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The Chairman’s Final Remarks 
Dear Members, 

    Spring is finally in the air and the Branch has two 

events in April to look forward to. The first is the 

Spring Dance which is being held at Staining near 

Blackpool and for which the music will be provided 

by the five-piece band of Neil Copland. 

    Following that, on the weekend after Easter, is the 

Branch trip to Scotland and this time we are staying in 

Ayr. Don & Dee have planned a full itinerary 

including visits to Carlisle, Glasgow and Culzean 

Castle, although with the Scottish Grand National 

being held at Ayr racecourse on the Saturday a few 

members may be tempted to part with their “foreign 

currency”.  We will be sure of a warm welcome from 

the Ayr branch of the RSCDS who are arranging a 

dance for us at Troon with music by Roy Hendrie and 

his band. 

    During the last six months Jeff Middleton has been 

undertaking his preliminary teaching certificate and 

we are delighted to hear that he has passed. Well done 

Jeff! 

    Due to work commitments I will be standing down 

from committee at the AGM. I would like to thank all 

of the committee and the members for their hard work 

and support during my two years as chairman. 

    Wishing you all the best for Easter, 

    Happy dancing,  Judy 
(Editor’s note - Judy wrote this before the Spring dance took 

place.) 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, 

or to: stevebrown@jan1945.fsnet.co.uk. 

Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The beginners and general class continues 

through the summer on Mondays, including Bank Holidays, at 

Christ Church Hall, Fulwood. 
Wednesday classes The intermediate class will continue 

after Easter, but not every Wednesday; it will meet on April 19, 

26; May 3, 10, 17, 24; June 7, 14, 21; July 5, 12, 19; and there 

will be a class on 9 August (the Wednesday preceding the 

Summer Ball), Goosnargh Village Hall. 
Ladies Step classes, running alternate Tuesdays at 

Goosnargh Village Hall, will continue after Easter, meeting on 

May 2, 16, 30; June 6, 20; July 4, 18. The class may be 

suspended for the summer if there are not enough people 

attending; this will be discussed with the class members. 
Scottish Trip will be on the weekend of 21 - 23 April, in Ayr. 

The dance will be on Saturday evening, in Troon, and we will be 

taken there by coach; Roy Hendrie’s band is playing. I apologise 

for any mis-information in the previous newsletter; all the 

correct information has been sent out to trippers. 

Annual General Meeting, Wednesday 28 June, 7.30 p.m., 

at Goosnargh Village Hall. 
Summer Ball, Sat. 12 August, at Longridge Civic Hall. Colin 

Dewar’s band is playing. 

Day School, Sat. 14 October, at Bilsborrow Village Hall, 

taught by Eric Findlay. Also an evening dance, music by 

Scottish Measure. 
Autumn Dance, Sat. 4 November, at Longridge Civic Hall. 

Music by David Cunningham. 
Hogmanay Dance, 31 December, at Staining Village Hall. 

A need for “practice nights” 
By the Editor. 

    It has been our custom in the Branch, for some years, to 

designate some of the Wednesday night classes as practice for a 

forthcoming dance, specifically, the Wednesday night before the 

Summer Ball and the Wednesday night before the Scottish trip. 

Is there really any need for this? Members may like to consider 

some of these points. 

    Firstly, at an ordinary class, the teacher will normally teach 

for what he/she sees as being the needs of the class, including 

improvement of general dancing skills, as well as teaching 

specific dances because they are well-known, or because they 

are on a forthcoming programme, which may be our own 

programme or a programme of the Caledonian Society or one of 

our other neighbours.  

    Secondly, at a “practice night”, the teacher may consider that 

it is better to do two or three intermediate-standard dances from 

a programme than to do one really complicated one; and this 

will depend on the standard and knowledge of the class. The 

“usual crowd” (beg pardon) at Goosnargh can certainly manage 

a complicated dance; however, there are classes not too far from 

here where a really complicated dance would just be a struggle, 

of no enjoyment to anyone, while intermediate-standard dances 

can be done with a certain amount of real dancing spirit. The 

teacher should be allowed to apply his/her judgement on this. 

    Thirdly, it is not necessary, at a dance, to completely know all 

the dances on the programme. Some dances will be well-known, 

needing only a quick reminder at most. Some will be easy, 

needing only a crib-sheet or a recap. In some cases, we may not 

know a dance completely, but we do the best we can when on 

the floor. Also, there may be complicated dances for those who 

make a speciality of them. It is often possible to ask for help 

from someone perceived as more knowledgeable (I remember 

Tom Smith senior, many years ago, saying publicly that all that 

was needed was to say “I don’t know this dance, can you help 

me please?”). Only when doing a demonstration (or competition 

or examination) is it thought necessary to know the dance 

completely in all its finer points. 

    I have heard it said, when will we learn the dances? I hope 

this doesn’t mean that our programmes are too difficult! 

    What do members think about practice nights? Let’s have a 

heated debate! 


