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I would like to take this 

opportunity on behalf of 

myself, my wife Peggy of 

seventeen years and my 

two children, Savannah 

12 and Shane 10, to thank 

you for your support in  

re-electing me your      

Supervisor.  

I have worked extremely 

hard during my time in 

office and have dedicated 

myself to enhancing our 

township.  

As your Supervisor, I will 

continue to scrutinize all 

spending at both the town 

and county levels. This 

past year’s Essex County 

budget decreased by 3.2%, 

the first decrease ever in 

an Essex County Budget. 

The 2006 County Budget 

will also see a 0% increase 

to taxpayers. Additionally, 

at the county level, I have 

been intricately involved 

at several fronts. I cur-

rently serve as Chairman 

of the Personnel Commit-

tee, Co-Chairman of the 

Transportation Commit-

tee (which is presently 

working to implement 

medical transportation for 

the elderly and disabled), 

and served on the Hiring 

Committee for the Public 

Defender, the Public 

Health Director, and 

County Attorney. I per-

sonally initiated meetings 

between the Essex County 

Board of Supervisors and 

the Essex County Depart-

ment Heads to enhance 

communication between 

the two bodies. I will con-

tinue to be a vocal advo-

cate at the county level to 

assure that the Town of 

Jay’s needs are heard. 

 

At the town level, much 

progress has been 

achieved over the past two 

years. The Town of Jay’s 

office hours along with the 

Town Clerk’s, have been 

expanded, a History Room 

detailing Jay’s past has 

been opened in the Com-

munity Center, a Town 

Newsletter has been es-

tablished, Board minutes 

have been posted on our 

website and Town Board 

meetings which are now 

held in all three hamlets 

can be viewed on Charter 

Cable’s access channel. 

The town parks are con-

tinuing to be maintained 

and expanded. The Jay 

Park’s water fountain has 

been refurbished 

Supervisor’s Message 

December 2005 

Katrina Collection 
In conjunction with 

Mayor Dan Stewart and 

the City of Plattsburgh, 

the Town of Black Brook 

of Clinton County and the 

Town of Jay in Essex 

County accepted a collec-

tion of supplies needed 

for Katrina Hurricane 

Victims, on Wednesday, 

September 7th from 

9:00am to 4:30pm in the 

Community Center gym 

at the Town of Jay.  The 

turn out was exceptional. 

Donations of water, non 

perishable food, pet food, 

clothing, infant supplies, 

hygiene products and 

monetary donations 

poured in from local citi-

zens wanting to help.   

Peter Day Wholesale in 

Tupper Lake donated 

palettes of drinks, toys, 

candy and more. VFW 

Post 3120 and the Ameri-

can Legion Post 220 do-

nated 300 T-Shirts to 

those in need. Several 

community members, 

Post 504 Members, Town 

of Jay and Black Brook 

employees volunteered 

their time to packing and 

sorting donated items.  

...continued on page 2 
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and the Grove park area will soon 

be sporting a new basketball court. 

Upper Jay’s water project is now 

complete and those residents are 

benefiting from a new filtered water 

system. Construction of the new 

bridge in Jay is under way with 

much progress already realized. 

Town of Jay employees will soon 

have a new reference guide in the 

form of a newly revised employee 

handbook. The Town Board and I 

created a Transitional Duty Pro-

gram which allows employees to 

return to work earlier after sickness 

or injury. All Town departments 

worked together to assure the re-

moval of an eye sore on Rt. 9N and 

the Main Street Revitalization 

Committee is alive and full of en-

ergy. The Town will continue to 

budget for the ever popular  

“Clean up Day”. The Town’s Disas-

ter Committee, has been utilized 

during two declared state of emer-

gencies.  

I am proud to have sponsored a trip 

to Canada for our Town Seniors so 

that they were able to receive Flu 

vaccinations during the serum 

shortage. I will continue to look out 

for the well being of our older resi-

dents and hope that the increase in 

the Senior Tax Exemption from 

$16,500 to $22,000 will make a dif-

ference. I am proud to be part of a 

community that so generously ral-

lied behind the relief efforts for the 

benefit of the hurricane Katrina 

victims.  

Our community center continues to 

provide vital space for various func-

tions, organizations, and events. 

 

Though much progress has been 

achieved over the last two years, 

there is still much to be done. I will 

continue to work hard for the Town 

of Jay as we move forward. Thank 

you for your continued support. 

I wish all of you a safe and Happy 

Holiday Season. 

