
 

   

RSCDS Ribble Valley Branch 

Newsletter No. 46, April 2015 
Registered charity no. 1061492       Website www.freewebs.com/rscdsribblevalley 

Chairman’s Remarks 
    We are only 3 months into the year and we have already 

had 3 major events and the 4th will soon be upon us. 

    Hogmanay was a resounding success in the new venue. 

We have booked the venue for next time. We were not at 

capacity but it will only take a few more if everyone comes 

back! The Nice and Easy with the excellent music of Robert 

Whitehead and his merry men was a great night. It gave me 

great pleasure to see the members of our beginner’s class 

enjoying the night, especially as one of them only started in 

January. 

    The Branch Trip to Glasgow was action packed. How 

many places did we visit? Who found they had time to be 

bored? The 6 piece band that Glasgow Branch found for the 

Saturday made the dancing easier for the excellent 

programme. Thanks must go to Jill for all her hard work in 

organising the trip. The live music from Deb, Roger and Phil 

added an extra dimension to the ceilidh on the Sunday night. 

It was excellent night because of all the acts that took part. 

Many thanks to those who ‘did’ something to entertain us. 

    Looking forward – the Spring Dance on 25th April is 

nearly with us on our new date, the 4th Saturday in April. We 

have a great band coming to us in Stuart Anderson’s Band. It 

will be good to see you there. 

    We will then be into the social dance season (more 

information on that later in this newsletter). All dancers 

welcome to these sessions, so bring along friends whose 

clubs have stopped for the season or who just want to try us 

out. The AGM on 24th June is not far off either. I look 

forward a good turn out at that. 

    Summer will soon be upon us and the highlight of the 

year, our Summer Ball, will be on 8th August with Nicol 

McLaren playing so there will be 3 dances out of our book 

and we should get the correct music for them. 

    Please remember there will be no dancing on Bank 

Holiday Mondays, and there are quite a few of those coming 

up. 

    Hoping you all have a good time over the next few months 

and find plenty of dancing to keep you going. 
    Joan 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The Beginners and Intermediate class runs 

every Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30, 

except Bank Holidays. The price per class is £2. We will 

finish for a summer break on 3 August, re-starting on 12 

September. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30. The price 

per class is £2. We will continue right through the summer. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 25 April 2015, 7.30 p.m., at Longridge 

Civic Hall, music by Stuart Anderson. This is a change from 

the usual date. It is planned to hold the dance at this time in 

future years. 

Annual General Meeting, Wed. 24 June 2015, 7.30 p.m., at 

Goosnargh Village Hall. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 8 August 2015, 7.00 p.m., at Longridge 

Civic Hall, music by Nicol McLaren. 

Day School and Opening of Season Dance, Sat. 26 

September 2015, at Samlesbury War Memorial Hall, the 

same new location as for Hogmanay. The teacher will be Eric 

Finley, the music by Andrew Lyon. 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 7 November 2015, 7.30 p.m., at 

Longridge Civic Hall, music by Phil Jones. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 25 April, 7.30 p.m. 
Barton Village Hall; music by Stuart Anderson 

Programme: 
Lothian Lads Liquid Assets 
The Wooden Horse Inverneill House 
Anna Holden’s Strathspey The Daffodil 
The Recumbent Stone The Earl of Mansfield 
The Bees of Maggieknockater Macleod’s Fancy 
Foxhill Court Cherrybank Gardens 
The Glenalmond Gamekeeper Blooms of Bon Accord 
The Dancing Master The Flying Spur 
Autumn in Appin The Belle of Bon Accord 
Major Ian Stewart John of Bon Accord 
Extras: 
Jennifer’s Jig, Bratach Bana. 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs, PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or 

to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 

Summer Ball, Sat. 8 August, 7 p.m. 

