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Chairman’s Remarks 
    So much seems to have happened since the last 

newsletter. We had another very successful weekend trip 

away in Pitlochry. This time we’ve asked you for your 

views and comments to help us with the planning of future 

trips. Your comments, views and suggestions are printed 

in full further on in this newsletter, although one or two 

comments, I believe, are a bit tongue in cheek! 

    We also had the revived ramble, which by all accounts 

was very enjoyable and I have had a request for it to be 

repeated, perhaps you could let me, or any committee 

member know your views on this. 

    I would like to thank Don for his past 5 years work as 

secretary for the branch. This is one of the hardest jobs on 

the committee and the backbone of any society. Well done 

Don and thank you to Dee for taking over this arduous 

task. 

    I apologise for the equipment and microphone not 

working correctly at the AGM, despite being tested prior 

to the meeting. It transpired that the amplifier was faulty, 

so we are now in the process of replacing it, so hopefully 

we will not have this problem again. 

    The Summer Ball was a resounding success, with 

Robert Whitehead and the Danelaw Band on top form and 

a brilliant buffet during the break. Thank you to all of you 

who helped in any way whatsoever that contributed 

towards the success of the night. I received many 

compliments on the night from our guests and I know 

other members of the committee did too.  

    We have our Japanese Visitors’ Dance next week, 

which, by the time you read this will probably have been 

and gone! I’m sure it will be very enjoyable and hopefully 

leave our Japanese visitors with lasting memories of their 

time with us.  

    It is with regret that I have to inform you that we are 

losing two of our teachers, Lavinia and Ken Morris. They 

no longer wish to teach within the branch and they are 

diversifying into a different type of dancing. We will be 

sorry to lose them, thank them for all the work they have 

done for the branch in the past and wish them luck with 

their new venture.      

    Thank you to all those of you who have taken any of the 

classes during the summer dancing…. We’ve all enjoyed 

the good selection of dances. The summer is now over…. I 

think the best of the summer weather was in April when 

we were in Pitlochry! We now have the teaching classes, 

day school, autumn dance and Hogmanay to look forward 

to and another year will be gone. We must all be enjoying 

ourselves for the time to pass so quickly! 

    Enjoy your dancing. 

    Jill 

This year’s committee 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The classes at Christ Church Hall, Fulwood, 

which have been run as a social class during the summer, will re

-start as a Beginners and General class on 17 September. 

Wednesday classes The intermediate class at Goosnargh 

Village Hall will re-start  on 19 September. 

Ladies Step classes The class meets on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th 

Tuesday of each month, at Goosnargh Village Hall. 

Day School, Sat. 13 October 2007, at Chipping Memorial 

Hall. The teacher is Pat Houghton, the musician is David Queen; 

David will also play for the evening dance in company with 

John Brown. 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 3 November 2007, at Longridge Civic 

Hall. Music by Nicol McLaren. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December, at Staining Village Hall, 

near Blackpool. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 5 April, at Longridge Civic Hall. Music 

by Ian Thomson. 

Scottish Trip: This is being arranged, probably mid-April, 

probably to Oban. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 9 August, at Longridge Civic Hall. Music 

by Iain McPhail. 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, 

Preston, Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, 

or to: stevebrown@jan1945.fsnet.co.uk. 

Recruitment 

By Rose John 

    There cannot be a branch anywhere in the world which has 

not grappled with the issue of attracting new dancers – and 

keeping them! In the past year Ribble Valley has been 

addressing this issue with approaches being made to schools, the 

University of Central Lancashire and Alston Hall. Posters have 

been made for distribution to various venues i.e. hospitals, 

council offices, shops, libraries and other premises and our usual 

adverts will be appearing shortly in the local papers too. Our 

posters promote the ‘Get fit and have fun’ aspect of SCD and 

will be available at classes for members to put up in their local 

area. 

Part 1 teaching exam success 

Heartfelt congratulations are due to Ed Reid, who spent two 

weeks of the summer working very hard at Summer School, and 

has passed Units 1, 2, and 3 of the Teacher’s Certificate. He 

lives in Rhyl, and works in Preston for part of the week, and 

sometimes attends the Monday classes. Well done! 
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Questionnaire results, Pitlochry April 2007 

From Jill Burrows. These are the results of a 

questionnaire completed on the coach trip back home. 

1. Have you enjoyed this trip?  
Ok (1) Yes (28) Yes very much / very enjoyable / greatly / 

wonderful / definitely / excellent / emphatically / 

thoroughly (19) Total 100% 

2. What could we have done to improve it? 
Nothing / there wasn’t anything / not much / can’t think of 

anything / arrangements were fine leave well alone / keep 

the same format / could not fault / very happy (34) 2 new 

good feet (1) Longer time (4) Total 83% 

Improvements suggested by the other 13% were: 

Saturday dance more popular dance programme / less heat 

at dance / bigger dance floor / sticky dance floor (5) Less 

activity / chaotic on Friday night (2) Hotel staff not 

complying with our requests (1) Evening meals earlier (5)  

3. What was the worst thing about the weekend? 
Nothing / not enough hours in the day / all good / all 

enjoyable / none at all / was there one? / ending! / leaving / 

coming home / couldn’t fault (22) Everything / all good 

(10) Designated the coach virgin! (1) Tom’s jokes! (1) 

Sore feet (1) Not long enough (1) Total 76% 

The worst things listed by the other 24% were: 

