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Chairman’s Remarks 
    The new Season has started well. All three classes are up 

and running but all could do with more dancers. Please 

encourage your friends to join us. 

    The Day School was a brilliant day. Pat Houghton ran two 

excellent classes. She stretched the experienced dancers in 

the morning and had something for every one in the all-

ability afternoon class. It was really pleasing to see several 

dances from the Sunday Beginners class in attendance. 

    The Autumn Dance in its impromptu venue was socially a 

success. Nicky McMichen played very well. Thanks to 

Michael, Stephen and Judys’ tutition on Wednesdays over 

the weeks leading up to the dance I did not spend all night 

with a crib sheet in my hand (and folded in my waist band). 

    Looking to the future. It is horrifying to think that the 2018 

is nearly with us. We will be seeing in the New Year with our 

Hogmanay Party Dance. Tickets for this are now on sale. 

This is followed by our Nice and Easy Dance on 2nd March 

2018. The band Braes of Wansbeck are a group of very 

talented musicians who make a very different sound to the 

traditional Scottish band. It is worth coming just to hear the 

band. At this dance all the dances are walked through. It is 

aimed at people who are not experienced in attending dances 

but is suitable for everyone and attendance of more 

experienced dancers helps it go with a swing. 

    Before the next newsletter we will also have the Branch 

trip to Troon and the Spring Dance. The programmes for the 

Nice and Easy and the Spring dance will appear on the 

website as soon as they have been formatted. 

    As an experiment the first Wednesday in the month will 

now be social dancing led by dancers experienced in leading 

groups. Come along and try the first one on 7th February. 

    The Christmas Party Season will soon be upon us. See the 

dates elsewhere. Everyone is welcome at any of them. David 

and Jean will be leading the Monday event with Issy taking 

the Wednesday class. On Sunday I will be leading the 

dancing and it is always good to have experienced dancers 

join us to make the afternoon flow well. These are all Jacobs 

Joins. 

    The Christmas Card board will soon be up, please write 

Christmas greetings to everyone and give a donation. Money 

is given to Derian House Children’s Hospice. We have a 

raffle at Hogmanay Party Dance. The proceeds will also go 

to Derian House. Please help by donating Raffle Prizes - any 

committee member will be willing to receive these (no 

alcohol please, this is a Hall restriction). 

    Wishing you a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New 

Year.   Joan 

Photos taken at the Day 

School: 

The Day School, by Janet & Chris Moon 

    On Saturday 23/09/17 we attended our very first Ribble 

Valley RSCDS day school which was held at the Samlesbury 

Memorial Hall even though we were not sure what to expect. 

    We arrived after the morning session had ended at about 1 

p.m. along with fellow newcomers from the Sunday 

Afternoon Beginners class namely Anne, Wendy & 

Mike.  We joined the class with other Ribble Valley RSCDS 

dancers.  The teacher was Pat Houghton accompanied by the 

accordionist George Meikle & both were excellent.  Pat gave 

us plenty to concentrate on by teaching us how to improve 

our dance steps & our posture as well as new dances. 

    When the afternoon class ended we all enjoyed a delicious 

hot meal & desserts together with cups of tea.  It also gave us 

a chance to chat with our dancing colleagues. 

    We thoroughly enjoyed our first day school & would 

recommend it to all of our Ribble Valley RSCD 

colleagues.  We are looking forward to attending the next 

one. 

Forthcoming events 

Monday classes The All-Abilities class runs every Monday 

at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30 p.m., except Bank 

Holidays. Some experience is beneficial. This class will 

break for Christmas on 11 December, restarting on 8 January. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30 p.m. It will 

break for Christmas on 13 December, restarting on 10 

January. 

Sunday classes This dedicated beginners’ class is on 

Sundays, 2.30 to 4.30 p.m., at Euxton Community Centre. 

