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Chairman’s Remarks 
    Another year nearly gone! I’m sure that the older one gets the 

faster the years pass by! 

    Since I last wrote to you we have had the Day School where our 

teacher for the day was Helen Russell. A good day and evening was 

enjoyed by all who attended. The numbers were slightly down on 

previous years, but unfortunately many of us are finding it 

increasingly harder to dance all day and night as well! Phill Jones 

was our musician for the day and played with his band at the 

evening dance. 

    This was followed by the Autumn Dance where we welcomed 

Ian Muir. This was an excellent night and well attended considering 

we always lose about a set of people to the RSCDS AGM on the 

same weekend. 

    Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way towards 

making these two events a success. 

    We are looking forward to our Hogmanay Party on 31st 

December. As usual, this is the one dance where we hold a raffle to 

raise funds for a local charity. Therefore I am asking if as many of 

you as possible can donate raffle prizes for it. Anything can be 

brought on the night or given to me or any committee member at 

any time. Thank you in advance as I know, as usual, we will have a 

super raffle. If you haven’t already bought your ticket for the night, 

please see Chris. 

    During December, the Christmas Card board will be “appearing” 

at classes. Anyone can make a donation and write their Christmas 

Greetings on the cards provided in lieu of sending individual 

Christmas cards to everyone. 

    Normally we donate the raffle and the Christmas card money to 

the local children’s hospice, however if any of you feel that this 

year there is another local charity that you would prefer us to 

support, please let me know. 

    After the successful one last year, the first of our two “Nice and 

Easy” dances will be on March 4th 2011. George Meikle will be 

playing for us and we will welcome beginners and newer dancers 

(along with anyone else who would like to come!) to a dance with 

live music with every dance being walked through. 

    The CD and book sales are going well and I am very pleased to 

let you know that in the first 4 months, we have nearly recouped 

half of our outlay. This is excellent news and although sales will 

slow down we are confident that we will get the whole of our 

money back ... possibly sooner than we thought. 

    We have had many letters and emails from all over the world and 

we know that our dances are being tried in Canada, USA, 

Germany, Ireland and Japan that we know of, as well as here in the 

UK! Extracts from some of the letters and e mails are printed later 

on in this newsletter. The CD has been featured on quite a number 

of local radio stations throughout Scotland as well. We were even 

described by one local radio station as coming from “Way down 

south.... south of Stonehaven” when I wrote and told him we were 

quite a long way south of Stonehaven .... His reply was 

“Stonehaven streeeeches a longgggggg longgggggg way!!!” 

    We are gradually working our way through all the dances in the 

book ourselves at our own dances, but it’s always good to see one 

or two of them appearing on other people’s programmes too! 

    Our end of term Christmas party and finger buffet will be on 20th 

December for the Monday class and 22nd December for the 

Wednesday class. The classes will resume in the New Year on 

January 5th at Goosnargh and the 10th at Fulwood. 

    I would like to finish by wishing you all an enjoyable Christmas 

and a very Healthy and Happy New Year. I hope to see you in the 

run up to Christmas or at the Hogmanay party. If not, I shall look 

forward to dancing with you during 2011! 

    Enjoy your dancing. 

    Jill 

Ken Shepherd 
    Sad to say, Eileen Shepherd’s husband, Ken, died a few 

weeks ago. He had been a keen Branch member, until he 

became ill some years ago with a heart problem. Our 

thoughts must go out to Eileen at this time. 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The Beginners and Intermediate class runs 

every Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30, 

except on 27 December and 3 January. Beginners are 

welcome at any class. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30, except on 

29 December. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2010, at Staining Village 

Hall. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Friday 4 March 2011, at Barton 

Village Hall. Music by George Meikle. 

Scottish Trip, Friday 8 to Monday 11 April, to Dundee. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 2 April 2011, at Longridge Civic Hall. 

Music by Luke Brady. 

Nice & Easy Dance, Sat. 11 June 2011, at Barton Village 

Hall. Music by John Browne. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 13 August 2011, at Longridge Civic 

Hall. Music by Nicol McLaren. 

Day School, Sat. 8 October 2011, at Chipping Memorial 

Hall. The teacher will be Linda Gaul. 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 5 November 2011, at Longridge Civic 

Hall. Music by David Cunningham. 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or 

to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 

At the Day School in Chipping – Phill Jones (musician), 

Helen Russell (teacher), and our chairman Jill Burrows: 



 

   

Extracts from various letters and emails 

received re the Ribble Valley CD and book 
 

We were delighted to receive our copy of the above and have 

played it over and gone through the dances on a number of 

occasions. What a wealth of talent the Ribble Valley branch has! 

We are sure that you are very proud of your branch achievement. 

The music on the CD is excellent and makes very enjoyable 

listening, your choice of Nicol McLaren and his band to provide 

the music was a good one, for obvious reasons he and his band are 

so popular up here. 

