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Chippewa Creek Road Race Celebrates 10th Anniversary 

BY CHARLES HOWE 

clas·sic (klas' ik) n. – something of enduring worth,  
which serves as a standard of excellence or perfect example. 

 
In an age with a 30-second attention span and a society more expectant of its future than aware its past, 
sporting events are often awarded the dubious title of “instant classics” at their inception.  The 
Chippewa Creek Road Race might well have qualified for such an ephemeral title, but will wait until 
its tenth anniversary this May 20th to accept the honor. 
 
This scenic parkway circuit race within the Brecksville Reservation of the Cleveland Metroparks offers 
a true challenge, with a curvy, up-and-down ‘backstretch,’ a 50+ mph descent followed by a 
substantial climb, a false-flat finishing straight, and more than 400 feet of climbing per 4.08 mile lap.  
There are no cross-streets or residences, a low volume of auto traffic, and only three corners, all right-
hand.  Competitors of all abilities are welcomed, including citizens, juniors 12-18, women, men 35-44 
and 45+, and elite men, in separate races of 20, 28, and 36 miles.  Over $1,870 in cash prizes and 
awards are at stake. 
 
In the race’s inaugural staging, North Royalton’s Paul Martin had a huge lead of over four minutes 
when his rear derailleur cage came apart with less than a lap to go in the 36-mile elite men’s race.  He 
attempted to run the remaining distance, bike slung over his shoulder, but was overtaken just before 
reaching the finish line.  His luck mended later in the year when he won the U.S. National 
Championship Road Race in Altoona, Pennsylvania, becoming the first Ohioan ever to claim that title.  
After three years with the Navigators Pro Cycling Team, Martin retired as a professional at the end of 
the 2000 season to pursue a law degree, but still races on a regional basis with the Texas Roadhouse 
Cycling Team. 
 
As memorable as the first edition was, things only got better from there, as turnouts doubled, 
categories were added, and the prize list grew by over $1,000.  Other notable performances have been 
turned in by Ohio’s more recent national champions, including Hudson’s Jody Radkewich, Fremont’s 
Mike House, and Jim Baldesare of Kent, but the race attracts a truly regional-caliber field, with 
competitors coming from as far away as upstate New York and Canada. 
 
Upon his return to the amateur ranks in 2001, Paul Martin avenged his previous disappointment with a 
satisfying win in the elite men’s race.  “This is where I learned to race, and it’s just a perfect course.  
Today, our team did to [third-place finisher] Brian Batke what guys like Don Cernanec and Greg 
Halter did to me right here in the early 1990s,” he exulted afterward. 
 
For more information, visit the race web site. 
 
 

All photos by Randy Ward of Brecksville Velosport 
 

http://chippewacreekrr.webs.com
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HOMETOWN BOY MAKES GOOD  –  17-year-old Andy Moskal of Brecksville finished 5th in the 
elite category of the race’s 2006 edition.  Moskal now attends The Ohio State University, and competes 
on the OSU Cycling Team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

MADE IN THE SHADE?  –  The scenery may be lovely and the woods give relief from the sun, but a stiff challenge awaits all who tackle the 
hilly 4.08-mile course.  Here, the field of competitors in the 2005 elite men’s race makes their way up the climb together on the first of 9 laps. 
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SPEED THRILLS  –  Riders typically reach 50 mph on the course’s main descent.  Tris Hopkins of Stow is shown here in an early breakaway 
with Orrville’s Jeremy Grimm. 
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. . . AND KILLS  –  A wicked early pace often exacts a heavy toll later on, and by lap 6, Hopkins was struggling mightily up 
the hill, accompanied by Hector Colon. 
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KING of BRECKSVILLE  –  After an initial disaster, Paul Martin has won the elite men’s race four times.       
In 2005, as shown here, Martin shattered the course record by covering a total of 36.7 hilly miles in 1:29:55, a 
remarkable average speed of 24.5 mph. 


