
Spiderweb 4
1.  “Tony, I’m going,” Mom said. “I can’t take it anymore.”  Did 
Mary make the right decision leaving Tony? (do not talk 
about leaving Mike and Greg just yet).
2. When someone is abusive, do you think they can change?

3. How would you respond to the following excuses given by those who stayed in abusive
relationships:
 I thought I could fix him.
 Because I felt sorry that bad things had happened to him.
 Because I thought I “deserved it.”
 Because you have to work at a relationship.

4.  As harsh as it sounds, a grown man or woman who needs to be fixed is not someone worth having around. 
Saying, “I can change him or her” isn’t optimism — it’s being naive. People are capable of changing and fixing 
themselves, but shouldering the burden of that mess is something you shouldn’t be involved in. Fixing a grown 
adult on your own is an impossible task, and you shouldn’t have to do it.  Agree?  Disagree?

5.  Can you fix an addict?  The only person you have any control over is yourself. You do not have control over 
anything the addicted person does. Many people choose not to believe this, but that doesn’t make it any less true. 
Once you can really grasp the reality of this concept and live by it, your life will become much easier.  Thoughts?

The Serenity Prayer can give you a helpful gauge to see whether you are trying to control people and situations 
that you simply cannot control.

God, Grant me the Serenity
To accept the things I cannot change,
The courage to change the things I can,
And the wisdom to know the difference.

6.  When addicts are not ready to change, they become master manipulators in order to keep the addiction go-
ing. Their fear of stopping is so great that they will do just about anything to keep from having to be honest with 
themselves. Some of these manipulations include lying, cheating, blaming, raging and guilt-tripping others, as 
well as becoming depressed or developing other kinds of emotional or physical illnesses.

The more you allow yourself to be manipulated by the addict, the more manipulative the addict is likely to 
become. When you hold your ground and refuse to give into their unreasonable demands, they will eventually 
realize that they are not going to get their way.  Thoughts?

7.  Is it better to have a parent at home even if they are negligent?  Are Greg and Mike better with Tony as he 
is now or would they be better with someone different?

8.  Sometimes parents stay together for “the kids.”  Is this always the best option?

9.  So totally off topic, but when a couple does divorce, what should happen with the children?  How about 
Pets because dogs are people too!


