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The Chairman’s absence 
  Ken and Lavinia Morris have moved, 

on a temporary basis, to Braemar in 

the Scottish Highlands, and they do 

not really know their long-term future 

residence. The Committee (including 

Ken) therefore had to decide what to 

do about the Chairman’s absence from 

now to the next AGM. The Committee 

felt that it would be a pity if Ken were 

not Chairman at the 10th anniversary Ball in May; so 

the phrase “leave of absence” has been used, and the 

functions of Chairman will be carried out by various 

Committee members as appropriate until the AGM 

(this would have to be done anyway, even if Ken had 

resigned). Ken and Lavinia specifically want to thank 

the membership for the send-off we gave them at 

Ken’s last class in Goosnargh, and also for the 

support we have given them over the years. 

  Ken wishes us “all the best, keep dancing, happy 

Christmas”, and he hopes to see us in the not-too-

distant future. Here are some photos from his last 

class at Goosnargh Village Hall. 

← Ken and 

Lavinia cut 

the cake. 

Surviving 

members of 

Lavinia’s 

original class: 

The whole class at Goosnargh: 

Forthcoming events 

Regular Classes restart Monday 5 Jan. at Christ 

Church, Fulwood; Wednesday 7 Jan. at Goosnargh 

Village Hall. 

Hogmanay Dance, Chorley Town Hall, will be £5. 

Dancing will be from 8 p.m. Don and Dee Barnes are 

running a raffle (for the benefit of a children’s 

charity); they are looking for prizes for this raffle. 

Course for potential teachers and social night MC’s, 

starts Thurs. 15 Jan; see article overleaf. The course 

teacher is very pleased that enough interest has been 

shown to allow this to go ahead. 

Burns Night. Unfortunately, the committee have 

had to cancel this, as there has not been enough 

interest shown to allow it to continue.  

Spring Dance, Sat. 3 April, at Longridge. Music by 

David Cunningham’s band. 

Scottish Trip. See the article alongside. 

Anniversary Dance, to mark our tenth anniversary 

as an RSCDS branch, will be held on Sat. 15 May, at 

Chorley Town Hall. Dancing from 7 to 12, with a 

reception from 6.30. Music by Ian Thomson’s band. 

Summer Ball, Sat. 14 Aug., at Longridge. Music by 

Sandy Legget. 

Tenth Annual Scottish Trip 

  The Scotland weekend trip has now been confirmed 

for the weekend of 16 to 18 April, at the Loch Fyne 

Hotel, Inveraray, Argyll. This 3-star hotel with leisure 

facilities has recently been refurbished to a very high 

standard. More information with confirmed price will 

be dispatched, along with application forms, to all 

members, before the end of January. 

  Dancing will be at Strachur village hall, on the 

opposite side of the loch, half an hour by coach or ten 

minutes if you can sail by “Wind on Loch Fyne”; Ian 

Thomson will be providing the music. As Strachur is 

only 19 miles from Dunoon, we may meet some of the 

same people as we did two years ago. 

 

Situation Vacant - Mary Mews writes as follows - 

  A vacancy has arisen for the post of “Trolley Dolly” 

on the coach trip to Scotland next April. All interested 

parties should apply to Mary, sending a C.V. with a 

covering photo. Air hostess experience is desirable 

but not essential. Photo with legs showing in fishnet 

stockings an advantage. Date for all interviews and 

aptitude tests to be arranged. 



 Scottish Country Dancing holiday trip to 

Russia, September 2003 
By Chris Waddington 

  After an overnight flight from Heathrow, we (an international 

group of Scottish Country Dancers from UK, Eire, France, 

Germany, Spain, New Zealand, Japan, California, and Canada) 

arrived in Moscow to a wet morning (just like a wet day in 

Manchester). As we had a 7-hour stopover, our party organisers 

had arranged a coach trip into Moscow City, which included a 

trip round the Kremlin. 

  First impressions - a very large city, could be anywhere in the 

world. Most signs in strange lettering, but intermingled with 

European Roman lettering; heavy traffic; pollution everywhere; 

dilapidated buildings interspersed with exotically decorated old 

ones and other very modern ones. Vehicles churn out black 

smoke, and most of the buses we used had cracked windscreens. 

Our health and safety people would either have a field day and 

close down the entire country or simply die of apoplexy. Russian 

drivers all seem to have a suicide wish - if they see a space, go 

for it regardless, and it is up to the other driver to give way. 

