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Chairman’s Remarks 
    I can't believe that we're into May already! It doesn't 

seem that long ago that we were enjoying the festive 

season and bringing in the New Year in the beautifully 

decorated hall at Staining!  

    Our Spring Dance, in April, went extremely well with 

fantastic music provided by Iain Thomson and his band. 

The numbers attending were slightly down on last year, 

possibly due to us clashing with another dance in the 

area ... and one or two people left early due to the 

unseasonal snow!  

    A number of us have recently returned from another 

very enjoyable branch trip. This year we made a repeat 

journey to Oban, our first trip there was in 1997. 

Everybody enjoyed it ... it was a 100% success! This is 

according to the survey everyone was asked to complete 

on the way home. We even managed to organize the 

weather! The survey also showed that everyone 

preferred the extra day and would like a four day trip 

next year as it made the weekend much more relaxing. 

The band was exceptionally good at the Saturday night 

dance. Luke Brady is only in his 20s and he brought his 

15 year old brother with him as his 2nd accordion. It was 

an honour to be there witnessing such young talent and 

he is certainly going to be a top band to look out for in 

the future. We're definitely going to bring him down to 

Ribble Valley soon! I would like to say a very big 

THANK YOU, to all of you who contributed, in any 

way whatsoever, to make this weekend so enjoyable. 

You can all start thinking now of things you may be able 

to do on the trip next year!  

    The members' nights on the first Wednesday in each 

month continue to be a success and attract people who 

do not normally come to our classes. Anyone who feels 

they would like to participate, please let me know, you 

do not have to wait to be asked!  

    I would like to thank David, Stephen, Joan, Doris and 

all the teachers who have taken both the Monday and 

Wednesday classes throughout the winter months and 

thank them in advance for their part in taking the 

summer classes. We really do all appreciate all the hard 

work you put in, even if it isn't always obvious on the 

night!  

    Now that we are into the summer dancing on the class 

nights, some of you may be interested to know that we 

have arranged for John Morris to come and teach some 

dances from his Vallin Collection Books on Wednesday 

14th May and 18th June, so they should prove to be very 

interesting evenings!  

    Finally, if any of you find yourselves with duplicate 

sets of full instructions for dances or dance books that 

you no longer require, please give them to Judy. She 

intends to start a branch library for dance instructions 

and books which will be available for all members to 

borrow.  

    Enjoy your dancing.     Jill 

Forthcoming events 

Monday classes The Beginners and General class runs every 

Monday at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, at 7.30. This class runs as 

a General class during the summer, Beginners classes re-starting in 

September. 

Wednesday classes The intermediate class runs every 

Wednesday at Goosnargh Village Hall, at 7.30. 

Ladies Step classes The class has not been operating during 

2008; if it does meet, it will be on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Tuesday of 

each month at Goosnargh Village Hall. 

Ramble This is being arranged for Sunday 11 May. See the article 

on this page. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 9 August, at Longridge Civic Hall. Music by 

Iain McPhail. 

Day School, Sat. 11 October, at Chipping Memorial Hall.The 

teacher will be Sue Porter, from Oban; during the day, music will 

be provided by David Queen. In the evening, music will be by 

Andrew Lyon and Heather (Lyon). 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 1 November, at Longridge Civic Hall. 

Music by Ron Kerr. This is being billed as a Derek Haynes 

Memorial dance. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December, at Staining Village Hall. 

“Nice ’n Easy” Dance, Fri. 6 February 2009, at Goosnargh 

Village Hall. Music by Ian Slater. Most of the programme will be 

dances suitable for people who attend beginners classes. 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, or 

to: stephenbrown07@btinternet.com (NEW EMAIL ADDRESS). 

Walk and meal, Sunday 11 May 
Venue: Knott End on Sea 

Meet: 2.30 in the main car park near the slipway – oppo-

site the Bourne Arms, between the slipway and the Golf 

Club. 

Walk: Knott End to Preesall and return along the sea 

wall; approx. 5½ miles. 

Meal afterwards at the Bourne Arms about 6.00; menu 

and other details from Chris Waddington. 

Please indicate those interested – names to Chris. 

Archivist 

We are still looking for a Branch Archivist. Anyone 

interested in taking on this role, please contact the 

Secretary. 

Kathy Campbell 
Sadly, Kathy died a few days ago. She had been ill for a 

long time, but always seemed cheerful. Her funeral was 

on April 30 in Standish. 

    A collection taken at our classes and at the Heather 

Mixture class raised £93.10 for the Church of England 

Children’s Society. 



 

 

  

Trip to Oban –  

On board coach 

Oban from Pulpit Hill 

Leaving Oban by ship 
Iona main street 

JOHN SMITH 
SEPT 1938 - MAY 1994 

 
An Honest Man’s 

The Noblest 
Work of God 

My photo of John Smith’s grave, on Iona, didn’t 

come out well enough to show the wording; but 

it affected me somewhat, at the time I saw it. 

Iona Abbey 

Ceilidh night –  

High culture 
(and otherwise) 

Quote of the trip: “All the deer we have seen today” (on the journey 

across Mull) “are young ones; all the old deers are on the Shearings bus.” 


