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Chairman’s Remarks 
    I know that it seems a long time ago now, but in case you 

didn’t know, we raised £155 for Derian House from the raffle 

at our New Year’s Eve dance and the proceeds from the 

Christmas card board. Thank you to all of you who 

contributed towards it. 

    The musicians, Stuart Anderson and Judith Linton were 

excellent at our Nice and Easy dance and a number of people 

wanted their contact details, so I’m sure that we will be 

hearing about them in the area again soon. It was a shame 

that our Spring dance date clashed with dances both in 

Cheshire and the Lakes this year, which affected our numbers 

slightly. However the people who did come enjoyed some 

terrific music! Andy Kain unfortunately was ill and unable to 

come, so he arranged for Robert Whitehead to play in his 

place. Robert blended perfectly with the rest of Andy’s band 

and the result was magnificent! 

    We are looking forward to welcoming Luke Brady back at 

our Summer Ball ... the first time we had him down here he 

was unheard of and he had never played in this area ... now 

he is a very well known band! Gordon Shand is a very well 

known band in Scotland, but he doesn’t like to travel too 

much! However he is superb, so you will need to get your 

ticket early for him at out Autumn Dance. 

    The clocks have moved forward, so hopefully we are now 

looking forward to summer after the coldest March for over 

50 years and the coldest Easter ever recorded since the 

records began over 150 years ago! 

    Many of us have recently returned from a wonderful time 

in Aberdeen where we needed to wrap up to keep the icy 

wind at bay! We were expecting it to be extremely cold, but 

we were very lucky as the roads were clear and there was no 

snow in Aberdeen, unlike many other parts of the country! It 

is hard to believe that during the same week exactly 12 

months ago we were enjoying a heat wave! 

    The Granite City’s architecture was amazing and the locals 

made us feel most welcome. The music was brilliant! We 

enjoyed dancing to James Coutts at our main Saturday dance 

and Frank Thomson certainly put the icing on the cake by 

offering to play for us at our ceilidh in the hotel on the 

Sunday night! 

    The survey comments are further on in this newsletter. The 

MARVICS (Marine Aqua Ribble Valley In-Coach Servers) are 

probably now extinct, possibly due to the recent spell of cold 

weather! 

    I managed to get the recipe from Mary (our coach driver’s 

wife) for the wonderful oat biscuits that she baked for us to 

eat on the journey. As promised it is printed further on in the 

newsletter. I shall be looking forward to one of our good 

cooks making them for one of our future dances! 

    Summer dancing starts from May, both on Mondays and 

Wednesdays. Our branch has volunteered to try out some 

dances for possible inclusion in the 2014 RSCDS Book. I 

have therefore kept a 2-week block free in June so that we 

can try the dances, then recap them and vote on them the 

following week. We will be including them during the 

Monday and the Wednesday classes so that everyone will get 

a chance to vote on them. 

    Finally, after 7 years at the helm, I feel that it is time for 

someone else to oversee the running of the branch, so I will 

be stepping down as chairman at the AGM in June. I feel that 

it is unhealthy for one person to stay in charge for too long 

and although I intend to remain an active member, I cannot 

fully commit myself to Ribble Valley for the time being, but 

look forward to its continued success under new leadership. 

    I would like to thank all of you who have supported and 

helped me over the years. 

    Enjoy your dancing.    Jill 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The Beginners and Intermediate class runs 

every Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30. A 

beginners’ class will be in the side room, if there are 

sufficient numbers. Beginners are welcome at any time. 

The class will run on a social basis during the summer, the 

main teaching classes re-starting on 16 September. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30. The class 

will finish briefly for the summer on 7 August, with the 

practice for the Summer Ball, and re-start on 18 September. 

Annual General Meeting, Wed. 26 June 2013, at Goosnargh 

Village Hall; dancing will follow. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 10 August 2013, at Longridge Civic Hall; 

music by Luke Brady. 

Day School, Sat. 12 October 2013, at Chipping Memorial 

Hall. The teacher will be Atsuko Clement; music (during the 

day and at the evening dance) will be by John Browne. 

(A-tsu-ko, stress on the A and ko.) 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 2 November 2013, at Longridge Civic 

Hall; music by Gordon Shand. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2013, at Staining Village 

Hall. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Friday 7 March 2014, at Barton Village 

Hall. 

Kenny Thomson 
We have just been informed of the unexpected death, on 5th 

April, of Kenny Thomson, the band leader of the Wardlaw 

Band, from Ayrshire. He has played for our dances at least 

twice over the years. He and his music will be sadly missed. 

Next year’s chairman and committee 

    As Jill has announced above, we will be looking to elect a 

new chairman at the AGM in June. We will also be looking 

for some new committee members. 

    I am sure that all our members are wanting to see 

the continued success of Ribble Valley Branch and to the 

work that the Branch does for the health of Scottish Country 

Dancing in our own small part of the world. To do this we 

need people to commit themselves towards the running of it. 

    New committee members can expect to join a group of 

people of varied abilities and experience, who together can 

continue the work of the Branch. We usually have six 

committee meetings a year. Please think very seriously about 

this, as your branch needs YOU! 



