to take.  After much prayer and the counsel of family and close friends, we believe God is 
telling us our time on staff with FamilyLife and Cru is coming to an end…so He can prepare us for a new way to serve Him 
in the future.  As we begin to make plans for that next step, we want you as our faithful ministry partners to hear it from us 
first and not through social media even though we are not leaving staff for several months.  With that said we also covet 
your prayers as we will eventually be leaving a ministry with Cru and FamilyLife that has become a part of who we are, and 
we realize there will be a grieving process in doing that which will take time.  It is important for you to know we will 
continue to serve in some way with FamilyLife as volunteers because the battle for marriage and family rages on and the 
need is great. 

You are probably wondering what the timing of this will look like.  Our plan is that we will continue with our current 
responsibilities through the fiscal year and our last day at the FamilyLife office and as Cru Missionary Staff will be August 
31, 2018.  I must say it is hard for me to read what I just typed, but we are both confident this is the direction God is moving 
us-- so we will follow.  But even in sharing that date, Cru has graciously extended both Sharon and I three months of 
severance pay to help in our transition off staff that will extend through November 30, 2018 as long as there are funds in our 
staff account to cover it.  So, we are asking you to continue with your regular monthly contributions through November if at 
all possible.  In next month’s prayerletter we will let you know how to stop or redirect your giving after that time as well as 
where we feel the Lord is leading us in the future. 

As we conclude the letter for this month, which may be a lot for all of us to take in, we both want you to know how much we 
love and appreciate each of you.  Since 1995 God has used many of you to mold and chisel our character as well as fuel the 
fire in our hearts (and that would include Cheryl) to serve the Lord with all we have.  Marriage and family ministry has been 
the vehicle God has used to share our experiences with others about His love, but the Great Commission has always been the 
driving force in our passion to serve Him and that will never change. 
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