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Calender

Dear Friends
 

Good news in difficult days

There are two things I want to write about this 
month. 

The first is about the most recent book to come onto my desk. Why 
there almost certainly is a God: Doubting Dawkins is a very timely book 
indeed. By the former Regius Professor of Divinity at Oxford, Professor 
Keith Ward it is, as the blurb says, ‘A deft, enjoyable, courteous 
— yet completely devastating — critique of Richard Dawkins’  The 
God Delusion. Professor Ward is one of the most able and articulate 
philosophers and theologians in the country. In this new book he takes 
apart Dawkins’ arguments that God  is a “Delusion”. “Those who believe 
in God for good reasons,” says Ward, “will be those who believe that 
the universe is rational and intelligible and who are concerned for the 
trustworthiness of human reason… those who wish to penetrate in 
thought beyond sensory appearances to the hidden reality that lies 
beneath.” Ward’s little paperback is timely indeed. We all need to 
be clear about what it is we believe if we are to talk about our faith 
experience to others — and I hope that we will all try and do that, for 
that is the way in which the church will be rebuilt and prove itself again 
to be a reliable and good servant of the community in which we live at 
a time when it must revise its priorities and think again about the values 
that shape its economics and its politics.

    
  

  1 Wednesday   8.00 Praying Together at 4 Seabrook Drive

  4 Saturday   6.30 Harvest Supper 

  5 SUNDAY 10.30 Rev Roger Wiig - Harvest Festival and
      Parade Service
    6.30 Rev Roger Wiig 

  6 Monday   1.45 Toddlers Group

  8 Wednesday   8.00 Praying Together at 1 Holland Way

 12 SUNDAY   8.00 Rev Roger Wiig - Holy Communion  
  10.30 Dr Clive Timehin -  Parade Service 
    6.30 Col David Guy

13 Monday   1.45 Toddlers Group

15 Wednesday   8.00 Praying Together at 1 Holland Way

19 SUNDAY 10.30 Rev Roger Wiig - Holy Communion
    6.30 Circuit Service at Clock House

24 Wednesday   8.00 Praying Together at 1 Holland Way

26 SUNDAY 10.30 Mrs Christina Messenger
    6.30 Rev Roger Wiig
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October
      

KESTON

  1 Wednesday   2.30 Friendship Club

  5     SUNDAY 10.30 Mr David Dingley

  8 Wednesday   2.30 Bible Study 

12 SUNDAY 10.30 Rev Derek Stanworth - Holy Communion

15 Wednesday   2.30 Wesley Guild 

19 SUNDAY 10.30 Major Cliff Kent
    6.30 Circuit Service at Clock House

22 Wednesday   2.30 Bible Study 

26 SUNDAY 10.30 Rev Patrick Kandeh
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The second thing to write about is my delight that the Circuit Meeting 
has taken a very brave and deliberate step to replace the Rev. Nadine 
Cross. Such an appointment will meet our needs for ministry in the 
Circuit in the coming year. I say that this is a brave decision because 
although half of the stipend will be paid for by the Connexion, our Circuit 
funds will need this year to be supplemented by a loan from the Bromley 
and Beckenham congregations until such time as we are able to rent 
out the Cromwell Avenue Manse. 

To implement this decision, I have been asked to find a suitable person 
from amongst my New Zealand and Australian colleagues who might 
be able to offer us a ministry for the part of the Connexional year 
remaining.  I have begun negotiations with a minister who might be 
able to come, but there are still some hoops for us to jump through. 
The Connexion need to  do their own checking on his credentials 
before they can give him “Recognised and Regarded” status (the 
status that I have) and write to the British Embassy in Wellington 
so that he can be given a Visa. I hope you will join me in prayer that 
this initiative of the Circuit Meeting will result in our Staff Team being 
enhanced by a very competent minister who hopefully will work with 
us until 31 August, 2009.

Last Sunday at West Wickham we heard the story of the Hebrew people 
on the move from Egypt to the Promised Land being given quail and 
mana in the desert by God. It was sufficient food for the journey at a 
moment of significant transition from the settled life in Egypt to life into 
the unknown environment of the desert. It was a story told to remind the 
people that God indeed does provide those things we need in moments 
of great change. It is a good story to remind us that we will experience 
the goodness of God even in difficult days.

God bless you

Roger

LOOK FOR SIGNS OF AUTUMN

Look for signs that summer’s done, winter’s drawing near
Watch the changing colours come, turning of the year
See the flowers’ final blaze in the morning’s misty haze
Sing a thankful song of praise - Autumn time is here.

See the fields are bare and brown, feel the nights turn cold
Lamps are early lit in town, Hunter’s moon shines gold
Thank you, God, for rest and food, for the harvest safely stored
Sing a song to praise the Lord as the year grows old.
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NEWS OF THE FAMILY
WE REMEMBER  members of the church family who are 
housebound or are unable to attend worship for other 
reasons. We pray that they may know the power of God’s 
Holy Spirit in their lives.

