
Lit Circle 6 (well more of a hexagon)

Discussion Director ______________________ You lead the discussion and make sure everyone has a chance to be heard and you 
make sure all parts of assignment is 
completed and everyone stays on task.  You call on the readers.

Recorder _______________________ You record the answers from your circle.

Readers (more than one)__________________________________________________________________________
You read the passages outloud when called on

ALL DISCUSS! It is okay to have different opinions, but let everyone have a chance to voice theirs.
1.  Carpe Diem  To “seize the day” and/or a certain moment in time. To put aside all differences, all fears, 
all worries, and just go for it.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veYR3ZC9wMQ

After watching the clip, what is Mr. Keating trying to get 
across to the young men? Record 3 statements from your group
1.

2.

3.

What do these lines mean to your group?  Remember...it is all about carpe diem.
1.

2.

3.

Make sure you have complete answers 
when you see this:

2.  “Gather ye rosebuds while ye may, Old Time is still a-flying; And this same flower that smiles today Tomorrow 
will be dying.”

4.  “I stalked out the corner next to the potbellied stove and tackled my schoolwork, but the shouting and arguing 
made it hard to concentrate.  Mike didn’t even bother to study.  He sat alongside Dad absorbing the nightly mono-
logues and bawdy jokes.  No matter how bad his life gets, how does Greg Carpe Diem?  Does Mike Carpe 
Diem?

5.   He expected me to avoid his failures and right all the wrongs done to my family and the entire Negro race.  It 
was a tough order for a ten year old boy.  Even though Mike sat beside me, I was the chosen.  When Greg 
succeeds, can his dad take any credit for it?  Explain?

6.  Though only ten years old, I faced one of the hardest decisons of my life:  to dream or to despair.  Too young 
to realize the odds against any one of us ever walking from those tracks and changing the circumstances of our 
lives, I chose to dream.  Greg decided then and there that he would Carpe Diem.  What characteristics does 
he have that will make it work?

7.  “I believe anyone can succeed in America by working hard, persevering and embracing traditional 
values.”  Group thoughts?

Roland Fryer of Harvard University said, “black children who get good grades are accused by their peers 
of “acting white” and are ostracised.  In mixed-race public schools, blacks who did well academically had 
fewer friends than those who did poorly.  Thoughts?



Bullying actions appear time and time again in Life on the Color Line.  

3.  Dad constantly teases Percy, the cook at the tavern.  “He complained about my father’s incessant drinking and 
how it interfered with his work.  Percy really hated the way Dad teased him about being gay, or as we said in those days, 
‘funny.’   

From theguardian.com, ‘Gay”  once meant carefree or merry. Over time it came to be used to describe a sexual 
orientation.  Now – for many at least – it has been appropriated to mean “crappy”. So a word that started out 
meaning “happy” has ended up being used to insult. It is a problem, however, for those of us – a whole swath of 
society – who are actually gay, and for whom the word forms an important part of our identity and sense of self. 
It might not be obvious to those who aren’t. But the casual, insulting use of the word, in schools and elsewhere, 
hurts us. In fact, it seeps into the subconscious. It fuels people’s perception of gay people as wrong or bad.-”
Do teens still use the word “gay” to describe something they do not like?  What does your group think about 
its ability to hurt others even if it is unintentional.  Record three different comments.

4.  As we stood in the hallway that morning, I hoped Indiana would be better for him.  But I worried as he followed the 
principal to the front of the room, and giggles filtered out to the hallway when his classmates saw the small holes in the 
seat of his threadbare trousers.  Students are laughing at how Mike is dressed.  

Does this happen in high school?

Think about.. Making fun of someone’s shoes because they may not be what is exactly
 popular or expensive

What would  your group say to the young girl after she was 
bullied?  List three responses


