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Chairman’s Remarks 
    First, I would like, on behalf of all the members, to 

extend a very warm welcome to our new members, 

Angela Bulteel, Win Haworth, Alison and Doreen 

Leech, who have joined us for the first time this year. 

We also have 7 lapsed members who have rejoined 

us, Welcome Back! We hope that you all enjoy, learn 

and benefit from your time with us, whether it be, 

from the dancing, the music or the just the friendship. 

Our membership now stands at 71, which puts us in a 

very healthy position within the society. 

    I am writing this in between writing my Christmas 

cards! It is frightening that another year has nearly 

gone, where does the time go? 

    Since the last newsletter we have held two 

extremely successful branch events. 

    Despite the mix up with the dates, meaning we 

were unable to use our normal venue at Chipping and 

having to use the Bilsborrow hall instead, we had one 

of our best ever day school and dances. We had a 

brilliant day with tuition provided by Eric Finley, 

along with musical accompaniment supplied by 

David’s wonderful fiddling. Although we had fewer 

than normal extra people joining us for the evening 

dance, we had an excellent night with the music 

provided by Scottish Measure. The night was made 

even more enjoyable by Dee providing cake and wine 

to help her to celebrate her 70th birthday in style. We 

didn’t need much persuasion to help her! 

    We also toasted Sheila’s health at her 70th, at the 

previous Monday night’s class and Frank’s 90th 

birthday the day before that. Since then we have also 

helped Mary and Cliff celebrate 40 years of marriage 

at the Wednesday class and by the time you read this, 

we will also have celebrated David and Ken’s 65th 

birthdays. I don’t know about you, but I could get 

used to all this celebrating! If you haven’t got a big 

birthday or anniversary to celebrate, I’m sure that 

everyone will be more than willing to help you to 

celebrate a less significant birthday or any other 

minor occasion that you may wish to name! 

    Overall, the Autumn Dance was a resounding 

success with fantastic music provided by David 

Cunningham. It was very nearly a full house, with 

quite a number of first timers from other clubs and 

societies joining us. Judging by their comments 

throughout the evening and at the end of the night 

they all enjoyed it and I’m sure we can look forward 

to seeing a number of them again at some of our 

future events. One comment received on the night 

was, that they liked coming to Ribble Valley events 

because we have such a lot of good cooks…. I believe 

we have our cake makers to thank for that! 

    I would also like to say “Thank you” to all of you 

who helped in any way whatsoever, to make these 

events run so smoothly and to everyone who attended 

them. 

    Our next event, the Hogmanay Party on New 

Year’s Eve will soon be upon us, the Christmas 

parties and festivities will have passed and we will be 

reflecting on where another year in our life has gone.  

    Whatever you may be doing over the festive 

season, I would like to wish you a very happy 

Christmas and above all, I hope you have a 

peaceful and healthy New Year. I look forward to 

seeing you suitably refreshed after the break. 

    Enjoy your dancing. 

   Jill 

Forthcoming events 

Monday classes The Beginners and General class at Christ 

Church Hall, Fulwood, will finish for Christmas on 18 

December, restarting on 8 January. 

Wednesday classes The intermediate class at Goosnargh 

Village Hall will finish for Christmas on 20 December, 

restarting on 10 January. 28 March and 11 April are designated 

“practice nights” for immediately forthcoming events. 

Ladies Step classes will finish for Christmas on 19 

December, restarting on 16 January, meeting on the 1st, 3rd, and 

5th Tuesday of each month, at Goosnargh Village Hall. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December, at Staining Village Hall, 

near Blackpool. Requests for tickets should be made to Chris 

Waddington. A RAFFLE will be held in aid of a local children’s 

charity; in recent years this has been Derian House, but 

members may like to suggest an alternative. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 31 March 2007, at Longridge Civic Hall. 

Music by Sandy Nixon. 

Scottish trip, Fri. 13 to Sun. 15 April 2007, to Pitlochry, 

Perthshire. The dance will be held in the hotel ballroom, music 

by the David Oswald band. It has been suggested that members 

may like to think about ceilidh items. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 11 August 2007, at Longridge Civic Hall. 

Music by Robert Whitehead (Danelaw Band). 

