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Dear Friends, 
 
I came across a curious statistic a couple of hours 
ago! Apparently, only 67% of people who are 
‘churchgoers’ (in the UK) actually believe in life 
after death. In other words, 33% of the people who 
go to church would not put a tick in the box for: “Do 
you believe in life after death?” Considering that 
Resurrection is at the heart of Christian Faith this is 
a challenging statistic (to say the least).
 
In the wider world, especially in the West, such a statistic would not 
– perhaps – be so surprising. Clearly, the experience of death has 
changed considerably since my children were born. For most of our 
history most people died young. These days (in the UK) most people 
live to old age. This means that for most people death is so far out on 
the distant horizon we do not need to take it into our considerations. 
When death does occur, for most of us it is a private affair, permitted to 
impinge on people’s consciousness as little and as briefly as possible. 
 
A free NHS, affluence and medical science have given us all very high 
expectations of both the length and the quality of our lives. Because 
we do not have to take ‘death’ into our routine considerations we are 
encouraged to focus on this life for fulfilment. We, unlike most of our 
predecessors, do not need to look beyond our dying for fulfilment. This 
– actually – is a very good thing, and we are enormously privileged
However. However, there is a downside!
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The evidence is that affluence makes people drift towards a callous 
indifference to the rest of humanity. Of course, there are many 
exceptions to this in UK society but the evidence is undeniable: most 
people, for most of the time, do not ‘love their neighbour’. It’s not that 
people bear any ill will towards others; most people, most of the time, 
are just indifferent.
 
As a species most homo sapiens died before they had scarcely begun 
to live. Vast numbers still do. Many of the people who died since you 
started reading this article expired after a life of grinding poverty, pain 
and desperation. For these, the majority of the human race, we must 
hope that death is not the end; and because every child of God is 
important to God, death will not have the last word on any of us. 
 
But it is curious that we of all people - with our reasonable hopes of 
long and fulfilled lives - evidently need to keep the thought of our own 
death out of mind. Societies which death ravages face up to it. But we 
who have drawn its sting, so we think, hide it away. 
 
Death remains the last enemy for all of us. It casts its shadow over 
billionaires and paupers alike. It threatens with meaninglessness the 
hopes and joys of everyone. It extinguishes our beloveds. Einsteins, 
Ghandis and Gielguds all come to an end.
 
So the Christian message that God has conquered death for all by 
raising Jesus of Nazareth from death is of the greatest relevance. The 
Christian ‘good news’ does not deny that we are mortal, that for every 
one of us there is a date on the calendar when we shall draw our last 
breath. But, in Christ God unites all of us to God’s own undying life which 
death cannot reach. Though we die to this life, we shall live to God.
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 NEWS OF THE FAMILY

WE REMEMBER and send good wishes for a speedy recovery 
to Malcolm Taylor, currently in St Thomas’s Hospital  awaiting 
the result of tests for heart problems. We also pray for Mary 
Gearing  who is awaiting a cataract operation. Mary would 
also like us to pray for her son Paul who is having a difficult 

time at the moment.

GRANDPARENTS  We send love and congratulations 
to Wendy and Bill Todd on the birth of their fourth 
grandchild. Cody Joseph was born to Elizabeth and 
Stephen Bryan on 11th May and is a brother for Lewis.

BEREAVEMENT  We’re sad to report the recent death of 
Winnie Price after some years of suffering from dementia. 
Winnie was born in Wales where she did very well at school. 
Later she excelled in all the secretarial skills,  achieving 

exceptionally high speeds in shorthand. She moved to London to 
pursue a career in the Civil Service and worshipped at Parchmore 
Road Methodist Church in Thornton Heath, where she became a Youth 
Club and a Class Leader. The Rev Derek Greeves was the minister 
there and Winnie became very close to the whole family, enjoying 
baby-sitting for the children she loved. When Derek was posted to 
Central Hall, Westminster, Winnie became his secretary. She stayed 
there for 30 years, serving successively three ministers. After Derek’s 
retirement she became secretary to Secretary of Conference, Dr Eric 
Baker and later was secretary to Rev Kenneth Greet for 13 years. 
She was involved in many high-profile meetings in world Methodism, 
including travelling to Hawaii.
In giving an appreciation of Winnie’s life Kenneth Greet said, “All she 
did she did because she loved the church and the Lord of the church.”  
He gave humble thanks for “the servant of the servants of God.” In 
summing up Winnie, he said she was quite simply “price-less”.
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MISCELLANEOUS MUSINGS

