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Dear Ministry Partner, 

 
     As most of you already know on March 31, 2013, my partner in ministry and the love of my 
earthly life went to be with Jesus.   During the final worship song of our online Easter service 
her parents, Dave and Priscilla Manley and I had the privilege of being at her side as she went 
to THE ULTIMATE WORSHIP SERVICE in the presence of her KING.  My heart breaks for 
those of us she left behind, but rejoices that she now has the new body she was promised by 
her Savior.  Cheryl’s journey here on earth is complete, but her legacy will live on for genera-

tions to come through those of us she shared life with. 

     Cheryl was always passionate about sharing our lives with you through our prayer letters, so 
I have decided over the next couple months to focus on some of the highlights of Cheryl’s life 
and Journey to Eternity.  In all honesty, writing this is probably beneficial for me as I process 
my grief and loss. I hope this will also help you see how God used her for HIS glory through 
life as well as through this difficult journey with cancer.  I also pray it will encourage you as 

you face the difficult challenges of your own life to place your hope in Jesus, the only One that defeated death so that we 
might live.  And finally, I hope it will let you know just how much you have been, and will continue to be, a part of lives 
being changed for the Kingdom as part of our ministry team.  I’ll start with the final post I placed on her CaringBridge site 

the day after her “Celebration of Life” service in Ohio.  

Cheryl’s CaringBridge post written by Sandy from April 9, 2013 

     As I prepare to post this final entry into Cheryl’s CaringBridge Site, my heart is filled with many different emotions 

highlighted by joy, with a mixture of some grief.  Last night, after the second of two incredible "Celebration of Cheryl's 

Life" services in Arkansas and Ohio, I said my earthly goodbye to the "Love of my Life", one who most of you have known 

as Cheryl.  Both services were amazing in many ways, yet bittersweet in others, which is hard to explain unless you were 

there to witness them firsthand. 

 

     This morning I woke giving thanks for the almost 34 years that God allowed us to share life and love together.  A life 

that was lived with purpose to have an eternal impact on our children, 

grandchildren and especially me.  There is no doubt I am a better man to-

day than I was before I met her because of the way she loved God, her fam-

ily, and me and because she wouldn’t settle for second best from herself or 

from me.  After meeting Jesus with me at a FamilyLife Marriage Confer-

ence in 1990, she became a woman on a mission to leave a godly legacy 

and I was fortunate enough to share that passion with her. 

 

     Oh yes, we will miss a lot of things about having her here with us, in-

cluding her beautiful smile, her love to have fun with family and friends, 

and her desire to make the most out of every minute 

she had with her grandchildren.  She had a burning 

desire to see that I became the man God wanted me 

to be in leading our family and found encouraging ways to push me to that end.  She shared that 

wisdom with other women helping them encourage their husbands as well.  Like it or not, we will 

all take the time needed to grieve the loss of Cheryl, but at the same time, we will treasure the 

memories she left with us as her legacy, until we see her again.  We will take comfort in the many 

lives and marriages she touched during her time with us including ours.  But most of all, I believe 

we will learn from the way she finished the journey to meet her Savior. 

 

     As I have taken some time over this past week to walk back through the postings on her Caring-

Serving with FamilyLife - a division of Campus Crusade for Christ Int. (Cru) 



Bridge Journal, the theme that stands out to me again and again is “intentional”.  She lived with a 

purpose to the very last day and that was to take as many people with her to heaven as possible.  She 

seldom preached what she wrote or spoke; instead, she chose to live and model the life of a follower of 

Christ.  And her greatest desire, especially over the past 18 month journey with her cancer, was that 

you would see a little of Jesus in her life and eventually want that for yourselves. 

 

     I cannot close this post without sharing how blessed I have felt to be a part of this journey to 

Cheryl’s eternal home with her.  Yes, I do hate this disease 

called cancer and the fact that it took Cheryl’s life away from 

me for a season makes it even more personal.  Make no mis-

take, this has been the most difficult road I have ever traveled 

in my life, but even with that said, it holds many fond memories during the journey it-

self.   As I have shared with many over the past week, Cheryl and I got a lot out of life 

over the past 18 months even with her health problems and I wouldn’t trade them for 

anything, including more time.  We had never been closer to God or each other than as 

we were walking this journey together hand in hand.  It is probably not one I would 

wish on anyone else but should the Lord allow, I can testify He will provide everything 

needed to eventually make it full of joy. 

 

     So I close this post appropriately with the Psalm that was read at Cheryl’s graveside service yes-

terday.  I say “appropriately” because praising God as this Psalm talks about in good times and dif-

ficult times is the only way to find real joy like Cheryl had.  I pray it will give you the same peace and 

comfort it gives me as I start this new chapter in my life without Cheryl at my side.  A new chapter 

God prepared for me before the beginning of time that Cheryl wouldn’t want me to miss because her 

life and love prepared me for it. 

 

Praise the Lord.  Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. Praise him for his 

acts of power;  praise him for his surpassing greatness.  Praise him with the sounding of the trum-

pet, praise him with the harp and lyre,  praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with 

the strings and flute, praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. 

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord.    Psalm 150   (NIV) 

As I close this prayer letter, I know that many of you have questions as to what is on the horizon for our (now my) ministry with 

FamilyLife and Cru.  Over the past six months Cheryl and I had many conversations concerning what would be the next chapter 

in my life and ministry if God were to take her home.  We both agreed God has something for me to finish for the Kingdom here 

as a supported Cru staff member with FamilyLife before I meet her in eternity and to miss it would grieve us both.  So with 

Cheryl’s encouragement and your ongoing partnership, I will continue in my present role with FamilyLife and Cru as long as the 

Lord gives me breath and the ministries have a need. 

Still in HIS Grip to Eternity, 

Praises and Prayers for the Month of AprilPraises and Prayers for the Month of AprilPraises and Prayers for the Month of AprilPraises and Prayers for the Month of April    
• Praise - For two God-honoring “Celebration of Life” services for Cheryl in Arkansas and Ohio.  God has already started to use 

both of those services to bring glory to Himself. 

• Praise - That God continues to carry me and my family through each and every hour as we grieve through the loss of our beloved 

daughter, wife, mom, grammy and friend, Cheryl 

• Pray -  For me and my team at FamilyLife as I will step back into my responsibilities for managing the team after working part-

time from home for over a year and being out of the office for the past two months while being a caregiver to Cheryl. 

• Praise - That God is and always has been sovereign, walking with me (us) every step of the way on the journey He has me (us) on 

to eternity. 

• Praise - That God surrounded Cheryl and me with a very special support system here in Little Rock and around the country that 

lifted us up in prayer and provided for many of our needs during the past 18 months as we walked the difficult road to her eternity. 

• Pray -  That I would have my hands and heart open to what God has for me as I enter this new chapter of life. 


