
Serv ing  w i th  Fami lyL i fe  to  make every  home a  god ly  home 

Sandy & Cheryl Spangler 

Dear Ministry Partner, 

 
I can remember feeling a twinge of anxiety when Francis Chan (who was one of our keynote speakers 

at staff conference last month) said that the Holy Spirit was leading him to deliver a different message 

than what he prepared.  The Holy Spirit had taken him to Revelation 3:1-6, which is Jesus’ letter to the 

church at Sardis. "I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead … Re-

member, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent.” (3:1b,3) Francis must have felt a lot 

like one of the Old Testament prophets, having to deliver a hard message and not knowing how his au-

dience might receive it. 

 
He went on to share part of his own story. He came to faith in Christ as a high school student and was 

passionate about telling everyone he came in contact with the good news of Jesus Christ. That contin-

ued through college and he then became a youth pastor. However, before long he admitted, he was liv-

ing a lie. And he had to go to the church elders and then confess to his students that he was not who he 

appeared to be … his character did not line up with his reputation. He felt compelled to step out of min-

istry for a period of time to reexamine his heart motives. 

 
His question for us was, “Are you more concerned about your reputation or your character?” 

I had to examine my own heart … It has taken me some time to do that examination with integ-

rity and I’ve had to acknowledge that I spend more energy considering what people think about 

me than I do about what God thinks. In other words, I’m more 

concerned about my reputation than I am my character. That’s 

hard to put on paper … I think I  need to spend a little more 

time with God each day so I can see who I am more clearly. 

 
After staff conference we drove to 

Cincinnati in time for our daughter, 

Michelle to deliver our 4th grand-

child.   Josh and Michelle are the 

proud parents of Kendalyn Rae who arrived 

Aug3rd at 12:08 pm weighing in at 6 lbs. 8 oz 

and 19 inches long.  She is a precious gift to us 

from the Father and we are praising him for the 

addition to our family.   

 
If you haven’t heard, after years of con-

sideration Campus Crusade for Christ 

will be changing its name to Cru.  

 
The information on the back of this letter 

will explain that decision more fully. We 

like the new name and appreciate the 

heart behind the leadership’s decision to make the change. 

 

Thanks for your continued friendship and commitment to us and the min-

istry.  It has been a summer of being 

blessed beyond measure. 

 

August 29, 2011 

Praises and PrayersPraises and PrayersPraises and PrayersPraises and Prayers    
 

• Praise - For the birth of our 4 grandchild Kendalyn 

Rae Gernentz, both baby and our daughter Michelle 

are doing well.  Big brother, Kole is getting used to 

her being around. 

• Praise - for the special time of encouragement and 

motivation we received at the US Staff Conference 

in Fort Collins, CO with 5,000+ other Cru staff. 

• Pray - during our fall season.  We have 3 trainings 

in Sept and Oct.  These are long days for us. 

• Praise - That God continues to provide the passion  

for our ministry and lives are being exposed to the 

Gospel. 

• Pray - Cheryl will be attending a Precepts Bible 

Study of the book of Isaiah.  Pray that she would 

find the time to study and that God would use it to 

draw her closer to Him. 
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Francis Chan pastor/author 

of Crazy Love, Forgotten God 

& newest book, Erasing Hell 

Worship with 5000 other staff 

AWESOME 