When Steven Brown ’phoned and asked me if my dance, “The 

Ribble Link” could be included in the book, I was naturally 

surprised but very pleased to have been remembered when the book 

was being compiled. 

The CD and dances are a welcome addition to Scottish Country 

Dancing as a whole and I am sure that we will have great pleasure 

in dancing the dances. Some of these we have already danced up 

here, as we brought a couple back from the classes we attended last 

time we were down in your area. 

With our kind regards to all, 

Steve & Jeanette Gibson. (They live in Blairgowrie, Perthshire.) 
 

Many thanks. The CD is excellent. Have only tried Berry 
Brow so far - most enjoyable and will be going into a 
programme.  Caledonians start again soon and I hope to try 
more of the dances with them. 
Kind regards, 
Bob Gordon.  Dorset Caledonian Society Poole. 
 

I am RSCDS Teacher of RSCDS Saitama Branch in 

Japan. 
I order Branch Book & Branch CD together (The 

Ribble Valley Book of Scottish Country 

Dances) 
Please send it to me. Thank you 

Mrs. Hitomi Sato 

Japan 
 

Sorry I forgot to let you know what we played on the 
programme last week, tracks 2 & 3.  Excellent CD and we 
will use to again soon. 

Thanks again for sending the CD 
All the best 
Caroline & George Berry (Oban FM) 
 

It’s good to iron to too! Helen Beaney (Ireland) 
 

We have really enjoyed Red Rum and the music continues to 
delight. 
Stephen (Hamilton) 
 

We are learning The Restless Ghost, ready for Halloween. 

Have also done the Ribblesdale Strathspey, Ribble Link Reel, 

Kathy Campbell’s Reel and Berry Brow. All good dances which 

I hope will catch on. Enjoyed the CD and it’s good to have the 

original tunes. 

Helen & Lyall Ramsay (Nr. Forfar) 
 

Your c d it is very good just the type of music we play on our own 

show we also have a mixture of country Irish all sorts we will be 

plugging it for you 

Cheers Aggie & George Ferrier, Radio Lochbroom 
 

It’s an excellent CD with Nicol at his best. Daphne Taylor (Lakes) 
 

Morning (here at least anyway) 

How does someone from this side of the big pond get a 

copy of the book to match the cd for the 16 dances of 

the Ribble Valley Book? It looks interesting. 

I just received the CD and have been listening to it and 

would like to see the dances that go with the music. 

Thanks 

Bob Messner, RSCDS Atlanta Branch Georgia USA 
 

Enjoyed the Restless Ghost. Next week are learning the 

Carleton Jig. Have done A Far Distant Land and enjoyed 

dancing to “The Meeting of the Waters” music. 

Peter Dixon (Rush Green, Hertford) 
 

Billy Anderson has played some tracks from the CD and 

Ian Lees, who presents Saturday dance on Radio Tay, 

which is all SCDance music has played some, as I 

mentioned in a previous e-mail. We have been going 

through the book at Aberlemno and the Class seemed 

really keen on Loopylu and asked me to congratulate 

Joan Thompson for this, but I don't have a contact 

number for her. If you see her, perhaps you could pass 

on the message to her. 

Look forward to seeing you soon. 

Love, Steve xx 
 

I have listened to the CD and it is Excellent, Nicol 
McLaren is a good band, he plays for a lot of Country 
Dances all over. 
I would be delighted to have a copy of your book so that 
I could relay details to the listeners. 
There are quite a few Scottish Country Dance Branches 
in our listening area so hopefully they will show some 
interest. 
All the best 
John "The Prof" from Moray Firth Radio 
 

I have not yet had an opportunity to do any of the dances 
but I enjoy the CD. George Daly. 
(I am a member of the Tunbridge Wells branch of the 
RSCDS) 
 

I present a 2 hour program every Thursday evening at TAYAM in 

Dundee and feature Scotland's music and song. I will feature the 

new recording in the coming weeks and give a subtle hint as 

to where the listeners can obtain the product! 

Kind regards, 

BILLY ANDERSON 
 

Our group in City of Kawasaki, close to Tokyo, is enjoying dances 

from your Branch Book. We danced Berry Brow, Contrary Mary, 

David Queen Strathspey and Ribble Link. We will enjoy JillwithaJ 

next Wednesday. 
 

Received Cd & Book today with thanks. 
Wonderful tempo and excellent sets of tunes. 
I am definately not disappointed. 
Looking forward to trying out the dances in the 
coming sessions 

We actually have a Kathy Campbell dancing in 
our Branch along with a Mary who is NOT 
contrary but will appreciate the connection. 
The restless ghost has an amazing set of tunes 
and although classified as tricky will be well 
worth the effort just for the music. 
Here’s wishing you and your Branch all 
success with the venture 

Traditionally Yours 

Stephen (Hamilton & Clydesdale RSCDS) 

 

As far as practicable, these have all been entered as received. Ed. 