This class will break for Christmas on 3 December, restarting 

on 7 January. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2017, 8 p.m., at 

Samlesbury Memorial Hall. Recorded music will be used. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Friday 2 March 2018, 7.30 p.m., at 

Barton Village Hall, music by Deb Lees. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 28 April 2018, 7.15 p.m., at St. Martin’s 

Church Hall, Broadway, Fulwood, music by Alan Ross. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 11 August 2018, 7.15 p.m., at St. Martin’s 

Church Hall, Broadway, Fulwood, music by Frank Thomson. 



 

   

Future events 
 

Nice and Easy Dance 
2 March 2018 

Braes of Wansbeck 

Barton Village Hall 

All dances will be walked 
 

Spring Dance 
28 April 2018 

Alan Ross and his Band 

St Martin’s Church Hall, 

Fulwood 

Watch the website for the 

programmes 

Flyers will also be sent 

Special Wednesdays 
Social Dancing 

10 January, 7 February, 

7 March, 4 April 

Practice nights 

Trip – 18 April 

Spring Dance – 25 April 

Guest Teachers 

24 January – Issy 

28 February – Paula and David 

11 April  – Angela Ross 

Christmas Parties 
All dancers welcome at all! 

Sunday 3 December at Euxton 

Monday 11 December at Fulwood 

Wednesday 13 December at Goosnargh 

Special Mondays 
Social Dancing with David and Jean 

15 January, 19 February, 

19 March, 16 April 

Core Dances with Joan 

22 January, 26 February, 

26 March, 30 April 

Photos taken at 

the Autumn 

Dance: 

Results of Questionnaire 
    22 surveys were completed. Thank you. Not everyone 

answered all the questions! 

Changing the Wednesday Venue 

    18 of the people who replied attend Goosnargh on a 

Wednesday, 2 more only occasionally. 5 people wanted to 

move from the venue, 13 did not. Of the 13 we would 

probably lose 4 if we move. (5 said they would move.) A 

number of useful comments were made and a number of 

venues were mentioned. Summing up: People are concerned 

about the location of the new venue and whether the facilities 

are an improvement on Goosnargh Village Hall. The 

committee have decide that, at this point in time, moving 

from Goosnargh Village Hall is not the correct option. 

Developing a midweek afternoon class 

    8 people said they would like an afternoon class and would 

attend. 2 people said they would like an afternoon class but 

wouldn’t attend. A further 3 people were in favour of such a 

class but made no commitment. 7 said no to the development 

of an afternoon class. Summing up: Most of the 

questionnaires were filled in by people who attend the 

Wednesday class and so may not be representative of all the 

members of the Branch. The Committee are still looking into 

the possibilities of running such a class but a number of 

problems have arisen. More about this in the next newsletter. 

Social Dancing 
    On the first Wednesday in the month we will be having 

Social Dancing led by one of our members (not a teacher). 

This is an experiment for the next term and will then be 

reviewed. Please come along and support this venture. 

Help Please 
    All of our Classes are a bit low on numbers. So we need to 

think about how to attract new people to each class. The 

committee are going to discuss it at their January meeting. If 

anyone has any ideas on how to attract more people please 

let us know. Can you give John a call (01257 278400) to 

check if he has the contacts for your Community magazines 

however far away you live. If any one out there has contacts 

or experience in recruitment or contacts in the media can you 

share it with either John or Joan. 

Hogmanay Party Dance, 31 December 2017, 8 p.m. 

Samlesbury War Memorial Hall, PR5 0UY 

Recorded music 
Programme: 

Scott Meikle Muirland Willie 

Jennifer’s Jig Broadway 

The City of Belfast The Plantation Reel 

The Restless Ghost Judy’s Jig 

The Bees of Maggieknockater The Dream Catcher 

Sugar Candie Hooper’s Jig 

Staircase in Styria The Black Mountain Reel 

Birls Allowed New Year Jig 

The Deil amang the Tailors Mairi’s Wedding 

Extras: 

Don & Dee’s Reel, The Wild Geese, Father Connelly’s Jig 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, 

Preston, Lancs, PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, 

or to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 

 


