SCIENTOLOGY

Giovanni Chinnici

In the late 1940s, pulp writer L. Ron Hubbard who later created the Church of Scientology declared:
"Writing for a penny a word is ridiculous. If a man really wants to make a million dollars, the best way would
be to start his own religion" [Reader's Digest reprint, May 1980, p.1]

The Church of Scientology is a vicious and dangerous cult that masquerades as a religion. Its purpose is
to make money. It practices a variety of mind-control techniques on people lured into its midst to gain control
over their money and their lives. Its aim is to take from them every penny that they have and can ever borrow
and to also enslave them to further its wicked ends.

It was started in the 1950s by a science fiction writer named L. Ron Hubbard in fulfilment to his
declared aim to start a religion to make money. It is an offshoot to a method of psychotherapy he concocted
from various sources which he named “Dianetics.” Dianetics is a form of regression therapy. It was then further
expanded to appear more like a religion in order to enjoy tax benefits. He called it “Scientology.”

Scientology is a confused concoction of crackpot, dangerously applied psychotherapy, oversimplified,
idiotic and inapplicable rules and ideas and science-fiction drivel that is presented to its members (at the
“advanced” levels) as profound spiritual truth.

The Harm it Does to a Person

The results of applying their crackpot psychotherapy (called ‘“auditing”) is to weaken the mind. The
mind goes from a rational state to an irrational one as the delusional contents of the subconscious mind are
brought to the surface and are assumed to be valid. It also makes a person more susceptible to suggestion since
it submerges the critical thinking faculties of the mind into a partial subconscious state. It results in a permanent
light hypnotic trance and so from thenceforth that person can be more easily controlled. The person will, to a
much greater extent, believe and do whatever they are told. And of course this is used to the full in persuading
them to hand over further money and dedicating themselves further to the cult.

The results of applying their oversimplified and inapplicable rules in life is to lose the ability to think
rationally and logically. A person loses the ability to think for themselves and so they lose the ability to
challenge incorrect ideas. This makes them easier to control. It also isolates and alienates the person from
society so that they withdraw from normal society and into their “Scientology” society. This further increases
their susceptibility to the influence of their group. They end up being afraid of society, believing all society to
be controlled by a group of drug companies, psychiatrists and financiers all of whom report to more remote
masters. In other words they are in a state of mass paranoia. They therefore avoid reading newspapers and the
like since they fear it will disturb their safe Scientology world. It is a downward spiral into madness.

The science fiction content of Scientology is revealed to them after they have reached the state they call
“Clear,” meaning freed from the aberrations of the mind. However, perhaps “brainwashed” would be a more
applicable word to describe the mental state of someone who has survived the near entire delusional contents of
their subconscious mind brought to the surface and presented to them as “truth.”

On the “advanced” levels (called OT levels) above the state of “Clear” they encounter the story of
XENU. Xenu was supposed to have gathered up all the overpopulation in this sector of the galaxy, brought
them to Earth and then exterminated them using hydrogen bombs. The souls of these murdered people are then
supposed to infest the body of everyone. They are called “body thetans.” On the advanced levels of Scientology
a person “audits out” these body thetans telepathically by getting them to re-experience their being exterminated
by hydrogen bombs. So people on these levels assume all their bad thoughts and faulty memories are due to
these body thetans infesting every part of their body and influencing them mentally. Many Scientologists go
raving mad at this point if they have not done so already.

The “Ethics” Trap

On the surface the Church of Scientology seems reasonable. The insane content of it is only revealed to
a person when the early stuff has done its work and made them more susceptible. After a short while a person
“believes” that Scientology is doing them good. They are then persuaded to help their new-found group further
by donating money and/or working for the organisation for almost no money. Many people do exactly that.
“"Ethics” is used to good effect to trap a person. A person’s natural tendency to do good is worked upon. Yes -
they want to be more ethical, but what is ethical? This is where a clever trick is pulled! “Ethics” is redefined by
Scientology in such a way that to be ethical is to be a better Scientologist and obey the “church.”

Young people, not yet made cynical through the machinations of life and politics, are very keen to
contribute to the world and to be ethical. So the “ethics” trick works easily into persuading them to join the



“church.” Many of them join an elite group called the “Sea Org” where they become brainwashed slaves. There
they work a hundred hour week for almost no pay. There they are subject to every cruel whim of their masters.
It is a living hell that they endure because of the conditioning they have received and this now perverted
sense of ethics that they have accepted. The “Sea Org” is the ultimate in brainwashed slavery. They are
expected to work harder and harder to achieve ever higher targets of production. If they fail to meet their targets
there are various penalties. One of them is to be put onto a diet of beans and rice and to miss sleep. Another is to
be sentenced to a period on the RPF (Rehabilitation Project Force). This is the equivalent to “hard labour.” Such
is the extent of their brainwashing that they actually write “success stories” when they complete their sentences.

