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Forthcoming events 
Monday classes The regular Monday classes, continuing 

through the summer, restart as a Beginners and General class on 

19 September, every Monday, including Bank Holidays, at 

Christ Church Hall, Fulwood. 

Wednesday classes The intermediate class restarts on Wed. 

21 September, at Goosnargh Village Hall. 

Charity dance, Sat. 24 September, at Bilsborrow Village 

Hall. See the article on this page. 

Day School, Sat. 8 October, at Chipping Memorial Hall, 

taught by Helen Frame of Ayrshire. Also an evening dance, 

music by George Meikle, Alan Rintoul, and David Queen. 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 5 November, at Longridge Civic Hall. 

Music by Ian Slater. 

Hogmanay Dance, 31 December, at Longridge Civic Hall. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 8 April, at Staining Village Hall, near 

Blackpool. 

Scottish Trip is still to be fully arranged, probably on the 

weekend 21-23 April, but may be 31 March-2 April, in Ayr or 

nearby. 

Chairman’s Remarks 
Dear Members, 

    I know that it is while since we had the AGM but 

this is my first opportunity to speak to you. The AGM 

was well supported by the members and some serious 

and lively discussions took place on a number of 

issues. I would like to welcome our three new 

committee members – Rose and Michael John and 

Shirley Northcott – and thank them for volunteering to 

stand. I would also like to thank Harold who retired 

this year after being on the committee for all of the 

branch’s eleven years. He has made a significant 

contribution to branch affairs having served as 

treasurer and more recently as membership secretary. 

In recognition of this, Harold was presented with a 

tankard and some beer. 

    And so we go into another branch year with our 

first event, the Summer Ball at Longridge. Hopefully 

the weather will be slightly cooler than it has been in 

the past, but I am sure that the dancing will be lively 

and the music, provided by David Anderson and his 

band, will be uplifting and full of enthusiasm. 

    Once again the Day School will be held at 

Chipping. This year the format is slightly different in 

that we will be having an advanced class in the 

morning, rather than the teachers’ class we have held 

in previous years. We hope that this will encourage a 

larger number of people to attend. The afternoon class 

will still be a general class (with a break for tea and 

scones). The teacher for both classes is Helen Frame 

and the musician is David Queen. The evening dance 

will have music provided by David, George Meikle 

and Alan Rintoul. 

    Further off is the Autumn Dance at Longridge when 

we again have Ian Slater and his accordion providing 

the music. A one-man band producing a big-band 

sound. 

    Don’t forget that the Wednesday night classes at 

Goosnargh begin again on 21st September. 

    Best wishes and happy dancing. 
    Judy 

A Heartfelt Appeal, from Eileen Shepherd. 

To all Branch members and dancing friends 

   As many of you already know, my husband Kenneth 

Shepherd, who served for quite some time on the 

Branch committee,  has suffered from a heart 

condition for twenty years. He has had several heart 

attacks and was in and out of Blackpool Victoria 

Hospital until he had a by-pass operation. More 

recently he has been fitted with a sophisticated 

Implantable Cardioverler Defibrilator (ICD), which 

has eased the pain he was in and enhanced his quality 

of life. 

   We are both very grateful for all the care and 

attention that he has received, and the last operation in 

particular has cost the Blackpool Victoria Cardiac 

Unit a great deal of money. As the Unit relies so much 

on donations we both feel we would like to give 

something back to those who have helped so much. 

   With this in mind I have arranged a Ceilidh on 24 

September, which will be a Jacobs Join event. Tickets 

at £4.00 will include a free drink and raffle ticket on 

arrival, and as the expenses will be met outwith the 

ticket price all proceeds will be directed to the 

Blackpool Victoria Cardiac Unit. 

   Your support at this event would be much 

appreciated, and as there will be ceilidh dancing  

please bring along your friends and children. 

  The Ceilidh is at Bilsborrow Village Hall and starts 

at 7.00 p.m. prompt. Tickets are available from Judy 

Grimsey, tel. 01772 716301. In the meantime I will 

gratefully accept raffle prizes and look forward to 

seeing you all on the night. 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, Preston, 

Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be given to me at class, or sent to the above address, 

or to: stevebrown@jan1945.fsnet.co.uk. 



