
 

   

RSCDS Ribble Valley Branch 

Newsletter No. 45, November 2014 
Registered charity no. 1061492       Website www.freewebs.com/rscdsribblevalley 

Chairman’s Remarks 
    The dancing season is now in full swing. We have had a 

busy time already. The Day School with Deb Lees as the 

teacher and John Brown as the musician was excellent. Deb 

was extremely complimentary about the standard of dancing 

especially in the advanced class. We soon moved on to the 

Autumn Dance where we had excellent music from David 

Oswald. A good number attended and it was an enjoyable 

occasion once we had found the slip stop! 

    A group of us went to the Society AGM. (This usually 

clashes with our Autumn dance.) It was an action packed 

weekend with a dance, a ball, 2 morning classes and of 

course the AGM. It was interesting to see how they 

conducted business! The event was preceded by a teachers’ 

conference just to make the busy weekend even more hectic! 

Most of us considered it an event to attend again (when it 

does not clash with our dance). 

    Events coming up in the near future are our Hogmanay 

Party Dance and the Nice and Easy. Hogmanay Event will be 

at a new venue, Samlesbury Memorial Hall, only a short 

distance from the Tickled Trout Junction on the M6. It is a 

lovely Hall, easily accessible and importantly has a sprung 

floor which while be less hard on our feet than some of our 

other venues. Please let it be known that we have this 

excellent new venue and come along and find out yourselves 

how good it is. 

    The Nice and Easy dance on 6th March is an excellent 

event, which we specially put on for our less experienced 

dancers, but all are welcome. Every dance is walked through 

and the programme is made up of easier dances. Please bring 

along your friends to this event. 

    The Branch weekend to Glasgow follows on immediately 

from this. It was fully booked by the closing date! I am sure 

Jill will have plenty of visits and events lined up for us on 

that weekend. 

    We will be having our usual Christmas Parties on the 15th 

and 17th December. It is a bring and share supper (finger food 

only). The teachers on those nights will be putting together a 

Christmassy programme for us. In the weeks leading up to 

Christmas we will have our usual board for you to give 

Christmas greeting to everyone for a donation to charity. At 

Hogmanay the raffle will also go to the same charity. Please 

see a note about this raffle elsewhere in the newsletter. 

    Wishing you a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. 

    Keep Dancing! 
    Joan 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The Beginners and Intermediate class runs 

every Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30. The 

price per class is £2. Our last class before Christmas is on 15 

December, restarting on 5 January. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30. The price 

per class is £2. Our last class before Christmas is on 17 

December, restarting on 7 January. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2014, at Samlesbury War 

Memorial Hall, a new location for us. Recorded music will 

be used. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Fri. 6 March 2015, 7.30 p.m., at 

Barton Village Hall, music by Robert Whitehead. 

Scottish Trip, 13 to 16 March 2015, to Glasgow. 

Application forms have already been sent to members. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 25 April 2015, 7.30 p.m., at Longridge 

Civic Hall, music by Stuart Anderson. This is a change from 

the usual date. It is planned to hold the dance at this time in 

future years. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 8 August 2015, 7.00 p.m., at Longridge 

Civic Hall, music by Nicol McLaren. 

Day School and Opening of Season Dance, Sat. 26 

September 2015, at Samlesbury War Memorial Hall, the 

same new location as for Hogmanay. The teacher will be Eric 

Finley, the music by Andrew Lyon. 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 7 November 2015, 7.30 p.m.,  at 

Longridge Civic Hall, music by Phil Jones. 

Nice & Easy Dance, 6 March, Barton Village Hall 
Music by Robert Whitehead 

Programme: 
A Highland Welcome Newcomer’s Jig 
Jig to the Music The Provost Wynd 
The Silver Grey The Paisley Weavers 
Good Hearted Glasgow A Fulwood Favourite 
The Barmkin The De’il Amang the Tailors 
Friendships St. Martin’s Strathspey 
The Pipe Opener West’s Hornpipe 
The Lass of Richmond Hill Bethankit 
Extras: 
Antarctica Bound, Reel On, Macdonald of the Isles. 
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Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 
Samlesbury Memorial Hall 

Programme: 
Joie de Vivre Muirland Willie 
The Reel of the Royal Scots Don and Dee’s Reel 
Miss Gibson’s Strathspey Rougemont Castle 
The Wild Geese Macleod’s Fancy 
The Recumbent Stone John of Bon Accord 
The Dream Catcher Seton’s Ceilidh Band 
Montgomeries’ Rant Red Kites Over the Black Isle 
The Falls of Rogie The Irish Rover 
The David Queen Strathspey Mairi’s Wedding 
Extras: 
West’s Hornpipe, Cherrybank Gardens, Peat Fire Flame. 
 
