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Dear «Short Name», 

 

     As we start our18th year in ministry, God continues to bless us with the privilege of your presence in our lives and ministry. 

Sandy and I thank the Lord for how He has cared for us in and through you. Your gifts over the years have allowed us to experi-

ence God’s provision for our labor beyond our greatest expectation.   We are also blessed to have so many praying for us sacrifi-

cially so that the Lord might use us to touch marriages and families with His love even through these challenging times.  You are 

special friends who holds us up with a prayer on your lips when we are down and also sends encouragement with a stamp as the 

Lord leads. Words can never express how much we appreciate you! 

 

     We are also blessed beyond measure when we reflect on our children, grandchil-

dren and family members back in Ohio.  It would take a long time to count all those 

blessings even if we only looked back on the past few months which have been an 

amazing journey by itself and one of the 

reasons we found it difficult to send out a 

PrayerLetter last month. 

 

     It started in mid-December with a spe-

cial trip back to Ohio to focus on the real 

meaning of Christmas, celebrating with our kids and grandkids.  It was also about fun 

because this Grammy is about having fun whenever possible and we started with our 

annual trip to Cleveland’s Tower City where the grandkids spent the afternoon watch-

ing the Toy Soldier and riding the train.  This year Sandy and I had to bow out due to 

a bad cold but we kept up via iPhone pictures.  Next it was Christmas day and we 

gathered enough work and gift iPads for all the grandkids to take a turn with the free game apps.  Kendalyn, Michelle’s youngest 

and Cheryl’s dad ,Papa decided to take a spin on the iPad as well.  He wasn’t catching on as fast as her littler finger thought he 

should so instead she got out the old board book for him to look at Elmo with her 

instead.  And then there was cut-out cookies to add to the slimming figure line.  It 

really was a special time and we hated to see it come to an end after Christmas as 

we returned to snow in Arkansas, believe it or not! 

  

     Surprisingly, within a week we found ourselves flying back to Ohio for a few 

days to celebrate the “Home Going” of a dear friend and follower of Christ.  Con-

sidering all the travel between the two visits and the many friends and supporters 

we were able to connect with, we were both surprised at how well Cheryl seemed 

to be holding up considering the liver surgery she had had in late October.  We 

returned home after staying only a few days of the second visit in time for Sandy 

to train some new FamilyLife Staff over the weekend at FamilyLife Headquarters.  It was our plan to take a 

few days off work to rest after the busy travel and training schedule but God had other plans. 

     It became obvious within a few days after returning to Little Rock that something was not quite right as 

my ability to communicate and think through simple processes was just not there.  Within a few hours of 

seeing the doctor I was admitted to the hospital for an MRI and a brain tumor was located in the right frontal 

section of my brain and I was scheduled for surgery to take place within a couple days.  As we planned for 

the surgery Sandy asked me if there was anything I wanted and I shared with him that I wanted all the kids 

and grandkids to be together when I came home from the hospital.  We had some incredible friends come 

alongside us help pay for airplane tickets for kids, grandkids and my parents as well to be there.  We also 

had some special FamilyLife staff that organized childcare and meals for the week they were here. What a 

sweet time it was to be together.        (over) 

Serving with FamilyLife - a division of Campus Crusade for Christ Int. (Cru) 

 



    Praises and Prayers for the MonthPraises and Prayers for the MonthPraises and Prayers for the MonthPraises and Prayers for the Month    
• Praise -  For you, our ministry partner who continues to encourage us, pray for us and support us financially.  Our yearend 

response was over and above what we had asked and prayed for.  We can not imagine going through something like this 

without you in our corner.  You are truly partners in every sense of the word.  Thanks for your friendship and care.  God is 

being glorified through your worship of giving.  We love and appreciate you. 

• Praise - For the new staff we were privileged to help trained over the past 12 months.  Pray that each of them would report 

to their assignments quickly. 

• Pray - That Sandy and I would continue to stay healthy. 

• Pray - That we would glorify God as we explore other treatment options for me considering my oncologist here in Little 

Rock seems to think we are now very limited in our choices for my type of cancer here in Little Rock.  These are anxious 

days for both of us as we trust in the Lord for direction. 

• Praise - God continues to carry us through each and every day, putting people in our path that need to know the love of 

Christ.  Pray we would be bold in our faith during these encounters. 

• Pray -  For Sandy as he works and ministers to me.  We will need to make some decisions soon about whether he will need 

to cut back on some of his responsibilities if we have to consider other locations outside of Little Rock for my treatments. 

•  Praise - That God is souvenir and walks with us every step of the way on the journey He has us on to eternity. 

     As special as it was to have everyone here for a week it was good to have 

some peace and quiet for me to rest after they all returned home. Not long after 

the last trip to the airport my brother Bob, who has never been to Little Rock, 

decided he would surprise me with a visit to see how I was doing.  His visit 

was a wonderful time for he and I to really 

talk about some things we had never really 

taken the time to do before.  I will say that 

during his visit, due to the steroids I was still 

on, he was more than impressed at how much 

of an appetite I had considering most of the 

time he was here we were eating. 

     If you are one of our a financial partners, we have included with your prayer letter this 

month a Ministry Partner Certificate for you to use  to attend a WTR at a reduced rate.  

We would love for you to experience a refreshing romantic getaway weekend this year.   

If there is just no way you can go this year, please pass this on to someone God has laid 

on your heart.  Let’s face it, we are not perfect so we are all walking this journey, trying to 

become more holy.  We could all use a tune up, even your co-worker, a parent, a child and 

their spouse or spouse to be.  We are praying that every coupon that is sent out will be 

turned back in to register for an event. 

 

     As I close, please know we are thankful for your prayers and will continue updates as I 

have time on my CaringBridge 

Site so I will not forget anyone that wants to be updated.  We 

continue to keep our eyes on the One that love us as He carries 

us over this bump in the road to my recovery. 

P.S.  If you gave a special year-end gift during the past three 

months and did not receive a personal note from us, please con-

tact us, we may not have received it.  If the Lord is still prompt-

ing you to give, it is not too late. 