Longridge Civic Hall; music by Nicol McLaren 
Programme: 
The Raven’s Dance Welcome to Ayr 

Mr Iain Stuart Robertson Rama-dance 

Miss Milligan’s Strathspey James Senior of St Andrews 

James Gray Sunshine and Sweetie’s Jig 

The Royal Yacht Britannia The Restless Ghost 

Sands of Morar The Bonnie Tree 

Torridon Lassies Long Frank’s Reel 

The Summer Assembly The Kelloholm Jig 

The City of Belfast Jean Martin of Aberdeen 

By Invitation Shiftin’ Bobbins 
Extras: 
The Lochalsh Reel, Butterscotch and Honey, Quarries’ Jig. 

Annual General Meeting 
    The Annual General Meeting of the Branch will be held at 

7.30 p.m., Wednesday 24 June, at Goosnargh Village Hall. 

Any motions should be in the hands of Michael John, 

Secretary, by 8 May, so that they can be put on the agenda. 
 

Members’ Forum 

    Last year we had a Member’s Forum after the AGM. 

Members were able to discuss a number of issues of concern. 

I propose to do the same this year, but so that we do not keep 

discussing the same issues, I propose that no topics discussed 

last year can be brought forward again unless by prior 

arrangement. If you have topics that need facts and figures it 

would help if you have a brief word with the relevant 

committee member well prior to the meeting. 



 

   

Ribble Valley RSCDS 21st Scottish Spring Weekend 

13 -16 March – Glasgow, by Sandra Lloyd 
    This is my 4th dancing trip and this song went through my 

head on Friday morning when we got on the coach. 

        Here we are again,   Happy as can be, 

        All good friends,      and jolly good company. 

    With some excitement and a little nervousness, we set off 

for Glasgow and our dancing week-end. 

    As soon as we get on the motorway and head north Jill and 

Judy – this year dressed as Chefs – prepare the refreshments 

for us all. Watching them expertly ‘shimmy’ their way up and 

down the coach delivering hot drinks and biscuits is a dance 

in itself. I know we say thank you, but ladies you really do a 

fantastic job and we very much appreciate it. On your feet all 

the way to Scotland! 

    This year, like last, we stop off at the Gretna Outlet village 

for some retail therapy and to grab a bargain, leaving just 

after lunch. Handy hint for those not wanting a lot to eat – 

grab a children’s take out meal from the restaurant – choice 

of sandwiches and healthy alternatives for eating on the 

coach. Feeling proud of ourselves for the discovery and 

getting a bargain, we set off for the next leg of our journey to 

The Botanic Gardens, Glasgow. 

    Again, Jill and Judy performed their ‘coach dance’ 

providing us with drinks, cheese and biscuits on the way, and 

we arrived on time and to warm sunshine. The Botanical 

Gardens were lovely to walk around and there was enough 

variety to occupy us all. From sitting in the sun, taking a 

stroll to looking at all the different plants in the greenhouses, 

as well as afternoon tea with scones, this was a restful stop 

and an opportunity to stretch our legs. 

    We arrive at the Menzies Hotel with just over two hours 

till dinner. Check in was organised and quick and the Hotel 

staff were helpful and very accommodating. After a lovely 

dinner we went to practice some of the dances for Saturday’s 

dance. 

    Now this is where I explain the ‘nervousness’ comment 

above. For some of us that have only been dancing a few 

years, we have a fear and dread that we will make such a 

mess of the dances that the whole set will stop and we will 

ruin the enjoyment for others. Unlikely I hear you say, but we 

put a burden of responsibility on ourselves and don’t want to 

let anyone down. This burden is so heavy that poor Jeff, Jean 

and Stephen took the time to show us how to remember ‘The 

Restless Ghost’, by dancing it in the corridor of the Hotel. 

We are eternally grateful to Jeff as we will 

never forget his chanting mantra, Set, Turn 

right, Reel, or Move on. 

    Saturday, although being a ‘do as you 

please’ day, we took the opportunity to have 

a guided tour of Glasgow, being shown 

places of interest and hearing local 

colloquialisms such as ‘the squinty bridge’, 

stopping off at the Kelvingrove Art Gallery 

and Museum to see a haunting painting of 

Christ, and then on to the Peoples Palace to 

see how life was for Glaswegians during the 

ship building era. Then back to the Hotel, in 

time for those of us with nervousness to 

practice yet more dances around suitcases and 

cushions in our rooms ahead of an early 

dinner. By this time, our nervousness is 

starting to affect our ability to enjoy our 

meal. 