Sincerely,                                                                                                                      

Randall T. Douglas                                                                                                              
Town of Jay Supervisor 

 

Department of Public Works (DPW) Message  

The DPW has worked tirelessly throughout the 

Summer and Fall of 2005 resurfacing the John 

Fountain Road (approx. 1,000’), Cross Street, 

Ridge Top Road, Grove Road (which used to be 

East Forge St.), Burt Street (approx. 1,000’), and 

Terrace Street; as well as repairing damaged 

sidewalks in Jay and Upper Jay.  

DPW employees have made several renovations 

to offices at the Community Center in Au Sable 

Forks, NY and are anticipating the installation of 

new windows approved through a Honeywell 

Grant.   

Throughout the Fall, DPW employees began cut-

ting back brush and picking up brush knocked 

down from storms. More brush work will be un-

derway throughout the season. $10,000 was put 

into improving culverts throughout the Town of 

Jay and DPW will continue to clean out the right 

a ways and re-ditch roads. 

 

 

 

Maintenance on the park grounds is ongoing and 

vital to residents in the Town of Jay. If you 

should have any questions, concerns or sugges-

tions, please submit a formal letter to the Town of 

Jay Supervisor, Randall T. Douglas, and he will 

present it to the Town Board at one of their 

scheduled meetings.  

On behalf of all employees in the Department of 

Public Works, Have a Happy Holiday and 

Healthy New Year! 

Sincerely,  

Chris Garrow                                                                                                                    
DPW Director  

 

The (AFVFD) Au Sable Forks Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment is expecting a new truck, which will be delivered 

from the State of Florida in December 2005. 



 

If you’ve been by the Jay Village Green, you know 

that the JEMS theatre space is moving full-speed 

ahead. The concrete and framing has been com-

pleted.  

JEMS has sold every one of their 160 theater seats 

in the new Amos and Julia Ward Theater, but the 

inside walls of the theater space will be lined with 

beautiful ceramic tiles that can be inscribed like a 

plaque.  The tiles will line the side walls at the 

height of a chair rail. Space is limited, so there are 

approximately 120 tiles for purchase.  

If you are interested in donating a tile or dedicating 

a tile to someone important in your life, each tile 

costs $100 and you can contact JEMS at (518) 647-

2208 or visit their website at www.jemsgroup.com.  

JEMS had a terrific summer concert season with all 

events well attended; their 1st Annual Jay Day was 

a huge success.  

In October, the Junior Jay Towne Players per-

formed Café Murder: A Dessert Theatre Experience 

at Upper Jay Upholstery, underwritten by Wells 

Memorial Library and sponsored by JEMS. The 

Merry Knights of the Rad Table was held in          

December at the Town of Jay Community Center.   

To learn more about JEMS 2006 Season, visit their 

website at www.jemsgroup.com. 

 

 

 This summer was a little bit on the quiet side for 

the playground, due to the construction on the 

new bridge.  The Honor Society from Au Sable 

Valley Middle and High School will help beautify 

the park with some much needed raking and 

weeding in the Spring.  

 

Any help in keeping our children's park clean is 

appreciated. Please remember there is no smoking 

in the park.  

 

An indoor preschool age play group has been ac-

tive since Thursday, September 29th from 9:00 

a.m.– 12:00p.m. in the gym at the Town of Jay 

Community Center ( in the old school in Au Sable 

Forks). Parents must stay to supervise their chil-

dren. We usually share a snack. Everyone brings 

something HEALTHY to eat, but it is not a re-

quirement to come and join the fun. Most of the 

children are preschool/toddler age but we have a 

good showing of baby brothers and sisters too. 

There is safe play equipment that we share, and 

lots of running space. Taking turns, sharing and 

making friends are all a part of this high energy 

morning. Come and join us !  

 

The Town of Jay is looking for people who are 

willing to volunteer for a committee that will help 

establish an ice skating rink in our town. If any-

one is interested in volunteering their time and 

efforts, please contact the Town of Jay at (518) 

647-2204. We can have a lot of fun during those 

long winter days and nights !  

 

News from the Jay Entertainment & Music Society 

Town of Jay Children’s Park 
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Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                         

Randall T. Douglas                                                                                                                                                                 

Chris Garrow                                                                                                                                           



This past year I have had many 

inquiries regarding early ances-

tors in the Town of Jay. One of the 

biggest groups I have lectured 

was the Bull Family. I gave 

them all the information that I 

had in my files. Many other 

people have come to my home 

looking for information about 

specific members of their fami-

lies over the past year.  

I have researched many inquir-

ies pertaining to genealogy 

throughout the year. Genealogy 

has become a popular hobby 

and many inquiries come to me 

every week. If I am unable to 

answer their questions, I write 

and give them suggestions and 

addresses for them to write to for 

more information.  

I have been the recipient of many 

artifacts over the past year. Some 

are left on my porch with no donor 

name on them. All these artifacts 

are housed at the Historical Room 

in the Town of Jay Civic Center.  

