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Forthcoming events 
Monday classes Beginners and general class finishes for 

Christmas on 20 December and re-starts on Mon. 9 January, 

Christ Church Hall, Fulwood. 
Wednesday classes Intermediate class finishes for Christmas 

on 15 December and re-starts on Wed. 5 January, Goosnargh 

Village Hall. 
Hogmanay Dance, 31 December, 8.00 to 12.30, at 

Longridge Civic Hall. 
Spring Dance, Sat. 2 April, at Longridge Civic Hall. 

Scottish Trip, 18 to 20 March, to Melrose in the Scottish 

Borders. Application forms for this will be sent out to all Branch 

members in due course. 

Chairman’s Remarks 
Dear Members, 

  I can’t believe that Christmas is just around the 

corner – it only seems like five minutes since the 

dancing season began in earnest in September! 

  The Branch is continuing to flourish with a 

membership of almost 90 so far this year. The classes 

are bringing new faces into the world of Scottish 

Country Dancing, particularly on a Monday which I 

am sure is due in no small part to David’s excellent 

teaching. Wednesday nights continue with a variety of 

teachers who each in turn bring their individual flair to 

ensure diversity and interest at all the classes. I would 

like to thank all the teachers who have given their time 

for the benefit of all the class participants. 

  The Branch has staged a number of very successful 

events so far this year and I would like to thank 

everyone who put in the hard work to make sure that 

these ran so smoothly. The first, way back in August, 

was the Summer Ball which was very well attended 

on another quite warm evening. Marian Anderson and 

her band provided some superb music throughout the 

evening and once again the supper was excellent. 

  In October we held our Day School in Chipping. The 

teacher, Andrew McConnell, ran the classes with 

enthusiasm and humour, and I hope that everyone who 

attended benefited from his teaching, went away 

feeling that they had learnt something and above all 

enjoyed themselves. Following a hotpot supper, the 

day finished with a dance, the music being provided 

by David Queen and Alan Rintoul. All in all it was a 

terrific event, if not a little tiring for those who were 

there for the whole day! 

  The most recent event was last week’s (as I write 

this) Autumn Dance. The band was David Anderson 

making a most welcome return to Ribble Valley and 

bringing a band full of youth and energy which was 

reflected in the music and certainly inspired the 

dancing. A special thank-you to Helen for the surprise 

birthday cake; and to Eileen for providing the floral 

decorations, a task from which she has decided to 

retire – Eileen, we appreciate all the work that you 

have done in the past. 

  The committee are now working on the details for 

the Hogmanay Party Dance and next year’s Scotland 

trip to Melrose. 

  Wishing you all the best for the festive season. 

Happy dancing. 
Judy 

A Poem, by Stephen Gibson, written for Jill and 

Tom Burrows’s wedding anniversary, and 

incorporating  the names of all the dances on their 

programme. 

 

The Anniversary Reel led into a Chequered Court, 

In which there was a Scotch Mist, and 

A Swarm of Bees of Maggieknockater 

Chased us to Gothenburg, where we had a good 

Welcome. 

Mrs. Milne of Kinneff said to the Australian Ladies 

That she would like Father Connelly and his Jig 

To produce Strathcare, 

Whereupon the Earl of Mansfield announced, 

“Bring on the Silver Wedding Jig”. 

 

The Phantom Piper agreed to play, 

And Durisdeer stretched herself out upon 

The Recumbent Stone. 

The Dancing Master hummed a tune 

For the Carleton Strathspey, and 

Angus McLeod danced the Lochalsh Reel 

As the Bonnie Lass of Bon Accord 

Played the Plantation Reel on her Burnieboozle. 

 

James Senior of St. Andrews went to 

Cramond Bridge and heard Moray Rant! 
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Lost & Found 
A pair of spectacles was found after the Summer Ball at 

Longridge. If anyone has lost a pair (or knows of someone who 

has), please contact Judy. 

Also left in the kitchen was one large white plastic bowl and 

some coolbag freezer packs. 