 

   

Questionnaire for Aberdeen trip 22/3/13-

25/3/13 
 

Have you enjoyed this trip? 
Yes / very much / very much indeed / yes apart from being 

ill / yes 100% / excellent/had a wonderful time from start to 

finish (100%) 

 

What could we have done to improve it? 
Not a lot / very little/best left alone, it works so well /

nothing / not a thing/nothing at all / can’t think of anything / 

everything was first class / Martin and bus good as always 

(31) 

More suitable dance venue (1) 

More sunshine / improve the weather / make the wind 

warmer / ordered better weather (4) 

Shorter stops on return (2) 

 

What was the worst thing about the weekend? 
Nothing/couldn’t fault anything / weekend coming to an 

end / all good / can’t think of anything (16) 

Slow service of evening meals / arrangements for Saturday 

morning breakfast / impersonal hotel / price of drinks in the 

hotel! (4) 

Cold wind / mist / weather / cold (14) 

Crowded hall at the dance / small hall for Saturday dance (2) 

Being ill and missing out! / missing a bit of it / people getting 

ill / getting bugs (5) 

Getting up an extra hour early on Friday and Monday (1) 

 

What did you like best about the weekend? 
Live music at the ceilidh / Frank Thomson / ceilidh / the 

friendly party / Frank Thomson coming to play for us out of 

friendship/the surprise of live music on the Sunday evening - 

GREAT! (16) 

Saturday dance / good intermixing at the main dance/an 

entirely doable programme (15) 

The good music / dancing Saturday and Sunday / good 

dancing (5) 

Good company/a friendly happy group / meeting all the 

people again from last year / companionship of friends /

friendship/company and friendly atmosphere (14) 

In Scotland as always / trips out dancing / everything 

organised / whole event was most enjoyable / good choice of 

hotel / all the variety/enjoyed everything (8) 

Crathes Castle / visits / trips (8) 

Excellent organisation which made it all good / the whole 

trip / good balance between travel, interesting trips, dancing 

and free time/organisation (5) 

All the extras / pressies / wine and fruit juices (4) 

Good hotel and staff / swimming pool / hotel food (3) 

Free time in Aberdeen (1) 

Everything (1) / Smiles all round! (1) 

 

Is there any particular area of Scotland you would 

like us to consider for future years? 
Anywhere (17) Anywhere including English Lakes or 

Northumbria (1) 

Stirling/Callander/Trossachs (9), Glasgow (8), West Coast 

(4), Perth (4), The Borders/Melrose/Kelso (4), Dunoon (3), 

Scottish Island (3) SE Scotland (3), Edinburgh (3), Arran (2), 

Fife/St Andrews (2), Paisley (1), NW Scotland (1), 

Cairngorms (1), Stranraer (1), Inverness (1), Luss (1), Argyll 

(1), Oban (1). 

 

Would you like to make any other comments? 
Food could have been better, but not your fault / earlier in 

year cold weather certainly made it different / hotel ok, but 

not what I expect from a Hilton! Where possible an 

“independent” or small hotel is more personal and probably 

better food, but I know that may give problems for a room 

for the ceilidh / Perhaps a little more touring e.g. less time at 

Crathes Castle giving a chance to visit, say Ballater or 

Banchory / How about a dance venue like Blair Castle? 

 

Thank you Jill! / Well done Jill! You worked hard / Well 

planned and well organised / Thanks to Jill and Judy for all 

their efforts in organising a fantastic trip / Thank you, thank 

you, thank you! / My best trip yet! / Thanks to Jill and her 

team / as usual well thought out, organised and fun / Yes, all 

the planning, preparation and work, seen and unseen is very 

much appreciated / Another wonderful memorable trip Jill, 

many thanks / Thank you for organising it in so much detail / 

great weekend / Everything was wonderful / excellent food 

and hotel / organisation was brilliant / Thank you for 

working so hard / A very enjoyable trip/well organised with 

lots of extras, wine etc. / Planning excellent / Overall 

extremely well run / a huge thank you to all involved / 

Thanks to all organisers for a fantastic weekend / Everything 

went like clockwork, well done Jill / Crathes Castle was 

good / A well organised trip, many thanks / Thank you Jill / 

Many thanks for all the hard work put in / Thanks to you all / 

Thanks to the organiser / I’m most grateful to the 

management for a sterling effort. Splendid! / Considerable 

efforts of all concerned in planning and running the trip, 

much appreciated. Thank you! / An excellent weekend, very 

well organised with lots going on / Superbly organised, well 

done Jill / very well organised / All the work done by Jill and 

helpers made this a very memorable trip / Great weekend / 

We have been completely spoiled / The hours of preparation 

paid off! I’m so glad (and relieved!) that you all enjoyed the 

weekend! 

 

Footnote:- Thank you for organising it. Best wishes from a 

happy tripper. 

 

Thank you for completing this, it will help us when 

planning future trips! 

Mary’s Oat Shorties 

From Mary Beattie 

Melt together 8 oz. sugar, 8 oz. margarine, 4 teaspoons syrup, 

2 teaspoons bicarbonate of soda and 2 teaspoons of boiling 

water. 

Mix in 8 oz. SR flour and 8 oz. oats. 

Roll into small balls about the size of a walnut and press 

slightly onto a baking tray. 

Cook 350F/180C/Gas 4 for approx 20 minutes or until 

cooked. 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or 

to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 



 

   

Pictures taken at Malcolm and Janet Edmunds’s Golden Wedding celebration: 

We do not know what was 

so interesting on the floor! 



 

   

Pictures taken on the Aberdeen trip: 

On the 

coach: 

A cold Crathes Castle: 

A cold monkey: 

At the hotel: 

At Dobbies, 

Stirling: 

At our ceilidh: 