I researched the history of the 

Village Green in Jay. Using infor-

mation obtained from various 

sources I wrote a history of the 

Jay Village Green to be used as an 

educational historical document. I 

am always available to answer 

questions from students who are 

doing educational research pro-

jects on the Town of Jay. You can 

contact me at (518) 946-2597. 

 

Mary E. Wallace 

Town Historian 

archive of Arto’s works; and collect 

oral histories involving Arto. A tape 

recorder and tapes can be borrowed 

from Wells Memorial Library to 

record your memories of Arto. 

Please visit our website at 

www.artomonaco.org.  

 

The Arto Monaco Historical Society 

is dedicated to honoring Arto’s 

memory and to preserving his leg-

acy. Our objectives are to: study the 

feasibility of restoring the Land of 

Makebelieve Castle; acquire Arto’s 

creations and make them accessible 

to the public; assemble a digital 

We invite you to become a member 

and volunteer for one of our projects. 

“Arto’s Way”, our first newsletter is-

sue, is available at the Town of Jay 

Office, Wells Memorial Library in 

Upper Jay, and the Upper Jay Post 

Office.  

Our Community Time Park 

History 

The Arto Monaco Historical Society 

Donations from businesses and in-

dividuals made this project possible. 

No tax payers money was used, and 

no grant money was needed.  

The support I received from this 

project has been overwhelming. I 

want to thank my committee mem-

bers for their hard work and sup-

port, the community and the people 

who helped in their own special way 

when I needed them. Paver bricks 

are still available for $50. Please 

call (518) 647-8163 for more infor-

mation.  

The 1st Annual Christmas Tree 

Lighting was held on December 3rd, 

2005 with music provided by the 

AVCS Jazz Choir and special guests 

included Santa Claus, Rowdy the 

Reindeer and Santa’s little helpers. 

Bryan Deyoe  

Clock Project Chairman 

The Au Sable Forks Clock Project 

has been a huge success. The pro-

ject began in February 2004, and as 

of December 2005, we are nearing 

completion. 

The clock lends character to our 

Town, as it welcomes visitors to our 

community.  

All funds for this project have come 

from within the community and 

surrounding communities.  
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Senior Citizens Club  

2006 Meetings, Trips & 

Events 

Meetings: 1st Wednesday of 

each Month 

For more information on 

2006 trips and events call: 

 John Sheldrake  @ 647-5939. 

North Creek NY for a two hour rail-

road ride and a trip up Gore Moun-

tain by a gondola for a breathtaking 

view of the mountains. Later we 

stopped off in Pottersville at the 

Hungry Bear for a great meal.  

Seniors enjoyed a shopping trip to 

Williston, VT on Oct. 15th, a 

Thanksgiving dinner on Nov. 6th at 

Steinhoff’s in Wilmington, NY and a 

Dec. 4th Christmas dinner celebra-

tion at the Au Sable Forks Ameri-

can Legion. 

We usually averaged 22 members 

per trip, but 65 or more members 

for dinners. Seniors love to eat !  

Our membership this year was at 

92. We are currently planning for 

next years trips and events (see 

pages 6-7). So, if you know of any-

one 50 years or older, send them to 

us for a membership card that costs 

$6, that entitles them to many dis-

counts. We continue to meet the 

first Wednesday of each month ex-

cept January, November and De-

cember at the Community Center 

Nutrition Room.  Our fiscal year 

begins December 1 when member-

ship cards can be purchased for the 

new year. Come join us! 

The club was very busy with din-

ners, trips and events this summer. 

They visited museums in Port 

Henry, Crown Point, and Ticonder-

oga, stopping off at Gloria’s in Mine-

ville for a delicious dinner on the 

way home. Also a boat cruise and 

luncheon, touring old and new 

Montreal and St. Joseph’s was en-

joyed in late July. Two plays were 

attended, one in Essex, called 

“Cabaret” and another in Westport 

called “Showboat”. At the end of 

July, delicious blueberries and rasp-

berries were picked in Vermont. In 

the middle of August, we went to 

Please come and enjoy a FREE 

nutritious meal at the Au Sable 

Forks Senior Center for people 

over 60. We are open from 9:30 

to 1:30, Monday through Friday. 

We have Bingo, cards and puz-

zles at 10:00am daily. Once a 

month you can have your blood 

pressure taken and talk to the 

OFA of Essex County. 

Nearly every month we have a 

special holiday party where you 

can win prizes, eat snacks, 

dance to live music and enjoy 

the friendship of others.  

