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Chairman’s Remarks 
    Another summer nearly over! The year moves on so 

quickly! It has been lovely driving to the summer classes and 

dances in the daylight ... but alas the nights will soon be 

drawing in as autumn approaches and our teaching classes 

start again! The Wednesday classes commence again after a 

very short break on 14th September, the teaching classes on a 

Monday night start on the 19th September and the Monday 

beginner’s class is on every week whenever any beginners 

turn up! Let’s hope that the ones that joined us last year 

decide to come back now that the summer holidays are over! 

    A number of our members attended the RSDCS Summer 

School at St. Andrews this year. By all accounts it was very 

enjoyable. 

    Doris now has a claim to fame, as she befriended Keith 

and Morag Napier from Australia while there! Afterwards 

they stayed with her for a couple of days, while visiting 

friends in this area and Keith installed his index onto her 

computer! Not only that, she has sent it to me! So if you are 

interested in knowing about “Napier’s Index” (apparently so 

far it has 11,000 dances on).... ask Doris! 

    Cathy Queen made it a hat trick by being asked to dance in 

the country demonstration team for the third year running! 

While David was on the teaching staff again (you do realise 

that we were his guinea pigs while he was practising!) and he 

was asked to MC one of the dances at the Younger Hall. All 

of these are quite an honour! Unfortunately though, after a 

good start to the week Ali Queen ended up on crutches with a 

grumbling Achilles! I hope by now that you have recovered 

Ali! 

    A very warm welcome to all the new members who have 

joined us this year, Pam and Mike Lewis, Gill Arpino, 

Sandra Lloyd, Trish Reid, Phyl Hay, Mary Gregory and 

welcome back to Doreen Hetherington. I hope that you will 

continue to stay with us for many years to come! Of course I 

would also like to welcome back all our regular members 

who have rejoined again this year. 

    Our Summer Ball was a sell out when we welcomed Nicol 

McLaren back to play for us ... he and his band played 

superbly! A number of first-timers to our dances attended 

from Cheshire and beyond, they all really enjoyed the night 

and we have had a number of e-mails from them confirming 

this, other than the comments that we received on the night! 

Thank you to everyone of you who helped to make this dance 

the success that it was, whether it was selling or printing the 

tickets, setting up the hall or clearing away afterwards, MC-

ing, providing flowers, making sweets or helping in the 

kitchen on the night. Everyone’s efforts are greatly 

appreciated... Ribble Valley works well as a team, well done 

to all of you! 

    Unfortunately, Linda Gaul is unable to come to our day 

school due to an operation, so we will have to look forward 

to her teaching us another year. We now have Malcolm 

Brown coming from York. I know that you will all make him 

welcome and I’m sure we will all have a good day and learn 

something from him. It is on October 8th 

This year’s committee 

Subscriptions 
    Subscriptions for 2011-2012 are now due. RSCDS 

membership plus Branch membership is £16. The 

subscription for two people at the same address is £13 each. 

There is a reduced rate for young people. 

    Subscriptions should be paid to the Membership Secretary, 

Judy Grimsey, or to any committee member. 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or 

to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The Beginners and Intermediate class runs 

every Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood. Full teaching 

classes restart on 19 September; a beginners’ class will be in 

the side room, if there are sufficient numbers. Beginners are 

welcome at any time. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30. These 

classes will restart on 14 September. 

Day School, Sat. 8 October 2011, at Chipping Memorial 

Hall. The teacher will be Malcolm Brown. 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 5 November 2011, at Longridge Civic 

Hall. Music by David Cunningham. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2011, at Staining Village 

Hall. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Fri. 2 March 2012, at Barton Village 

Hall. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 31 March 2012, at Longridge Civic 

Hall. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 11 August 2012, at Longridge Civic 

Hall. 

Isobel Watts 
    It is with deep regret that we have to inform you of the 

death of one of our members and teachers, Isobel Watts. 

Isobel, who lived in Sale, has taught at the Goosnargh class, 

along with her daughter Gill. She died peacefully on 1st 

August shortly after being diagnosed with cancer. We all 

send sincere sympathy to Gill and all of her family. She will 

be greatly missed by all who knew her. 

    (Jill sent a message of condolence from the Branch.) 
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at Chipping and Chris will 

be more than happy to sell you a ticket. 

    For those of you who couldn’t make the AGM, I am very 

pleased to tell you that we recovered the full costs of the CD 

and book project within the first 11 months! Sales of the 

book and CD have gone beyond my wildest imagination and 

it has taken me totally by surprise all the interest that we have 

had from abroad. Our dances are being danced and people 

are listening to our CD in Canada, USA, Australia, New 

Zealand, Southern Ireland, Switzerland, Belgium, Hungary, 

Germany, Norway, Israel and Japan as well as the United 

Kingdom! Those are only the countries that we definitely 

know of because we have sent them there! ... there could be 

more as well from people who have bought the CD and book 

from Summer School, TAC in Canada or our internet 

distributor that we are not even aware of! We have just had a 

third reprint done of the book, which means we have now 

sold nearly 600 copies and there are only round about 200 

CDs left! 

    We used David Cunningham’s recording studio to record 

our CD and in November, at our Autumn Dance we will be 

listening and dancing to him playing with his band. He has 

played for us before but it was quite a number of years ago. 

Following that we will be having our usual Hogmanay party 

at Staining. 

    At the same time as writing this, I am multi tasking and 

contacting and booking teachers for our Wednesday classes 

to give you a variety of different teaching techniques to make 

our Wednesdays more interesting. The first Wednesday in 

the month, will as usual not be a teaching class, but run by 

the members. So, please let me know if you would like to 

take part ... anyone can do it, why not try just one dance and 

see how you go on! 

    I look forward to seeing all of you at some point 

throughout the coming term! 

    Enjoy your dancing.   Jill 

Chairman’s remarks, continued ... 
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Photos of the Summer Ball, by Linda Grant: 