IN HOSPITAL  We send love to Winnie Price who is in 
Orpington Hospital but will shortly be moving to a care home. 
We wish her well with the move.

CRADLE ROLL BIRTHDAYS   We send Very Happy 
Birthday wishes to Daisy Gearing, who will be two years 
old on 14th September and also to Amy Young who will 
be one year old on 11th October.

NEWS OF FORMER MEMBERS  We’re very sad to report 
the sudden death of Bob Boggis on 21st September. Bob 
was being treated for a kidney infection when he had an 
unexpected heart attack. Although it’s many years since they retired 
to Dorset where they have been very happy, Joyce says she always 
felt that a little bit of Bob remained in West Wickham and Hawes Lane. 
We send her our love and prayers at this sad time.

A UNIQUE DAY!  Our Parade Service last month had an Olympic 
theme featuring ‘torch relays’ and the presentation of ‘medals’. Givers 
are Winners and Winners are Receivers we were told as the offering 
was taken up. 
The day was made even more special by the Baptism of Amy and 
Connor Young, which was followed, after our coffee break, by the 
wedding of their parents, Adam Young and Kathy Earwicker. There 
was a lovely surprise for Kathy when the wedding party emerged 
from the church to find a white carriage and horses, complete with 
coachman, waiting to take them on to the reception.
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 MISCELLANEOUS MIRTHS 
Put it this way . . . 

A good pun is its own reword

A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speaking

A pessimist’s blood type is always B-negative

My wife really likes to make pottery, but to me it’s just kiln time

Dijon vu: the same mustard as before

I fired my masseuse today - she just rubbed me up the wrong way

A few wisecracks . . . 

I love flying - I’ve been to almost as many places as my luggage
 (Bob Hope)

Now that I’m no longer President I find that I don’t win every game  
 of golf I play  (George Bush)

Fleas can be taught nearly anything that a Congressman can 
 (Mark Twain)

If Gladstone fell into the Thames that would be a misfortune, and if  
 anybody pulled him out that, I suppose, would be a calamity
 (Benjamin Disraeli)

A product of the untalented, sold by the unprincipled to the utterly  
 bewildered (Al Capp - of abstract art)

A Realist is someone who paints what other people don’t paint
 (R J Richardson)

www.wwmchurch.org.uk
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CHURCH  ACTIVITIES

THE ROBES PROJECT  We’re still supporting the 
Bermondsey Mission with gifts of tinned food. If you have 
spare tins at any time to share with the city’s poor they can 
be left in the blue box outside the secretary’s office.

EVENTS PLANNED BY THE FELLOWSHIP GROUP

 Harvest Supper on 4th October at 6.30  - SEE PAGE 8

 Christmas Celebration Party on Sunday 14th December,
    followed by the Evening Service.

 Summer Fayre on 13th June 2009.

 Ashburnham Weekend on 26 - 28 June 2009.

LINDEN CLUB  The programme for October is:

  8th   -  The Dancing Years - Mrs Olga Roberts
22nd  -  Rev Roger Wiig

WEBSITE The church now has its own website at
www.wwmchurch.org.uk

It is still under development so keep visiting to see 
how it is progressing and for up-to-date information.
 

OUR THANKS TO ROGER COOLEY
After 44 years of looking after, and taking an interest in, West Wickham’s 
finances, Roger Cooley has stepped down from the Resourcing 
Committee. In a letter acknowledging the significance and value of 
Roger’s work over such a long period of time, our minister, Roger, 
thanked him particularly for his negotiations with the Circuit that kept 
our Assessment down to a level that we could afford and that was 
fair. Roger and his loved late wife, Eileen, not only worked hard for 
the congregation, they did so with good humour that kept 
meetings lively and interesting. The congregation owes a 
great debt of gratitude to Roger and prays for him blessing 
and peace.

THE  THREE  GREAT  Cs

We would be lost without Courage, not only physical bravery 
but the ability to stand up for what is right and true. It is so easy 
to float with the stream of public opinion, no matter how wrong 
we think it to be. When gossip is repeated it takes Courage to 
stem the flow and refuse to listen - or pass it on!

Compassion - how valuable that is! With Compassion we can 
bring consolation to the sufferer, comfort to the bereaved, the sick, 
the despairing. All the great and notable men and women who 
have strived to make life better for others have been motivated 
by Compassion and have shown it in concern.

It was genuine Concern that prompted all the great reformers - 
both past and present. There are similar people today, both known 
and the greater unknown, who are working to help the poor and 
deprived, the helpless, and victims of war, injustice, and natural 
disaster. We too can help God to help them, with the three Cs!

From One of my Notebooks by Henry Sylverton
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CHURCH ACTIVITIES

FRIENDSHIP CLUB  The next meeting will be on Wednesday 
1st October at 2.30.  

WESLEY GUILD  The Guild’s next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 15th October at 2.30.

BIBLE STUDY  The September meetings will be on the 8th and 
22nd at 2.30.

NEWS  OF  THE FAMILY
We’re pleased to report that Annita Mancini has 
recovered well from her stroke and is now settled into  
a Christian care home in Bickley. She has a lovely room 
and has taken up knitting again. Hopefully she will be able to attend 
church sometimes but the home has services on Sunday evenings. 
We send her our love.

