
Chapter 11   Part 2   Covering pages 136-141             _____________________________ 

By now, you should be catching on to literary analysis where you make a claim, find evidence in 

the form of a direct quote, and most importantly, give ANALYSIS explaining why your 

evidence supports your claim. 

First, read pages 136-141.  After you have read these pages, I want you to consider this claim:  

 If Tony wants to remain sober, he will have to “face his demons.”   There is a reason he started 

to drink in the first place, to dull the emotional pain. Now that he’s feeling the emotions again, 

he needs to face them head on to get better. 

 

As you analyze these quotes, make sure you explain how the passage supports the above claim.  

You can also explain whether or not the example is a healthy way to face the demons and to even 

explain what the particular demon is that he is facing in the passage. 

1.  On the wall of the hospital is a plaque that reads, “Lord grant me the serenity to accept 

the things I cannot change.  The courage to change the things I can.  And the wisdom to 

know the difference” (136).  How might this advice help Tony stay sober? 

 

2.  Anger is a predominant emotion rushing back into Tony as he explains, “Being sober 

makes me realize how that bi#%^ I married screwed me.  If it wasn’t for her, I wouldn’t 

be in the shape I’m in today” (137).  Analysis 

 

 

3.  Another patient urges Tony to “let it go if you wanna stay sober” (137).  Analysis 

 

 

4.  Greg at the age of 12 even says “. . .you still had the tavern after mom left” (137). 

 

5.  Tony soon turns to Greg and passionately tells him “It’s a dog eat dog world and you 

have to be tough. . .You’re not some rich white boy who never had to worry about where 

the next meal was coming from.  You’ve had to beg and plead for odd jobs, carry 

people’s coal, wear raggedy assed pants and shoes with holes in the bottoms” (140).  

Analysis 

 



6. Tony also tells Greg “Life is going to change Greg.  By the time you graduate from 

college, I’m going to give you a trip around the world”  (140).  Analysis 

 

 

 

7. Immediately after his optimism, Tony then says “but who am I to give advice when I 

have made such blunders?  Man, I was once King of the Mountain, but I came tumbling 

down” (140).  Analysis 

 

 

 

8. Tony provides Greg with a bible inscribed with “May this bible provide you some small 

consolation for all your losses at such an early age” (141).  Analysis 


