
Serv ing w ith Fami lyL i fe to make every home a godly home 

Sandy “for”  Cheryl Spangler 

Happy 2014 Ministry Partners, 
 

     It seems like a long time since my last prayerletter, and there’s not enough room here to share everything that’s happened 

over the past month. However I’ll do my best to share what God’s been doing this past month in these few paragraphs. 
 

     In mid-December I made the annual track back to Ohio to spend time with the kids and grandkids for the Christmas holi-

day. It has been our tradition for the last 18 years since moving to Arkansas for Cheryl and me to stay with her parents during 

this time to catch up with them, and I decided to do that again this year. As difficult as it was for all of us to spend this special 

time celebrating the birth of our Savior without Cheryl, we took great comfort in knowing she 

is celebrating the ultimate Christmas in heaven where we will join her someday soon. 
 

     As a family, we spent our time together revisiting many old traditions, like making cook-

ies and making the annual trip to downtown Cleveland to see the toy soldier and take a ride 

on the train. But we also came up with some new traditions like wrapping Christmas presents 

in plain cardboard boxes (truth is it was only me), which Cheryl would never have put up 

with. We laughed, we cried, we celebrated, and as usual we ate more than we should have. 

But most of all we just spent time together remembering past Christmas’ and how Grammy 

had touched each of our lives, during those special times and dreaming about what God had 

in mind for our future before we get to see her again. I personally believe those memories and expectations were the best 

Christmas present she could have ever given us, and I doubt we will ever forget this first Christmas together without her. 
 

     Once the new year arrived there was plenty to do in preparation for the jumpstart training of 

seven new FamilyLife staff couples. What a privilege it is for me to continue training staff who 

God has called to be a part of reaching families and marriages for Christ. After an intense five-

day training last weekend, the picture on the left is of four of those couples reciting their oath as 

they prepare for their journey in raising their initial ministry partner team up. Your partnership in 

my ministry with these trainings is making a difference through couples like these that you are 

helping to prepare for ministry. Thank you for standing in the gap with me in this critical area. 
 

     Because many of you were so generous with your end of year gifts, the shortfall of monthly 

giving and ministry expenses that I was experiencing at the end last year has been wiped clean. 

As of today I am starting 2014 fully funded with no outstanding ministry or medical expenses for the first time in almost 3 

years. To God be the glory, for the way he blesses me through you!  

       Enjoying the Journey to Eternity with You, 

January 2014 
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Praises and Prayers 
• Praise-  For the many prayers from all of you that our family felt as we celebrated the birth of our Savior together in Northeast 

Ohio, without Cheryl for the first time. 

• Praise- For safe travel over the holidays through the winter weather for me and for Michelle and her family as we gather to-

gether with Matthew and his family and Cheryl's parents in what can sometimes be a winter wonderland in Northeast, Ohio. 

• Pray- For me as I have decided it will soon be time to remove Cheryl’s picture and name from what has been our prayer letter 

for more than 18 years since coming on staff with FamilyLife. Although she will always be a part of the ministry we started 
together, and I am sure I will continue to share things about her often, it was never her desire to make this prayerletter a memo-

rial for her after God took her home. 

• Pray- For the seven new FamilyLife couples we just finished training last week and sent off to start building their ministry 

partner team. 

• Pray- For me as the ministry has asked me to consider taking on some additional responsibilities here in the FamilyLife office. 

If I decide the Lord is leading me to accept these new responsibilities it means I may have to cut back on some of the travel 

and trainings that Cheryl and I have enjoyed doing for the past 10 years. 

Cookie making & grandkids 

Oath taken by new staff 