Please make a reservation by 

calling 647-8173 a day before 

coming. A donation of $2.00 per 

meal is suggested. No take out 

allowed. Sponsored by ACAP. 

have totaled over $3,000. The 

Fuel Booster Club sold Raffle 

Tickets for a variety of prizes from 

$1 each to 6 for $5. The drawing 

was held on December 15th. The 

following persons won prizes: 

John Sawyer, John Snow, Peg 

Hoey, Willie Lincoln, Hope John-

son, Theresa Devlin, Rita Cioffi, 

Paula Mc Greevy, and Savannah 

The Towns of Jay and Black 

Brook have created an emergency 

fuel booster club to provide fuel 

for any Senior Citizen who is 

struggling to pay for rising home 

heating energy costs this winter 

season . A street drive was held 

on October 29th in Au Sable 

Forks, marking the clubs first 

fundraiser. Funds raised to date 

Douglas. An indoor flea market 

will be held at the Community 

Center on March 25th and 26th. 

For information, please visit our 

website @ www.jaynewyork.com. 

Donations may also be mailed to 

Linda Dubay, P.O. Box 431, Au 

Sable Forks, NY 12912 or Shirley 

Thomas, Silver Lake Road, Au 

Sable Forks, NY 12912.   

Au Sable Forks Senior Citizen Club 

Did you know the Community 
Center has a Senior Center? 

Fuel Booster Club 
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AU SABLE FORKS SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB 
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The Jay/Black Brook Youth Commission 

The Jay/Black Brook Youth 

Commission is an organization 

that provides year round pro-

grams for the Towns youth.  

In the Spring and Summer sea-

sons, baseball and softball pro-

grams are provided, as well as 

Tee-Ball for the real young at 

heart. We also offer a Play-

ground Program for six weeks 

from July to August during the 

hours of 9am to 3pm, Monday 

through Friday. School aged 

children from Kindergarten to 

sixth grade are eligible to attend 

the summer programs, where 

they will enjoy many activities 

and field trips.  

This past Summer, the kids at-

tending the summer program, 

took part in planned daily ath-

letic activities, arts and crafts, 

yoga and dance class, swim-

ming, as well as a reading pro-

gram. Field trips were sched-

uled in the afternoon, and chil-

dren had the opportunity to visit 

Lake City Skate, Whiteface 

Mountain, and Riverside Bowl-

ing Lanes for hours of fun!  

In the Fall, the Youth Program 

offers Soccer for children rang-

ing from five to twelve years of 

age. Coaches teach the very ba-

sic fundamentals to our young-

est athletes.  

At the end of each sporting sea-

son, parties are held in the 

Grove’s baseball and soccer 

fields. Children are awarded for 

their teamwork, by receiving an 

Award Certificate and/or Tro-

phy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Winter, a basketball pro-

gram is offered to students in 

Grades 1st-6th, where practices 

are held at the Community Cen-

ter in Au Sable Forks, NY. For 

those who can’t get enough of 

the snow, a ski program is of-

fered by the Counties to partici-

pate in.  

Throughout the Winter the 

Youth Program hosts “Fun 

Nights” for the children to min-

gle with each other and play 

games in the game room. For 

more information call: 647-2204. 

Born: December 12, 1745 
Birthplace: New York City, New York                                                                                             

Education: King's (Columbia) College (Lawyer, Judge) 

• Member of the New York Committee of Correspondence, 1774 

• Delegate to the Continental Congress, 1774-76 

• Member of the New York Constitutional Convention, First Chief Jus-

tice of New York, 1777 

• Delegate and elected President of Continental Congress, 1778 

• Minister to Spain, 1779                                                                                                         

• Minister to treat the peace with Great Britain, 1782                                                                            

• Secretary of Foreign Affairs, 1784                                                                                              

• Contributor to The Federalist, 1788                                                                                             

• First Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, 1789                                                             

• Negotiator of Jay Treaty with Great Britain, 1794                                                                               

• Elected Governor of New York, 1797-1801 

Photo courtesy of Heidi & Donan Pelkey! 

Jay, NY is a namesake of John Jay, originally known as Mallory’s Bush, 

namesake from the first settler Nathaniel Mallory.  



 

A Special Thanks to: 
 

Carl and Lisa PrentisCarl and Lisa PrentisCarl and Lisa PrentisCarl and Lisa Prentis    

of Prentis Nurseryof Prentis Nurseryof Prentis Nurseryof Prentis Nursery    

 

 For joining efforts with our 

Department of Public Works to 

help keep the Valley Road 

clean in Jay, NY.  

 

The Town of Jay and The 

Essex County Board of 

Supervisors have raised 

the Senior Citizens real 

property tax income eligi-

bility guidelines from 

$16,500 to $22,000.  

The eligibility income 

amendment adopted by 

the Town and County 

will take affect for our 

2007 tax bills.  