We also remember in our prayers Harry and Hazel Harrington 
and their daughter Carol, and ask for God’s blessings on 
them.

We also send love and best wishes to Doris Meins and Margery Cox.  

CHURCHES TOGETHER
IN WEST WICKHAM
CHILDREN’S LINK

Plunge & Pizza Party
for all 10 to 14 year olds – bring your friends

4.15 pm      Registration at West Wickham Swimming Baths.

5.45 pm      Walk to Emmanuel Church Hall, The Grove, for food and games.
         (Non-swimmers can join us here at 6.00 pm).

6.00 pm     Pizzas, Sausages, Jacket Potatoes, Beans, Salad, Drinks, etc.
                        followed by Football, Pool, Table Tennis, etc. (4 rooms of games).
8.15 pm     Parents to collect.

COST: Current admission charge to Baths (approx £2) plus £2 for party food.
Names & numbers for catering to Dot Pullen, by 4th October,   8777 9102

Helpers will be most welcome

SATURDAY 4th OCTOBER 2008
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Flowers in September were provided by:
   --             7th  
   --  14th by local
  Hilda Hannaford 21st arrangement
   --  28th
  

Flowers in October will be provided by:
  Jean Docker   5th Jan Harker
  Winnie D’Albert 12th Audrey Williams
  Showon Bowler 19th Julia Dudman
  Showon Bowler 26th Joy Rutherford

FLOWERS
IN THE CHURCHES

  West Wickham  Keston

}

WEST WICKHAM SUNDAY OFFERING
Average weekly offering, 3 weeks to 21 Sep       £767
Required average ............................................... £817

A Bible that is falling apart is usually
owned by someone who is not

THE  GUIDE  BOOK

On the table, side by side, the Holy Bible and the TV Guide

One is well-worn but cherished with pride,

(Not the Bible but the TV Guide).

One is used daily to help folk decide,

No, it isn’t the Bible, it’s the TV Guide.

As pages are turned, what shall we see?

Oh what does it matter, turn on the TV.

So they open the book in which they confide,

(No, not the Bible, it’s the TV Guide).

The word of God is seldom read, maybe a verse as they fall into bed.

Exhausted and sleepy and tired as can be,

Not from reading the Bible but from watching TV.

So then back on the table, side by side,

Is the Holy Bible and the TV Guide.

No time for prayer, no time for the word,

The Plan of Salvation is seldom heard.

Forgiveness for sin, so full and free,

Is found in the Bible, not on TV.
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WEST WICKHAM HARVEST SUPPER
Saturday 4th October at 6.30

The Fellowship Group invites you to come and ‘Sing For Your Supper’  
at a Thanksgiving style meal of turkey and veg with all the trimmings, 
followed by apple pie and custard. An overhead screen will be set up 
for group singing of Graces after the meal (to tunes that you know!).

We’d be very grateful for contributions of apple pies or crumbles and also 
cafetieres. Please tell Carole or the stewards what you are bringing.

Tickets are available from the stewards at £8.00 each and the proceeds 
will benefit The Smiles Foundation in Romania with which Mary 
Lancaster and Marion Graham are very involved.They are taking food 
parcels and essentials to Romania at the end of October, so it’s nice 
to know that our contributions will have an immediate effect!

The charity seeks to relieve poverty, promote education and provide 
hope and opportunity for many through a variety of projects which 
include evangelistic outreach, food distribution, medical support, 
social assistance, education, child care and housing provision. Further 
information can be found on their website:

www.thesmilesfoundation.org

Please be there for what promises to be a great occasion.

Blessings and Peace

Roger

For many years the duties of Bromley Circuit Treasurer have been 
carried out by various volunteer members from the Circuit churches. 
The tradition has been a period of four years in the position.

The present incumbent, David Blacknell, has actually done six 
years in the post but gave clear notice that he would be resigning 
on 31st August 2008. Despite enquiries by the Superintendent 
Minister and members of the Circuit Leadership Team, a 
successor has still to be found. This item is therefore appearing in 
the magazines of the Circuit churches in the hope that someone 
will volunteer to take up the position, the duties of which simply 
cannot be allowed to lapse. 

David would be happy to give any advice to a successor. Formal 
accountancy experience is not essential and the job is not 
onerous. The duties, in the main, consist of recording income 
(almost entirely the assessments from the member churches 
which are made by automatic transfer) and expenditure - much 
more varied but essentially simple. The income and expenditure 
is reconciled with the monthly bank statements. The treasurer 
holds the bank cheque books and draws cheques as required, 
but many payments (council tax, water charges, maintenance 
contracts) are made by direct debit.

There is a meeting of church treasurers to agree the level of 
assessments for the following year and, of course, the production 
of annual accounts at the end of August which have to be audited. 
This is not complicated.

Anyone considering whether to volunteer
is asked to contact

David Blacknell on 020 8650 8821.

CIRCUIT  TREASURER