    The coach journey to Milngavie Town Hall is quiet with us 

concentrating on the dances in our heads, the burden is back 

and we stick together telling each other ‘it will be fine’ when 

we don’t actually believe it. Our hosts are there to greet us 

with lots of friendly smiles, familiar faces and a true Scottish 

welcome. The band were fantastic, the hosts fantastic and the 

dances went off without any of us stopping a set, even The 

Restless Ghost ! We danced all the dances on the programme, 

what a high after the burden of responsibility we had. We 

should have believed in ourselves and ‘it will be fine’. Thank 

you to everyone from Glasgow RSCDS and the Band for a 

wonderful dance. Back to the Hotel for a well earned drink. 

    Sunday morning we are up and out, bright and early to 

visit Pollock House. We are split into groups and have a 

guided tour of the family home of the Maxwell’s. The house 

is a fantastic home with lots of history and a window into 

how a wealthy family lived and looked after their employees 

and the surrounding area. We groaned when it was time to 

leave, as we could have spent another hour or so just 

wandering the gardens. After lunch we headed to the 

Riverside Museum and Tall Ship on the river Clyde. The 

museum containing some ‘recent history’, and brought back 

some childhood memories. The Tall Ship is a must see and 

has been immaculately restored. 

    Back at the Hotel we gather to practice our dance for the 

evenings Ceilidh. It doesn’t go well for me, and the 

‘nervousness’ is back along with the burden of not ruining it 

for all. We practice over and over until I take a leaf out of 

Jeff’s book and make myself a chanting mantra, to get me 

through the first third of the dance, the rest of the dance will 

flow I tell myself! 

    Our Ceilidh is a lovely smattering of dances, songs, jokes, 

poems and observations by friends who come together to 

enjoy an evening, with new and old friends from Glasgow 

RSCDS who come to join us. The demo dance goes without a 

glitch and the relief can be seen on all our faces as we finish 

the dance with a circle. ‘Nervousness’ is gone, and is 

replaced by relief and tiredness. Wow, I did it and all was 

well. Why do I do it? you may ask – because I love dancing 

and the more I do, the less nervous I will be. I am inspired by 

everyone on the coach to hopefully, one day, be as relaxed as 

you! 

    Monday – time for heading South, but not before the hotel 

representative says a fond farewell. What a lovely touch. We 

arrive at Summerlee, a museum of Scottish 

Industrial Life, where some of the more 

adventurous of the group went down a Mine! 

There was plenty to see inside and out, with 

period cottages showing us how people lived 

and reminding us of how lucky we are today. 

After lunch we headed home with a short stop 

at Moffat for some last minute purchases and 

refreshments. 

    Tired out and danced out we return home, 

we thank everyone involved in the organising 

of our 21st Scottish Spring Weekend, for what 

has been another well planned and organised, 

fun packed trip. 

    Many thanks to everyone. 

    Sandra Lloyd 

Jill and Judy as chefs 



 

   

Winter School 2015, at Pitlochry, by Joan Thompson 
    Winter  School this February really was that. We arrived 

with heavy snow falling and on the first morning all the 

classes were at the Hotel as the weather was too bad to 

venture into town. The weather did abate but made a return 

for the journey to Blair Atholl Castle for the Ball which made 

the approach to the castle very fairy-tale. 

    The morning classes were taught by top teachers. My 

favourite was William Williamson whose brand of humour 

made us all relax and try our best. He also made the ceilidh 

on the Wednesday very homely and entertaining. We also 

had top musicians. Marian Anderson was joined by young 

enthusiastic people: Susan and Shona McFadyen and 

Martainn Skene. 

    On top of the regular items such as walk-throughs for the 

evening dances a good programme of afternoon events took 

place. John and I went on the trip to Castle Menzies and 

danced Montgomerie’s Rant and Couteraller’s Rant dressed 

in coats and outdoor shoes (it was freezing cold). The 

manuscripts for these dances, along with a number of other 

dances, were held at the castle. John Wilkinson came along 

one afternoon and took us through some of his dances. 