 

 

For more information, 

contact:  

Russell Clark 

 Town of Jay Assessor  

 (518) 647-5594  

or 

Randall T. Douglas  

 Town of Jay Supervisor 

(518) 647-2204 

 

 

After HUD funding cuts 

this past year, the Jay 

Housing Agency  has 

found itself struggling to 

close this year with as 

little deficit as possible. 

We  are now helping 40 

low income families with 

their rent and have a sig-

nificant amount of fami-

lies on the waiting list.  

Hopefully, next year we 

can bring the number of 

families being helped back 

up to 42. If you think you 

might qualify for assis-

tance please call for an 

application. 647-8888 

Patti Hathaway            

Director 

Grove Development 

Senior Citizen Exemption 

Jay Housing Agency 

The basketball court 

was paved in Septem-

ber. Baskets have been 

purchased and will be 

installed this Spring. 

Plans for 2006 include, 

grading and outfitting 

two mite soccer fields in 

the common area north 

of the girl’s softball 

field, coating of the bas-

ketball court with col-

ored asphalt filler and 

striping it, fencing the 

roadside of the basket-

ball court, cutting out 

boy’s baseball diamond 

baselines to make it re-

semble a major league 

field and building a 

horseshoe area south of 

the boys baseball fields.  
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Assessor Encourages STAR Applications 
We encourage aging residents to get in their School Tax Relief (STAR) Exemption Applications as soon as 

possible. The STAR program offers a $30,000 exemption on property taxes for residents regardless of the 

owner’s ages or incomes. The Enhanced STAR exemption is available for the primary residences of senior 

citizens (age 65 and older) with yearly household incomes not exceeding the statewide standard. STAR 

applications can be picked up at the Supervisor’s Office or the Assessor’s Office at the Community Center 

in Au Sable Forks, NY.  

For more information, call Assessor Russ Clark at (518) 647-5594.  

Birthplace: New York City, New York                                                                                              

Minister to Spain, 1779                                                                                                                                    

Minister to treat the peace with Great Britain, 1782                                                                                              

Secretary of Foreign Affairs, 1784                                                                                                                                                                   

Contributor to The Federalist, 1788                                                                                                                                     

First Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, 1789                                                                                                 

Negotiator of Jay Treaty with Great Britain, 1794                                                                                                    



The Town of Jay Board and the 

Essex County Board of Supervi-

sors passed a resolution in recog-

nition of Agnes Ward being 

named a “Woman of Distinc-

tion”.  The Girl Scouts of the 

North Country held their Second 

Annual “Women of Distinction” 

Awards Dinner in November 

2005. Agnes Ward  of Jay, NY 

was among three women recog-

nized, for her personal vision, 

courage, creativity, and demon-

strated leadership.  

Agnes has been an inspiration to 

her community and has had a 

positive impact on the lives of 

young women.  

Congratulations to Agnes Ward 

for her Lifetime Achievement 

Award, she is truly a Woman of 

Distinction! 

Fun learning activities...Great 

Meals...Field Trips...Safe Envi-

ronment...Transportation…

Health Screenings...and lots 

more...Free!  

Preschoolers must be four years 

old or three years old by Decem-

ber 1, 2005.  

For more information about en-

rollment call ACAP in Au Sable 

Forks at 647-8405 or the Super-

visor’s Office at 647-2204. 

 

 

2005-2006 Income Guidelines 

# In Family = Guideline 

#1 = $9,570 

#2 = $12,830 

#3 = $16,090 

#4 = $19,350 

#5 = $22,610 

#6 = $25, 870 

#7 = $29,130 

#8 = $32,390 

• For each additional person 

add: $3,260 

 

ACAP Contact numbers 

Moriah  942-7509 

Essex   963-7258 

Au Sable Forks 647-8405 

Saranac Lake  891-4314 

Ticonderoga  585-6300 

Lake Placid  523-0003 

Elizabethtown 873-3288 

TOWN OF JAY, P.O. BOX 730, AU SABLE FORKS, NY 12912 

CAST YOUR VOTE: NAME THE NEW JAY 

BRIDGE 

_________________________________________________ 

Please submit by January 21, 2006 

The new bridge is scheduled to be    

completed and open by July 2006. The   

Covered Bridge will not be renamed. 

On Election Day we did an exit pole 

and received 63 responses to what the 

new bridge should be named. Please 

cast your vote today, by filling out &        

returning a ballot to the Town of Jay by 

January 21, 2006. When results are 

tallied the Town Board will hold a Pub-

lic    Information Hearing on this sub-

Agnes Ward “Woman of Distinction” 

ACAP Head Start 2005-2006 Program 

Name the New Bridge in Jay, NY! 
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In the fall of 2003, as I sat in the  

open gazebo at the park located 

along the beautiful Au Sable 

River, where the East and West 

Branches merge at the Forks, into 

one Main Branch, I began to 

imagine how this park could be 

improved and expanded. The park 

is located in such a unique area. 

