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Chairman’s Remarks 
    First and foremost, congratulations are in order! Well done 

to Jeff Middleton, David Horsman and Paula Wright who 

have passed their final exams and are now fully qualified 

teachers!  Michael John and Sue Ellis are well on their way! 

They have now successfully passed parts 2 and 3, which 

gives them their first teacher’s certificate, that’s absolutely 

brilliant, well done to you all, we’re really proud of you! Our 

branch is now in the very enviable position of having 13 fully 

qualified and 3 semi-qualified teachers amongst its members.  

    Since the last newsletter we have had quite a few events. 

The Hogmanay party was most enjoyable, where members of 

this branch brought in the New Year with many of our 

dancing friends from the surrounding areas. As usual, the hall 

at Staining was beautifully decorated to give the right 

ambience to the occasion! 

    The Nice and Easy Dance, this year with Ian Slater, was 

held in the bigger hall at Barton, as we were unable to book 

the Goosnargh hall. Here, we were not so limited on the 

numbers as we were last year and the number of people 

attending exceeded our expectations! The feedback was 

excellent, so there’s obviously a need for this type of dance 

in the area. In view of this, we are looking at the possibilities 

of running two dances of this kind next year instead of one.  

    We welcomed Kenny Thomson to our Spring Dance, 

which again went very well and was enjoyed by all who were 

there. This year we had to bring the date of this dance 

forward because of when Easter fell, which meant the 

numbers attending were lower than normal. This was due to 

clashing with dances further afield, but affecting people who 

would normally come to us. Next year however, it will be 

back to its normal date of the first Saturday in April. 

    A number of members have just returned from yet another 

wonderful trip to Scotland! In line with the last few years, we 

even managed to arrange the good weather! We had a 

slightly different format this year, attending two big dances 

organised by the Helensburgh Branch. We had excellent 

music on both nights provided by Sandy Nixon and Marian 

Anderson. Thank you to Chris and Sandie for organising this 

year’s trip, you really did your groundwork and made an 

excellent choice of hotel and places for us to visit! You will 

find the trippers’ comments further on in this newsletter! 

    Thank you also to Linda Grant, she took a number of 

photographs on the trip and has donated a CD of them to the 

branch. This can be borrowed by anyone who is interested, 

just let me know if you would like to look at them.       

    This brings me to next year’s trip. We need a volunteer to 

organise the hotel and places to visit to enable us to run one 

next year. Ideally it will be someone who has the time during 

the summer this year to check places out. There are plenty of 

people who will support and help you, so please let me know 

if you feel you could do this. 

    While we’re on the subject of volunteers! Sheila 

Warburton, who has been our auditor for the last few years, 

checking our books, will be stepping down at the AGM in 

June. Do any of you feel that you could manage to do this 

job? Sheila will be able to explain what is involved to any 

interested parties. 

    The CD is going to plan. David Cunningham has the 

proposed CD cover and we are waiting for his comments. 

Nicol McLaren has all the music and has already booked a 

couple of sessions in David’s studio for the recording. He 

tells me he has five of the tracks already sorted and is 

working on the rest. Hopefully, if everything goes to plan, we 

will be able to have everything completed by mid July. 

    Summer dancing starts from the beginning of May for both 

the Monday and the Wednesday classes. The last Wednesday 

class will be on 4th August when we will be having a 

practice for the Summer Ball, there will be no dancing at 

Goosnargh until the teaching classes start again on 

September 15th, the Monday nights will continue throughout 

the summer.  

    If you are going away, have a lovely summer holiday and I 

will see you again in September, suitably refreshed, I hope! 

For those of you, either not going away or only for a short 

time, I look forward to seeing you soon, at the Summer 

Dancing classes or dances in this area throughout the summer 

period.  

    As always, enjoy your dancing.   Jill 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The Beginners and Intermediate class runs 

every Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30. The 

two classes will be combined into one, during the summer, 

starting at the beginning of May. 