    The spa facilities at the hotel are excellent and I can 

recommend the massage with hot shells. 

    It was a truly international event with at least 7 different 

nations represented, including South Africa and Australia, 

but most notably a significant number from Japan. 

    Congratulation to Ann Bouman who became a grand 

mother while we were there and so missed the Ball (and the 

photo). 

    We had a really good time. 

Baby On Board, by Jill Burrows 
    I would like to thank you all for being so tolerant and to 

explain how we came to take a two year old baby with us on 

our recent Glasgow trip. 

    On the Tuesday before we were due to travel on the Friday 

I was told (NOT ASKED) by Paul, the driver, that Melanie 

and Gracie-Mae, his wife and daughter would be coming 

with us, otherwise we would not have a driver. At this late 

stage, I did not want to jeopardise your holiday or cause any 

ill feelings with anyone over the weekend and it was too late 

to organise another coach firm. Instead I spent a frantic 

couple of days trying to reorganise the coach seating, the 

hotel and the various venues. 

    It should never have happened. It is quite understandable 

that even reasonably well-behaved children can get a bit ratty 

during long coach rides and being kept up way past their 

bedtime and out late into the night! 

    I did not receive any direct complaints, although I am 

aware of various mutterings about them. 

    Whilst this situation was not ideal, I hope that it didn’t 

spoil your weekend and I can assure you that this will never 

happen again. 

Paper copies of the Newsletter 
    In an attempt to cut costs, yet bring you a more colourful 

newsletter we now send out the newsletter by email as far as 

possible. 

    If you receive a paper copy of the newsletter perhaps you 

would be willing to let us have your email address so that 

you receive it immediately it is available. 

    If you do not have access to a computer etc., would you 

consider receiving it just in black and white, or even without 

the photos? Please let Stephen or Judy know. 

    The newsletter is an important method of letting everyone 

know what is going on and we do not want to have to limit 

its size. 
    Joan 

Summer Social Dancing 
    Over the summer the dancing evenings take on a different 

flavour. The emphasis on both nights will be social dancing. 

    On a Monday evening we will all dance together (no 

beginners class as such). We will be doing social dances 

which are considered to be known by everyone – except 

those who have not been dancing very long. 

    On a Wednesday we will have a variety of people leading 

the social dancing. Some from within the Branch, and others 

who run groups elsewhere, along with our usual Branch 

teachers. 

    On a Wednesday we will continue right through the 

summer, as we did last year. Mondays will stop for a few 

weeks after the Ball. The last Monday night will be 3rd 

August and we will recommence in the middle of September. 
    Joan 

Advance notice of the Branch Day School 
    We have changed the venue and the date. 

    We are now holding this event on the 4th Saturday in 

September which the 26th September this year. 

    We have changed the venue to Samlesbury Memorial Hall 

so that it is more convenient. It is near the Motorway 

junction at the Tickled Trout, and is mostly on lit roads from 

there on. I hope that it will enable you to pick and choose 

your sessions if you do not want to do all day. For example 

the morning and the evening, or afternoon and evening. 

    We have an excellent teacher in Eric Finley who taught at 

Winter School last year along with Andrew Lyon as the 

musician. 

    Full details will be out nearer the time but I imagine that 

the basic format will be the same as last year. 
    Joan 

Photos taken at Pitlochry 



 

   

Photos taken at the Hogmanay dance: 

Photos taken at the Nice & Easy Dance: 



 

   

Kelvingrove: 

Glasgow University: 

People’s Palace, Glasgow Green: 

Fountain outside 

People’s Palace: 

Glasgow Cathedral 

(St. Mungo’s): 

The dance at Milngavie: 

Glasgow City Chambers, George Square: 

An article about the dance, and a photo, will be found at www.rscdsglasgow.org/news.asp . 

Arrival in Glasgow: 

At the Botanic Gardens, Glasgow: 



 

   

Performers at our ceilidh: 

Outside the Transport Museum: 

At Pollok Hall: 

Eight miners at 

Summerlee: 