All that was needed to make it a 

reality was the Town Board’s sup-

port and a New York State Grant 

to cover the expenses. 

 

With the Town Board’s support, I  

uncovered an original grant which 

was never fully completed in this 

area in the past. Our Town re-

ceived a grant, which I completed, 

along with a narrative, sketch 

plans, and photographs pertaining 

to the future park, and returned 

the package promptly to the State 

of New York. 

 

In a very short time, the former 

Town Supervisor, Tom O’Neill, 

announced that the Town would 

receive grant funds for the Au Sa-

ble Forks Riverside Park Project. 

When I was appointed to oversee 

the Park’s development, I re-

quested that Councilman Archie 

Depo assist on this project.  

 

I’m happy to inform you that we 

now have a beautiful park for eve-

ryone to enjoy. Many new trees 

were planted. Shrubs, rose 

bushes, tiger lilies, lilacs and a 

perennial garden were also 

planted within the park, as well 

as along the river banks for stabi-

lization. 

 

The river banks were stabilized 

with soil fabric, shot rock for rip 

rapping, top soil and seed. This 

work was done first to prevent 

constant river bank erosion. The 

Town had received a DEC permit 

prior to any work on the river 

bank. 

 

New cedar picnic tables and park 

benches are in the park for public 

use from Spring to Fall. Park 

hours: dawn to dusk. Robbie     

Lincoln did an outstanding job on 

the two sets of access stairs which 

were installed along the West 

Bank of the River, here in the 

Forks. 

 

The annual fishermen were 

thrilled with the new fishing and 

water access stairs and all of the 

park’s improvements. They left 

notes of appreciation within the 

Riverside Park for us to find. 

 

Larry Smith, from Schenectady, 

NY had the time of his life the day 

he caught the 28” Rainbow Trout 

here in the Forks. He used his fly 

rod with a 4 weight line and an 

Au Sable Ugly Fly. He has been 

fishing here for 40 years now. 

 

Chris Garrow and his Highway 

Crew worked on various jobs 

within the Park. They are a great 

bunch of guys. 

  

The Water Department installed 

three water faucets within the 

park. This enabled us to keep          

everything within the park wa-

tered daily.  

 

If you’re at the Au Sable Forks 

Riverside Park in the Summer 

you might get to watch the ducks 

with their young, swimming along 

the East Branch of the river. Oc-

casionally, a pair of loons can be 

seen swimming and diving for 

food here, in the Au Sable River. 

Late in the afternoon, you might 

catch a glimpse of the beaver, 

swimming up the Forks of the 

river onward to the East Branch. 

He’ll swim back and forth until 

dusk. This is a prime location for 

wildlife observation. 

 

The Au Sable Forks Riverside 

Park was designed and con-

structed for everyone to enjoy. 

Whether you like to fish, canoe, 

picnic, read, listen to music or just 

hang out for a while, the park is 

yours to come and visit at your 

leisure. 

 

This park and its improvements 

were made possible through a 

N.Y.S. Grant which is very much 

appreciated by everyone, both  

local residents and tourists. 

 

We would like to sincerely thank 

John Albert, NYS Grant Adminis-

trator, for all of his assistance 

with this project. 

 

A special thank you to my hus-

band, Geoff, for watering every-

thing daily. 

 

Sharron Hewston                         
Beautification Coordinator 

 

 

 

Au Sable Forks Riverside Park 
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Town of Keene Transfer Station 

AU SABLE FORKS LIBRARY           

(518) 647-5596 

MONDAY    12:30 - 4:30 

TUESDAY  12:30 - 4:30 

WEDNESDAY 12:30 - 6:30 

THURSDAY  12:30 - 4:30 

FRIDAY  12:30 - 4:30 

SATURDAY  10:30 - 2:30 

SUNDAY  CLOSED 

PAGE 12  VOLUME 1 , ISSUE 2  

WELLS MEMORIAL LIBRARY        

Upper Jay                                           

(518) 946-2644 

  

 TUESDAY  12:00 - 5:00 

 WEDNESDAY 12:00 - 5:00 

 THURSDAY  12:00 - 5:00 

 SATURDAY  11:00 - 4:00 

  

The Town of Jay is under contract 

with the Town of Keene for Town of 

Jay residents to utilize their transfer 

station. Listed below are the Town of 

Keene Landfill hours of operation and 

where Jay residents can purchase 

garbage stickers.  