Wednesday classes The Intermediate and Social class is on 

Wednesdays at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30. The class 

will finish on 4 August and will re-start on 15 September. 

Annual General Meeting will be held Wed. 23 June at 

Goosnargh Village Hall. See the separate article. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 7 August 2010, at Longridge Civic Hall. 

Music by Colin Dewar. 

Day School, Sat. 9 October 2010, at Chipping Memorial 

Hall. The teacher is Helen Russell, the music is provided by 

Phil Jones, who will also play in the evening. 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 6 November 2010, at Longridge Civic 

Hall. Music by Ian Muir. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December 2010, at Staining Village 

Hall. 

Nice & Easy Dance, to be arranged. 

Annual General Meeting 
    The AGM will be held on Wednesday 23 June at 

Goosnargh Village Hall. Notification will be sent to all 

Branch members. 

    If you have a motion to put down for the AGM, please 

ensure it reaches the Secretary, Michael John, by 14 May. 

Motions must be on the agenda which is sent out with the 

notification. 

    We have a need for an independent examiner (an auditor) 

for the year 2010/2011. If you are prepared to do this, please 

let us know. It involves a certain amount of careful 

paperwork in the two months leading up to (next year’s) 

AGM. The independent examiner cannot be one of the 

committee. 



 

   

Results of the questionnaire on the trip to Rhu 
Have you enjoyed this trip? 

Yes (100%) 

Extra comments:- once I relaxed, excellent trip, another super 

trip, very much, as always, well organised, lots of fun and 

friendship, first class, thoroughly, accommodation was 

lovely, thank you very much, thank you, definitely, super, 

why ask!, immensely. 

What could we have done to improve it? 

Nothing, not much, not a lot, very little (27) 

Comments:- Extra night, make it longer, extended stay, 

extend it to a week, have a ceilidh, less food, cut the dances 

back to one night (just me getting old!), hotel to collect the 

bags from the room on departure, you worked very hard and 

couldn't have done more, all was great, some “more space” to 

relax!, turn the church bells off overnight!, we fully 

understand that people would have liked 3 days but short 

trips make it easier for people who still work!, a hazard 

warning for a trip to a shopping mall, more scones. 

What was the worst thing about the weekend? 

Nothing, all good, couldn't fault any of it, not long enough, 

having to come home, going home, can’t think of anything, 

coming to an end, no complaints, n/a (22) 

Other comments:- minor untimeliness by a very few; but 

seems inevitable, alas ... , lack of storage in room and only 3 

hangers between 2!, not enough storage in the hotel room, the 

bells, a broken ankle (see footnote), the coach (but not the 

driving), heat in the dance hall, hotel food, hotel staff not on 

the ball as Sunday breakfast cold, too much food especially 

on the Saturday, food in the middle of the dance evenings - 

prefer just tea and biscuits, buffet food at the dances, no 

ceilidh!, scones!, moving of scones!, too many scones!, not 

enough scones! 

What did you like best about the weekend? 

All of it/ everything/ well planned/ good organisation (10), 

the weather (8), company/ socialising/ friendship/ friendly 

atmosphere (19), free day (1), dancing/ dances (21), excellent 

music/ bands (8) 2 dances no ceilidh (1), replacement of DIY 

ceilidh (1), shopping mall (1), winning the raffle (1), good 

planning and organisation (4), gardens/ visits (4), hotel (6), 

scones (8). 

Are you happy with the 3 day trip or do you prefer 4? 

Prefer 3 days (5), either/ don’t mind (12), prefer 4 days (23 - 

2 of which would like 7 days!) 

Is there any particular area of Scotland you would like us to 

consider for future years? 

Anywhere, Aberdeen, Angus, Oban, Dundee, Skye, Stirling, 

Borders, Mull, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Fort William, 

Galloway, Pitlochry, Inverness, West Coast, Castle Douglas, 

Haddington, Northumberland, Ayrshire, Arran, Tweed, Fife. 

Would you like to make any other comments? 