Friday night chaotic (1) Friday night (1) Ceilidh dances 

hard (2) Pantomime (1) Poor meal service on Friday night 

(5) Late start of ceilidh (3) The dance floor (4) Ballroom 

too hot (5) Sharing rooms for eating (1) Dance taking 

place in hotel / hotel ballroom arrangements / hotel staff 

not complying to requested arrangements (3) No bath (1) 

Very hot bathroom (1) Long journey (1) Too late back on 

Saturday / too many trips on Saturday / lack of free time 

(3)  

4. What did you like best about the weekend? 
Company / friends / being together again / relaxed tempo 

pleasant company / camaraderie / mad company (18) 

Weather (10) Saturday trip / Falkirk wheel (6) Ceilidh / 

Friday night / entertainment (5) Location (5) 

Organisation / itinerary / variety / choice of things to do 

(3) Easy check in at hotel / hotel overall (2) Freedom to do 

own thing or join in / options (2) Dance taking place in 

hotel (1) Variety of activities (1) Frocks (1) 

5. Would you prefer future trips the same length or 

longer? 
3 days (23) 4 days (35) 5 days (13) Comment: depends on 

distance travelled and places of interest.  

6. Do you wish to keep the trip to Scotland only? 
Yes / prefer (31) Total 66% 

No / not necessarily / don’t mind / open to suggestions 

(16) Total 34%  

7. Would you like to return to anywhere where we have 

already been to? 
Yes / not bothered / no preference / first-timers (45) Total 

95% No / not particularly (2) 

If so where? 
Anywhere that we haven’t been for 3 years / all of them 

(7) Oban (11) Stirling (7) Pitlochry (7) Inverness (6) Perth 

(5) Dunoon (3) Fort William (3) Kingussie (2) Ayr (2) Not 

Ayr (1) Melrose (1) Dunfermline (1) 

8. Is there any particular area of Scotland you would 

like to go to? 

Anywhere / not bothered (21) Total 45% 

The remaining 55% suggested:  

By a loch or sea (1) Borders (1) Duns (1) Dumfries (3) 

Berwick (2) Galloway (4) Central (1) Dundee (4) 

Edinburgh (2) East Lothian (2) Fife / St. Andrews (2) Fort 

William (1) Glasgow (5) Highlands (3) Aberdeen (4) 

Islands (2) Skye (4) North west / West coast (6) Oban (2) 

9. If not Scotland, is there anywhere you would like to 

visit? 
Not answered / not applicable / no (30) Total 64% 

Open to suggestions (2) North East / Northumberland /  

Newcastle / Alnwick area / York (5) South / Cornwall (2) 

Cumbria / Lakes (3) Derbyshire / Cotswolds (2) Isle of 

Man (1) Northern Ireland (1) Wales / Llandudno (4)  

10. Other comments 

Good 
None (13) Thank you to everyone who made the weekend 

so memorable and enjoyable / Thank you to the organisers, 

committee and all the participants / Thank you to the 

organisers / Venues, all activities etc should be chosen by 

the present organisers who have all done an excellent job / 

Great weekend / All organisation great / A lot of effort 

went into this trip and it was greatly appreciated / Good 

company / Well organised and thought out / Brilliant 

weekend / the organisers do a good job / It’s ungrateful to 

start petty carping / Every trip has been such a hard act to 

follow / Well organised – all hard work put in by Jill, 

Mary, Don and Dee is very much appreciated / A really 

good trip / Thoroughly enjoyed the weekend / Appreciate 

all the planning that went into it / Thank you to the 

organisers / Keep up the good work / We appreciate all the 

hard work and all things seen and unseen by the people 

who make our annual trip so happy and enjoyable / An 

excellently organised event / A very well organised trip / 

everyone so friendly / We enjoyed the weekend very much 

indeed / Thanks to all concerned - well done / Every credit 

to whoever and thanks / Great weekend / Keep up the 

good work, thank you / great weekend, will come again / 

Big thank you to the organisers for their efforts (30)  

Enjoyed trip organised by someone else (1) Don’t make 

any changes (if it works, don’t fix it) (1) Enjoyed mostly 

Scottish dancing on Friday night / good dances on Friday 

night / Friday night (4) Enjoyed spending time with 

friends outside normal weekly classes / I go on the trip to 

enjoy the company of other dancers and friends regardless 

of where the trip goes (2) Pitlochry proved to be a popular 

choice for a quiet day or an expensive one for the ladies 

(1)  Thank you for arranging the weather (1)  

Not so good  
Quizzes too hard / too taxing (3) If only 3 days – shorter 

journeys (no longer than this one) (1) Trips too late back 

on Saturday (2) Meals too late (5) 

Suggestions 
Prefer Saturday dance organised and attended by more 

locals (3) Use a church hall or public hall for the Saturday 

dance (1) Friday ceilidh – more join-in dances for non-

dancers / to include a few dances like Strip the Willow and 

Barn Dance (4) Try to get Martin as driver next year (1) 

The sole use of a smaller hotel would be pleasanter (1). 



 

 

  

Trip members, 

snapped by 

Mary Mews: 

Unusually warm weather at Abingdon Services: 

A hen party travelling to Aintree and Blackpool: 

On board coach: 

Your ever-smiling Editor: 

 



 

 

  

Unusually warm weather up on the Cairngorms: 

The Ladies Step 

class in full flow, at 

the hotel in 

Pitlochry: 

Osprey, seen through a telescope: 

The Falkirk Wheel canal lift: 


