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Chairman’s Remarks 
    After rather a wet summer, we can all look forward to 

dancing again during the autumn months. I hope that the 

weather didn’t spoil your holidays too much and for 

those of you who haven’t danced through the summer, 

you are coming back suitably refreshed! 

    David Queen was asked to teach at TAC’s Summer 

School (Teacher’s Association of Canada), which is an 

honour and by all accounts he went down very well! 

Sue Ellis, David Horsman and Paula Wright were the 

members from our branch attending the RSCDS 

Summer School in St Andrews this year. 

    Since the last newsletter we have had a successful 

Jubilee dance... this was an extra dance put on in place 

of our cancelled second “Nice and Easy” dance of the 

year. We cancelled the Nice and Easy Dance because it 

was the same weekend as a similar dance put on by the 

Garstang group. As the hall and the band were already 

booked we changed ours to a Jubilee dance aimed to 

attract different dancers. All the dances were picked for 

their name so it was very interesting and there were 

many comments that it was a good that even 

experienced dancers needed to listen to the recaps and 

were glad of walk-throughs! Following that was our 

Summer Ball. Although slightly lower on numbers than 

usual we all enjoyed the wonderful music of Frank 

Thomson and his band. I would like to say a very big 

“thank you” to all of the members who helped to make 

this event the success that it was. 

    Future events to look forward to are the day school 

with Linda Gaul as the teacher and John Browne as the 

musician during the day and at our evening dance on 

October 20th. Then on November 3rd we are bringing 

you a wonderful band from Fife, new to this area, 

Michael Philip with his band. I’m sure that you will all 

enjoy his music. After that it will be the Christmas end-

of-term parties on Monday 17th December and 

Wednesday 19th December followed by the Hogmanay 

party on 31st December at the beautifully decorated 

Staining Village Hall. 

    The classes started on Wednesday 12th and Monday 

17th of September. David is our Monday teacher 

whenever possible and Sue and Michael will run a 

beginners’ class as and when it is needed. As usual we 

have a variety of teachers on a Wednesday. Please let 

me know if you would like to try an odd dance or take a 

half or full night on the member’s night which is the 

first Wednesday of each month, anyone can try it as 

long as you are a member! 

    Next year’s branch trip is well underway and the flyer 

telling you about it is with this newsletter. Oil-rich 

Aberdeen has always been too expensive for us to 

consider in the past, but I have managed negotiate with 

one of the hotels to make next year’s trip viable. We 

may not be able to have everything that we’ve become 

used to in recent years, but I’m sure that we can adapt to 

make it as an enjoyable trip as any of the previous ones! 

    Subscriptions are now overdue, so if you have not 

rejoined yet, please complete the membership form and 

return it to Judy as soon as possible. 

    I look forward to seeing you at the classes or at some 

of our events soon. 

    Enjoy your dancing. 
    Jill 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The Beginners and Intermediate class 

runs every Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood. 

Full teaching classes restarted on 17 September; a 

beginners’ class will be in the side room, if there are 

sufficient numbers. Beginners are welcome at any time. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is 

on Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30. 

These classes restarted on 12 September. 

Day School, Sat. 20 October 2012, at Chipping 

Memorial Hall. The teacher will be Linda Gaul; music 

will be provided by John Browne. 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 3 November 2012, at Longridge 

Civic Hall. Music by Michael Phillip. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2012, at Staining 

Village Hall. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Friday 1 March 2013, at Barton 

Village Hall. 

Scottish Trip, Friday 22 to Monday 25 March 2013, to 

Aberdeen. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 6 April 2013, at Longridge Civic 

Hall. 
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The Strathspey Poussette 

    (I was prompted to write this article, because of some confusion in class during the summer.) 

    This formation has also been known as the Diamond Poussette and the All-Round Poussette; the currently-

accepted name is the All-Round Poussette, but the other names are still in use. There has recently been some 

discussion about how the formation should be done. 

    In the RSCDS manuals, the formation is shown as “the four diagonals”, the four dancers being on one diagonal 

line at each of four points in the dance, as in these diagrams: 

 

    Recently, some people have been saying that, while the diagonals are correct, they should be arranged so that the 

two men are in line along the set, likewise the two ladies, as in these diagrams: 

    The formation is otherwise exactly the same. It is certainly true that one RSCDS dance (New Park, Book 19) is 

easier to do by this second method, as in that dance, the couples in 1st and 3rd places do the poussette, the standing 

2nd couple rather getting in the way. 

    This proposed alteration is a minor one, but the sort of detail which advanced dancers (and more specifically, 

competition teams) would like to be aware of, if it ever comes to be accepted generally. I think I should stress that 

the alteration has been proposed by just a few people - it is a long way from general acceptance. 

Subscriptions 
    Subscriptions for 2011-2012 are now due. RSCDS 

membership plus Branch membership is £16. The 

subscription for two people at the same address is £13 

each. There is a reduced rate for young people. 

    Subscriptions should be paid to the Membership 

Secretary, Judy Grimsey, or to any committee member. 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or 

to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 



 

 

  

Issy Bristow and her merry men and women, including some Branch 

members, lining up for the Preston Guild torchlight procession. They were 

dancing to the Hoghton Band, and they were well received by the 

onlookers to the procession: 


