
Dear Ministry Partners, 
 

     If there is anything we can be sure of, it is we live in a world of change and for the 

most part, I’m ok with that.  However I am also thankful that we can be sure that our 

God will never change and that everything we encounter in life has been sifted 

through His hands for our good.  Over the past couple weeks I have been focusing my 

quiet time on Ecclesiastes 3: 1-10, which is why I am confident that was what Solo-

mon was trying to share with all of us in this passage.  I appreciate how Matthew 

Henry’s Commentary explains Solomon’s thought in these verses and felt led to 

share it as my prayerletter for the month of April, as we all prepare for the greatest 

event in the history of mankind; the empty tomb and fact that CHRIST HAS RISEN!!!. 
 

“Solomon having shown the vanity of studies, pleasures, and business, and made it to 

appear that happiness is not to be found in the schools of the learned, nor in the gar-

dens of Epicurus, nor upon the exchange, he proceeds, in this chapter, further to prove 
his doctrine, and the inference he had drawn from it, That therefore we should cheer-

fully content ourselves with, and make use of, what God has given us, by showing, I. The 

mutability of all human affairs (v. 1–10). II. The immutability of the divine counsels 

concerning them and the unsearchableness of those counsels (v. 11–15). III. The vanity 
of worldly honour and power, which are abused for the support of oppression and per-

secution if men be not governed by the fear of God in the use of them (v. 16). For a 

check to proud oppressors, and to show them their vanity, he reminds them, 1. That 

they will be called to account for it in the other world (v. 17). 2. That their condition, in 
reference to this world (for of that he speaks), is no better than that of the beasts (v. 18

–21). And therefore he concludes that it is our wisdom to make use of what power we 

have for our own comfort, and not to oppress others with it.”  The commentary then 

goes on to conclude; 
 

“The scope of these verses is to show, 1. That we live in a world of changes, that the sev-

eral events of time, and conditions of human life, are vastly different from one another, 

and yet occur promiscuously, and we are continually passing and repassing between 

them, as in the revolutions of every day and every year. In the wheel of nature (Jam. 

3:6) sometimes one spoke is uppermost and by and by the contrary; there is a constant 

ebbing and flowing, waxing and waning; from one extreme to the other does the fash-

ion of this world change, ever did, and ever will. 2. That every change concerning us, 

with the time and season of it, is unalterably fixed and determined by a supreme power; 

and we must take things as they come, for it is not in our power to change what is ap-

pointed for us. And this comes in here as a reason why, when we are in prosperity, we 

should by easy, and yet not secure—not to be secure because we live in a world of changes and therefore have no rea-

son to say, To-morrow shall be as this day (the lowest valleys join to the highest mountains), and yet to be easy, and, as 

he had advised (ch. 2:24), to enjoy the good of our labor, in a humble dependence upon God and his providence, neither 

lifted up with hopes, nor cast down with fears, but with evenness of mind expecting every event.” 

     As you prepare for this special season of celebrating the cross and the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 

please know that you are in my thoughts and prayers often.  Without your  partnership, especially over my last year 

of changes it would have been even more difficult to embrace the fact that, He does make everything beautiful in 

His time! 

April 2014 

   Serving with FAMILYLIFE® and Cru 

Sandy Spangler 

 

Praises and Prayers 
 

• Praise-  For the special 

time we had as a family 

while I was back in Ohio 

and Indiana March 27 - 

April 2, to celebrate the 

1st anniversary of 

Cheryl’s passing into 

Glory. 
 

• Pray-  For my daughter, 

Michelle who is due any 

day with grandbaby #5 

(girl).  This will be the 

first time for Michelle 

not to have Cheryl close 

by for support and en-

couragement during this 

special time in her life. 
 

• Pray-  For me as I am 

still adjusting to my new 

responsibilities here in 

the office.  I am enjoying 

the challenges of incor-

porating 2 great groups 

of  talented staff into 1 

team and hope they are 

as well. 

In HIS Grip to Eternity, 
Sandy        
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