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This year’s committee 

New editor: Stephen Brown, 17 Lark Avenue, Penwortham, 

Preston, Lancs., PR1 9RQ. 

Articles can be sent to the above address, or to: 

stevebrown@jan1945.fsnet.co.uk. 

(I hope I can do as well as my illustrious predecessor, Mary 

Mews.) 

Chairman’s Remarks 
Dear members: 

  Lavinia and I have been very busy the last two 

months with home and personal affairs so we have 

missed out somewhat on the dancing scene, and this 

newsletter is a few days delayed awaiting the 

Chairman’s remarks so apologies to all. 

  Following another very enjoyable Summer Ball 

(albeit rather warm!) classes are nobbut a few weeks 

away and the Day School is to follow the same 

format as last year with Alice Murphy as teacher and 

husband Joe for backup. Ian Slater is booked to play 

for the Autumn Dance, and although a soloist (ticket 

price has fallen accordingly) he produces an excellent 

sound and is becoming very popular. 

  Following Hogmanay at Chorley Town Hall, the 

10th Anniversary Ball will be at the same venue. This 

will be the event of the century, not to be missed, 

with the five-piece band of Ian Thomson. 

  Details of all events are included in this newsletter. 

  Hope you have all enjoyed or will enjoy your hols. 

Lavinia and I will be away shortly and are hoping to 

give Scotland a go this time. 

  Happy dancing, see you soon, Ken. 

Forthcoming events 

Classes re-start Beginners and general class Mon. 

22 Sept. Christ Church Hall, Fulwood; Intermediate 

class Wed. 24 Sept. Goosnargh Village Hall. 

Day School, Sat. 11 Oct., Chipping Village Hall. 

The teacher for the day will be Alice Murphy, the 

musician will be David Queen. The arrangements are 

the same as last year; see the forms which will be 

available by the time of the Summer Ball on 9 

August. The morning (for teachers) is free, the 

afternoon class is £4, the hotpot meal is £3, the 

evening dance is £4, or £10 for those attending all 

three. 

Autumn Dance, Sat. 1 Nov., Longridge Civic Hall. 

Music will be provided by Ian Slater, assisted by his 

equipment; this comes well recommended. Tickets 

£4. 

Hogmanay Dance, Chorley Town Hall, will be £5. 

We have high hopes for this new venue. 

Course for potential teachers and social night MC’s, 

starts Thursday 15 Jan; see article overleaf. 

Burns Night, Fri. 23 Jan., at “Ferrari’s”, between 

Longridge and Chipping. Because of the likelihood 

of reduced numbers, this will only be held if there is 

sufficient interest from members and guests, so if you 

really want this event, speak up. Price will be £16.50, 

as it was in 2002. 

Spring Dance, Sat. 3 April, at Longridge. Music by 

David Cunningham’s band. 

Scottish Trip, probably on 16 to 18 April; there 

will be further details when they are available. 

Anniversary Dance, to mark our tenth anniversary 

as a branch of the RSCDS, will be held on Sat. 15 

May, at Chorley Town Hall. Dancing from 7 to 12, 

with a reception from 6.30. Music by Ian Thomson’s 

band. 

A river walk in springtime 
By Harold and Sheila Warburton 

  The weather forecast for the Branch walk on May 4th was not 

too promising and may have put off some members, but in store 

for the eleven members who arrived at Scorton Picnic Area was 

a warm, dry, and frequently sunny day. It was ideal for walking. 

  Our leader, Chris Waddington, took us through the bluebell 

woods on the west bank of the River Wyre. We passed by the 

Girl Guide Centre and the fishing lakes, and on to the village of 

Dolphinholme. Here we started the return, mainly through 

pastureland with views of Harris End Fell and Nicky Nook. The 

walk was about six miles. 

  The weather was fine, the wooded areas and the trees and 

hedgerows were resplendent with blossom, and wild flowers 

were profuse in the fields, the woods, the bottom of hedges, and 

the river banks. It was springtime at its best, shared with friends. 

  Many thanks to Chris for planning and leading this most 

enjoyable springtime walk. 

Telephone 
numbers 
removed 



 

Variety is the spice of life 
By P.C. 

  A lady member who went on the dancing weekend at 

Dunfermline told me that more than one of the local dancers had 

said how surprised and pleased they were to see so many men 

with the Ribble Valley Branch. 

  Only a little contemplation is needed to realise how well off 

we are in this regard, and also what diversity of talent there is in 

the membership, both male and female. This is evident in their 

daily careers and occupations, but great versatility also shows 

throughout the running of the Branch and during participation in 

ceilidhs and the like. 

  In what other Branch in England could you find both a Don 

and a Dee, or indeed a real male Queen? 

  Computer experts proliferate (as do their mice), competing in 

numbers with teachers. Medical men and women also abound, 

including the Branch midwife, though her services have not yet 

been necessary. The church and country pub, often found in 

close proximity, both have a lively representation. 

  There is the daughter of an old P.N.E. footballer, who could 

make a good centre-half herself but prefers to chase a much 

smaller ball. 