I fancy a trip to Bruge (1), best to share the responsibility of 

arranging trip/ suggest only 1 year each time (1), don’t forget 

me next year! (1), missed the ceilidh (8). 

Great holiday/ many thanks to all for the hard work and 

organisation/ grateful thanks to all who made everything 

possible, with all the themes and surprises!/ Well done all the 

organisation was perfect!/ thank you so much for all your 

hard work - incredible/ big thank you for all your hard work/

well done Chris and Sandie/ many thanks Jill, Chris, Sandie, 

Judy and Stephen/ thank you Jill, Judy and the parrot!/ thank 

you to all those involved in the organisation - a real team 

effort/ thank you to all!/ thank you for organising the trip/

very well organised in all areas/ appreciate the hard work that 

goes into the trip/ well done and thank you to all involved 

(16). 

Footnote - in fact Sue’s ankle isn’t broken, but it is injured. 

Letters to the editor 
Thank You Ribble Valley, from Jeff Middleton 

    Thank you Ribble Valley for all the support that you have 

given me over recent years to enable me to successfully 

complete my teaching certificate course. My thanks go to all 

the teachers who allowed me to practise teaching in their 

classes in order to build up the number of hours of teaching 

practice required in order to take the final examination 

course. Special thanks go to Stephen, who was my mentor, 

and to Ken and Lavinia for their support throughout the 

course and for their input into my final planning for the 

examination. Finally, thanks go to the Ribble Valley Branch 

members for attending the classes and putting up with some 

of my faltering attempts at teaching. You have all helped to 

make it happen. Thank you. Jeff. 

Booking dances, from Jane Bennett 

    I have recently had a very enjoyable weekend of dancing in 

Helensburgh with our group for our annual Scottish 

Weekend. For the first time in my 10 years of dancing, I was 

very conscious of the common practice of booking ahead 

dances that a lot of our group tend to do, and how restricting 

this practice can be. 

    Here we were with a hall full of people I did not know, and 

wanted to have the opportunity to dance with, which I did. I 

made an effort not to book dances ahead, and I did not sit one 

dance out. I had the privilege of meeting some interesting 

people, some good dancers, and some not so good dancers, 

but enjoyed dancing with them all. It is refreshing to meet 

new people, find out where they come from, where they 

dance, and a bit about them, its surprising what can be 

exchanged in a few minutes. 

    I usually only dance locally with Ribble Valley group and 

the Preston Caledonian group. Within the Ribble Valley 

group is it common practice for a lot of people to book 

dances. From talking to other people from other areas the 

practice of booking dances is variable. Some areas is it quite 

common, in others it is acceptable but unusual and often 

frowned upon. 

    Scottish Dancing is supposed to be a very friendly and 

sociable occasion, giving you the opportunity to mix and meet 

new people. Booking ahead can exclude new dancers, and the 

opportunity to dance with people you do not know. It can 

restrict you to dancing with the same people that you feel 

comfortable with. We have ample opportunity to dance with 

our friends from our own groups at weekly classes. 

    I will try to carry on making a conscious effort not to book 

dances. However, when being asked to book a dance, it can 

be very difficult to say no, as it can cause offence. I will try 

saying “We can find each other for a dance later”. 

    I know this issue has been discussed and debated many 

times before, and there are a lot of people who do not book 

dances, and there is no right or wrong. Jane Bennett 

    The editor has become aware of two groups of people, each 

from 20 miles away, who do not come to our dances, because 

of our large-scale booking of dances. Our dances should 

never be private parties. We didn’t book dances when we had 

Japanese visitors - we shouldn’t do it when we have visitors 

from other local groups, as we always do. 



 

   

Helensburgh waterfront 

Jim Lad, our mascot 

And after the weekend 

Pirates of the Caribbean 



Rhu Church and 

War Memorial 

Hotel and grounds 

At Rhu Point 

Drumlanrig Castle and drive 

 

   

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or 

to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com . 


