
 

What might have been 

BY CHARLES HOWE  

A GC battle that never quite happened, 1993 qualifies as Exhibit A among Tony Rominger’s several Tour 

disappointments. 

 

A late bloomer, Rominger had notched his first Grand Tour win at the 1992 Vuelta a España, aged 31, then 

narrowly repeated the following spring while taking the climbing and points classifications as well.  A record third 

Vuelta and the World Hour Record would come in 1994, followed by a Giro in ’95.  Clearly, the talent was there. 

 

He began this Tour by conceding 14 seconds to Indurain’s winning time in the prologue at Le Puy de Fou, but it 

was the stage 4 team time trial from Dinard to Avranches, 81 km long, that doomed him.  Just beforehand, he lost 

two teammates recruited solely for the TTT, then gave up 1:44 to Indurain’s Banesto squad, including a 1-minute 

penalty.  This pushed Rominger far enough down in the GC that he received a much earlier start time than Indurain 

for the 59 km, stage 9 individual time trial at Lac de Madine.  As a result, he was hindered by far less favorable 

wind conditions than the earlier starters, and lost another 2:42. 

 

Now 5:44 down on GC, Rominger won the next 

two stages through the Alps, sometimes putting 

Indurain under pressure, but never able to drop 

him.  This continued in the Pyrenees, which began 

with two ridiculously overlong stages, both taking 

over 7 hours 20 minutes to complete: 

 

Stage 15, Perpignan – Andorra, 231.5 km 
Jau (Cat. 1, 1513 meters) 

Garabel (Cat. 2, 1256 m) 

Côte de Puyvalador (Cat. 2, 1370 m) 

Puymorens (Cat. 2, 1915 m) 

Port d’Envalira (Cat. 1, 2407 m) 

Coll d’Ordino (Cat. 2, 1910 m) 

Andorra (Cat. 1, 1810 m) 

 

Stage 16, Andorra – St. Lary du Soulan, 230 km 
Collado del Canto (Cat. 2, 1725 m) 

Puerto de la Bonaigua (Cat. 1, 2072 m) 

Le Portillon (Cat. 2, 1293 m) 

Peyresourde (Cat. 1, 1569 m) 

Pla d’Adet (Cat. 1, 1670 m) 

 

Indurain was straining noticeably on the final climb 

of stage 16, teeth showing in his trademark snarl, 

but gave up only a handful seconds.  The next day 

started right off with the Tourmalet (HC, 2115 m), 

followed by the Aubisque (Cat. 1, 1709 m).  These 

were the last two major categorized climbs, and 

finally the Spanish giant cracked, conceding 50 

seconds to Rominger over the top of the Tourmalet, 

but it was all for naught: showing remarkable 

descending skills, Indurain caught the Swiss out 

halfway down the other side, and there would be no 

repeat of weakness on the Aubisque. 

 

 

 

HARD-LUCK CHALLENGER – No one else during 

Indurain’s five-year reign over the Tour put the 

Spaniard under such pressure as Rominger, seen here on 

the Pla d’Adet, stage 16. 
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Only a 48 km ITT from Bretigny sur Orge-

Monthléry remained as a chance to take back 

time, but with Indurain’s lead virtually 

unchanged since stage 9, at 5:41, any gains 

by Rominger could have only moral signifi-

cance.  He did manage to take 49 seconds in 

the early going, most of it coming on the 

uphill section of the course, then held his 

ground on the flat, no doubt partly due to the 

his use of a rear disc and a smaller-diameter, 

deep-section front wheel, as compared to 

Indurain’s two 38 mm deep Campagnolo 

Shamals.  A puncture followed by a seamless 

bike change cost Rominger no more than 10 

seconds off his 42-second win. 

 

Thus did the magnificent El Rey complete his 

second consecutive Giro-Tour double, a feat 

that is unprecedented still.  How many Tours 

might he have won had it been the only 3-

week stage race he competed in each year, a la 

Lance Armstrong?  Surely, Indurain’s seven 

Grand Tour wins in five years are superseded 

only by exploits of Merckx.  As for Rominger, 

this was as close as he ever got to the maillot 

jaune, and his 4 wins in the two “lesser” 

Grand Tours rank him second only to Ray-

mond Poulidor in the Best Riders to Never 

Win the Tour competition. 

 

Other highlights of this Tour included        

21-year-old Tour rookie Armstrong taking a 

6-up sprint at Verdun to become one of the youngest stage winners ever, and Chris Boardman setting the World 

Hour Record on July 23 at the Bordeaux velodrome, the same day as the stage finish there. 

 

WHAT GOES UP… – Indurain is shown here with Claudio 

Chiappucci on the Tourmalet, where was dropped by Romin-

ger before regaining contact on the descent. 