Raffle: 
We have been given to understand that we cannot, in this 
hall, offer wine or other alcoholic drinks as prizes in the 
raffle. 



 

   

Location of Samlesbury War Memorial Hall, PR5 0UY, for Hogmanay 

When coming from Preston or the M6, keep in the right-hand lane as you approach the junction, then drive past the Hotel to 

the small roundabout, where you should make a U-turn to come back to the B-road junction. 

RSCDS 2014 AGM at Perth, by Michael John 
Our first visit to the Society AGM (in 10 years)! 

    Four of us set off on Thursday afternoon and drove through 

heavy rain. We arrived around 8pm. We met in Jill’s room 

and celebrated Judy’s birthday with cake and wine 

    On Friday after breakfast Joan and I went to the teachers’ 

conference. The first presentation was on the strathspey.org 

database. This has had a major revamp and has many new 

features. It is necessary to subscribe (free) to access them all. 

Dances to be searched by name, formation type, etc. If you 

input your list of CD’s, it can search for e.g. reels that are 

only in your collection. If you do not have a CD for a dance it 

will look to see if you have a CD that has the original tune on 

it. Dance lists can be created with minicrib/maxicrib and 

diagram instructions on it. A dance programme can be 

created with just diagrams that, with a bit of origami, can be 

folded into a booklet with one dance per page – very clever. 

Teachers can create lesson plans with notes, timings, and 

dances on it. 

    There was then a session on what the RSCDS is trying to 

do to get dancing into (Scottish) schools, by encouraging PE 

teachers and primary teachers to use a resource pack (could 

be used in England if people want to). After that there was an 

hour’s dancing to dances from the republished Imperial dance 

book. 

    At the Friday dance we sat at a table adjacent to the Craven 

branch. The dance was good, the acoustics were not. At the 

end there were lots of aching feet and joints – it was a hard 

floor, however, I felt fine. Next morning, Saturday, was free, 

overate at breakfast then wandered around Perth and along 

the river bank. The sun was shining and a there was a clear 

blue sky. 

    AGM in the afternoon. It started with the officers being 

piped in with everyone standing to attention. Then worked 

through the agenda. On the motions: Subscription to remain 

at £18; the RSCDS is to change to a Charity Limited by 

Guarantee; having a President to become optional (they 

haven’t found anyone to do it); the number of trustees to be 

limited to 15; the archivist is to report directly to the 

management board. 

    Two motions failed: Membership Services Committee to 

change its name to Publications Committee with a change of 

remit. The argument was that the people on the committee 

and those standing, are strong on publication and weak on PR 

and event organisation. It was not clear where these 

responsibilities would end up, so the motion did not pass. The 

second motion to fail was that teachers, who opted in, would 

receive each new RSCDS dance book free of charge. Then it 

was the appointment of the officers. The society’s Treasurer 

is standing down and no one has come forward to take his 

place; we will be informed when the situation is resolved. 

After that it was the election of the officers. 

    After a quick meal and change of clothes, it was back for 

the evening dance. It is strange: I heard it said that the 

RSCDS must like dancing on hard floors, since they have 

returned to the venue in Perth, but I have found it to be the 

best surface I have danced on: non-slip, feet not aching and 

no after effects in the morning. 

    Sunday, we had a class in the morning and then came 

home. 

 

Editor’s note: 

    Michael was kind enough not to mention that I didn’t get 

the position I applied for on the Membership Services 

Committee. It was an election for two out of three candidates. 

    Stephen. 

Photo taken at the Society AGM ball, in Perth: 



 

   

Photos taken by Joan at the Day School dance: 

Photos taken by Joan at the Autumn Dance: 


