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Chairman’s Remarks 
    Chairman of the Branch is a post that I had never thought 

of holding but much to my surprise, after some arm twisting, 
here I am in the Chair. I feel that Jill is a hard act to follow 

but I will do my best. Jill and the committee have the Branch 

in good shape and have planned well into 2014. I have 
already survived my first committee meeting. 

    A little about my background. I began dancing as a child, a 
long long time ago! For a good number of years I was a 

member of Manchester Branch where John and I met at the 

Day School. I attended class in Manchester even after Lucy 
(now 25) was born. We danced for a long time with the 

Thistle Society, Wigan. I gained my teaching certificate 20 
years ago and taught the beginners at the Thistle Society until 

Lucy’s swimming training clashed with it at which point 

John and I came to Ribble Valley RSCDS. The welcome we 
received was great and I was soon encouraged to start 

teaching occasionally. For a long time I had my own 
children’s class, which is where Lucy learned to dance The 

children took part in the Children’s Festival at Southport for 

many years. 
    The Branch classes are into the period of social dancing 

over the summer with the Wednesday classes ceasing 

completely after the ball, starting again in the Autumn. On 
Wednesdays over the summer, we have had an interesting 

and diverse group of people leading the classes which adds to 
the varied range of RSCDS teachers we have for the winter 

season. Thanks must go to all who have taken the time and 

energy to lead our dancing. 
    Our year culminates in the Summer Ball. This has just 

past. The excellent music of Luke Brady and his Band made 
the do go with a real swing. 

    Looking forward to the new season starting in September. 

    Classes start on the week beginning September 16th. On 
Mondays we will have the beginners group and the 

intermediate class. On Wednesdays it is the intermediate/

social dancing. We will be putting out adverts to encourage 

new people, but can you think of family or friends who 
would like to learn our great form of dancing? It is important 

to explain that you do not need a partner although a friend for 

courage would not go amiss. Also think of others who can 
dance but would enjoy improving their dancing. Invite them 

to come along to share your enjoyment. 
    Our day school is our next event on Saturday October 13th. 

Please consider coming as we have a well recommended 

teacher in Atsuko Clement who has taught at Summer School 
at St Andrews and many day schools. It is an opportunity to 

be taught by a well known, experienced teacher from outside 

the Branch. Live music for the class will be provide by John 
Browne on his accordion. This will be a real treat and is very 

different to a class where CDs are used. We welcome people 
from outside the Branch, so think about bringing a dancing 

friend along with you so that they can benefit from the 

experience too. The evening dance is a good opportunity to 
put our newly improved dancing into practice, but dancers 

who just want to come for the evening are more than 
welcome. 

    Shortly after the Day School on Saturday 2nd November 

we have our Autumn Dance. We are honoured to have 
Gordon Shand’s Band who has recorded the music for the 

CD for Book 47. They rarely come south of the Border so 
please tell all your friends about it and bring them along. 

    In the distant future we will be having our usual 

Hogmanay Party, but there is plenty of happy dancing to be 
had before that. 

    Happy Dancing,   Joan 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The Beginners and Intermediate class runs 

every Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30. A 

beginners’ class will be in the side room, if there are 

sufficient numbers. Beginners are welcome at any time. 

The class will run on a social basis during the summer, the 

main teaching classes re-starting on 16 September. 

From September the price per class will be £2. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30. The class 

has finished briefly for the summer on 7 August, and will re-

start on 18 September. The price per class will be £2. 

Day School, Sat. 12 October 2013, at Chipping Memorial 

Hall. The teacher will be Atsuko Clement; music (during the 

day and at the evening dance) will be by John Browne. 

(A-tsu-ko, stress on the A and ko.) 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 2 November 2013, at Longridge Civic 

Hall; music by Gordon Shand. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2013, at Staining Village 

Hall. Recorded music will be used. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Friday 7 March 2014, at Barton Village 

Hall; music by George Meikle. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 5 April 2014, at Longridge Civic Hall; 

music by Nicky McMichen. 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or 

to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 

Subscriptions 
    Subscriptions for 2013-2014 are now due. RSCDS 

membership plus Branch membership is £17. The 

subscription for two people at the same address is £14 each. 

There is a reduced rate for young people. 

    Subscriptions should be paid to the Membership Secretary, 

Judy Grimsey, or to any committee member. 
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