Practice nights 
    The Committee has decided that the Wednesday 

evening before each dance event shall be designated 

as a practice night for that event, and shall be 

advertised as such in the Newsletter (and on the 

notice board), and that teachers for these nights shall 

be so advised. 



 

Subscriptions 
   Any outstanding subscriptions (£11 total) should be 

paid to Cathy Queen, or to any Committee member. 

Members should note that the subscription year is 

from July to June; people are not, strictly speaking, 

members until the subscription is paid. 

“Scottish Country Dancer” Society magazine 

   Any member who has not received this magazine 

should contact the Secretary (Don Barnes). The list of 

recipients has come from an ill-prepared list at 

Society Headquarters. Some households have 

received two, and Don would like to distribute these 

extras to members who have not received any. 

Appropriate behaviour at a dance 
    We are sure that all of our members will be aware, 

when at a dance, of the need to make everyone feel 

welcome at that dance; everybody has come to enjoy 

their dancing, every bit as much as we have 

ourselves. This particularly applies to people in the 

same set as ourselves; we should try never to make 

them feel uncomfortable. This is simply a matter of 

good ballroom manners. 

    It would help, also, if those who consider 

themselves to be reasonably good dancers (most of us 

are) spend some of the evening dancing with people 

who have come from a distance. This need involve no 

more than dancing, with your partner, in different 

parts of the room during the course of the evening. 

This will improve the general social atmosphere (not 

that it isn’t pretty good already). 

    What do you think? Please write in! 

First Aiders 
    Does anybody in the Branch hold a Qualified First 

Aider’s Certificate? We are trying to compile a list of 

people who might be available, especially at dances, 

to assist in case of injury. 

    At least one hall, some distance away, insists on 

having a first-aider present at a dance, and we have it 

in mind that this practice may become more general 

in future. 

Frank Hewitson, Ken Shepherd 
    Members may be aware that Frank Hewitson was 

taken ill shortly after his 90th birthday. He has 

written a thank-you letter to those who sent him their 

best wishes; this letter is on the notice-board. He has 

signed it “Long Frank”, so his sense of humour is just 

the same as it always was. 

    Those who were at Goosnargh a few weeks ago 

will be aware that Eileen Shepherd was called away 

suddenly; her husband Ken had been taken into 

hospital. He is back home now, but he needs frequent 

hospital appointments. 

    I’m sure we all wish them both well. 

Lost and found 
    Some weeks ago, a beige Berketex cardigan, size 

14/16, was left at Fulwood after the Monday night 

class. If you know whose cardigan this is, please tell 

Dee Barnes; she gave me to believe it may not be her 

size. 

A letter in “Scientific American” magazine 
    A year or so ago, there was an article in “Scientific 

American” claiming that one of the unique properties 

of the human species is the appreciation of music. It 

seems that, every now and again, someone feels the 

need to find something which is unique to our 

species. This prompted a letter from Angus Henry, a 

Scotsman living in Darwin, Australia: 

“Steven Mithen describes appreciating music as ‘one 

of the most fundamental and defining characteristics 

of being human’. My wife and I teach Scottish 

country dancing. A tame and house-trained red-

collared lorikeet used to come in when it heard us 

selecting or editing music for class, sit on a shoulder 

or arm, and bounce up and down in time to the music 

with obvious pleasure and excitement. And in the 

grounds of the hall we use for class there lives a large 

frill-necked lizard, which frequently abandons its 

trees or bush and comes right up to the door to sit 

upright looking in at the dancers and listening for 

hours. It is the driving reels and jigs that attract both, 

rather than the slow strathspeys. 

Angus Henry, Darwin, Northern Territory, 

Australia.” 

    I have met Angus Henry at Summer school on 

more than one occasion, he is a real character, and 

(from the way others speak of him) he is a stalwart of 

the RSCDS in Northern Australia. 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, 

or to: stevebrown@jan1945.fsnet.co.uk. 

Society website 
    There is (and has been for some years) a Society 

website, www.rscds.org. This has been rebuilt to 

some extent recently. There is a section for 

everybody, and a section for members only; the 

members-only section asks you to enter a username 

and password, which are “advance” and “retire” 

respectively. This information is for members only. RSCDS AGM, Aberdeen, 4th November 2006 

There is an article about this in Dance On! Magazine, 

as well as photos of two of our members on the back 

cover. Our own article will have to be held over to the 

next Newsletter. 


