
Lit Circle 3____________________ 

Everyone writes the same answers on their own page.  Make sure you write all 

opinions from group. 

Playful Vs Hurtful Teasing 

1.  In chapter 5, kids tease Mike because of his 

clothes.  Is this playful or hurtful teasing?  Give 

Reasons! 

 

2.  We live in a society where teasing is part of our culture. In order to assure that we are 

teasing in a fashion that does not cause pain or hurt to another, we must differentiate 

between the times when teasing is playful and when it is hurtful.  How do members in 

your group rank the following (playful or hurtful?):   

 One person gets more than their fair share of the teasing and it becomes a group 

ganging up on one person 

 It is not meant to harm you in any way and if you asked the person to stop, they 

would stop.  

  The teasing is done by someone you have a close relationship with 

  The teasing happens repeatedly, even when that person has asked them to stop. 

 Teasing is done by someone you do not have a relationship with.  

 People are making fun of characteristics that are out of that person’s control 

(faith, disability, money issues etc.). 

3.  Your smile is contagious.  You're so annoying Hello Kitty said goodbye to you. 

Claim  As much as compliments are pleasing to give and receive, they do not make us laugh. 

Insults do. Agree and tell why or give a counterclaim and explain 

4.  Claim  Laughing at others is the easy side of humor. Few of us have a hard time 

laughing at others' imperfections.  But if it is healthy for us to laugh at other people, 

whom are others going to laugh at? Us, of course! 

Agree and tell why or give a counterclaim and explain 

  

 

5.  Claim  Even the closest of friends should be wary that playful teasing can escalate to 

hurtful comments. 

Agree and tell why or give a counterclaim and explain 

 

 

6.  In terms of humor and what a person can or can't make jokes about do you think there is 

a limit? Do you believe certain things are off limits for jokes? 



 
 


