
Chapter 12  _____________________Name 

Analysis 

Analysis answers  the "why" question.  "Why is this quote important?”  What 

does the quote reveal about the character?  Do not tell me the plot; I know 

that; TELL ME WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT EACH QUOTE   

1. Excited by the pledge, I made countless trips downtown, pricing shirts for the best bargains. . .I 

sensed there would be a lot of jostling for Grandma’s attention once the money arrived, and I 

wanted to be ready to rush her downtown.  (147) 

 

2.  It didn’t take Fred long to discover we were all waiting for “Grandma’s ship to come in” and he 

began to hover around her night and day. (147) 

 

 

3. While she would never admit it, I believe her interest in him had a great deal to do with the fact 

that Fred was white. (147) 

 

 

4. You put her on a bus with a GD tag tied to her like she was a dog.  Look at this!  He shoved a 

manila-colored tag with a wire tie under Fred’s nose.  It read:  Sallie Williams  Destination:  

Muncie, Indiana  Can’t read or write.  Please help. (148) 

 

 

5. When Dad stepped to the toilet, Fred gave Mike a sip of the wine.  The friendship was sealed 

when Fred slipped him a pair of loaded dice. (149) 

 

6.  Raindrops dissolved the ink on the paper as I tore it into small pieces and threw them into the 

wind. (149) 

 

 

7. I could have resisted, but I had lost the need to hate him any longer for the final wedge he drove 

between me and my grandmother. (150) 

 

 

8. Dad was at Miss Dora’s at eight am, sober and wearing a suit and tie. (150) 

 



9. They might try to make sissies out of you. (150)  What does Dad not know or he would not 

have said this? 

 

 

10. We got to scare hell out of these kids.  (151) 

 

 

11. Suddenly he dropped his shoulders and swaggered to the front of the room imitating a pimp roll 

popular among older boys at the Madison Street playground. (151) 

 

 

12. One year for throwing rocks!  I was in shock.  The judge was following the railroad man’s 

recommendation. (151) 

 

 

13. With my head lowered, I moved slowly forward.  My body trembled as I contemplated reform 

school or jail.  Mike swaggered up beside me jutting out his chin.  As I glanced at Mike, I saw a 

slight sneer on his face.  (152). 

 

 

14. Your honor, I would like to say something before you decide what to do with the Williams boys.  

Frankly, I’m surprised by their involvement.  They’re good boys.  (152). 

 

 

15. They don’t send you away the first time you are arrested.  I’ve got at least two or three more 

chances, he boasted. (152) 

 

 

16. All of a sudden he decided he didn’t want to live with us any longer.  (153) 

 

 

17. Miss Dora threatened to have Dad charged with neglect if he didn’t get Mike under control. 

(153). 

 

 

18. I am proud to present my two sons in performance.  Greg, my white boy, is going to quote 

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and Mike, the n%$^&& and small town hustler just like me will 

exhibit the same athletic prowess I did during the Golden Glove Days.  (154) 

 

 

19. Okay now square off!  We’re gonna see who is the best man. (154) 

 



20. I don’t have to sacrifice my dignity and manhood for a handout.  (155) 

 

 

21. You’re a drunk, but you’re a good man. (156) 

 

 

22. You’re smart enough to make it out of this hellhole.  Your brother’s not. . .He’s never going to 

climb the top of the mountain.  You need to be a white boy to do that. (156) 

 

 

23. He ached for affection and praise, and constantly suffered  from our mother’s absence.  (156) 

 

 

24. Mike ain’t dumb and I ain’t white. (157) 

 

 

25. You belong with them smart white folks. (157) 

 

 

26. No matter what Bobby, Dad, or anyone else said or thought I knew what I wanted to be. (157). 

 


