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Chairman’s Remarks 
   Well another year has nearly gone! We’re now looking 

forward to our class party nights on Monday 19th December 

(this year being take by Issy) and on Wednesday 21st 

December (taken by Paula and David) so don’t forget to 

bring finger food on those nights for the buffet! As well as 

these, Chris will be happy to sell you a ticket for our 

Hogmanay party on 31st December to complete our dancing 

year! I have been asked to remind you all that this too will be 

a finger food Jacob’s Join (as cutlery will not be provided). 

December is certainly not the month for dieting! 

    Throughout December we will once again have the 

greetings board on display in lieu of Christmas cards for 

those who wish to participate, the proceeds going to a local 

charity. If you wish to donate any raffle prizes please let me 

or any committee member have them or if you prefer, just 

bring them along on New Year’s Eve. The proceeds of the 

raffle will again be added to the Christmas card donations 

and go to a local charity. In previous years this has been the 

local children’s hospice but if any of you have another 

worthwhile local charity that you would like us to support 

please let me know. 

    The classes will restart on Wednesday 4th and Monday 9th 

January 2012. 

    Since the last newsletter we have had two very successful 

events. At our Day School at Chipping, we welcomed 

Malcolm Brown from York as our teacher and John Browne 

as the musician. Although a little light on numbers it was a 

very enjoyable day for those who attended. Hopefully, every 

one of us there will have learnt something from the day! The 

following month at Longridge, our Autumn Dance was very 

well attended. David Cunningham and his band played 

superbly. His music was a joy to dance to or just listen to and 

he just got better and better as the night went on! 

    An Ingleton (North West Craven) Branch member has 

taken it upon himself to notify anyone interested of 

forthcoming dances in Lancashire, Cumbria and the Border 

areas. He has asked me if anyone from our branch would like 

to be included in the notifications. They do not come as a list 

of dates and dances; they come as individual emails as and 

when he gets the notification of an event. Most of them are 

not in this immediate area but if you are prepared to travel, 

there are plenty of dances to go to. If any of you would like 

to be on his mailing list, please give me your email address 

and I will pass it onto him. 

    It would be very much appreciated at classes if you could 

sign in on arrival! This helps our treasurer and also should 

there be an emergency we can check that everyone has been 

accounted for! 

    Our 18th branch trip, next April to Dumfries was full 

within 3 weeks of the flyers going out! However, since then 

two of our members have upgraded their bedroom to the one 

with the 4 poster bed in! This means we now have a normal 

bedroom free! So if any latecomers would like to join us ... 

we now have room for two more people! I have recently 

returned from a trip up there and the Dumfries Branch is 

really looking forward to us coming. They have already 

written a dance in our honour! It is called “Dumfries 

Welcomes Ribble Valley” and I suspect that it may be on the 

programme for the Saturday night dance, when we will 

A description of a dance, in a literary work 
    In came a fiddler with a music-book, and went up to the 

lofty desk, and made an orchestra of it, and tuned like fifty 

stomach-aches. In came Mrs Fezziwig, one vast substantial 

smile. In came the three Misses Fezziwigs, beaming and 

lovable. In came the six young followers whose hearts they 

broke. In came all the young men and women employed in 

the business. In came the housemaid, with her cousin, the 

baker. In came the cook, with her brother’s particular friend, 

the milkman. In came the boy from over the way, who was 

suspected of not having board enough from his master; trying 

to hide himself behind the girl from next door but one, who 

was proved to have had her ears pulled by her mistress. In 

they all came, one after another; some shyly, some boldly, 

some gracefully, some awkwardly, some pushing, some 

pulling; in they all came, anyhow and everyhow. Away they 

all went, twenty couple at once; hands half round and back 

again the other way; down the middle and up again; round 

and round in various stages of affectionate grouping: old top 

couple always turning up in the wrong place; new top couple 

starting off again, as soon as they got there; all top couples at 

last, and not a bottom one to help them! When this result was 

brought about, old Fezziwig, clapping his hands to stop the 

dance, cried out, ‘Well done!’ and the fiddler plunged his hot 

face into a pot of porter, especially provided for that purpose. 