Hours of Operation                   

(518) 576-4692 

Monday  8:30am - 4:30pm 

Wednesday 8:30am - 4:30pm 

Friday  8:30am - 4:30pm 

Saturday 8:30am - 4:30pm 

Sunday  8:30am - 4:30pm 

Sunday Winter Hours               

(Mid-October to Mid-May)    

11:00am—3:00pm 

 

Tickets Available at: 

 

KEENE 

Town Hall: Mon.- Fri. 8:30am-3pm 

Library: Mon. & Wed.  9:00am-5pm 

Saturday  9:00am-1pm 

 

KEENE VALLEY 

McDonough’s Valley Hardware     

Valley Grocery                      

UPPER JAY 

Wells Memorial Library                      

Tues.-Thurs. 12:00pm-5:00pm       

Saturday 11:00am– 4:00pm 

 

AU SABLE FORKS 

Town Supervisor’s Office              

Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm 

 

Town Clerk’s Office                       

Tuesday, Thursday 5:30pm-7:30pm 

Saturday 9:00am-1:00pm 

WALL OF HISTORY 

A dedicated wall in the Com-

munity Center’s History 

Room now features the Town 

of Jay history in photos. If 

anyone in the Town has pho-

tographs or memorabilia that 

could be hung on the wall, 

please contact the Town Hall 

at (518) 647-2204. 

PLANNING BOARD 

The Town of Jay Planning Board will hold their 

monthly meetings on the 1st Monday of each 

month @ 7:00pm, except the months of July and 

September which fall on a legal holiday.  

July and September meetings will be held on 

the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00pm. 

 

Thank You:  

Torrence Family  

for contributing 

to our history 

collection! 



    

NOTICE FROM DPW DIRECTORNOTICE FROM DPW DIRECTORNOTICE FROM DPW DIRECTORNOTICE FROM DPW DIRECTOR    
 

Parking Ban 
    

In effect between the hours of: 

10pm—6am 

November 2, 2005—April 2, 2006 

 

A Special Thanks to Joan Pray for    

providing pictures of the:  

Covered Bridge, Toby Homestead 

and the Graves Mansion 

for our History Room in the                 

Au Sable Forks Community Center. 

 

Anyone interested in donating, should 

Contact Town Historian Mary Wallace 

at (518) 946-2597 or Deputy Town His-

torian Amy Shalton @ (518) 647-8055. 

2006 Town Board Meeting Dates Set by Supervisor Douglas  
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Upper Jay                                           

January 12  7pm Town of Jay Community Center 

January 26  7pm Town of Jay Community Center 

 

February 2 7pm Town of Jay Community Center 

February 23  No Meeting – NYC Association  

   of Towns Conference 

 

March 9 7pm Town of Jay Community Center 

March 23 7pm Upper Jay Fire Department 

 

April 13  7pm Town of Jay Community Center 

April 27  7pm Jay Fire Department 

 

May 11  7pm Town of Jay Community Center 

May 25  7pm Wells Memorial Library 

 

June 8  7pm Town of Jay Community Center 

June 22  7pm Upper Jay Fire Department 

 

July 13  7pm Town of Jay Community Center 

July 27   No Meeting-Summer Break 

 

August 10 7pm Town of Jay Community Center 

August 24  No Meeting-Summer Break 

 

September 14 7pm Town of Jay Community Center 

September 28 7pm Jay Fire Department 

 

October 12 7pm Town of Jay Community Center 

October 26 7pm Wells Memorial Library  

 

November 9 7pm Town of Jay Community Center 

November 23  No Meeting-Thanksgiving 

 

December 14 7pm Town of Jay Community Center 

December 28 7pm Town of Jay Community Center 
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A dog census as defined 
under Article 7, Section 106-
107: Licensing, Identification 
and Control of Dogs. This 
Article provides for rabies 
control and protection of 
persons, property and 
domestic animals and wild 
game from dog attack and 
damage. All areas of New 
York State with a population 
of less than two million 
people are covered by Article 
7. 
 
Anyone owning or harboring 
(feeding and sheltering) a dog 
must carry an identification 
tag as provided for in Section 
109 of this Article. Any dog 
over four months of age must 
immediately receive a rabies 
vaccination and the owner 
must license the dog in the 
town in which it is sheltered. 

The license must be renewed 
annually on the first day of 
the month following its 
issuance. 
 
If you have a spayed or 
neutered dog, your 
application must be 
accompanied by a certificate 
signed by a licensed 
veterinarian. You must also 
provide a veterinarian’s 
certificate of rabies 
vaccination. The license fee 
for a neutered male or spayed 
female is $4.50. All other 
licenses are $12.50. 
 
