
Serv ing  w i th  Fami lyL i fe  to  make every  home a  god ly  hom e 

Sandy & Cheryl Spangler 

Dear Friends, 

 

I heard myself sharing with a group of staff at a recent training the same talk I’d done countless times before on the Privi-

leges and Responsibilities of being Called to Ministry. BUT, after a 2 1/2 hour conversation the day before with a surgeon 

God had provided for the next journey in our lives, somehow it became far more personal than it had in a long time. During 

that talk I remind the staff that God is far more concerned with our character than He is about our comfort and if He has 

called us to a ministry and the journey to get there, He will provide all we need to accomplish that calling to glorify Himself. 

Our only responsibility is to be obedient and thankful He has given us the opportunity to be used by Him for His purposes. 

 

Most of the time those words send a picture of how deeply God cares for us and the wonderful plan He has for our lives and 

our ministries. However there are times when what we see as the next step in that wonderful plan is not one that makes sense 

to us, nor is it one that we would have chosen for ourselves. That can become the challenge if we are to take seriously what 

scripture has to say about giving thanks in all things, at least for me. 

 

Thank God no matter what happens. This is the way God wants you who belong to Jesus Christ to live. 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 (The Message) 

 

For those of you we don’t have email addresses for, the next step in our wonderful plan is a battle with breast cancer Cheryl 

was diagnosed with several weeks ago. I won’t take up a lot of space to go into the detail here other then to say a little over a 

month ago Cheryl found a lump in her right breast and underarm. After a trip to our family doctor, on to an ultrasound and 

eventually a biopsy the final diagnosis was made and our new journey began. Because we want to keep you informed every 

step of the way as to how God is being glorified through this journey, Cheryl has set up a blog where you can follow her 

progress. The link to the site is https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/cherylspangler/createorsignin and simply insert your 

email address and it will take you directly to her Journal page. 

 

At this time, we have no plans to stop doing what God has called us to do here 

at FamilyLife and for Campus Crusade for Christ, but it will probably look a 

little different over the next 10 to 12 months according to what the doctors are 

telling us. Our greatest desire for ministry is still the same and that is to build 

the Kingdom of God through strong marriages and families One Home at a 

Time and to do it in a way that says we belong to Jesus Christ. 

 

So, no matter what happens on our journey from this point forward, we still 

have control over one thing and that is our attitude of thanksgiving. We are 

humbled and thankful that you have chosen to continue on this journey with 

us. We appreciate your prayers and words encouragement they give us the 

strength to thank God, no matter what happens. 

 

In closing, we would like to remind you, later this month we will be sending 

out a letter with some unmet financial needs for 2011, including those from 

Cheryl’s recent diagnosis and treatment. As you prayerfully consider your 

yearend giving for 2011, and if the Lord leads it would be an encouragement 

and another answer to our prayers. 

 

In HIS Grip for Eternity, 

November 1, 2011 

Thanksgiving Praises and Prayers 

Praise — Cheryl had her 1st chemo 

treatment Oct 28th and is doing well 

Pray — That I (Sandy) would stay 

healthy and have the strength to 

thankfully serve my bride of 30 years 

through this difficult time 

Praise — That we are both feeling 

closer to God and each other through 

this journey. 

Praise — for the people God is plac-

ing in our path during this unexpected 

journey that have ministered to us and 

those we have had the opportunity to 

minister to, what a privilege!! 

Praise — for your faithful prayer and 

financial support allowing us to con-

tinue serving the Body of Christ. 
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