SUMMER  FAYRE  Thanks to everyone who helped with 
the Fayre on 18th June. In spite of the inclement weather 
we made a grand total of £972, compared with £1,200 last 
year. There will be a break-down of the amount made by 
each stall at the back of the church.

  Christina Messenger would like to thank everyone, on 
behalf of the poorest of the world,  for their hard work in 
collecting for Christian Aid. Our church collected £1,101 

and although this amount was 10% less than last year 
it was, nevertheless, a great total considering the ‘cuts’ our country is 
facing at the moment. You will be interested to know that the total for 
West Wickham is around £7K, which is higher than last year.

METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN (MWiB) - Incorporating 
NETWORK  The first event of the Launch Roadshow will be 
on Sunday 18th September at Central Hall from 2.30-4.30. 
There will be worship, speakers, ideas for action, feedback 
from the World Assembly in Johannesburg, an exhibition, 
resources and more . . . 
More information from: admin@mwib.org.uk

HARVEST SUPPER  This year it will be on Saturday 
8th October and will again be organised and hosted by 
the Scouts.

If you have suggestions for the Fellowship Group’s
future activities  please contact

inda.harvey46@gmail.com or  8462 4468

SUNDAY OFFERINGS
Average weekly offering, 42 weeks to 19 June .. £846
Required average ................................................ £817
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FLOWERS
IN CHURCH

MORE CLEVER PUNS FOR LEXIPHILES

The professor discovered that his theory of earthquakes was on 
shaky ground.

In a democracy it’s your vote that counts; in feudalism, it’s your 
Count that votes.

He had a photographic memory which was never developed.

Those who get too big for their breeches will be exposed in the end.

When she saw her first strands of grey hair, she thought she’d dye.

Acupuncture: a jab well done.

August

  7th
Flower Fund

14th
Flower Fund

21st
Flower Fund

28th
Heather Henderson

July

3rd
Winona D’Albert

 10th
Mary Catlin

17th
Nancy Archer

24th
Edith Clark

31st
Margaret England

Volunteers for 7th, 14th & 
21st would be appreciated
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES

A plumber’s truck 

We repair what your husband fixed.

A vet’s waiting room 

Back in five minutes. Sit! Stay!

A cosmetic surgeon’s office door 

We can help you pick your nose.

A London office block

Toilet out of order. Please use the floor below.

A second-hand shop

We exchange anything - bicycles, washing machines etc. 
Why not bring your wife along and get a great bargain?

A maternity room door

Push, push, push.

A non-smoking area

If we see smoke, we will assume you
are on fire and take appropriate action.

A dry cleaners

Drop your trousers here and
you will receive prompt attention.
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NSPCC Bromley 2011

GARDEN EVENTS

Saturday 2nd July  12.00-3.00pm
Chart Edge, Westerham, TN16 1PL
 Open Garden, Picnic & Garden Tours.
 Victorian walled garden, rock garden, water garden.

Sunday 4th September  11.00-3.00pm
Kent House Leisure Gardens,  91a Kent House Road, SE26 5LJ
 Allotments and a wide variety of garden styles
  covering 5 acres.  Teas, produce stall, barbecue.

Sunday 3rd July  11.00am-4.00pm
Kelsey Park Sports College, Manor Way, Beckenham, BR3 3SJ

 Saturday 16th July  1.00-6.00pm
9 Jews Walk, Sydenham, SE26 6PJ 

Saturday 23rd July  1.00-6.00pm
46 Lanbury Road, Nunhead, SE15 3DB

Sunday 14th August  11.00am-3.00pm
West Wickham Allotment Association, Hawes Lane, BR4 9AF

supporting
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Dear Friends,
 
Following the Peace Conference earlier this year in our circuit (at WW) 
our Muslim friends have invited/challenged us to a game of cricket. The 
venue is yet to be sorted but the date is Saturday 16th July at 1pm. 
Pads, bats etc will be provided, but feel free to use your own.
 
