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analyze why each quote supports the claim. 

 

1.  Claim  Grandma Sallie once again proves that she should not be trusted to take care of her 

grandchildren.   On their way to visit Tony, Greg explains that “Mike and I became anxious as 

he and Grandma began drinking heavily” (141).  Analysis 

 

 

2. Claim  In 1956, it was very uncommon for white children to be seen with two black adults.  

After the accident, Greg tries to explain it to the officer but the officer can only say “don’t lie 

to me” (142).  Analysis 

 

 

3.  Claim  Tony is not surprised by the reaction of the officers.  He claims his boys quickly and 

responded  ”Yes, and that’s my mother in the emergency room.  Is that a problem Officer?” 

(143).  Analysis 

 

 

 

4. Claim Tony definitely has a talent for talking people into odd situations.  Since Grandma 

could not sit upright, he talked his friend into “using his hearse to transport her to Muncie” 

(143). Analysis 

 

5.  Claim Sallie does not plan on supporting Tony’s sobriety.  In fact, Grandma “begged Dad to 

stop for a bottle of wine” (143).  Analysis 

 

 

 

6. Claim  Once again, Dora is the one who has to be the voice of reason in Greg’s life.  She 

convinces Greg that “you could get in trouble tryin’ to lie to them for that old man” (143).  

Analysis 

 



7.  Claim  Tony is starting to go back to his old ways.  Although he was not exactly drunk, Tony 

did have drinks before picking up the boys and would leave them in the car as he “spent 

money on the girls” (144).  Analysis 

 

 

 

8. Claim  Greg hopes he can stop his dad from drinking again by sticking close to him, but it is a 

losing battle. Hopefully, Greg thought “that if I kept an eye on him he might decline the 

beer”(144).  Analysis 

 

 

9.  Claim  An alcoholic cannot just drink a little bit.  Although Tony says “I can handle it; 

everything is under control,” things will soon spin out of control (145). Analysis 

 