Brainwashing Bites Back

There is no doubt at all that L. Ron Hubbard incorporated brainwashing techniques into Scientology to
put people under his control. He even wrote a “brainwashing manual” which is still in existence today. However
there was a cruel twist in his scheme. He fell victim of it himself. In creating his devoted slaves, the Sea Org, he
created an audience that believed every word he said. Now L. Ron Hubbard had an over-active imagination plus
delusions of grandeur. The negative feedback he would obtain by being part of normal society was replaced by
the positive feedback from his devoted followers. Through this his imagination got the better of him and
combined with his delusions of grandeur, his thinking became increasingly bizarre which, on acceptance, led on
to more bizarre thinking and the idea that he and Scientology had the job of saving the entire universe He
wanted to take over the world in order to further Scientology’s aims to save the universe and so branches of
Scientology were set up to try to influence governments and gain positions where they could influence to world
to a high degree.

So what started out as a mass confidence trick backed up with brainwashing became a monstrous and
insane organization with fantastic, fanatical ideals. Because of this change, the Church of Scientology survived
the death of their founder. It is like a runaway monster machine that tramples on society and peoples lives that
is very difficult to stop.

Scientology and Christianity

Despite the fact that as late as 1971 (close to 20 years after the Church of Scientology was founded) at
least one book by Hubbard carried the straightforward claim that “Scientology...is not a religion,” it has become
a religion and one in competition with the Christian church. Consider a survey conducted by the Church of
Scientology itself. This poll, which involved over 3,000 members, determined that the background of
Scientologists is predominantly Christian (roughly 40 percent Protestant and 26 percent Catholic). A full 70
percent of those with Christian backgrounds affirmed that they still considered themselves practicing members
of their Christian faith, which means that almost half (47 percent) of those polled still consider themselves
Christian.

These findings combined with the additional facts that 37 percent of those surveyed had received college
degrees and 80 percent were from the middle class indicate that Scientology constitutes an appealing and
powerful organization with an educated class of people, most of whom have been recruited from Christian
churches. And yet the response of Christianity to this situation has been almost nonexistent. Just as the
Scientologist who considers him or herself a Christian does not recognize the inconsistency of that position, the
Christian church has not yet recognized the risk Scientology poses to its own fold.

In a rational universe two contrary religions might be false, but both cannot be true. Thus, if the
Christian world view is true, then that which contradicts it cannot be true.

In the area of theology, there are several key issues that people have pondered most consistently -- and
most personally. They concern the area of theology proper (the existence and nature of God) as well as the
questions of revealed theology (does God exist for me?), anthropology (who or what am [?), soteriology (how
can I be saved?), and thanatology (what happens when I die?).

These questions raise the issues of the nature of God, man, salvation, and death. No issues are more
fundamental or important -- for to answer these questions in error will, like a philosophical leaven, spread
corruption throughout one’s world view. Below we will briefly compare and contrast Scientology’s answers to
the questions with the answers provided in the Bible.

God

As noted, Scientology is fundamentally panentheistic. It teaches that there are a multitude of thetans
who, “collectively” with all life, could be said to comprise the Supreme Being. This contradicts the biblical
teaching that there is only one sovereign and perfect Creator God from all eternity -- without beginning or end,
immutable, who exists in three Persons, and is infinitely holy, just, and loving (Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 43:10-11;
Acts 5:3-4; Isaiah 61:8; Mal. 3:6; 1 Tim. 2:5; Titus 2:13; 1 John 4:8-10).

Man



Scientology teaches that man is an immortal spirit like the atman in Hinduism. As in Hinduism, man
may be considered a deity of sorts who has forgotten he is divine. The Bible rejects the idea that man is an
ignorant god who needs only enlightenment or self-realization. Man is a creation of God, made in God’s image.
His problems do not result from engrams or boredom, but from sin and self-centeredness (Romans 3:10-18;
Ephesians 2:1-3).

If there is one supporting pillar of Scientology upon which everything rests, it is the concept of thetans.
Nearly everything of importance in Scientology is predicated on the existence of thetans and their conforming
to the status Hubbard has given them. Obviously, if there is no thetan as Hubbard defines it, the practices of
Scientology are without justification.

Consider the biblical view. There is only one eternal God in the universe (Isaiah 43:10-11). He created
man (body and spirit) as a finite creature at a point in time (Genesis 2:7). Hence it is impossible that divine
beings such as Scientology’s thetans can exist. Biblically then, Scientology’s philosophy, techniques, solutions
to problems, and final goals are based upon underlying presuppositions that are inherently incorrect.

