Vinegar Eels

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



Vinegar eels (Turbatrix aceti) are nematodes like microworms, but smaller. In addition, they live longer in the water column compared to microworms and are maintenance free. They also live on the surface of the water, which helps keep your fry away from the dirty tank bottom.
Culture

1. Mix one cup each of water and apple cider vinegar in a narrow neck bottle. Add 1/4 cup of apple juice or a few pieces of peeled fresh apple as food

2. Make sure the bottle is not filled to the neck to allow enough oxygen. The narrowed neck is only used for harvesting by lowering the surface area available for oxygen and thus forcing the worm to congregate. 
3. The initial culture with new eels may take several weeks to establish, when a cloud can be seen below the surface of the liquid in the bottle. With a strong light, you may see the worms wiggling vertically just below the surface. 
Harvest

1. Add extra culture solution to bring the surface of the liquid to just within the neck of the flask.
2.  Push the floss plug down to barely contact the surface 
3. Add water to the neck to fill it to the top. Wait a few hours to overnight and the oxygen-starved worms will crawl up through the floss and swim up into the clear water to get enough air. Suck the worms out in clear water to feed your fish. 
4. Making ready for the next feeding:

1. Remove the floss plug by pulling it out with the string. 

2. Pour enough liquid out to get a sizeable surface area, again. The excess liquid can be kept in any clean bottle, sealed with a floss plug. The eels will grow in it as well as the bottle. 

3. Squeeze liquid out of the floss and replace in the neck to block fumes from reaching the room. 

4. Lightly replace the cork, if desired. Store both bottles away from bright light, until you can feed again. This time, you will put the surplus from the spare bottle back into the flask to get the surface up into the neck. 

5. Add a bit of water when evaporation occurs. The initial solution will work for months. If production drops, add a little apple juice. 

Reculture
If the culture gets too cloudy, make up a new batch in a quart jar and transfer some worms over. Wait until the new one establishes and then throw out the old one.