Please advertise this around and if anyone (over the age of ‘16-ish’) 
would like to play please let me have their name. It will be great if 
we can form a team of Methodists from our circuit, but others too are 
welcome to join us. Do not worry about your standard - enthusiasm is 
what we need!
 
As soon as I know the venue, I will let you all know. 
 

SPREAD THE WORD!

ANYONE FOR CRICKET?
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  3 SUNDAY 10.30 Mrs Margaret Smith
    6.30 Rev Derek Stanworth - Holy Communion

  4 Monday   1.45 Toddlers Group

  6 Wednesday   8.00 Praying Together at 32 Riverside Walk

 10 SUNDAY   8.00 Rev Mike Cassidy - Holy Communion
  10.30 Rev Mike Cassidy - Parade Service
    4.00 Cafe Church at Starbucks

11 Monday   1.45 Toddlers Group

13 Wednesday   8.00 Praying Together at 32 Riverside Walk

17 SUNDAY 10.30 Rev Karen George
    6.30  Mrs Christina Messenger

18 Monday   1.45 Toddlers Group

20 Wednesday   8.00 Praying Together at 32 Riverside Walk

24 SUNDAY 10.30 Rev Mike Cassidy
    3.30 Farewell Service for Patrick at
      Bromley Road, Beckenham

27 Wednesday   8.00 Praying Together at 32 Riverside Walk

 July Calendar

CommonNews Donation
We acknowledge, with grateful thanks, a donation to the Newsletter 

Fund from Eric and Beryl Allen.
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  3 Wednesday   8.00 Praying Together at 44 Wickham Chase

  7 SUNDAY 10.30 Mr Mike Tinson

10 Wednesday   8.00 Praying Together at 44 Wickham Chase

14 SUNDAY      10.30 Mr Christopher Sandy
             4.00 Cafe Church at Starbucks

***Final date for material for September Newsletter***

17 Wednesday   8.00 Praying Together at 44 Wickham Chase

21 SUNDAY      10.30     Rev Mike Cassidy - Holy Communion

24 Wednesday  8.00 Praying Together at 44 Wickham Chase

28 SUNDAY     10.30 Rev Mike Cassidy

31 Wednesday   8.00 Praying Together at 44 Wickham Chase

August Calendar

Faith, Hope and Charity

“A faith is a necessity to a man. Woe to him who believes in nothing.”
Victor Hugo

“We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.”
Martin Luther King Jnr.

“A rich man without charity is a rogue; and perhaps it would be no 
difficult matter to prove that he is also a fool.”

Henry Fielding
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USEFUL CONTACTS
 Rev Mike Cassidy     8249 8592     mikecassidy@ntlworld.com

Stewards
   John Manuell 8462 0992   Mary Lancaster 8460 4972  
        Jude Seldon 8777 1552       Marion Graham 8466 8460
     Janet  Hrebien 8777 4327      Clive Timehin 8462 4146

Vestry Stewards
Dot Pullan 8777 9102        Lesley Harris 8777 4723 

Warren Harris 8777 4723       
Church Council Secretary
Joanna Powell 8289 0871

Treasurer
Tim Spittle 8777 6562

Property Steward
Malcolm Taylor 8462 2101

Church Bookings
Joan Clark 8777 7508

Flower Rota
Margaret Cornwell 8658 3979

Junior Church
Marion Graham 8466 8460

Praying Together
Joye Miles 020 8325 8054

Scouts
Stuart Haydon 8777 1365

Guides
Barbara Wilkin 8777 5142

Brownies
Caroline Thomas 8460 2816

Linden Club
Margaret England 8777 4444

Toddlers Club
TBA

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER
             Copy should reach both editors by 
     Sunday 14th August.

Editor:   Heather Henderson, 242 Eden Way, Beckenham BR3 3DT  
( 020 8402 8822             heather.foxbury@gmail.com

Assistant Editor:   Graham Copeland     courtpress@aol.com
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