The Town of Jay has in force 
Local Law No. 2 of 2002 for 
the control of dogs. Under 
this law, all dogs must be 
leashed and will not be 
allowed to run at large at any 
time off the owner’s 

property. Dog owners shall 
not allow their dogs to 
deposit waste or commit a 
nuisance on private property. 
The dog owner shall be 
responsible for any damage 
caused by his dog when in 
violation of this Local Law. 
 
All unregistered dogs must be 
licensed pursuant to Section 
119. Any dog owner in 
violation of this law may be 
prosecuted pursuant to the 
Penal Law and subject to a 
fine not to exceed $25.00 for 
the first offense, $50.00 for 
the second through fourth 
offenses. The fourth offense 
is also punishable by order to 
dispose of the animal at the 
Humane Society Kennel 
located in Westport, NY. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

Al Sheldrake 
Animal Control Officer 
 

 

Town Clerk is available for licensing at the Community Center: 

  Monday – Friday   8:00 am – 12:00 pm 

  Tuesday and Thursday  5:30 pm – 7:30 pm 

  Saturday     9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

A Message from the Animal Control Officer  

REMINDER         

Keep your animals 

safe & healthy by 

keeping them inside 

during the cold 

weather season! 



April 27, 2005 

Randy,  

Great job in putting out such an informative newsletter.  

Congratulations! 

Allen Fitz-Gerald 

 

April 23, 2005 

Hi Randy,  

I just wanted to congratulate you on the new Town 

Newsletter. It’s a wonderful way to communicate, it was 

very well done and very informative. Have a great day! 

Seth 

 

May 5, 2005 

Dear Randy & Town Board Members,  

Congratulations and thank you for the Town of Jay 

Newsletter! A Great job—done by many, so we’re look-

ing forward to finding the next one at the Post Office or 

Library.  

Sincerely, Sid and Jan Ward 

Viewer Feedback  
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Au Sable Forks Volunteer Ambulance Service 

Members were honored for years of service at our 

Annual Awards Banquet held on November 5th, 2005 

at Crickets.  

We recently had a successful Blood Drive on Decem-

ber 8th. Thirty-three people attended and twenty-

nine units were collected.  

The next blood drive is on February 9th from 4-8pm; 

other scheduled blood drives will be held on April 

20th, June 15th, August 10th, October 5th and De-

cember 7th. Members sang Christmas Carols on De-

cember 18th and distributed food boxes. Please be 

sure to check on family and neighbors during the cold 

weather. On behalf of all our members, have a Safe 

and Happy Holiday Season and New Year. Please 

drive safe on the wintry roads!  

ESSEX COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 

CRIME/DRUG TIP LINE 

(877) 201-4192 
 

TOLL FREE: ALL CALLS ARE STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

May 2, 2005 

Dear Mr. Douglas,  

This note is to thank you for the “Newsletter.” It is a 

great idea and most helpful. I also would like to thank 

Chris Garrow who on at least two occasions has gone 

way beyond the call of duty to be helpful to me during 

black outs.                                                                     

Sincerely, Evelyn Marks 



Town of Jay Directory 

TOWN CLERK 

Beatrice Pelkey  647-5595 

 

TAX COLLECTOR 

June M. Taylor  946-7704 

 

TOWN JUSTICES 

John R. Dockum 647-5574 

John C. Snow  647-5574 

 

COUNCILMAN 

Archie Depo  647-8048 

Gerald E. Hall  946-7180 

Amy Shalton  946-7321 

Paul K. Coolidge 647-8472 

 

SOLE ASSESSOR 

Russell G. Clark 647-5594 (O) 

647-5555 (H) 

 

SUPT. OF HIGHWAYS/DPW  

DIRECTOR 

Christopher Garrow 946-7170 (O) 

946-7528 (H) 

578-0429 (C) 

 

DEPUTY DPW DIRECTOR 

Jody Thwaits  946-7170 (O) 

946-7936 (H) 

578-0430 (C) 

HEALTH OFFICER 

Dr. Richard Bremer 647-8164 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

Daniel Vincent  647-5494 (O) 

946-8267 (H) 

Brian Stork  647-5494 (O) 

946-2478 (H) 

524-6797 (C) 

 

TOWN HISTORIAN 

Mary Wallace  946-2597 

 

ANIMAL CONTROL 

Albert Sheldrake 647-8055 

 

PLANNING BOARD 

Sharron Hewston 647-8301 

Chair 

 

SEWER DEPARTMENT 

Craig Walton  647-5187 

 

BEAUTIFICATION 

Sharron Hewston 647-5929 

 

Town of Jay Community Center                                                           

11 School Lane, P.O. Box 730                                                                      

Au Sable Forks, NY 12912 