  As we tried to return to the airport there was a major traffic 

jam. This was Friday afternoon before a holiday weekend and 

everyone seemed to be going home at the same time. As we 

were a large party of visitors and would occupy almost half the 

available seats on the internal flight, Aeroflot very kindly held 

up our plane for over an hour! (We suspect they did not want to 

find 45 foreigners on their hands overnight on a Bank Holiday.) 

  Our ultimate destination, the city of Krasnodar, where the 

Kuban Dancers are based, is the capital city of the southern 

region which includes the Russian Steppes (their prairie 

farmland) and the Black Sea coastal holiday complex of Yamal. 

We were the first party of foreign tourists they had ever seen so 

we were a great source of interest throughout the region. We 

heard that we made the National TV breakfast magazine 

programme one morning, and we were shown a newspaper 

article which was apparently about these strange visitors (I could 

not check the article as I am unable to read Russian). The 

Russian SCD group (KUBAN Dancers), who had arranged our 

visit, has recruited a number of their university language 

students, who were all very keen to practise English, and for 

several of them it was their first experience of instant translating. 

We were also of great interest to local officialdom and the new 

free-enterprise businesses. We had visits from various Russian 

families, some of whom had travelled considerable distances to 

see us. 

  The hotel at Yamal was originally built by the Siberian Oil 

Company as a sanatorium for their employees. Since the fall of 

the Communist regime this hotel now has to market itself as a 

holiday centre and they were very keen to make a good 

impression as they hope to encourage more foreign visitors. 

Most of the ordinary Russian population could not afford to visit 

such a place unless they were sent by their employers. The hotel 

itself consisted of two large hotel blocks which would not be out 

of place in a holiday area anywhere in the world, built on the 

cliff-top with modern lift down to the beach, which had all the 

usual holiday facilities. 

  The holiday included various dancing classes on some of the 

mornings and occasional evenings, teaching the visitors and 

Kuban Dancers alike - just like Summer School at St. Andrews. 

Each session was taken by a different teacher, giving 

experienced instruction from many of the countries mentioned 

above. Evenings included three SCD dances as well as a very 

full Russian (Cossack) Folk evening (with Vodka), and a formal 

dinner with multinational events between courses. When we 

were not dancing during the day, various activities included 

sunbathing, swimming in the Black Sea, tea tasting, drinking 

Vodka, museum visits, woodland walk (scramble?) to the 

Kisilov Rocks with more sea swimming, and a full day coach 

trip into the Caucas Mountains. This included an optional 

Russian Bath (wooden cabin sauna) with outdoor cold plunge, 

which was of great interest to non-participating spectators! 

  After evening dancing, when sitting in the bar at Yamal, we 

were the centre of attention for visiting Russians (with yet more 

Vodka). One lunchtime, in a Cossack restaurant, we were hardly 

able to make any impression on the mountains of food which 

were heaped in front of us, even after eating for 2½ to 3 hours. 

We were then presented with even more food during the evening 

same day, and more wine and Vodka. 

  In all, this was a thoroughly enjoyable and different trip. I 

would wish to return at some time in the future, particularly to 

meet the very friendly and helpful people who worked very hard 

to ensure we had such a wonderful experience. In return we were 

able to extend their knowledge of and enthusiasm for Scottish 

Country Dancing. 

  Thanks are due to many people, especially our accompanying 

musicians Andrew, David, and James. Special thanks are also to 

Fiona Grant from Bristol for her inspiration and hard work co-

ordinating the UK side of the excursion, and Ilona and Sasha 

from the Kuban Dancers for their superb organisation of the 

events in Southern Russia. 

A course: “The teaching of formations and 

dances” 
  Plans for this course are well advanced. It is intended for those 

who are, or are interested in, teaching social classes; it will also 

be of interest to those who have considered teaching Scottish 

country dancing in the full sense. It is not restricted to Society 

members. 

  The course will run at 7.30 

on Thursday evenings from 

15 January to 19 February 

2004 (6 classes); it will be 

held at United Reformed 

Church Hall, Fulwood, 

Preston, as shown on the 

map.  The teacher will be 

Stephen Brown; the cost 

will be £6 for the course. 

  Participants will be shown 

how to teach formations, 

and all participants will be 

given some teaching 

practice; it is intended that this teaching practice will include the 

teaching of a standard formation and the teaching of a segment 

of a dance. 

  The course will include some work on recaps, both spoken and 

written, on a somewhat theoretical basis. 

  It is not intended to include any teaching of steps. General 

technique will be included only where it is particularly 

appropriate. 

 

It would be helpful to the course teacher to know in advance 

who will be attending, so that he can prepare the appropriate 

amount of course work. 

Editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, 

Preston, Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be sent to the above address, or to: 

stevebrown@jan1945.fsnet.co.uk. 