 

This year’s committee 

Wanted, by Lavinia Morris 

   Information regarding the whereabouts, activities, 

the secret goings-on, and anything else pertinent to 

your behaviour as Ribble Valley Members of the 

R.S.C.D.S. 

   In order that you can claim your place in the History 

of the Branch and forever be remembered, I (the 

current Archivist) need photographs, newspaper 

cuttings, etc. Please pass them on to me or any 

committee member. 

   Yours in anticipation, 

   Lavinia. 

Garments for sale 
By David Queen 

   It is proposed by the Committee to offer a range of garments 

for sale bearing the Ribble Valley Branch logo. The range 

comprises the following items: 

   Polo shirts Sweatshirts 

   Cardigans Fleeces 

   Jumpers 

All the garments are good quality and will be offered at cost 

price in a range of colours including navy, dark green, black, and 

white. The committee have obtained samples of various garments 

(showing colours/sizes) for your perusal, and these will be on 

display at all classes and branch events. Full details and price list 

can be found on the notice board. David and Cathy Queen will be 

taking orders from mid-August to mid/end September and will be 

happy to answer any questions. In future it is anticipated that 

orders will be placed once/twice a year depending on demand. 

Email david.queen@btinternet.com or phone 

News from Summer School, by Stephen Brown 
   As always, when at St. Andrews, I learn about the 

inadequacies in my own dancing and, on this 

occasion, in my own teaching as well, as I was in a 

“Teaching Skills” class for the first week I was there. 

Criticism is good for the soul, provided it causes no 

loss of confidence. Teachers always see each other’s 

faults but not their own. 

   One of our musicians for the Teaching Skills course 

was David Queen; he played various tricks on us, with 

his violin, on the direction (he said) of our course 

tutor. None of the course participants really had any 

experience in working with a musician – this was our 

greatest weakness (apart from talking far too much, 

me included). 

  The strangest experience of the course was being 

taught a formation none of us knew, in a foreign 

language. Gábor Turi, of Budapest, offered to do it, to 

show us what it is like. We got through it, just about. 

   Elsewhere in Summer School, all manner of things 

were happening. The whole structure of the Teacher’s 

Certificate exams is in process of change, and there 

was an “Examiners’ Seminar” taking place, under 

Alex Gray as convenor, to sort out the requirements 

for the later stages of the exam process. It is known 

that some of the more prickly examiners gave Alex 

Gray a very hard time of it; the saying is that there is 

but one level between God and Jean Milligan, that 

level being occupied by the Society examiners, or so 

some of them seem to think. After the seminar was 

over, one of the examiners came into our teaching 

skills class; while she had some useful things to say, 

she seemed unhappy with any conversation she was 

not herself in control of, and gave some of us a hard 

time in consequence. It takes all sorts, as they say. 

   The ceilidh items on Friday nights often have 

original items in them, and this year was no exception. 

We had three men dancing “Waverley” with 

imaginary partners, I won’t describe the ad libs, they 

might want to use the act again sometime. We had the 

three Music Course leaders, Angela Young (piano), 

George Meikle (accordion), and Gordon Simpson 

(violin) playing “A Tribute to Derek Haynes and 

Alice Murphy”; this was, firstly, the tune for “Miss 

Gibson’s Strathspey”, played as it was first written, a 

violin slow air; then the tune for “The Earl of Errol”, 

Derek’s party piece, played as solo accordion, then the 

tune for “Tribute to the Borders”, played as a 3-piece 

band. David Queen gave his own tribute to Derek 

Haynes, dancing the Earl of Errol at the same time as 

playing it on the violin – a magnificent performance. 

   Incidentally, we had four Branch members in the 

Seniors class this year – surely this is not 

representative of the Branch as a whole? 

Ladies Step class 
By David Queen.  

     It has been proposed that we explore the viability 

of introducing a beginners Ladies Step class. Ladies 

Step is a traditional form of Scottish dance and has an 

elegant style all of its own. The RSCDS are anxious to 

preserve this tradition and are currently setting up an 

archive. We would like to help this process by 

introducing more dancers to this style. The class will 

depend on numbers and we are seeking expressions of 

interest from experienced country dancers who would 

like to attend. The class would ideally be run on a 

fortnightly basis (day to be confirmed) and would be 

taught by David Queen. Please contact Don Barnes or 

any committee member to register interest. 
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