  Another member has recently been released from prison - on 

retirement of course - after teaching illegitimate prisoners to 

reed and rite. 

  The Campbells keep coming, two by two, though any 

resemblance to the elephant or kangaroo would be purely 

coincidental. 

  Where else could you find a member to consult for 

hypnotherapy? Moreover, on the same visit - at an extra charge 

of course - the distaff side could offer reflexology or 

aromatherapy treatment! (Yellow pages tell all.) 

  Our two Shepherds are equally renowned for growing prize-

winning flowers and vegetables as caring for animals. 

  I could go on and on, but one must not overlook the 

mischievous miscellany of Marys; life just wouldn’t be the same 

without them. 

Editor’s note - We are not sure who P.C. is. I hope this article 

will be taken in the spirit it was written, however “non-P.C.” it 

may be. 

Plans for a course: “The teaching of 

formations and dances” 
  The Branch are planning a course, intended for those who are, 

or are interested in, teaching social classes; it will also be of 

interest to those who have considered teaching Scottish country 

dancing in the full sense. It is not restricted to Society members. 

The course will take place on Thursday evenings from 15 

January to 19 February 2004 (6 classes); the teacher will be 

Stephen Brown.  The cost will be £6 for the course. 

  The course will be held at United Reformed Church Hall, 

Fulwood, Preston. (Travelling north along Garstang Road, turn 

first left after Blackpool Road into Symonds Road, and it is on 

the left.) 

  Plans for the course include: 

Practice in teaching standard formations, and formations which 

are specific to individual dances; 

Formation-based teaching of dances; 

Recaps both spoken and written. 

General technique will be included where it is particularly 

appropriate. 

All participants will be given some teaching practice. 

 

If you wish to participate, please contact Stephen Brown at the 

address shown overleaf, at the bottom right of the page. 

The RSCDS Summer School 2003 
By Harold and Sheila Warburton 

Eight Branch members attended the second week of this year’s 

Summer School at St. Andrews: Chris Waddington, Stuart 

Marland, Stephen Porter, Jane Holden, Bob and Pauline 

Hampson, and Harold and Sheila Warburton. 

  This was our eighth Summer School, and we have developed 

the routine of breaking the journey with a short stay in the 

Borders. This year it was two nights based on Peebles. This 

allowed a full day on Saturday, and we visited Neidpath Castle at 

Peebles and Mellerstain House near Gordon. On Sunday we 

continued our journey to St. Andrews arriving at 2.00 p.m. when 

the School Office opens. Sunday is a day of unpacking and 

meeting friends from earlier years. First-timers have an 

introductory meeting as part of their welcome. After dinner there 

was a reception followed by a video showing past Society and 

Summer School events and featuring Miss Milligan, the 

Society’s co-founder. 

  Monday is the start of the six-day compulsory morning classes. 

Our teachers in the very advanced classes were Jimmie Hill and 

Jim Rae, and the musicians were George McLennan (piano) and 

Gordon Simpson (fiddle). The first class concentrated on the new 

Book 43, but also included a few other dances, and the second 

class consisted mainly of dances rarely seen on dance 

programmes. There was some step practice, but most of the time 

was devoted to dances. We found both classes informative as 

well as most enjoyable. There are alternative second classes 

available in the morning but we kept to the standard formula. 

  In the afternoon there are optional activities: technique analysis 

classes, meetings, talks, walk-though classes, and “stooging” for 

the musicians’ course (“stooging” for student teachers was not 

required this year). We both attended a talk on the evolution of 

the country dance, we each did “stooging” for the musicians, 

Harold went to a Society Management Board question and 

answer session, and we visited the town, harbour, and beaches. 

  The evening dances at the Younger Hall were: Monday with 

Neil Copland Band, Tuesday and Thursday with David 

Cunningham Band, Saturday with the “Musicians’ Course 

Orchestra” augmented by nine professional SCD musicians. 

Dances also took place in University Hall on Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday. Friday was the School’s Ceilidh in 

the Younger Hall. We did not attend the Wednesday dance but 

went instead to a dance at Carnoustie with Chris; among the 

dancers at Beach Hall were Steve and Jeanette Gibson and Tom 

and Jill Burrows. 

  Sunday came all too soon, and after breakfast students began 

returning home to all parts of Europe and as far away as Japan 

and California. We made our usual detour for fruit-picking and 

returned  via the Pentland Hills, Broughton, and Moffat. 

  The weather was kind, but the threat of rain was always present. 

The temperature was warm rather than hot so it was more 

comfortable than the previous hot and humid week. In summary, 

it was a wonderful week: the music, the classes, the dances, the 

University campus, and the town each make their vital 

contribution, but it is the people themselves, be they staff, 

teachers, musicians, or students, who create the happy 

atmosphere of Summer School. Miss Milligan regarded the 

Society as an international family and Summer School as a 

family reunion. It is still like that today, so if you haven’t been to 

Summer School you have been missing a very special 

experience. 