But scorning rest, upon his reappearance, he instantly began 

again, though there were no dancers yet, as if the other 

fiddler had been carried home, exhausted, on a shutter, and 

he were a bran-new man resolved to beat him out of sight, or 

perish. 

Mr Fezziwig’s Ball, from ‘A Christmas Carol’, by Charles 

Dickens. 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The Beginners and Intermediate class runs 

every Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30. 

Beginners are welcome at any time. There will be no class on 

26 December or on 2 January.  

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30. There will 

be no class on 28 December. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2011, at Staining Village 

Hall. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Fri. 2 March 2012, at Barton Village 

Hall. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 31 March 2012, at Longridge Civic 

Hall. Music by Susan MacFadyen. 

Scottish Trip, Fri. 13 to Mon. 16 April 2012, to Dumfries. 

Information and application forms have already been sent out 

to members. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Sat. 26 May 2012, at Barton Village 

Hall. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 11 August 2012, at Longridge Civic 

Hall. Music by Frank Thomson. 
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Our teacher, Malcolm Brown, 

with our chairman, Jill Burrows: 

Day School at Chipping 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or 

to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 

Dance DVD’s, by Stuart Marland 
    The Branch now has two DVD’s that are reproductions of 

videos of the same title, held by the Branch. 

    The DVD’s are much better than videos for quick access 

of chosen dances, steps, or formations, as they have been 

produced in ‘Menu’ form, and can be paused frame by frame 

without flicker for viewing in detail. When one section 

finishes, the DVD returns to the ‘Menu’ at the start of the 

programme. 

    The DVD’s are: 

 Reel Scottish Dancing (34 dances). The menu is: Steps, 

Formations 1, 2, 3, Dances 1, 2, 3, & 4 (8 or 9 dances in  

each dance section). The steps and formations are listed 

on an enclosed leaflet and the dances are listed on the 

DVD sleeve. 

 Scotland ... Dancing Again (27 dances). This is the story 

of the Society; narration by Dr. Alastair MacFadyen. The 

menu is: The Co-Founders, In The Beginning, Our 

Traditional Heritage, A Highland & Island Fling, St. 

Andrews, Personalities, A Musical Tribute, Frae A’ The 

Airts, Finale. Each section has narration and is illustrated 

with two to five dances which are listed on the DVD 

sleeve. 

    For those who have video machines, the Branch also has 

the following videos: Books 33, 34, 36, 37, 38, 39, How Do 

You Do It (17 dances, a selection of more difficult dances), 

MacNab Collection (28 complex dances), A Highland Fling 

(16 dances including Ladies’ Step Dances), Reel Scottish 

Dancing and Scotland Dancing Again (corresponding DVD’s 

described above). 

   If anyone comes across a Branch video at home covering 

dances of books 32, 33, and 34, will they please return it. The 

DVD’s as well as the videos can be borrowed by class or 

Branch members by contacting Stuart Marland at class or by 

phone on 01772 863715. 

be dancing to Gordon Shand. One or two of you have told me 

that although you will not be joining the trip, you would like 

to come to the dance. I mentioned this when I was up there 

and was told to order your tickets with ours as they need to 

know the numbers, so just let me know if you want me to 

order a ticket for you. 

    Last week I received a card from a teacher in Australia. 

She was letting me know that her class had a “Ribble Valley 

Night” and they are really enjoying doing our dances and that 

the class favourite is The Restless Ghost! We still have a few 

CDs left so if any of you would like to buy some for 

Christmas presents.... just let us know! 

    A few people have asked us if we are doing a repeat order 

of the polo shirts and jackets with the Ribble Valley logo on 

as it is 5 or 6 years since we last ordered any. Shirley and Sue 

have volunteered to organise this. Shirley will be bringing a 

board to the classes to show the different colours and designs 

and also hopes to have a few sample sizes for people to try 

on. We are aiming to put an order in by February. 

    If I don’t see you in the run up to the festive season, I hope 

that you all have a very enjoyable Christmas and a very 

happy and healthy new year. 

    Enjoy your dancing.   Jill 

Chairman’s Remarks, continued 
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