
Serv ing  w i th  Fami lyL i fe  to  make every  home a  god ly  hom e 

Sandy & Cheryl Spangler 

Dear «Short Name», 

 

We had 80+ new staff that we were training in Orlando last month, along with some guests from other ministries.  We love to hear 

the stories of how God uses experiences in life to draw people to serve Him in a number of different ways.  One of the couples we 

had the privilege to train was a guest from Trans World Radio ministry who shared this story with us in her own words.  
 

Last Christmas, we received a “What God Wants for Christmas” nativity set from a friend at FamilyLife. Our 3

-year old son, Eli, was so excited to have a “ativity” (as he called it) that he could play with. He was eager to open 

all the boxes at once but we explained to him that we would open one every night and that gave him something to 

look forward to. 

  

The first night, we read through the devotional and opened a box together. The next 

morning, Eli asked me, “Mommy, when can I ask Jesus to come and live in my 

heart?” and I told him, “Someday, when you’re ready, buddy.” The same thing hap-

pened days two and three. On the fourth night, after reading the devotional and open-

ing the box, Eli said, “Daddy, Mommy, I want to ask Jesus to come and live in my heart.” In typical “mom” 

fashion, I said, “Eli, someday when you’re ready, you can ask Jesus to come and live in your heart.” Eli looked 

at me with the most determined look on his face and said, “Mommy, I’m ready now.” So Chris said, “Okay, 

buddy, go ahead and ask him.” Eli said to Chris, “I want to, but I don’t know the words to pray.” So Chris led 

him in a prayer. Normally, Eli is wiggly during family prayer time, but this time, he was so focused and sincere. The next morning when he 

got up, the first thing he said to me was, “Mommy, I am so happy that Jesus lives in my heart and I get to be with Him forever!” 

  

I’ll admit, at first, I was a little worried or skeptical. But we have seen the change in our son. He is convicted when he sins and often con-

fesses to us, even when we didn’t know he’d done something. He is much less fearful of things and frequently reminds us that God is in 

control. Last April, a tornado came down our street—we only had a few minutes warning.  As the power went out and we felt our home 

begin to shake, it was Eli who said, “We need to pray that the Lord will keep us safe” and then he proceeded to pray this simple prayer, 

“Dear Jesus, thank you for this day. Thank you for my mommy and daddy 

and thank you for loving me. And Jesus, please keep us safe from the 

“tomado. (tornado)” Amen.” 
  

When the storm passed, we found that our home was undamaged but many 

others were not so fortunate. As we began to help with clean-up, Eli jumped 

in full force, assisting in any way a 3-year old can. Even now, as we pass 

homes that are still damaged, he will spontaneously pray out loud for the 

people living there. 

  

Chris and I want to thank all of the people serving with FamilyLife! Lives are 

being changed and Jesus is being glorified through your ministry! 

  

Warmest Regards, 
Heather  

 

Thanks for helping to make a difference in Eli’s life and thousands of 

other boys and girls that will be opening the little boxes this Christmas 

season.  What a great way to encourage your children, grandkids, chil-

dren’s class mates and neighbors etc.   
 

If you are a part of our financial team and would like a nativity, please 

call or email us and we will send one to you. Let us help you minister to 

your family and others.  
 

PS  Grateful to the Lord 4 U! 

Oct 17, 2011 

Praises and Prayers 
 

Praise — for the conclusion of our Fall Campus 

Crusade “Ministry Partner Development” training 

season. During those 4 trainings we had the oppor-

tunity to work with over 200 Cru missionary staff 

along with at least 20 missionaries from several 

other mission organizations. What a privilege it is 

to serve the Body of Christ in this way.  

Pray — for a recent medical concern involving 

Cheryl that we will be updating you on as soon as 

we have more details allowing you to pray more 

specifically. 

Praise — that God continues to provide the passion  

for our ministry. 

Praise for the couples that will be attending 

FamilyLife events this fall. 

Pray— Cheryl will be attending a Precepts Bible 

Study of the book of Isaiah.  Pray that she would 

find the time to study and that God would use it in 

her life. 

Praise — for your faithful prayer and financial sup-

port to our ministry with FamilyLife. 
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