Put more simply, if no thetan exists, then most of Scientology is based on error. For “almost the entirety
of Scientology consists of discovery and refinements of methods whereby the Thetan can be persuaded to
relinquish his self-imposed limitations.”

Nevertheless, because Scientology deals with the mind and certain practical considerations (e.g.,
communication skills) it may also use or discover relevant information about human psychology. Unfortunately,
if such data is placed into an overall world view that is false or questionable, even though the data may be true,
it may be misused in support of an errant philosophy.

For example, during Scientology counseling, the auditor (counselor) may extract certain feelings or
information from the initiate that indicate an irrational fear of falling and a problem with vertigo. This
observation may be true. But because the more enlightened auditor has already interpreted the initiate as a
thetan ignorant of its many lifetimes, and because his E-meter has supposedly “located” an engram (the incident
related to experiencing dizziness) from ten trillion years ago, the auditor may interpret such information
wrongly -- as a past-life incident where the person is falling out of a spaceship.

If we realize that the entire purpose of Scientology is to help a (biblically) nonexistent thetan realize its
true nature, we must conclude that it does not deal in the realm of reality. If no thetan exists, what else may a
Christian inquirer into Scientology conclude?

Salvation

Salvation in Scientology progresses from personal ignorance and bondage to matter into gnostic
enlightenment and freedom from the MEST body and universe. At an ultimate cost of tens of thousands of
dollars, one is progressively “saved” from engrams by knowledge (Scientology beliefs) through good works
(Scientology auditing and practice, etc.) to arrive at the highest state of “operating thetan.”

The Bible, on the other hand, teaches that salvation is a free gift. One is redeemed from sin on the
principle of grace, simply through faith in Christ’s atonement (Ephesians 2:8-9; John 6:47; Hebrews 11:1; 1
John 2:2).

Death

Scientology claims that death is endlessly repeatable through reincarnation and is hence almost
inconsequential. Death, however, is at least potentially beneficial in that it may permit the release of the soul
from the prison of the body.

Biblically, death is a one-time event that carries either the most sublime of blessings (eternal heaven) or
the most horrible of consequences (eternal hell). Death leads to an irreversible fate for both the saved and the
lost and thus human beings have one lifetime only to make their peace with God (Hebrews 9:27; Matthew
25:46; Luke 26:19-31; Revelation 20:10-15).

In conclusion, Scientology does not conform in basic world view or particular teaching with Judeo-
Christian revelation in any sense; indeed, examined as a whole, it fundamentally rejects Christian faith.
Hubbard rejected Christ’s deity and mission as figments of unenlightened minds and therefore Hubbard’s
philosophy “is not interested in saving man, but it can do much to prevent him from being saved.”

We may observe that Scientology does entertain a fine goal in attempting to improve the world and
man’s lot within it, whether materially or spiritually. Many practitioners are dedicated and selfless in seeking
such ends. Nevertheless, each Scientologist must weigh the scales of his or her own conscience to determine the
best manner in which to achieve such goals. If man is not a thetan as Scientology claims, but a fallen being in
need of redemption as Christianity teaches, what will have been the fruit of a lifetime of work?

It would be wise for Scientologists with a Christian background (indeed, for all Scientologists) to listen
to the words of Jesus afresh: “For what will a man be profited if he gain the whole world and forfeits his soul?



Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26) And, “This is eternal life, to know Thee,
the only true God and Jesus Christ, whom Thou has sent.” (John 17:3)

Stop the Monster

The whole machinery called the “Church of Scientology” needs to be jammed somehow so that more
people do not get sucked in and the people already in it have a chance to get out. We must not forget the people
already in this “church.” Although they are the ones perpetrating this crime they are also the victims. They need
our help as well. And here we come to the “War on the Internet.”

The War on the Internet

The “War on the Internet” is the war between the Church of Scientology and Internet users who copy
their documents and post them on the Internet.

The people who are copying their material and webbing it are using the huge accessibility of the world-
wide web to get information out to people to warn them of the insanity and danger of this cult. They are doing it
for the public good. The hope is that if they can get this information out to the public and make it broadly
known then people will be forewarned and will not join the cult. If they can starve the cult of new members in
this way then the whole organisation may collapse and then the existing members can be helped to return to
society.

But of course the people within the cult believe only their own founders interpretation of things so they
use every means they can to stop this. Usually the method they use is harassment through lengthy and expensive
legal processes. Sometimes it is physical harassment. Sometimes worse!

The people who post and host the copyrighted and confidential works of Scientology are risking
themselves to help warn the public about the dangers of Scientology. They have a strong sense of public duty
and care for their fellow men. They are breaking copyright laws it is true but they are acting out of conscience
and out of high human ideals. As they get broken down by legal or physical harassment more rise to take their
place.
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